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TWENTY-FIFTH  ANNUAL  MEETING 


OP     THE 


ST.    LOUIS 


•©  &=> 


JANUARY  10,  1871 


«    ♦     » 


Tho  Twenty-fifth  Annual  Mooting  of  the  St.  Louis  Mercantile 
Library  Association  was  called  to  order  by  the  President  at  half- 
past  seven  o'clock  p.  m.  Mr.  Robert  A.  Barnes  was  nominated  for 
Chairman  and  unanimously  elected.  John  E.  Lionberger  and  C. 
W.  Marsh  wore  chosen  Secretaries. 

On  motion  of  John  W.  Luke,  the  reading  of  tho  minutes  of  the 
last  annual  meeting  was  dispensed  with.  The  following  report 
from  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Moans  was  then  submitted : 

Mercantile  Library,        ^ 
St.  Louis,  January  10,  1S71.  / 

The  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  respectfully  report  that  they  have  ex- 
amined the  books  and  accounts  of  the  Association,  and  that  they  find  the  samo 
correct,  and  substantiated  with  proper  vouchers  for  all  disbursements. 

CHARLES  SPECK, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means. 

Upon  motion,  tho  report  was  adopted. 

The  Treasurer,  H.  H.  Wernso,  read  his  report  of  the  finances 
of  tho  Association  and  the  transactions  of  the  past  year.  Upon 
motion,  the  report  was  adopted. 
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The  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors  was  read  by  the  President, 
R.  M.  Scruggs,  giving  a  resume  of  the  operations  of  the  past  year, 
and  making  a  very  satisfactory  exhibit  of  the  condition  of  the 
Association. 

John  T.  Douglass  then  offered  the  following  preamble  and  reso- 
lution, which  was  unanimously  adopted : 

Whereas,  By  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  presented  to  us  this 
evening,  there  is  ample  evidence  of  the  continued  prosperity  of  the  institution ; 
therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Board  of  Directors  merit,  in  a  high  degree, 
the  thanks  of  the  members  of  this  Association,  for  their  zeal  and  attention  to  the 
interests  of  the  Library  during  the  past  year. 

M.  V.  L.  McClelland  offered  the  following  preamble  and  resolu- 
tions, which  were  unanimously  adopted : 

Whereas,  This  Association  is  to  become  possessors  —  through  the  active 
agency  of  the  Hon.  Charles  D.  Drake,  late  U.  S.  Senator  from  Missouri ;  Hon. 
Benjamin  Moran,  U.  S.  Charge  d' Affaires  at  London;  Bennet  Woodcroft.  Esq., 
Great  Seal  Patent  Office,  and  his  associate  Commissioners  of  Patents — of  a  com- 
plete set  of  the  British  Patent  Reports,  from  thu  year  1617  to  the  present  dale, 
embracing  twenty-six  hundred  and  eighty  volumes  and  embodying  superb  engrav- 
ings, the  whole  published  at  a  cost  of  twelve  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars,  and 
to  be  followed  with  the  current  annual  additions;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  Association,  in  annual  meeting  assembled,  for  themselves 
and  in  behalf  of  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  tender  their  profound  acknowledgment  and 
thanks  to  the  givers,  and  to  the  persons  named  in  the  preamble,  for  their  friendly 
interest  in  securing  a  collection,  almost  inaccessible  in  America  and  of  such 
conspicuous  value. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  be,  and  are  hereby,  instructed  to  make 
official  communication  to  the  gentlemen  enumerated  of  this  action  of  the 
Association. 

On  motion  of  Charles  Miller,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  be,  and  are  hereby,  authorized  to 
appropriate  such  a  sum  of  money  out  of  the  funds  of  the  Association  as  may  be 
necessary  to  defray  the  cost  of  packing,  shipping,  insuring,  etc.,  the  magnificent 
donation  of  twenty-six  hundred  and  eighty  volumes  presented  to  the  Library  by 
the  British  Government. 

On  motion  of  George  E.  Kobinson,  it  was  unanimously 

Resolved,  That  ARTICLE  V,  CHAPTER  I,  of  the  Constitution  of  this  Asso- 
ciation bo  so  amended,  as  to  reduce  the  price  of  life-membership  to  FIFTY 
DOLLARS,  in  accordance  with  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Directors, 
in  conformity  with  the  constitutional  requirements. 
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On  motion  of  J.  H.  Alexander,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  next  Board  of  Directors  be  authorized  to  prepare  and 
publish  a  suitable  catalogue  so  soon  as  the  resources  of  the  Association  will,  in 
their  judgment,  justify  the  necessary  expense  of  same. 

On  motion  of  Stewart  Steel,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  published  in  the  daily 
newspapers,  and  that  one  thousand  copies  of  the  reports,  together  with  the 
addresses  and  poem  which  will  be  read  at  the  iwenty-fifih  anniversary  celebration 
on  the  13th  inst,  and  also  the  communication  from  Mr.  John  C.  Tcvis  to  the* 
Committee  of  Arrangements,  be  printed  for  gratuitous  distribution. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  adjourned. 

EOBERT  A.  BAENES,  Chamnan. 
John  B.  Lionberger,  ")  „  . 

C.  W.  Marsh,  }  Secretaries. 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Gentlemen  :  You  have  assembled  here  to-night,  on  the  eve  of 
the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the  St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library 
Association,  to  receive  from  the  directory  a  report  of  their  pro- 
ceedings for  the  past  year.  I  have  been  appointed  by  the  Board 
to  lay  before  you  an  account  of  what  they  have  done,  and  the 
manner  in  which  they  have  discharged  the  duties  confided  to  their 
management. 

If  it  shall  appear  to  you  that  our  efforts  have  not  been  crowned 
with  that  full  degree  of  success  which  you  expected  of  us,  we  beg 
you  will  not  be  unmindful  of  the  fact  that  the  past  year  has  not 
been  one  of  remarkable  general  commercial  prosperity,  and  you 
are  all  aware  that  within  this  period  our  mercantile  community 
have  been  called  upon,  to  render  an  amount  of  financial  aid, 
hitherto  unknown  in  the  history  of  our  rapidly  growing  city,  to 
many  new  and  highly  important  lines  of  railways,  steam  packets, 
and  various  other  public  improvements.  These  enterprises  deserv- 
edly challenged  public  attention  and  encouragement,  and  were 
demanded  by  the  marvelous  advance  of  the  city  in  population, 
commerce  and  manufactures. 

FINANCIAL. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer,  just  read  within  your  hearing, 
shows  our  financial  condition.  We  regret  to  say  the  receipts  from 
the  Grand  Hall  fail  far  short  of  our  anticipation,  and  are  less  by 
$750  than  for  the  previous  year.  We  paid  at  maturity  the  three 
bonds  of  one  thousand  dollars  each  due  August  1st,  and  the  semi- 
annual interest  on  the  outstanding  bonds  due  February  1st  and 
August  1st,  amounting  to  82,240.  The  fivo  bonds  received  from 
our  predecessors  in  office  are  unsold  and  remain  in  our  possession. 
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We  have  paid  drafts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Hall  Company  during 
the  year  amounting  to  81,352.29.  The  stores  are  all  rented  to 
promptly  paying  tenants,  yielding  a  revenue  of  $10,700. 

LECTURES. 

Our  Lecture  Committee  made  vigorous  efforts  during  the  year 
to  secure  lecturers  of  ability  and  popularity,  but  met  with  little 
success.  Invitations  were  extended  to*  John  B.  Gough,  Prof. 
Tyndall,  Oliver  W.  Holmes,  Eov.  Henry  Ward  Beecher,  Samuel  L. 
Clemens,  Kev.  P.  J.  Eyan,  Hon.  D.  W.  Voorhies,  George  W.  Curtis, 
Hon.  Horace  Greeley,  Eev.  Dr.  E.  H.  Chapin,  and  Silas  Bent,  ail 
of  whom  declined  except  the  three  last  named  gentlemen.  Silas 
Bent,  Esq.,  very  kindly  repeated  his  lecture  upon  the  "  Thermo- 
metry Gateway  to  the  Pole,"  on  the  evening  of  the  17th  March,  to 
the  largest  and  most  attentive  audience  ever  assembled  in  our  hall. 
This  lecture,  being  free  to  all,  necessarily  resulted  in  a  slight 
pecuniary  loss  to  the  Association.  Hon.  Horace  Greeley  opened 
our  fall  season  on  the  4th  of  October  with  an  exceedingly  inter- 
esting lecture  upon  "  The  Present  and  Future  Prospects  of  the 
West."  The  Eov.  Dr.  E.  H.  Chapin  succeeded  him  October  6th. 
Subject  of  his  lecture,  "  The  Orders  of  Nobility,"  and  on  October 
7th  on  "  Building  and  Being."  These  lectures  were  not  so  well 
attended  as  the  fame  and  eloquence  of  the  lecturers  deserved,  yet 
they  resulted  in  a  very  handsome  profit  to  the  Association,  as 
appears  from  the  report  of  our  Treasurer. 

BOOKS. 

We  have  invested  during  the  year  $2,455.17  in  the  purchase*  of 
books,  and  endeavored  to  supply  our  members  with  the  current 
literature  of  the  day,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  have  placed  a  sufficient 
number  of  copies,  of  all  popular  works,  in  the  library  to  supply  the 
demand. 

Volumes. 

By  purchase  we  have  added : 995 

Received  from  donors 132 

Periodicals  bound 288 

Making  a  total  addition  of. 1,415 

Costing  and  valued  at  $4,177.60. 
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Our  binding  account  has  involved  a  largo  outlay,  attributable,  we 
regret  to  say,  to  the  wanton  destruction  of  the  books  by  some  of  our 
members,  who  do  not  seem  to  realize  the  vandalism  they  commit 
or  the  annoyance  they  give  to  careful  and  thoughtful  readers,  and 
we  trust  that  in  the  future  no  member  will  be  guilty  of  defacing 
or  in  any  way  damaging  our  books  or  magazines.  It  is  a  duty  we 
owe  each  other  to  preserve  and  not  to  destroy  them. 

We  announce  to  you  with  feelings  of  pride  the  most  munificent 
donation  ever  made  to  our  Association.  We  are  to  become  the 
recipients  of  a  complete  set  of  the  British  Patent  Office  Reports, 
numbering  2,680  volumes,  embracing  the  entire  issue  to  this  period ; 
and  in  addition  we  are  also  to  receive  the  supplementary  volumes 
hereafter  to  be  published.  The  magnitude  of  this  gift  cannot  be 
over-estimated,  containing,  as  the  collection  does,  a  full  exposition 
of  British  inventions  from  the  year  1617  to  the  present  time,  and 
including  71,922  specifications,  published  in  a  style  of  beauty  and 
utility  surpassing  all  similar  works,  and  at  a  cost  to  the  British 
Government  of  .more  than  $12,700  gold.  This  body  of  works,  so 
full  of  interest  to  the  general  public,  must  claim  especial  attention 
from  the  inventive  and  mechanical  classes,  whose  pleasure,  instruc- 
tion, and  advancement  it  has  always  been  our  endeavor  to 
promote.  For  the  acquirement  of  these  valuable  books  we  are 
indebted. to  our  ever-thoughtful  friend,  the  Son.  Charles  D.  Drake, 
as  the  following  letters  will  show  : 

Mercantile  Library,  ) 
St.  Louis,  May  19,  187a        / 

Hon.  Charles  D.  Drake,  U,  S.  Senator •,  Washington  City,  D.  C. : 

Dear  Sir:  The  British  Government  has  complete  sets  of  the  British  Patent 
Reports  from  the  year  161 7  to  the  present  date,  embracing  upwards  of  two  thousand 
volumes,  and  fifty  thousand  specifications,  surpassing  in  beauty  and  utility  any  pub- 
lication of  a  similar  kind  ever  issued  from  the  press.  May  I  request  that  you  will 
endeavor  to  secure  a  copy  of.  this  magnificent  monument  for  our  library,  by  bringing 
the  necessary  influence  to  bear,  through  our  Minister  at  the  Court  of  St.  James, 
Hon.  J.  L.  Motley.  Knowing  the  interest  you  have  always  taken  in  the  success 
and  prosperity  of  our  institution,  and  the  value  this  acquisition  will  prove  to  the 
mechanical  interests  of  our  city,  I  make  this  appeal  with  full  confidence  that  you 
will  do  all  in  your  power  to  secure  them  for  us. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  N.  DYER, 

Librarian. 
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[HAPLY  OF  MR.  DRAKE.] 

United  States  Senate  Chamber,) 
Washington,  D.  C,  May  24, 1870.        J 

John  N.  Dyer,  Librarian,  St.  Louis: 

Dear  Sir;  I  received  yesterday  yours  of  the  19th  inst,  and  went  with  it  this 
morning  to  the  State  Department,  in  the  hope  of  being  able  to  interest  the  Secretary 
of  State  in  the  procurement  of  the  set  of  British  Patent  Reports  to  which  you  refer. 
He  said,  however,  that  the  State  Department  made  it  a  rule  not  to  take  any  instru- 
mentality in  any  such  case.  I  then  inquired  whether  it  would  be  admissible  for  Mr. 
Motley  to  do  so.  He  said  that  according  to  the  instructions  of  the  Department,  our 
Ministers  abroad  were  not  permitted  to  ask  favors  of  any  government  to  which  they 
were  accredited ;  though  that  did  not  preclude,  he  said,  my  writing  to  Mr.  Motley 
on  the  subject.  He  suggested,  however,  that  I  could  probably  more  easily  get  the 
books  through  the  British  Minister  here.  I  therefore  went  to  Mr.  Thornton  and 
showed  him  the  letter,  and  he  expressed  his  entire  willingness  to  forward  the 
application  to  the  British  Government,  with  a  favorable  recommendation  ;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  said  that  it  would  no  doubt  be  much  more  easily  accomplished  through 
Mr.  Motley,  to  whom,  he  said,  the  British  Government  is  very  anxious  to  show  all 
attention.  My  interview  with  him  led  me  to  the  conclusion  to  forward  your  letter, 
with  one  from  myself,  to  Mr.  Motley,  with  the  assurance  from  Mr.  Thornton  that  if 
Mr.  Motley  should  decline  to  take  any  action  in  the  premises,  he  would  very  cheer- 
fully do  all  in  his  power  to  have  your  application  to  the  British  government  favorably 
considered.  I  have,  therefore,  written  to  Mr.  Motley  a  letter  of  which  I  inclose  you 
a  copy.     When  I  hear  from  him  I  will  inform  you. 

In  writing  to  me  on  this  subject  you  rightly  judged  that  it  would  give  me  great 
pleasure  to  be  instrumental  in  obtaining  the  books  for  your  library. 

Yours,  etc., 
(Signed)  C.  D.  DRAKE. 


[MR.  DRAKE' 8  LETTER  TO  MB.  MOTLEY  ] 

} 


United  States  Senate  Chamber, 
Washington,  D.  C,  May  24,  1870. 


Hon.  J.  Lothrop  Motley,  U.  S.  Minister,  London : 

Dear  Sir :  I  inclose  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  the  Librarian  of  the  St. 
Louis  Mercantile  Library,  expressing  a  desire  to  obtain  for  that  library  a  complete 
set  of  the  British  Patent  Reports,  and  requesting  me  to  bring  the  matter  to  your 
attention,  in  the  hope  that  your  recommendation  of  a  favorable  consideration  of  the 
request  might  lead  to  its  gratification.  In  an  interview  with  Secretary  Fish,  this 
morning,  I  learned  from  him  that  you  were  not  at  liberty  to  ask  any  favors  of  the 
government  to  which  you  are  accredited,  and  I  do  not,  therefore,  desire  to  be 
considered  as  asking  you  to  make  any  request  of  the  government  But  the 
Secretary  said  that  there  was  no  objection  to  my  writing  to  you  on  the  subject,  and 
to  your  indorsing  the  application  in  reference  to  the  worthiness  of  this  institution  to 
be  the  recipient  of  such  a  gift  from  the  British  Government.  In  that  light  I  present 
the  matter  to  you,  with  my  very  earnest  recommendation  of  this  library  to  the 
favorable  consideration  of  the  British  Government  with  reference  to  granting  its 
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request,  if  such  request  can  be  granted  in  favor  of  any  institution  in  this  country. 
The  St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library  is  an  incorporated,  permanent  institution, 
containing,  as  I  believe,  upwards  of  thirty  thousand  volumes,  and  a  deposit  of  a  set 
of  the  British  Patent  Reports  there  would  make  them  accessible  to  people  in  a 
wider  range  of  country  than  in  almost  any  other  place  that  could  be  selected.  If, 
therefore,  the  British  Government  should  feel  willing  to  extend  its  munificence  to 
any  library  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  by  bestowing  upon  it  a  set  of  those 
reports,  I  do  not  know  of  any  other  upon  which  it  could  be  more  worthily  bestowed, 
or  where  it  could  confer  a  greater  benefit  upon  the  cause  of  science. 

Trusting  that  it  may  be  consistent  with  your  views  of  propriety  and  official  duty 
so  to  indorse  my  letter,  as  that  while  it  will  avoid  asking  any  favor,  it  will  commend 
this  institution  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  British  Government,  and  with 
high  consideration  for  yourself  personally,  I  am 

Very  truly  yours, 
(Signed)  C.  D.  DRAKE. 


[LETTER  OF  B.  WOODCROFT,   ESQ.,    OP  BRITISH  PATENT  OFFICE,    TO  B.   MORAN,    ESQ., 

UNITED  STATES  CHARGE  D'AFFAIRES,    LONDON.] 

Patent  Office,  December  6,  1870. 

My  Dear  Sir :  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  of  Patents  recently 
held  a  meeting,  at  which  I  submitted  to  them  your  application  on  behalf  of  the 
Mercantile  Library  of  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  your  earnest  advocacy  of  the  claims  of  the  Library  to 
consideration  impressed  the  Commissioners,  and  they  decided  (although  there  are 
only  a  few  complete  sets  left)  to  present  a  complete  set  of  their  publications,  as 
enumerated  in  the  inclosed  printed  list.  The  set  consists  (at  present  date)  of 
2,680  volumes,  costing  for  printing  and  paper  upwards  of  ,£2,550,  and  it  increases 
at  the  rate  of  140  volumes  yearly,  costing  for  printing  and  paper  about  £130. 

In  the  early  grants  made  by  the  Commissioners,  the  specifications  having  been 
sent  from  this  office,  unarranged  and  unbound,  were  found  to  be  quite  useless  for 
reference.  For  this  reason,  and  on  account  of  the  great  value  of  the  works  and 
the  large  number  of  publications  comprised  in  each  set  (the  specifications  now 
amounting  to  71,922,  with  an  annual  increase  of  about  3,500),  the  Commissioners 
decided  that  the  specifications  must  either  be  bound  or  placed  in  card-board  cases 
(as  usual  in  this  office),  at  the  expense  of  the  donees.  The  cases  can  be  obtained 
of  a  firm  in  London  at  2s.  8d.  each  ;  2,536  cases  would  be  necessary. 

As  the  grant  includes  not  only  the  books  already  published,  but  also  those  which 
may  be  afterwards  printed  in  continuation,  the  latter  must  be 'taken  away  from  the  , 
Patent  Office  Store  Department  (38  Cursitor  street,  Chancery  Lane)  by  the  agent 
appointed  for  the  Library,  on  every  Monday,  between  the  hours  of  1 1  and  3  o'clock. 

The  Commissioners  of  Patents  expect  that  their  works  will  be  insured  when  sent 
abroad,  in  order  that  if  any  are  lost  they  may  be  replaced  by  purchase. 

I  have  given  instructions  for  the  selection  of  a  complete  set  of  the  works,  which 
shall  be  delivered  to  any  agent  duly  authorized  to  receive  them. 

I  remain,  &c, 
(Signed)  B.  WOODCROFT. 

B.  Moran,  United  States  Legation. 
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[LETTER  FROM  MR.   II O RAN  TO  MR.   DRAKE.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 


} 


London,  December  12,  1870. 

Dear  Sir:  In  the  month  of  May  last  you  addressed  a  letter  to  Mr.  Motley,  asking 
his  good  offices  to  procure  from  the  British  Commissioners  of  Patents  a  set  of  their 
publications  for  the  Mercantile  Library  of  St  Louis,  and  saying  that  while  Mr. 
Secretary  Fish,  whom  you  had  seen  on  the  subject,  said  that  Mr.  Motley  was  not 
permitted  to  ask  any  favors  of  the  government  to  which  he  was  accredited,  still  Mr. 
Fish  did  not  object  to  your  writing  to  Mr.  Motley  on  the  subject,  nor  to  Mr.  Motley's 
indorsing  the  application  in  reference  to  the  worthiness  ot  the  Mercantile  Library  of 
St  Louis  to  be  the  recipient  of  such  a  gift  from  the  British  Government  In  this 
view  Mr.  Motley  acted,  by  intrusting  the  matter  to  me  for  the  private  consideration 
of  Bennet  Woodcroft,  Esq.,  Great  Seal  Patent  Office,  who  really  has  the  disposal 
of  these  valuable  publications,  and  I  now  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a 
note  addressed  by  him  to  me,  from  which  you  will  learn  that  the  gift  has  been 
made  of  a  complete  set  of  these  publications  to  your  institution. 
t  You  will  observe  that  the  library  will  have  to  go  to  the  expense  of  about  ^"350  for 
cases  for  these  books,  the  value  of  which  exceeds  ^2,500,  and  also  bo  obliged  to 
select  an  agent  to  receive  them  in  London. 

I  would  recommend  to  your  notice  Mr.  B.  F.  Stevens,  the  United  States  Dis- 
patch Agent,  No.  17  Henrietta  street,  Covent  Garden,  London,  as  a  person  well 
fitted  for  the  casing  and  shipment  of  the  books.  He  is  a  bookseller,  an  American 
by  birth,  and  has  facilities  for  their  transportation  equal  to  those  of  any  person  I 
know  in  this  metropolis. 

It  is  proper  for  me  to  state  that  no  official  influence  was  used  to  procure  these 
books,  beyond  my  private  indorsement,  under  Mr.  Motley's  approval,  of  your 
application,  and  the  letter  to  you  of  Mr.  Dyer  of  19th  May  last. 

Trusting  that  this  valuable  gift  will  be  welcomed  by  you, 

I  am,  dear  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  BENJ.  MORAN,  Charge  cT  Affaires. 

Hon.  C.  D.  Drake,  U.  S.  Senate. 


[LETTER  FROM  MR.   DRAKE  TO    MR.    DYER.] 

Washington,  D.  C,  December  30,  1870. 
J  no.  N.  Dyer,  Esq.,  Librarian,  <5rv. : 

Dear  Sir:  "With  a  gratification  I  have  rarely  experienced,  I  hasten  to  announce 
to  you  that  I  have  this  day  received,  through  the  inclosed  letter  of  Hon.  Benjamin 
Moran,  U.  S.  Charge  d' Affaires  at  London,  the  welcome  information  that  my  letter 
to  Mr.  Motley,  written  last  spring  in  consequence  of  one  you  addressed  to  me,  has 
resulted  in  a  donation  by  the  British  Commissioners  of  Patents  of  a  complete  set  of 
their  publications,  now  existing  and  hereafter  to  be  published,  to  the  Mercantile 
Library  of  St  Louis. 

This  letter  of  Mr.  Moran,  with  the  copy  of  one  from  Bennet  Woodcroft,  Esq., 
Great  Seal  Patent  Office,  both  of  which  are  inclosed,  will  at  once  apprise  you  of 
the  unusual  value  of  the  donation,  and  of  the  steps  necessary  to  be  taken  by  the 
Mercantile  Library  Association  to  avail  themselves  of  it. 
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I  have  no  hesitation  in  seconding  Mr.  Moran's  recommendation  of  Mr.  B.  F. 
Stevens  as  a  suitable  person  to  act  as  agent  of  the  Association  in  regard  to  the 
casing  and  shipment  of  the  books. 

Be  pleased  to  tender  to  the  Association  my  congratulations  on  this  exceedingly 
valuable  accession  to  their  library.  Very  truly  yours, 

(Signed)  C.  D.  DRAKE. 

To  avail  ourselves  of  this  donation  it  will  be  necessary  for  our 
successors  to  remit  immediately  the  sum  of  $2,500  for  arranging 
the  specifications,  expenses  of  packing,  shipping,  insurance,  etc. 
As  article  vn,  chapter  2,  of  our  Constitution  provides  that  no 
appropriation  of  more  value  than  $2,000  for  any  one  object  shall 
be  made  without  the  assent  of  the  Association,  we  therefore  ask 
that  this  appropriation  bo  authorized  by  you. 

MEMBERSHIPS. 

Our  receipts  for  memberships,  during  the  year,  show  a  very 
gratifying  increase.    We  have  received : 

From  initiation  fees $  902  00 

From  life  memberships 200  00 

From  proprietors 3,112  50 

From  clerks 3,173  75 

From  beneficiaries 4,165  50 

Total $11,583  75 

The  total  membership  is  far  less  than  it  should  be  in  a  city  of 
upwards  of  three  hundred  thousand  inhabitants.  On  the  31st 
December,  1870,  it  numbered,  classed  as  follows : 

Honorary  members 17 

Life  members 512 

Proprietors 676 

Clerks .. 1,288 

Beneficiaries 1,046 

Total 3,539 

An  organized  effort  was  made  to  increase  the  membership,  and 
although  but  partially  carried  out,  we  enrolled  670  members  during 
the  year;  and  have  lost  from  death,  removals  from  the  city,  and 
various  other  causes,  361.  We  recommend  to  our  successors  an 
early  and  thorough  canvass  of  the  entire  city,  and  doubt  not  that 
they  will  be  enabled  to  report  a  membership  of  at  least  5,000  at 
our  next  annual  meeting.  We  also  recommend  a  reduction  of  life 
membership  from  8100  to  $50.     This  suggestion  wo  regard  as  a 
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matter  of  very  great  importance  to  the  interests  of  our  Associa- 
tion. At  the  present  price  only  those  who  do  so  from  motives  of 
friendship  can  be  induced  to  take  life  memberships.  Our  acquisi- 
tions amounted  to  but  one  in  1869  and  two  in  1870,  If  the  price 
be  reduced  to  $50  the  Board  is  persuaded  this  class  of  membership 
will  receive  a  marked  increase  in  the  future. 

NEW  CATALOGUE. 

The  growth  of  the  library  since  the  publication  of  our  present 
catalogue,  more  than  ten  years  ago,  demands  the  early  publication 
of  a  new  one,  containing  all  the  additions  to  the  library  since  that 
date.  The  expenditure  required  for  this  work  will  be  greater  than 
our  means  will  permit,  but  we  believe  a  sufficient  number  of  copies 
can  be  sold  to  realize  one-half  the  amount,  and  we  therefore  ask 
that  authority  be  granted  our  successors  to  prepare  and  publish 
such  catalogue  at  as  early  a  day  as  they  may  deem  expedient. 

WATMAN  CROW  SCHOLARSHIP. 

We  have  received  very  favorable  reports  of  Master  Edward  H. 
Engler,  the  present  incumbent  of  our  "Wayman  Crow  Scholar- 
ship "  in  Washington  University. 

PROPERTY. 

The  property  of  the  Association  is  insured  for  the  sum  of 
$153,700.  Our  net  gain  in  property  the  past  year  has  been 
$6,672.04,  and  tho  total  value  of  the  same  on  the  31st  of  December 
was  $217,174.51. 

BUILDING. 

We  are  constantly  reminded  by  the  frequently  occurring  fires 
around  us,  of  the  insecurity  of  our  valuable  collection  of  books, 
paintings>  statuary,  and  other  property,  and  we  deem  it  of  the 
highest  importance  that  every  exertion  should  be  made  to  secure 
a  new  site  and  to  erect  thereon  a  fire-proof  building. 

LIBRARY  AND   READING-ROOM.  ' 

During  the  past  spring  the  reading-room  was  thoroughly  reno- 
vated and  repaired,  the  walls  repainted,  and  everything  put  in 
perfect  order.  It  has  been  supplied  with  over  three  hundred 
newspapers  and  periodicals,  embracing  the  best  European  and 
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American  issues.  Our  library  is  steadily  growing  in  public  favor, 
as  the  following  statistics  will  demonstrate.  Within  the  past  year 
38j750  volumes  have  been  issued  for  perusal  in  the  library,  and 
105,375  volumes  have  been  withdrawn  for  home  reading.  It.  is 
gratifying  also  to  record  the  very  large  increase  in  the  number 
of  strangers  who  have  visited  the  Library  as  one  of  the  chief 
objects  of  interest  in  our  city. 

LIBRARIANS. 

To  John  BT.  Dyer,  our  Librarian  and  Actuary,  the  thanks  of  the 
Association  are  due  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  its  duties,  unceas- 
ing devotion  to  its  interests  in  every  possible  way,  and  to  his  exer- 
tions are  to  be  attributed,  much  of  our  success  in  the  increase  of 
membership  during  the  past  year.  It  affords  us  much  pleasure  to 
speak  in  terms  of  commendation  of  our  Assistant  Librarians,  W. 
H.  H.  Anderson,  Joseph  M.  H.  Washington,  and  Otis  B.  Webb. 

CONCLUSION. 

At  the  last  annual  meeting  the  President  was  instructed  to 
appoint  a  committee,  to  bo  charged  with  arranging  for  the  twenty- 
fifth  anniversary  of  this  Association.  In  conformity  with  these 
instructions,  a  committee  was  duly  appointed  to  make  fitting 
arrangements  for  the  commemoration  of  the  day. 

This  period  of  your  history,  possessing  the  significance  and 
interest  of  an  epoch,  should  challenge  special  attention.  A  quarter 
of  a  century  has  passed  since  the  foundation  of  this  institution. 
St.  Louis  was  then  a  village )  it  is  now  an  imperial  city.  The 
youth  of  that  day,  for  whose  improvement  this  Association  was 
formed,  are  the  leading  men  of  this,  and  they  are  exhorted,  in 
connection  with  the  Library — by  labor  and  by  money — to  do  for 
the  young  men  of  the  present,  what  was  done  for  them  in  the  past. 

Bespectfully  submitted  on  behalf  of  the  Board. 

R.  M.  SCBUGGS,  President. 


LIST  OF  DONORS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1870. 


Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Boston' 

City  Hospital. 
J.  O.  Carson. 
•I.  E.  Cols. 
J.  B.  Colt. 
M.  C.  Day. 
Hon.  C.  D.  Drake. 
Gen.  A.  B.  Dyer. 
Richard  Edwards. 
Hon.  G.  A.  Finkklnburo. 
Wm.  T.  Harris. 
R.  R.  Hutchinson. 
Hopitaux  de  Paris. 
I.  H.  Keim. 
Charles  King. 
George  Knapp  &  Co. 
Mrs.  W.  E.  Lauderdale. 
Levison  &  Blytiie. 
Mrs.  E.  D.  Lowe. 
McKke,  Fisiiback  «&  Co. 
Robert  McKenna. 
anthony  mlltenberger. 
Charles  Moritz. 
J.  G.  Sears. 
Mercantile  Library  Association 

of  New  York. 


Mercantile  Library  Association  of 

Cincinnati. 
Charles  W.  Murtfeldt. 
Dr.  O.  F.  Potter. 
Gen.  F.  J.  Porter. 
George  P.  Plant. 
Wm.  C.  Postal. 
L.  U.  Reavis. 
J.  Sarin  &  Sons. 
Rev.  M.  Schuyler. 
E.  H  Shepard. 

St.  Louis  Book  and  News  Company. 
State  Library  of  Tennessee. 
State  Library  of  Kentucky. 
State  Library  of  Michigan* 
State  Library  of  Mississippi. 
A.  Strauss. 
J.  F.  Torrey. 
Jno.  H.  Tracy. 
United  States  Government. 
S.  Waterhouse. 
Hon.  Erastus  Wells. 
A.  H.  Worth  en. 

Officers  of  the  Seventh  Regiment 
N.  Y.  S.  M. 


PAMPHLETS. 


Mercantile  Library,  Boston. 
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Mercantile  Library,  Quincy. 
New  York.  4  fc  "        San  Francisco. 

Brooklyn.  Young  Men's  Library,  Chicago. 

Philadelphia.        *'  "  *'         Cleveland. 

Pittsburg.         Public  School  Library,  St.  Louis. 
Baltimore.        Public  Library  of  the  City  of 
Cincinnati.  Boston. 


GOLD  COINS. 
Henry  H.  Wkrnsk. 


* 


PHOTOGRAPHIC  VIEWS. 
John  A.  Dillon. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


Mercantile  Library,  \ 

St.  Louis,  January  10,  1871.    ) 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report, 
showing  the  receipts  and  expenditures  during  tho  past  year,  and 
the  present  financial  condition  of  tho  Association,  viz  : 

"A."  Cash  Account. 
"B."  Balance  Sheet. 
"C."  Profit  and  Loss  Account. 


<< 


A." 


CASH    ACCOUNT. 


1870.  DEBIT. 

Jan'y  1— To  bnlanco $  800  07 

Membership  Account. 

Dec.  31 — Initiation 

Fees $902  00 

Life  Members..     200  00 

Proprietors 3,142  50 

Clerks 3,173  75 

Beneficiaries....  4,165  50 

$11,583  75 

Hall  Account. 

Grand  Hall $3,270  00 

Ante-Rooms....      215  00 

Hall  Stores 10,709  55 

$14,194  55 

Bills  payable...  1,200  00 

Lectures 1,261  65 

Fines 362  80 

Catalogues 5  50 

Lost  Books 12  25 

JohnN.  Dyer..  530  70 

Henry  H.  Wernse  347  46 


$29,798  73 


1870.  CREDIT. 

Dec.  31— By  advertising $    126 

Books 2,455 

Bills  payable 700 

Bonds  payable 3,000 

Binding.... 1,260 

Fuel 407 

Hall  expenses 3,569 

nail  repairs.. 1,416 

Interest 2,355 

Insurance 1,095 

Librarians 6,321 

Lights 2,458 

Merc.  Library  Hall  Co.  1,352 

Newspapers 599 

Postage 76 

Periodicals 947 

Printing 231 

Stationery  - 187 

Transportation 92 

Blank  Books 64 

Lectures 994 

Fine  Arts 85 

$29,798 


33 
17 
00 
00 
75 
72 
22 
53 
03 
80 
00 
60 
29 
92 
70 
88 
70 
25 
69 
75 
40 
00 


73 
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B." 


BALANCE    SHEET. 


1870. 


DEBIT. 


Dec.  31 — To    books    acquired 

by  purchase $60,263  89 

Books  acquired  by  do- 
nations   13,739  90; 

Cabinet  of  minerals....        600  00; 

Catalogues 179  00 

Fine   arts 20,565  65; 

Furniture 16,559  86 

Newspapers 200  00 

Periodicals 440  88 

Real  Estate 140,000  00 

Static  Sccncrv 970  00 


1870.  CREDIT. 

Dec.  31— By  stock  account...$217,174  51 

Bonds  payable 25,000  00 

Bills  payable 1,200  00 

Merc.    Library    Hall 

Company 9,697  21 

HcnrvH.  Wcrnse 347  46 


$253,419  18 


$258,419  18 


"C." 

PEOFIT  AND  LOSS  ACCOUNT 


1870. 


DEBIT. 


1870. 


CREDIT. 


Dec.  31 — To  advertising 

Binding  books 

Blank  books 

Fuel 

Hall  repairs 

Hall  expenses 

Insurance 

Interest 

Librarians 

Lights 

Newspapers .'. 

Postage 

Printing 

Stationerv 

Transportation 

Stock  account,  net  gain 


$    126 

1,187 

64 

407 

1,416 

3,569 

1,095 

2,355 

6,321 

2,458 

499 

76 

231 

187 

92 


oo 
oo 

or  , 

*.o  i 

-r  I 

/5 
72! 
50, 
22  i 

80; 

03 

00 

60  \ 

92 

70' 

70; 

25 

69 


Doc. 


6,672  04 


$26,762  50 


1— By  initiation  fee*....  $    902  00 

Life'  membership 200  00 

Proprietors  3,142  50 

Clerks 3,173  75 

Bcnificiaries 4,165  50 

Grand  Hall 3,270  00 

Ante-Rooms 215  00 

Hall  stores 10.709  55 

Book  donations 354  15 

Lectures 267  25 

Fines 362  80 


$26,762  50 


Very  respectfully, 

HENRY  H.  WERNSE,  Treasurer. 


PROCEED  FN GS 


OF  THE 


CELEBRATION 


OF  THE 
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PROGRAMME. 

FOR  TIIE 

CELEBRATION  OF  THE  TWENTY-FIFTH  ANNIVERSARY 

OK  THE  FOUNDATION  OF  THE 

Friday  Evening,  January  13,  1871. 


MUSIC. 


Grand  Opening*  March,  composed  for  the  occasion,  culled  the   "  St.  Louis 
Mercantile  Library  Anniversary  March,"  by  Frank  Bochm's  Cornet  Band. 

INTRODUCTORY  REMARKS, 

BY 

JOHN  T.  DOUGLASS, 

Chairman  Committee  of  Arrangements. 
ADDRESS, 

BY 

JAMES  B.    YBATMAN, 

First  President  of  the  Association. 

MUSIC, 
By  the  Liederkranz  Society— Male  Chorus — "Glory  to  God"  (Beethoven). 

THE    THREE    STAGES, 

BY 

THOMAS   E.    GAEEETT. 

Compose  1  for  the  occasion,  marking  the  different  stages  in  the  progress  of 
Civilization,  and  illustrated  at  the  close  of  each  part  by  the  following 

TABLEAUX, 
Under  the  supervision  of  Mrs.  Edwina  Dean  Lowe  and  Mr.  J.  R.  Meeker. 
First— "  The  Pioneer."    The  Settler's  Family  attacked  by  Indians. 
Second—"  The  Merchant  at  Home." 
Third — "  Columbia  Addressing  her  Children." 
Fourth — "  The  Arts  and  Sciences."    Presided  over  by  Columbia. 


INTRODUCTORY  REMARKS. 

BY 

JOHN    T.     DOUGLASS, 

CHAIRMAN   COMMITTEE  OF  ARRANGEMENTS. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  Members  of  the  St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Association  : 

At  the  annual  meeting  in  January,  1870,  it  was  resolved  that 
the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the  foundation  of  the  Association 
should  be  observed  in  a  manner  that  would  bctittingly  mark  our 
appreciation  of  the  rare  good  fortune  that  had,  in  so  short  a  time, 
enabled  the  institution  to  attain  such  a  high  degree  of  prosperity 
and  usefulness,  and  the  President  was  instructed  to  appoint  a 
committee  to  give  effect  to  this  resolution. 

The  aim  of  the  committee  has  been  to  arrange  an  order  of 
exercises  suitable  to  the  occasion,  comporting  with  the  dignity  of 
the  institution,  yet  sufficiently  varied  in  character  to  attract  the 
attendance  of  the  members,  and  insure  their  gratification  while 
presont.  The  action  of  the  committee  is  presented  on  the  pro- 
gramme in  your  hands,  except  that  the  committee  invited  the 
Hon.  John  B.  Henderson  to  address  you.  Ho  accepted  the  invita- 
tion, but  on  Friday  last  he  notified  the  committee  that  sickness 
would  prevent  his  being  presont  this  evening. 

The  committee  embrace  this  opportunity  to  return  the  most 
hearty  thanks  of  the  Association  to  the  two  gentlemen  who 
will  address  you  (Mr.  James  E.  Yoatman  and  Mr.  T.  E.  Garrett), 
to  Mrs.  E.  D.  Lowe,  Mr.  J.  K.  Meeker,  the  members  of  the  Lieder- 
kranz  Society,  and  the  other  ladies  and  gentlemen  who  have  so 
kindly  consented  to  aid  us  on  this  occasion. 

The  committo  congratulate  you  that  the  first  President  of  the 
Association,  who  bore  so  prominent  a  part  in  its  organization  and 
in  shaping  its  course  in  the  ways  that  assured  its  marvelous 
growth;  who,  with  anxious,  loving  interest,  has  watched  every 
step  of  its  progross,  is  still  with  us  in  the  full  vigor  of  manhood, 
and  has  been  prevailed  upon  to  recite  to  you  the  history  of  the  past 
and  give  you  his  views  for  the  future.  Mr.  James  E.  Yeatman, 
the  first  President  of  the  Association,  will  now  address  you. 
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ADDRESS 


OF 


JAMES    E.     YEATMAN. 


In  tho  halls  of  our  universities  and  colleges  hang  the  portraits  of 
benefactors,  who  were  merchants,  traders  in  the  busy  world, 
that  they  might  endow  professorships,  fill  tho  shelves  of  libraries, 
and  place  at  the  command  of  the  student  whatever  is  recorded  of 
the  genius,  intelligence,  and  industry  of  man.  The  young  mer- 
chant, even  in  his  early  novitiate,  is  not  now  content  with  the 
accomplishments  which  are  deemed  requisite  in  his  initiation,  and 
which,  though  by  no  means  ignoble,  do  not  call  for  strong  mental 
exertion,  nor  require,  for  perfectibility,  the  length  of  time  often 
devoted  to  them.  He  seeks  more  than  can  be  found  in  his  routine 
of  duties.  He  is  not  satisfied  with  the  more  ordinary  occupations, 
and  his  higher  aspirations  are  aided  by  the  opportunities  for 
acquiring  knowledge  \*hich  have  within  a  few  years  been  bountir 
fully  multiplied.  There  are  lectures,  libraries,  and  reading-rooms 
for  those  who  crave  for  their  leisure  hours  something  more  than 
mere  amusement;  and  they  have  given  a  character  to  pursuits 
which  were  once  considered  suited  only  to  practical  men,  whose 
business  was  to  do  the  drudgery  of  life,  leaving  the  monopoly  of 
mind  to  more  Aesthetic  natures.  Mercantile  associations  have  been 
formed,  whose  object  is  to  encourage  improvement,  promote  a  taste 
for  science  and  art,  stimulate  an  attention  to  intellectual  culture, 
and  induce  a  devotion  to  qualifications  which  may  give  a  wider 
range  for  future  usefulness.  It  is  to  commemorate  the  foundation 
of  such  an  institution  that  we  have  met  here  this  evening. 

A  sketch  of  the  history  of  commerce  may  not  be  inappropriate 
on  this  occasion,  as  embodying  much  that  illustrates  its  connection 
with  civilization  and  the  influence  it  has  had  on  society.  Com- 
merce, as  a  distinct  profession,  could  not  have  existed  until  a  dogree 
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of  luxury  had  been  attained;  and  the  more  adventurous  sought  in 
other  lands  that  which  could  not  be  found  at  home.  Intercourse 
between  different  countries  was  thus  commenced,  and  improvement 
and  refinement  progressed  as  it  augmented. 

In  availing  themselves  of  whatever  made  life  more  desirable, 
men  imperceptibly  adopted  customs  which  assimilated  them  in 
manners ;  and  the  merchant,  as  he  united  nations,  became  an  instru- 
ment in  advancing  their  condition.  His  mission  was  one  of  kind- 
ness and  conciliation.  The  battle-field  was  no  place  for  his  opera- 
tions, and  from  the  earliest  time  to  the  present  day  his  wishes,  feel- 
ings, and  interests  have  made  him  a  friend  and  advocate  of  peace. 

The  Hindoos  were  represented  as  a  highly  commercial  people. 
The  merchant  was  evidontly  regarded  as  an  important  member  of 
the  social  system,  and  he  took  his  place  among  the  distinguished 
and  most  respected  of  the  land.  India  has  been,  through  all  stages 
of  history,  the  leading  star  of  mercantile  enterprise.  The  merchant 
of  all  times  has  cast  toward  her  his  anxious  gaze.  Her  wealth  has 
been  poured  in  abundance  upon  all  lands.  Arabia,  Ethiopia,  Egypt, 
in  a  regular  succession  felt  her  bounty.  Persia,  Assyria,  Greece, 
Carthage,  Kome,  whatever  is  known  to  us  of  antiquity,  or  is  re- 
garded with  reverence,  has  become  rich  in  proportion  to  its  extent 
of  trade  with  this  great  storehouse  of  commerce.  When  in  the 
course  of  time  they  passed  onward,  leaving  to  new  nations  the  ful- 
fillment of  earth's  destinies,  the  yet  unexhausted  treasures  of  the 
East  were  the  main  objocts  of  new  aspirations.  The  Portuguese 
mariner  doubled  the  stormy  cape  of  Africa  to  show  his  coun- 
trymen the  road  to  India.  The  Genoese,  as  he  begged  from 
kingdom  to  kingdom  —  the  gift  he  asked  being  the  power  of 
bestowing  boundless  wealth  on  the  giver  —  looked  only  to  India. 
And  yet,  when  the  long-sought  yet  unseen  land  lay  in  darkness 
before  him,  in  the  watch  of  that  endless  night,  till  at  last,  through 
the  gray  mist,  came  slowly  forth  the  faint  outline  of  cocoanut  and 
palm  trees,  his  aching  eyes  rested,  as  he  thought,  on  the  groves 
of  Hindostan,  looming  in  the  dim  twilight  of  early  morning. 
So  long  had  India  been  almost  the  sole  thought  of  enterprising 
men,  that  it  seemed  impossible  that  there  should  be  other  roads  to 
mercantile  success. 

Ancient  commerce  was  carried  on  principally  by  land,  and  the 
mode  of  transportation  necessarily  limited  it  to  articles  of  little 
weight  or  bulk.  The  merchant  and  his  goods  kept  together.  There 
were  no  agencies  to  help  him,  no  commission  houses  established  on 
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the  Niger  or  Ganges ;  but  through  long,  weary  days  of  toil  and 
suffering,  with  hunger  and  burning  thirst,  and  throbbing  brow,  in 
the  dust  of  travel,  with  peril  around  and  anxiety  upon  him,  trust- 
ing to  his  own  activity  and  watchfulness,  he  struggled  with  the 
chances  of  his  journey — a  minister  of  God  to  connect  distant  lands, 
and  to  pioneer  civilization  and  truth. 

The  characteristics  which  marked  the  commerce  of  the  ancients, 
and  the  accustomed  ways  trodden  by  the  ages,  were  obliterated  and 
forgotten  in  the  revolutions  occasioned  by  the  invention  of  the 
mariner's  compass,  the  doubling  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  the 
discovery  of  America — three  events  which  have  had  more  influence 
upon  the  material  destiny  of  man  than  any  recorded  in  history. 

The  mysterious  polarity  of  the  magnetic  needle  gave  him  unlim- 
ited range  of  the  broad  ocean,  and  enabled  him  to  choose  his  path- 
way over  its  vast  waters,  freed  him  from  the  terrors  which  had 
restricted  him  to  his  native  coasts,  and  opened  an  unlimited  world 
to  his  energies  and  intelligence.  The  cargo  of  the  ship  over- 
whelmed the  load  of  the  camel ;  the  highway  he  had  worn  was 
returned  to  the  wilderness,  and  the  opulent  cities  which  had  risen 
by  its  sides  were  abandoned  to  decay  and  forgetful n ess;  and  from 
beyond  the  barriers  of  old  existences,  the  colossal  shadow,  which 
had  obscurely  told  the  coming  of  a  young  world,  grew  into  glowing 
life,  and  as  it  beckoned  to  the  old,  offering  more  than  fancy  had 
pictured  to  hope,  familiar  things  were  disdainfully  cast  aside,  and 
the  quickened  impulses  of  humanity  turned  to  the  new  and  distant 
revelation. 

Commerce  dated  its  new  birth  from  theso  discoveries.  Three 
centuries  have  scarcely  passed  since  this  great  change,  and  its 
effect  is  felt  in  every  region  of  the  globe.  It  has  covered  America 
with  the  population  of  Europe,  extended  civilized  dominion  over  a 
large  part  of  Asia,  and  is  spreading  through  every  island  of  the 
Pacific. 

The  discovery  by  Watt  of  the  power  of  steam,  and  its  success- 
ful application  by  Fulton  as  a  propelling  power  for  vessels,  and  bjr 
Stephenson  as  a  motive  power  to  land-carriages — discoveries  which 
have  annihilated  both  time  and  space — have  made  distant  nations 
close  neighbors.  What  would  America  be  without  the  application 
of  steam  to  locomotion?  It  has  opened  a  new  highway  to  the 
desired  of  all  nations,  India.  The  new  world  caught  up  the  refrain 
of  the  old ;  and  the  immortal  Benton,  in  a  speech,  standing  on  the 
Court  Ilouse  steps  of  our  city  of  St.  Louis,  in  a  moment  of  inspi- 
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ration,  looking  toward  the  setting  sun,  proclaimed  that  « there  is 
the  East,  there  is  India."  The  echo  of  the  words  which  he  had 
spoken,  as  they  reverberated  from  the  Alleghanies  to  the  Kooky 
Mountains,  had  scarcely  died  away  before  the  sound  of  the  shovel 
and  the  pick  were  heard,  and  the  nation  was  on  its  onward  march 
to  India. 

■  Civilization  and  Christianity  have  over  followed  in  the  footsteps 
of  the  trader.  Where  the  caravan  halted,  and  the  camel  knelt  to  be 
relieved  of  his  load,  and  the  trader  found  temporary  repose,  the 
temple  rose,  and  the  servant  of  the  altar  sacrificed,  and  the  pilgrim 
worshiped,  men  corigregatod,  and  by  gradual  progress  the  stop- 
ping place  became  populous  and  powerful.  Now,  as  in  those  earljr 
days  and  distant  lands,  the  same  process  is  being  repeated  in  our 
own.  The  trading  post, -a  few  huts,  the  village,  and  then  the  church 
with  its  spire  pointing  heavenward. 

Thus  it  was  with  our  own  city  a  few  years  more  than  a  century 
ago— the  spot  on  which  we  stand  was  a  wilderness,  inhabited  by 
savages,  and  roamed  over  by  herds  of  buffaloes  and  wild  animals. 

A  few  adventurous  traders  formed  themselves  into  a  company, 
to  whom  was  granted  by  the  Director-General  and  Commandant 
of  Louisiana  "  the  exclusive  trade  with  the  savages  of  the  Missouri, 
and  all  the  nations  residing  west  of  the  Mississippi,  for  a  term  of 
years/'  This  company  organized,  an  expedition  was  fitted  out 
under  the  leadership  of  M.  Laclede  Liguest,  who  was  recognized 
as  a  man  of  great  merit,  capable,  from  his  experience,  of  conduct- 
ing with  skill  and  prudence  the  interests  of  the  company.  He  loft 
rXew  Orleans  the  3d  of  August,  1763,  and  arrived  at  Ste.  Genevieve 
oarly  in  November,  which  was  then  a  small  village,  the  only  one 
existing  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Mississippi.  Here  Laclode  could 
not  find  a  house  capable  of  containing  his  merchandise,  and  was 
forced  to  avail  himself  of  the  invitation  of  M.  De  Neyon,  Com- 
mandant of  Fort  des  Chartres,  situated  a  few  miles  distant  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river,  in  Illinois.  Here  be  disembarked  his 
goods,  and  after  completing  his  trade  he  left  Fort  dos  Chartres,  in 
the  month  of  December,  with  one  companion,  Auguste  Chouteau, 
from  whose  narrative  I  quote,  to  seek  a  location  for  a  post  for  his 
future  trading  operations.  "He  was  delighted  when  he  saw  the 
situation  on  which  St.  Louis  now  stands,  and  did  not  hesitate  a 
moment  to  locate  there  the  establishment  he  proposed.  Besides 
the  beauty  of  the  site,  he  found  there  all  the  advantages  that  one 
could  desire  for  a  settlement  which  might  become  very  considerable 
hereafter."    After  having  thoroughly  examined  the  location  he 
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returned  to  Fort  dos  Chartres.  He  related  with  much  enthusiasm 
to  Mons.  Neyon  and  his  officers  the  result  of  his  exploration,  and 
told  them  that  he  had  found  a  situation  where  ho  was  going  to 
locate  a  settlement  which  might  hereafter  become  "  one  of  the  finest 
cities  in  America."  Navigation  opened  in  the  early  part  of  Feb- 
ruary, when  ho  dispatched  a  boat  with  thirty  men,  under  the  charge 
of  -Chouteau,  telling  him  "  to  proceed  to  the  spot  he  had  selected, 
clear  the  land,  and  erect  cabins  for  his  men/'  Chouteau  arrived  at 
the  place  designated  on  the  14th  of  March,  1764.  In  the  early  part 
of  April  Laclede  arrived  at  the  settlement  and  proceeded  to  lay  out 
the  village  which  ho  wished  to  found,  and  named  it  St.  Louis,  in 
honor  of  Louis  XY. 

Such  is  the  account,  as  given  by  Auguste  Chouteau,  the  com- 
panion of  Laclede,  of  the  first  settlement  of  this  great  and  beau- 
tiful city.  This  adventurous  trader  appears  to  have  had  a  prophetic 
vision  of  the  coming  greatness  of  the  city  which  he  was  locating — 
it  at  least  dawned  upon  his  mind.  Could  the  hand  of  Omnipotence 
have  drawn  aside  the  veil,  so  that  he  could  havo  had  a  glimpse  of 
it,  with  its  busy  population,  its  crowded  streets  beaming  with  life, 
its  miles  of  storehouses,  its  palatial  residences,  its  foundries  and 
furnaces,  its  machine  shops  and  manufactories,  its  churches  and 
school-houses  and  colleges,  its  waters  no  longer  traversed  by  barges 
of  a  few  tons  burden,  propelled  by  sinews  and  muscles  of  strong 
men,  occupying  many  months  in  making  the  voyago  from  New 
Orleans  to  St.  Louis,  but  by  great  vessels,  carrying  vast  burdens, 
propelled  by  steam,  and  moving  almost  with  the  speed  of  the  wind ; 
the  land  traversed  by  numerous  railroads,  with  their  long  trains, 
freighted  with  human  beings,  and  the  rich  products  of  every  clime, 
arriving  and  departing  each  hour,  contributing  to  the  wealth  and 
growth  of  the  little  trading  post  established  by  him,  and  which  he 
said  "  might  become,  hereafter,  one  of  the  finest  cities  in  America." 
This  seemed  no  less  improbable  to  Mons.  De  Neyon  and  his  officers 
at  Fort  des  Chartres  than  do  the  predictions  of  those  now  in  our 
midst,  who  tell  us  that  St.  Louis  is  not  to  be  one  of  the  greatest, 
but  the  greatest  city  on  this  continent,  and  the  capital  of  an  empire. 
We  have  met  here  this  night  not  to  laud  our  beautiful  and  rapidly 
growing  city,  in  which  every  citizen  feels  so  just  a  pride,  or  to 
commemorate  its  foundation,  but  for  a  more  special  and  limited 
object,  but  one  equally  as  dear  to  the  hearts  of  those  who  are 
associated  with  it.  The  members  of  this  Association,  with  others 
present,  have  met  here  to  celebrate  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of 
the  organization  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Association,  and  the 


,  task  has  devolved  on  me  of  giving  the  history  of  the  rise  and 
progress  of  the  Association,  with  some  suggestions  as  to  its  future 
development,  which  I  will  do  as  concisely  as  possible. 

This  Institution  had  its  birth  in  a  most  appropriate  place,  the 
merchants'  counting-room.    The  paternity,  as  ascribed,  lies  between 
fc^o  of  our  old  and  accomplished  merchants — Peter  Powell  and 
•Tohn  C.  Tevis.    The  formor  has  long  since  been  gathered  to  his 
fi* thers ;  the  lattor  has  retired  to  the  more  quiet  and  peaceful  pur- 
suits   of  the  country.     Those  gentlemen  were  ably  seconded  by 
A..  B.  Chambers,  the  then  editor  of  the  Missouri  Bepublican,  one 
of  the  most  public-spirited  men  that  has  ever  graced  our  city. 
Those  who  remember  him,  and  there  are  many  who  hear  the  sound 
of  my  voice  who  do,  will  bear  me  out  in  saying  that  he  was  fore- 
niost  in  every  enterprise  that  had  for  its  object  the  improvement 
And  advancement  of  the  city,  to  which  he  not  only  contributed 
^rith  his  pen,  through  the  columns  of  his  paper,  then  one  of  the 
leading  commercial  journals  in   the   West,  but  by  his  personal 
efforts  and  private  moans. 

My  own  recollections  are  that  the  more  especial  honor  of  being 
the  originators  of  the  library  belongs  to  John  C.  Tevis  and  Bobort 
K.  Wodds.   These  recollections  have  been  fully  confirmed  by  a  letter 
which  has  been  placed  in  my  hands  by  the  President  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Arrangements  within  the  past  week,  from  Mr.  Tevis,  in  which 
he  says :  "  One  afternoon  in  the  fall  of  1846,  while  standing  chatting 
at  our  doors  in  Main  street,  which  were  adjoining,  the  subject  of 
forming  a  Mercantile  Library  was  first  broached  between  Mr.  Bob- 
ert  K.  Woods  and  myself.     After  some  conversation,  Mr.  Woods 
and  I  resolved  to  '  make  an  effort/  at  least,  by  calling  in  person  on 
some  few  active  and  enterprising  citizens,  who  agreed  to  meet  with 
Us  and  discuss  the  matter,  which  they  did  one  night  at  the  count- 
ing-room of  Tevis,  Scott  &  Tevis,  on  Main  street."    John  C.  Tevis 
'Was  a  Philadolphian  by  birth,  and  a  man  of  liberal  education  and 
genial  manners  and  habits,  and  at  that  time  a  prosperous  merchant. 
rfhe  first  meeting  was  hold  at  his  counting-room  at  night,  on  De- 
cember 80,  1846.     There  were  eight  gentlemen  present :  Col.  A.  B. 
Chambers,  Peter  Powell,  Bobort  K.  Woods,  John  F.  Franklin,  B. 
It.  Perry,  William  P.  Scott,  John  Halsali,  and  John  C.  Tevis,  ail  of 
"\*hom  were  merchants  except  Col.  Chambers.     All  have  since 
passed  away  save  John  C.  Tevis  and  B.  K.  Woods,  the  latter  of 
^vrhom  is  present  with  us  this  evening,  a  witness  of  the  success  of 
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tho  organizatioD  which  he  took  so  prominent  a  part  in  founding. 
Mr.  Peter  Powell  was  the  chairman  of  this  meeting,  and  the 
following  resolutions  were  offored  by  Col.  Chambers : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  deemed  expedient  by  the  merchants  of  this  city  to 
found  a  Mercantile  Library  Association  for  their  own  mutual  improvement 
and  for  the  improvement  of  those  in  their  employ;  and  that  in  so  doing  they 
deem  it  expedient  to  form  a  library  principally  devoted  to  such  subjects  as 
are  useful  to  men  employed  in  commercial  pursuits;  but  that  whilst  the 
primary  object  is  mercantile,  all  other  professions  are  respectfully  invited 
to  unite. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  live  be  appointed  at  this  meeting  to  select  a 
committee  of  fifteen,  to  report  to  a  meeting  of  merchants  and  others  a 
constitution  and  by-laws. 

In  compliance  with  the  above,  Messrs.  Powell,  Budd,  Chambers, 
Kennett,  Hall,  Bust,  Clark,  Barnard,  Eioketson,  Halsall,  Dough- 
erty, Peterson,  Southack,  Glasgow,  and  Yeatman,  were  appointed 
to  draft  a  constitution  and  by-laws. 

On  the  13th  of  January,  1846,  in  pursuance  of  a  public  call,  a 
meeting  was  held  at  Concert  Hall.  The  Association  was  organized 
by  the  adoption  of  a  constitution,  and  we  are  assembled  here  to- 
night to  celebrate  tho  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  this  event.  I 
have  endeavored  to  give  you,  as  briefly  as  possible,  the  history  of 
the  birth  of  this  organization ;  and  by  reason  of  my  having  been 
present  and  an  eye-witness  of  this  first  meeting,  I  have  been  sum- 
moned to  this  stand  to-night  to  toll  what  I  know  of  it. 

I  well  remember  now,  on  that  bleak,  cold  13th  of  January  this 
child — if  1  may  so  term  it — was  born,  without  a  habitation  or 
shelter  for  its  head.  It  needed  to  be  cared  and  provided  for,  and 
our  merchants,  generous,  warm-hearted,  sympathetic,  then  as  now, 
determined  that  it  should  be  taken  care  of.  They  took  it  to  their 
hearts,  nurtured  it,  warmed  it  into  life,  and  now  it  remains  to  bo 
told  how  well  they  have  provided  for  it.  I  had  the  honor  of  being 
selected  as  their  first  President,  with  Luther  M.  Kennett  as  Vice- 
President;  Kobert  K.  Woods  as  Treasurer;  S.  A.  Ranlett  as  Cor- 
responding Secretary ;  John  A.  Dougherty  as  Eecording  Secretary ; 
William  M.  Thompson,  John  C.  Tevis,  Peter  Powell,  George  K. 
Budd,  Alexander  Peterson,  J.  F.  Franklin,  and  Robt.  Barth,  Direc- 
tors ;  Josiah  Dent,  Librarian.  The  Board  of  Directors  entered 
promptly  upon  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  early  in  February 
reported  that  the  cash  oollected  and  subscribed  amounted  to  the 
sum  of  $2,307.25.     On  tho  16th  of  February  rooms  were  rented 
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for  the  library  at  the  cornor  of  Pino  and  Main  streets.  In  April 
the. library  was  opened  to  its  members.  At  the  end  of  the  first 
year  reports  show  that  the  cash  receipts  during  the  year  amounted 
to  $2,689,  and  that  there  were  1680  volumes  in  the  library.  The 
members  numbered  283.  The  success  of  the  Association  was  so 
marked  that  a  change  of  location  was  deemed  necessary  before  the 
end  of  the  first  year.  Two  houses  in  Glasgow  row  were  rented, 
and  the  second  stories  were  appropriated  to  the  library  and  read- 
ing-rooms. At  the  end  of  the  second  yoar  the  membership  num- 
bered. 360,  volumes  2287 ;  and  from  this  time  on  memberships  and 
books  steadily  increased,  so  that  at  the  end  of  the  third  year  Mr. 
Vinton,  the  second  President  of  the  Association,  says :  "  Our  Asso- 
ciation is  only  throe  years  old,  and  yet  we  have  nearly  as  many 
books  as  were  possessed  by  the  Mercantile  Library  Association  of 
New  York  when  it  had  existed  five  years;  as  that  of  Cincinnati 
when  it  had  existed  eight  years ;  as  that  of  Philadelphia  when  it 
had  existed  ten  years  ;  and  more  than  that  of  Boston  after  an  ex- 
istence of  nineteen  years."  At  the  end  of  the  fourth  year  mem- 
bership had  more  than  doubled,  and  the  number  of  volumes  in 
the  library  had  incroasod  three-fold.  It  was  found  that  the  new 
quarters  would  soon  be  insufficient  to  accommodate  tho  rapid 
growth  of  the  library,  so  President  Vinton  in  his  second  report 
recommended  and  mainly  urged  that  measures  bo  adopted  at  onco 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  "a  now  home  or  resting  place  central 
and  convenient."  Tho  Association  acted  upon  this  recommendation, 
and  a  resolution  was  offerod  by  Col.  A.  B.  Chambers  instructing 
the  Board  of  Directors  to  take  immediate  measures  for  the  accu- 
mulation of  a  fund  to  be  called  the  building  fund.  On  motion 
of  Hudson  E.  Bridge,  Esq.,  a  subscription  list  was  opened  so  as  to 
give  those  present  an  opportunity  to  contribute.  How  much  was 
obtained  at  this  meeting  is  not  reported,  but  I  presume  that  the 
amount  was  small,  as  Mr.  Bridge,  the  third  President  of  the  Asso- 
ciatson,  stated  in  his  first  annual  report  that  there  was  in  the  hands 
of  tho  treasurer  $1,012  belonging  to  the  building  fund.  Mr.  Bridge 
urged  most  forcibly  the  erection  of  a  library  building,  and  recom- 
mended a  plan  for  the  formation  of  a  joint  stock  company,  to  be 
designated  as  the  "  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Association,"  with  a 
capital  of  $50,000,  to  bo  divided  into  shares  of  $10  each.  The 
building  so  erected  was  to  be  leasod  to  the  Library  Association  at 
a  rental  of  six  per  cent,  on  the  cost.  The  Library  Association  was 
to  have  tho  privilege  of  purchasing  tho  stock  from  time  to  time,  at 
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par,  or  loss,  thus  becoming  the  owner  of  the  property.  The  sur- 
plus rentals  from  halls  and  stores,  after  paying  the  lease,  were  to 
be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  the  stock.  This  plan  was  substan- 
tially adopted,  and  in  less  than  five  weeks'  time  from  the  recommend- 
ation of  Mr.  Bridge  a  charter  had  been  obtained  from  the  Legisla- 
ture for  the  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company.  On  the  2d  of  Maj- 
the  company  organized.  The  first  President  was  Alfred  Yinton,  a 
man  who  had  distinguished  himself  above  all  others  by  the  active 
zeal  which  he  had  manifested  in  behalf  of  the  Library  Association. 
It  is  to  his  untiring  energy,  his  indomitable  will,  his  lavish  use  of 
his  time  and  of  money  for  its  benefit,  that  this  Association  largely 
owes  its  present  prosperity. 

He  possessed  in  a  wonderful  degree  that  power  of  infusing  his 
own  Energy  into  others  which  is  so  efficient,  not  only  in  building 
up  such  an  institution  as  this,  but  also  in  promoting  the  welfare  of 
a  young  and  growing  city,  and  in  developing  and  carrying  forward 
its  varied  interests. 

I  remember  the  admiration  with  which  I  regarded  him.  He  was 
truly  Napoleonic  in  the  power  of  his  will,  in  his  endurance,  tenacity 
and  perseverance.  He  was  not  unlike  the  groat  conqueror  in  per- 
son, and  of  this  resemblance  he  was  quite  conscious.  I  regarded 
his  future  as  certain  to  be  crowned  with  every  honor  to  which  a 
good  citizen  might  aspire,  and  believed  him  worthy  to  be  held  up  as 
a  model  of  civic  virtues,  and  as  an  example  to  the  youth  of  our  city 
and  country,  of  what  a  poor  boy,  without  friends  or  influence  to 
aid  him,  might  become  by  close  application  and  persevering  indus- 
try and  honesty.  If  he  cannot  now  be  held  up  as  such  a  model,  we 
must  attribute  it  to  the  fact  that  man  is  fallible  and  liable  to  err. 
Stars  that  have  shone  brightly  in  the  heavens  have  faded  away  into 
outer  darkness  and  unknown  regions ;  angels  have  fallen,  and  so 
have  men.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Hall  Company  on  June  10,  1851, 
the  Board  were  ordered  to  purchase  a  lot  at  the  corner  of  Locust 
and  Fifth  streets,  which  they  did,  at  a  cost  of  $25,500.  It  was 
necessary,  as  the  next  step,  to  decide  upon  a  plan  for  the  library 
building.  In  response  to  an  advertisement  numerous  plans  were 
submitted,  and  it  was  not  until  December  that  the  design  of  Eobert 
S.  Mitchell  was  adopted  after  warm  discussions  and  long  and  tedious 
deliberation.  I  was  a  member  of  the  Board  at  the  time,  and  my 
preference  was  strongly  in  favor  of  another  design,  but  the  majority 
decided  in  favor  of  the  present  plan.  The  result  was  the  erection 
of  the  edifice  in  which  wo  now  are.    The  estimated  cost  of  the  build- 
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ing  was  $70,000.     We  had  paid  $25,500  for  the  ground,  making  in 
all  $95,500. 

At  this  time  the  whole  amount  of  stock   subscribed   did  not 
exceed  $50,000,  so  that  an  additional  subscription  of  $45,000  was 
required  to   complete  the   building    according    to    the   estimate. 
Henry  D.  Bacon,  Esq.,  then  a  prosperous   and  liberal  banker, 
proposed  to  take   $20,000  of  the  stock,  provided  the  remaining 
$25,000  was  obtained.     Stimulated  by  this  timely  and  generous 
offer,  others*  came  forward,  until  the  required  amount  was  duly 
subscribed.     Mr.  Bacon  is  entitled  to  all  honor  for  his  munificence 
and  the  interest  he  manifested.    Would  that  there  were  more  to 
emulate  his  example  in  generous  deeds.     The  Association  subse- 
quently ovinced  their  appreciation  of  his  many  valuable  gifts  by 
ordering  a  full-length  portrait  of  him,  which  now  adorns  our  walls. 
He  was  the  fourth  President,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  J.  H. 
Alexander,  who  reported  that  at  the  end  of  the  eighth  year  of  the 
existence  of  the  Association  the  membership  had  increased  to  847 
persons,  and  that  there  were  in  the  library  10,565  well-selected 
volumes.    The  large  hall  was  so  far  completed  as  to  be  occupied  in 
the  latter  part  of  his  term  of  office.    A  course  of  twelve  lectures 
was  delivered  in  it  by  the  Rev.  Orville  Dewey.     This  was  the 
fullest  course  of  lectures  ever  delivered  in  St.  Louis,  and  its  success 
showed  the  great  progress  made  in  the  taste  for  this   kind    of 
entertainment — a  taste  which  had  been  mainly  fostered  by  this 
Association.     It  was  in  the  succeeding  year,  1855,  that  the  Library 
Hall  building  was  completed  in   all   its  parts   and   fully   taken 
possession  of  by  the  Association.     Mr.  John  T.  Douglass,  the  fifth 
President  of  tho  Association,  in  his  first  report  says :  "  We  have 
witnessed  tho  completion  and  taking  possession  of  what  is  to  bo  our 
permanent  home,  and  on  this,  the  ninth  anniversary  of  our  exist- 
ence, we  meet  within  the  walls  of  a  building  erected  expressly  for 
our  use,  at  a  cost  of  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand  dollars,  with 
accommodations  more  ample  in  their  extent  and  superior  in  their 
arrangements  to  those  possessed  by  any  similar  institution  in  this 
country ;  and  more  than  all,  it  is  a  building  that  we  may  fairly 
hope  some  day  to  call  our  own."    The  completion  of  tho  library 
building  was  duly  celebrated  by  a  public  meeting  held  in  tho  large 
hall,  and  by  an  address  delivered  by  tho  Rev.  Wm.  Holmes,  to  one 
of  the  largest  audiences  ever  assembled  in  St.  Louis.     Tho  cost  of 
the  building  had  exceeded  the  original  estimate  by  at  least  $30,000. 

This  amount  was  borrowed  at  a  high  rate  of  interest,  and,  accord- 
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ing  to  the  terms  of  the  lease,  had  to  be  paid  by  the  Library 
Association. 

This  proved  so  onerous  to  the  Association  that  it  was  forced  to 
appeal  to  the  Hall  Company  for  a  modification  of  the  terms  of  the 
lease.  The  modification  was  granted,  and  an  arrangement  made 
by  which  the  Library  Company  assumed  the  payment  of  the  debt  in 
tri- annual  installments  with  the  interest  thereon,  the  Hall  Company 
postponing  the  payment  of  interest  on  the  stock  until  after  the 
payment  of  the  entire  debt.  This  was  the  result  of  the  action  of  a 
majority  of  the  stockholders,  and  manifested  a  noble  spirit  of 
generosity  which  is  deserving  of  all  praise  and  of  the  lasting  grati- 
tude of  the  Association.  From  this  time  forward  the  institution 
entered  on  a  new  career  of  prosperity  and  usefulness,  and  the 
fondest  hopes  of  its  most  devoted  friends  have  been  more  than 
realized.  It  would  bo  invidious  in  me  to  distinguish  among  the 
various  gentlemen  who  have  filled  the  position  of  President,  and 
those  associated  with  them  from  the  completion  of  the  building 
down  to  this  time.  They  are  mostly  present,  which  fact  would 
prevent  my  mentioning  them  as  they  deserve. 

They  were  young  men  in  the  vigor  of  their  manhood  when  they 
entered  upon  the  office,  for  which  they  were  selected  on  account  of 
the  interest  which  they  had  ever  manifested  in  the  welfare  of  the 
Association.  They  performed  their  duties  with  a  zeal  worthy  of 
the  cause.  In  office  and  out  of  office,  their  interest  has  ever  been 
the  same.  They  have  labored  as  men  labor  for  that  which  doth 
not  perish.  They  have  their  reward  in  the  assurance  that  not  only 
this  generation,  but  generations  yet  unborn,  will  reap  the  benefits 
of  their  labors. 

No  less  commendation  is  due  to  the  gentlemen  who  have  filled 
the  position  of  Librarian  from  time  to  time:  Josiah  Dent 
Wm.  Allen,  Wm.  P.  Curtis,  Ed.  W.  Johnston  and  John  N.  Dyer* 
All  were  gentlemen  of  standing  and  culture,  some  of  them  of  high 
literary  attainments,  and  all  devoted  their  time  and  talents  to 
building  up  the  institution.  On  them  devolved  the  responsibility 
of  the  care  of  the  property  and  selection  of  the  books.  Without 
such  faithful  officers  as  they  have  shown  themselves  to  be,  the 
library  never  could  have  prospered  as  it  has  done;  but  especial 
honor  is  due  to  the  present  Librarian,  who  has  watched  over  its 
varied  interests  with  all  the  zealous  and  fond  devotion  of  a  father 
for  the  child  of  his  affections. 
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The  greatest  possible  care  has  always  been  observed  in  selecting 
the  books  to  be  purchased  A  classification  was  early  adopted 
embracing  all  branches  of  knowledge,  and  which  served  as  a  nucleus 
to  build  upon.  The  desire  of  those  having  the  direction  was  that 
no  department  of  literature  should  be  unrepresented.  In  addition 
to  the  special  committee  and  Librarian,  to  whom  was  intrusted  the 
selection  of  books,  a  book  of  recommendation  was  kept,  in  which 
members  and  others  could  record  the  name  of  any  book  which  in 
their  judgment  it  was  desirable  for  the  library  to  acquire,  which 
was  purchased  as  the  means  of  the  Association  would  justify. 

This  arrangement  obviated  in  a  great  measure,  if  not  entirely, 
the  objections  made  by  literary  and  professional  men,  and  others 
outside  of  the  class  to  which  the  management  of  the  library  spe- 
cially belonged.  It  seems  almost  essential  to  the  full  success  of 
any  undertaking,  especially  in  the  outset,  that  some  special  class, 
order,  or  sect,  should  be  identified  with  and  responsible  for  its 
management  and  full  development.  It  was  for  this  reason,  and  not 
from  any  spirit  of  exclusiveness,  that  the  merchants  of  St.  Louis, 
feeling  the  need  of  a  public  library,  as  well  for  others  as  themselves 
determined  to  organize  a  library,  to  be  governed  and  managed  by 
those  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  but  from  the  enjoyment  of 
the  advantages  of  which  none  were  to  be  excluded ;  every  citizen, 
professional  and  non-professional,  could  be  admitted  to  its  privi- 
leges, except  a  participation  in  its  management,  by  becoming  ben- 
eficiary members.  All  classes  have  availed  themselves  largely  of 
these  privileges. 

Besides  the  selection  of  books,  the  Directors  were  charged  with 
providing  for  a  course  of  lectures  for  the  instruction  and  benefit  of 
the  members  of  the  Association.  They  considered  the  increase  of 
the  library  an  object  of  paramount  importance,  and  that  lectures 
should  not  be  instituted  unless  with  a  reasonable  prospect  of  self- 
support.  The  Association  has  provided,  from  time  to  time,  courses 
of  lectures  delivered  by  men  of  eminent  ability.  Lectures,  how- 
ever, have  not  gained  the  hold  upon  this  community  which  they 
have  upon  some  others,  and  have  not  been  a  source  of  pecuniary 
profit  to  the  Association.  I  do  not  doubt,  however,  that  they  have 
fostered  a  taste  for  literary  pursuits,  and  have  thus  been  a  benefit. 

Not  the  least  attractive  feature  to  the  casual  visitor  of  the  library 
is  the  collection  of  statuary  and  paintings.  Already  are  the  wails 
well  covered  with  beautiful  paintings,  originals  by  home  artists, 
excellent  copies  of  works  of  art  from  the  galleries  of  Europe,  and 
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several  pieces  of  sculpture,  among  which  are  to  be  found  three  of 
the  first  works  by  that  talented  and  gifted  artist,  Harriet  Hosmer, 
whom  we  may  almost  claim  as  belonging  to  our  own  city,  for  it  was 
here  that  she  found  a  home,  and  pursued  the  branch  of  study  under 
Dr  J.  N.  McDowell,  which  she  deemed  requisite  to  perfect  her  in 
the  noble,  and,  at  the  same  time,  unusual  profession  for  a  woman, 
which  she  had  chosen,  and  which  she  was  debarred  from  pursuing 
in  her  own  native  State  of  Massachusetts.  But  the  narrow  preju- 
dice which  prevailed  then  is  rapidly  melting  away,  and  women 
are  no  longer  considered  as  unsexing  themselves  in  using  the 
talents  and  gifts  given  them  by  an  all-wise  and  beneficent  Creator. 
We  are  approaching  the  dawn  of  a  brighter  and  better  day,  when 
equal  opportunities,  equal  justice,  equal  rights  shall  be  accorded  to 
all,  without  distinction  of  race  or  sex. 

In  the  designs  of  the  Library  Hall  building  there  was  to  have 
been  a  fourth  story  which  was  to  have  been  used  exclusively  for  a 
fine-art  gallery,  but  during  its  erection,  from  economical  consider- 
ations, this  story  was  dispensed  with.  No  funds  of  the  Association 
have  ever  been  used  for  the  promotion  of  this  object,  unless  some 
eighteen  hundred  dollars  expended  in  procuring  the  portraits  of 
Henry  D.  Bacon,  and  Baron  von  Humboldt  be  so  considered.  The 
large  number  of  works  of  art  now  possessed  by  the  Association 
have  been  the  gifts  of  it*  friends  and  patrons,  the  value  of  which 
now  amounts  to  $20,500.  Had  the  Association  appropriate  rooms 
for  the  reception  and  exhibition  of  works  of  art,  the  collection 
would  be  far  greater — one  which  would  be  a  credit  to  our  city — but 
the  Association  has  not  fostered  art,  but  merely  been  the  beneficiary 
and  depository  of  works  of  art.  We  may  hope  that  at  some  no  dis- 
tant day  art  may  find  a  more  suitable  homo  under  the  roof  of  the 
Association.  In  its  refining  influence  and  in  creating  a  taste  for  the 
pure  and  beautiful  it  is  scarcely  loss  an  educator  than  the  silent 
books  which  are  found  upon  the  shelves  'of  the  library.  The  prog- 
ress which  the  Association  has  made  from  its  organization  to  this 
time,  is  a  matter  of  just  pride  and  congratulation.  With  a  mem- 
bership of  but  283  at  the  end  of  the  first  year,  it  now  numbers 
3,539.  The  volumes  in  the  Library,  1,680,  have  increased  to  32,653. 
Value  of  the  property  of  tho  Association  in  .1846  was  $1,954,  is  at 
this  time  $217,174.61.  Readers  in  1846,  125  ;  readers  in  1870," 
3,975.  Volumes  issued  to  members  the  first  year  were  720 ;  last 
year,  105,375.  This  does  not  iucludo  readers  in  the  rooms  of  the 
Association.    Those  figures  tell  the  tale  far  more  eloquently  than 
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can  tho  tongue  of  man.  The  institution  has  gained  in  books  and 
property  daring  every  year  of  its  existence,  notwithstanding  the 
years  of  pestilence  and  financial  crashes  that  overturned  and  ruined 
hundreds  of  our  merchants,  and  closed  the  doors  of  our  banks  and 
bankers.  The  great  fire  of  1849  that  destroyed  millions  of  prop- 
erty, and  that,  too,  in  the  very  heart  of  tho  business  portion  of  our 
city;  and  then  the  war,  the  terrible  war,  that  was  so  destructive  to 
the  prosperity  of  our  city,  and  carried  off  so  many  of  our  young 
men— -during  all  these  periods  of  calamity  and  disaster  the  Associa- 
tion steadily  gained  in  material  wealth.  Still  the  members  of  the 
Association,  and  those  who  have  availed  themselves  of  its  benefits 
as  readers,  number  but  little  over  one  per  cent,  of  our  population. 
This  should  not  bo.  Some  plan  should  bo  devised  which  would 
stimulate  the  people  to  participate  in  its  bonefits  more  largely  than 
they  have  done. 

I  have  endeavored  thus  hastily  to  recount  the  history  of  the 
Association,  with  the  objects  incidentally  connected  with  it.  I 
have  traced  it  from  its  birth  through  infancy,  youth  to  manhood. 
Those  who  have  watched  over  it  during  these  various  stages  of 
progress,  and  more  especially  those  who  have  had  the  guardianship 
of  it  for  the  last  few  years,  and  are  therefore  more  familiar  with 
its  wants  and  necessities,  have  been  reporting  from  year  to  year 
that  a  new  home  would  soon  be  required  for  their  rapidly  growing 
charge;  that  tho  building  which  sufficed  during  childhood  would 
be  insufficient  for  the  full-grown  man.  As  one  who  had  known  it 
in  its  infancy,  and  who  had  always  felt  a  deep  and  absorbing 
interest  in  its  growth  and  welfare,  hearing  the  oft-repeated  cries,  I 
was  at  first  not  disposed  to  consider  them ;  but  when  at  length  I 
was  brought  to  do  so,  I  began  to  see  the  reasonableness  and  then 
the  necessity  for  the  change.  Tho  wheels  of  commerce,  of  trade 
in  its  onward  march,  had  usurped  and  taken  possession  of  the 
house  where  it  was  cradled,  on  Main  street,  and  then  the  place 
of  its  refuge  on  Fourth  street,  where  it  was  permitted  to  rest  only 
a  few  short  years  when  this  commodious  home  was  prepared  for 
it — this  permanent  home,  as  Mr.  Douglass,  the  then  President, 
characterized  it  at  the  time  the  Association  took  possession  of  this 
building.  But  the  stream  of  commerce  has  flowed  on  and  gathered 
in  and  around  it,  and  is  flanking  it  on  the  right  and  on  the  left. 
Already  have  the  temples  dedicated  to  the  ever-living  God  had  to 
give  way,  first  on  Third  street  and  then  those  on  Fourth  and  Fifth 
streets,  and  have  sought  locations  in  what  were  distant  groves,  if 
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not  forests,  at  the  time  this  library  was  located.  Already  other 
churches  and  eleemosynary  establishments  are  looking  out  for 
new  locations.  If  we  wish  this  institution  to  keep  up  with  the 
evidence  of  progress,  which  everywhere  prevails,  we  must  move 
with  the  current  and  keep  pace  with  the  demands  of  the  times, 
or  see  the  institution  become  as  the  fossils  found  in  the  sand  and 
rock,  which  simply  tell  of  the  existence  and  forms  of  life  in  ages 
long  past.  To  do  this  a  mere  change  of  location  will  not  suffice. 
We  must  look  and  see  what  is  being  accomplished  in  other  parts 
of  the  world ;  what  improvements  in  the  construction  of  buildings 
suited  to  the  wants  of  such  institutions,  the  best  mode  of  organ- 
izing such  an  institution,  of  arranging  the  books  and  cataloguing 
them,  so  that  the  contents  of  the  library  may  be  known  and  made 
accessible  and  available ;  reading-rooms  for  our  young  men,  and 
for  our  ycung  women  too ;  study-rooms  for  the  student,  too  poor, 
perhaps,  to  have  a  room  of  his  own,  and  if  so,  without  light  and 
warmth  and  pure  air.  These  should  be  provided  in  abundance, 
and  also  rooms  for  conversation  and  recreation — everything  to 
attract  and  draw  the  young  within  its  portals  and  bring  them 
under  the  refining  and  elevating  influences  of  the  great  and  goed 
and  noble  minds  who,  though  dead,  still  speak.  We  are  also  to 
ascertain  the  new  and  best  modes  of  managing  and  governing 
such  an  institution,  and  how  we  can  best  interest  the  minds  and 
hearts  of  all  classes,  so  as  to  make  them  work  together ;  whether 
it  is  best  to  continue  its  management  in  narrow  limits  of  one  class, 
one  occupation,  or  on  a  broader  gauge,  embracing  all,  restricting 
none  that  wish  to  participate  in  its  management  and  benefits. 

How  to  accomplish  this  will  require  the  thought  and  considera- 
tion and  co-operation  of  our  earnest  thinkers  and  workers.  Wo 
have  already  existing  in  the  United  States  and  other  countries, 
publio  libraries  which  are  free  to  all ;  those,  however,  are  founded 
by  munificent  gifts  of  some  one  individual,  as  the  Astor  Library,  in 
New  York,  and  the  Peabody  libraries,  in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  and 
Danvers,  Massachusetts.  Others  are  based  upon  a  direct  tax  on 
the  people.  In  England,  the  citizens  of  any  town  desiring  to  es- 
tablish a  public  library  can,  with  the  consent  of  a  majority  of  the 
tax-payers,  levy  a  tax  not  to  exceed  one  penny  on  the  pound 
sterling.  In  several  States  there  are  laws  authorizing  the  levying 
of  a  tax  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  and  maintaining  public 
libraries,  regarding  them  as  purely  educational  institutions  and 
(essential  for  completing  the  superstructure,  the  foundation  being 
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laid  in  the  school-room.     Tho  school,  the  college,  the  university, 
are  but  the  first  stages  in  education.    These  conduct  the  young 
man  and  y*oung  woman  to  that  point  where  they  are  qualified  to 
acquire  from  books  the  various  knowledge  in  the  arts  and  sciences 
which  books  contain;  but  it  does  nothing  to  put  those  books 
within.their  reach,  and  our  city  and  State  make  no  provision  what- 
ever by  which  the  thousands  of  young  persons  annually  educated 
at  the  public  expense  can  carry  on  their  education  and  bring  it  to 
practical  results  by  private  study.    But  I  do  not  now  propose  to 
advocate  the  establishment  of  public  libraries  by  taxing  the  com- 
munity.   The  end  to  be  gained  can  be  accomplished  in  another  way, 
and  in  a  way  which  will  meet  the  recommendations  made  by  the 
officers  of  the  Association.    If  our  city  fathers  will  make  the  same 
offer  to  the  Library  Association  which  was  made  to  the  United  States 
Government,  and  allow  them  to  select  one  of  the  four  corners  of 
the  Missouri  Park  on  which  to  erect  a  library  building,  I  think  I 
may  promise  that  the  merchants  of  our  city  will  undertake  to  erect 
a  new  home  for  the  library,  an  edifice  which  will  be  an  ornament  to 
the  city  and  a  monument  to  the  liberality  of  the  merchants  of  St. 
Louis.     The  location  is  one  where  it  can  rest  undisturbed  for  ages , 
with  light  and  air,  having,  as  it  will,  on  all  sides  ample  space; 
bounded  by  wide  streets,  and  the  park  with  its  trees  and  fountains ; 
of  convenient  access  to  every  portion  of  the  city.    A  more  fitting 
home  for  such  an  institution  could  not  be  found. 

Fellow-members  of  the  Association,  how  can  we  better  celebrate 
this  our  twenty-fifth  anniversary  than  by  inaugurating  such  a 
movement  ?  The  property  of  the  Association  is  now  valued  at 
near  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  dollars.  More  than  two-thirds  of 
this  amount  consists  in  books,  works  of  arts,  and  furniture,  which 
we  have  been  accumulating  since  its  organization.  The  building 
which  we  now  occupy  will  in  a  few  short  years  not  accommodate  the 
wants  of  the  Association ;  besides,  the  building  is  not  fire-proof, 
and  surrounded  and  occupied  as  it  is,  we  are  liable  to  have  those 
treasures  destroyed  in  a  night.  What  man  of  you  is  there  that 
would  not  be  willing  to  contribute  a  hundred  dollars  rather  than 
this  dire  mishap  should  befall  us?  and  still  this  amount  contributed 
by  each  member  of  the  Association  would  give  us  the  sum  of  $350,- 
000,  which  would  be  sufficient  to  erect  a  fire-proof  building,  and  in 
a  style  of  architecture  that  would  do  credit  to  our  beautiful  city. 
But  I  am  told  that  over  twelve  hundred  of  our  members  are  clerks, 
living  on  small  salaries,  and  that  they  could  not  contribute  such  a 
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sum.  If  they  could  not  contribute  this  at  once,  they  could  do  it  in 
one,  two,  three,  or  four  years.  There  is  no  one  but  who  could,  by  the 
practice  of  a  little  self-denial,  contribute  his  two  dollars  a  month* 
and  there  is  no  young  man  but  that  would  be  the  better  for  prac- 
ticing the  requisite  self-denial.  You  cannot  learn  too  early  to  give. 
It  may  be  that  there  are  some  of  our  merchants  who  would  find  it 
difficult  to  spare  $100  at  once.  I  say  to  them  as  I  do  to  the  clerks :  If 
you  cannot  give  all  at  once,  you  can  pay  $25  quarterly,  and,  if  neces- 
sary, continue  your  donations .  through  one  or  more  years.  And 
then  there  are  a  number  of  merchants  outside  of  your  Association. 
From  data  which  I  have,  there  are  over  4,000  merchants  and  traders 
in  our  city  with  capital  in  business  varying  from  $1,000  to  $1,000,000. 
Among  this  vast  number  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  unreasonable 
to  obtain  the  amount  required.  I  would  ask  none  to  contribute 
more  than  the  sum  named,  but  if  any  choose  to  give  us  $1,000  or 
$10,000  we  should  not  object  to  taking  it,  and  I  believe  there  arc 
many  that  would  do  this.  For  there  are  those  among  our  merchants 
known  to  some  of  us,  who  have  given  more  than  three  times  the 
largest  sum  named  to  our  universities  and  churches  and  benevolent 
institutions.  But  why  not  sell  your  present  building,  some  may 
ask,  and  apply  the  proceeds  to  the  erection  of  a  new  library 
building?  The  reasons  are  that  the  amount  it  would  bring  would 
be  inadequate  for  the  erection  of  the  new  building,  that  we  would 
have  to  dispose  of  it  at  first,  in  order  to  have  the  money  to  pay  for 
the  new,  or  borrow  money  and  have  the  substance  eaten  up  with 
interest. 

But  I  propose  a  far  nobler  use  for  the  old  building.  I  propose  to 
retain  it  as  an  endowment  for  the  library  for  all  time  to  come. 
Froln  the  last  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  this  Association,  the 
income  derived  from  the  building  for  the  last  year  was  over  $14,000 ; 
and  I  am  assured  by  those  who  have  made  the  estimates,  that  if 
the  Library  was  to  lease  the  building  it  could  be  made  to  yield  an 
income  of  $25,000.  With  thi$  income  I  would  propose  to  make  our 
library  a  free  library — free  to  all — under  such  restrictions  as  were 
salutary  and  necessary.  Boston,  Cincinnati,  and  other  cities  have 
their  public  libraries ;  Massachusetts  alone  has  over  thirty,  but  they 
are  all  sustained  by  taxing  the  people.  Nineteen  years  ago  Joshua 
Bates,  an  American  merchant  residing  in  London,  proposed  to  donate 
$50,000  in  books  to  a  free  public  library,  on  condition  that  tho  city 
of  Boston  provided  an  adequate  building  and  would  take  upon  itself 
the  maintenance  of  the  library. '  The  city  erected  a  building  which, 
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with  the  ground,  cost  over  $350,000.  The  amount  contributed  last 
year  by  the  city  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  library  and  for  the 
purchase  of  books  was  over  $50,000.  This  library  has  increased 
from  9,000  volumes  in  1852  to  over  160,000  in  1870. 

Now,  what  I  propose  is  for  this  Association  to  ask  of  tho  city  of 
St.  Louis  the  requisite  ground,  and  then  for  the  merchants  and 
others  to  erect  a  building  suited  in  all  respects  for  the  use  of  which 
it  is  intended — for  library  purposes  alone,  without  stores — with 
perhaps  suitable  separate  apartments  for  an  art  gallery,  to  bo 
organized  upon  a  separate  basis,  but  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Association. 

I  had  intended  to-night  to  have  presented  to  this  Association  a 
sum  of  money,  varying  from  $25,000  to  $35,000  in  amount,  the 
result  of  an  effort  which  I  had  purposed  to  have  made  among  some 
of  the  more  wealthy  of  our  merchants.  My  plan  was  to  have 
solicited  from  each  $1,000.  My  duties,  however,  are  such  as  to 
have  prevented  me  from  carrying  this  design  into  effect;  but  tho 
few  that  I  succeeded  in  seeing  complied  so  cheerfully  with  the 
demand  made  on  them,  that  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  one-tenth 
of  the  required  amount  for  a  new  building  can  be  obtained  by 
proper  effort,  from  thirty-five  of  our  liberal  citizens.  Our  citizens 
have  over  generously  responded  to  all  such  demands,  as  the  numer- 
ous churches,  asylums  for  the  orphan,  homes  for  tho  friendless 
and  tho  widow,  and  numerous  other  benevolent  and  educational 
institutions  will  attest.  These  are  tho  fitting  jewels  with  which 
to  deck  the  fair  brow  of  our  queenly  city. 

Time  will  not  permit  me  to  dwell  longer  upon  this  subject. 
Should  the  suggestion  which  I  have  thrown  out  meet  with  favor, 
and  lead  to  steps  being  taken  to  secure  its  adoption,  I  shall  indeed 
regard  this  celebration  as  one  of  which  we  may  well  be  proud. 
Our  aim  should  be  to  have  our  Association  keep  pace  with  tho 
progress  of  our  city  and  country,  whose  future  greatness  we  can 
scarcely  yet  conceive.  We  may  well  be  proud  of  both,  for  we  have 
a  country  whose  magnificent  extent  fires  the  imagination,  whose 
rapid  energy  of  progress  amazes  the  judgment,  whose  past  is  full 
of  pride,  and  whose  future  is  boundless  in  its  promise  of  power. 


THE   THREE   STAGES. 


BY 

THOMAS   E.   GARRETT. 


THE  PIONEER. 


The  time  and  place  :  No  matter  when  or  where— 
Suffice  it,  that  our  ancestors  were  there, 
Who,  with  the  headstrong  passions  we  possess, 
In  uncurbed  force,  subdued  a  wilderness. 

?Twas  somewhere  in  a  broad  and  sunbright  land. 
Ice-walled  and  seagirt :  one  from  strand  to  strand ; 
In  places  where  men  grew  too  thick  to  thrive, 
Like  bees  they  swarmed  and  formed  another  hive. 
The  hardiest  types  of  industry  thus  went 
Singing  to  voluntary  banishment, 
Leaving  the  drones  and  others  well-to-do- 
Plenty  for  one,  yet  not  enough  for  two; 
But  whither  bound  none  knew;  none  seemed  to  care- 
'Twas  toward  the  sunset:  luck  go  with  them  there! 
The  gossip  said:  They  bundled  up  their  goods 
And  ran  a  wild-goose  chase  to  some  backwoods. 
They'll  come  to  grief  and  be  sold  out  for  debt; 
They're  such  a  roving,  dreamy,  thriftless  set. 
The  emigrant  was  thus  consigned  to  doom 
For  worthlessness  and  morbid  want  of  room. 

At  first  none  know  the  movers  as  they  wind 
Along  the  highway,  leaving  home  behind ; 
Far  on  the  way  their  tattered  canvas  grows 
Familiar  to  each  blustering  wind  that  blows. 
The  toilsome  route,  as  by  enchantment  teems 
With  friendly  huts  and  cheery  log-fire  gleams. 
The  sun -browned  settlers,  from  their  open  door, 
Behold  the  scene  they  acted  years  before: 
The  burly  wagon  leaves  no  room  for  doubt, 
They  know  the  flax-haired  children  peering  out; 
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The  patient  oxen  laboring  at  the  tongue; 
The  oozy  tar-can  'neath  the  axle  swung; 
The  dog  fatigued  with  fruitless  range  for  game, 
Called  up,  is  first  made  known  to  them  by  name. 
The  careful  wife,  who  'mid  her  household  sits 
Enthroned,  and  gaily  singing  while  she  knits; 
The  man  who  urges  on  his  jaded  team — 
They  know  them  all  in  some  remembered  dream, 
They  know  the  country— every  foot  of  ground, 
And  rock,  and  tree,  and  stream  for  leagues  around. 
They  know  the  pressing  need  that  sometimes  sends 
A  man  from  home  to  find  his  truest  friends ; 
They  know  full  well  he  cannot  reach  that  day 
Their  next-door  neighbor  twenty  miles  away, 
They  know  the  stranger,  offer  him  good  cheer, 
And  thus  they  speed  the  hardy  pioneer. 

Though  strange  at  first,  the  truth  he  soon  must  own- 
The  further  gone,  the  better  he  is  known. 
Where  men  are  few  and  far,  their  fates  control 
A  nearer,  dearer  sympathy  of  soul, 
Which  robs  the  distance  of  its  lonesome  length, 
And  gives  the  friendly  hand-shake  mystic  strength. 
He  trusts  the  inspiration  of  that  grip 
Which  seals  the  bond  of  God's  relationship. 
The  daring  spirit  which  disturbed  his  rest 
Sways  all  the  wide  expansion  of  the  West, 
And  brings  his  heart  where  every  man  can  feel 
Its  throbbing  pulse;  its  deepest  depths  unseal. 
He  breathes  the  prairie  air;  his  mind  responds 
To  every  breath,  and  bursts  its  narrow  bonds. 
The  common  cause  makes  every  man  his  friend. 
And  dreams  of  power  with  all  his  future  blend. 

His  journey  ends — by  no  blind  fall  of  chance; 
He  owes  to  progress  one  firm  step's  advance; 
With  hopeful  heart,  and  faith  in  his  strong  hand, 
He  builds  his  home  beyond  the  Border- Land . 
The  frontier  circle  strengthens  its  defense— 
By  him  extends  its  vast  circumference. 
He  wields  the  forces  of  new  growth  and  skill; 
New  forms  spring  up  directed  by  his  will. 
He  till 8  the  soil,  or  hammers  at  his  trade, 
And  deep  foundations  of  his  life  are  laid. 
He  plants— with  all  its  good  and  evil  rife— 
The  tree  of  knowledge  by  the  fount  of  life; 
The  fruit  it  bears  in  blest  abundance  grows, 
And  now  the  desert  blossoms  as  the  rose. 
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"Where  no  law  rules  with  penalties  and  pains, 
'Tis  held  that  absolute  perfection  reigns; 
We  llnd  perfection  free  from  blot  or  flaw— 
The  wilds  of  earth  without  the  need  of  law- 
Creation's  perfect  form.     Why  un create, 
That  cruder  means  may  build  th'  imperfect  state? 
Perforce:  Since  first  the  roll  of  dates  began 
'Twas  said  and  sung  the  world  was  made  for  man . 
And  if  for  man,  'twas  needful,  as  'twas  due, 
That  something  still  was  left  for  him  to  do; 
And  since  the  primal  world  began  to  move, 
Progress  implied  the  margin  to  improve. 

All  through  this  region  of  the  rose  and  vine 

Are  pilgrims  plodding  toward  some  mountain  shrine. 

The  belt  of  thrift  extending  o'er  their  track, 

With  hand  to  plow  and  never  looking  back; 

The  wild  herds  driving  from  their  lessening  range, 

And  yielding  fruits  to  nature's  law  of  change; 

Benign  crusaders,  innocent  of  fame, 

Who  Holy  Lands  from  barren  sloth  reclaim , 

And  draw  from  labor's  almoner  bright  coin, 

Of  honest  ring,  which  greed  cannot  purloin. 


The  pioneer,  cast  out,  has  found  a  clime 
Beyond  the  range  of  twin-born  law  and  crime. 
The  civic  law  that  cramped  his  means  for  bread — 
The  social  crime  of  begging  to  be  fed : 
Escaped  from  bondage,  he  a  freeman  grew, 
And  from  the  waste  he  moulds  the  world  anew. 
He  grasps  the  hills— they  to  his  sinews  yield; 
He  treads  the  plain,  and  springs  the  fallow  field. 
For  battle  primed  he  plows  and  sows  and  reaps : 
His  armor  guards  his  pillow  while  he  sleeps. 
All  nature  is  at  war  with  him ;  his  foes 
Poison  the  air,  taint  every  brook  that  Hows; 
His  cabin  is  besieged  from  hill  and  glen 
By  savage  beasts,  and  still  more  savage  men. 
His  rifle  is  his  law,  and  none  can  blame 
Its  sentence  rendered  with  unerring  aim. 
Full  triumph  crowns  the  prowess  of  his  hand, 
And  brings  his  home  within  the  Border-Land. 
From  such  a  shoot  springs  many  a  family  tree, 
And  who  would  scorn  such  noble  ancestry? 


49 


TIIE    MERCHANT. 

The  scene  is  changed.    No  more  the  howling  waste. 
Queen  Beauty  reigns  with  nature's  jewels  graced. 
Where  gloomed  the  woodland,  wave  the  flags  of  com, 
And  roses  bloom  where  spread  the  prickly  thorn. 
Where  deep  in  woods  one  shadowy  hut  was  seen. 
Bright  groups  of  dwellings  nestle  on  the  green. 
The  savage  beasts  and  savage  men  are  gone 
Together,  with  their  hunter  following  on. 
Their  tracks  of  lire  and  blood  are  overgrown; 
The  monumental  mounds  remain  alone. 


The  pioneer  has  ripened  in  renown; 
II is  cabin  is  the  oldest  house  in  town. 
And  he  the  oldest  citizen,  whose  tongue 
Is  rich  in  marvels  for  the  old  and  young. 
lie  tells  them  what  his  rash  adventures  cost; 
Bow  one  dark  night  his  youngest  child  was  lost; 
And  how  another  bright  and  manly  boy— 
A  father's  hope,  a  mother's  darling  joy— 
Pursuing  hostile  bands— a  tearful  tale- 
Fell  at  his  side  upon  the  Indian  trail. 
And  how  the  savage  yells  then  rent  the  air, 
And  war-paint  brightened  with  its  demon  glare, 
When  flashing  shots  revealed  the  ambuscade, 
And  shot  for  shot  death-dealing  havoc  made. 

Heroic  deeds  forever  past  and  gone- 
Dim  memory's  pension  old  age  lives  upon! 
The  shining  links  of  sturdy  manhood  cast, 
Which  bind  the  present  to  the  lusty  past. 


The  backwoodsman,  one  day,  in  loth  surprise, 

Saw  curling  smoke  from  other  chimneys  rise — 

One,  two,  three,  four— and  soon  they  closed  him  round; 

It  seemed  they  left  him  scarce  an  inch  of  ground. 

The  scattering  town  became  a  trading  mart— 

A  halting  place  to  gather  strength  and  heart 

For  danger's  front  on  plains  unknown  before, » 

Which  swept  in  grandeur  toward  the  golden  shore. 

Before  the  plateau  where  the  village  stood , 

A  wide,  majestic  river  poured  his  flood, 

Far  southward  dashing  on  his  heaving. breast 

The  gathered  waters  of  the  great  Northwest. 
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Down  from  the  frozen  cloud-land  of  the  North 
This  genius  of  the  valley  wanders  forth, 
Distilling  snows  beneath  his  vapory  wings 
To  strew  his  southern  course  with  cooling  springs. 
He  touches  with  his  watery  wand  the  hills, 
And  dancing  down  their  sides  come  laughing  rills, 
Which  mingle  colors  as  they  onward  glide, 
And  paint  the  landscape  spread  on  every  side. 
Flushed  by  the  river-god's  engaging  wiles, 
The  country's  face  breaks  forth  in  joyous  smiles. 
Upon  the  upland  plain  he  lays  his  hand, 
And  marvelous  cities  rise  at  his  command- 
Endowed  with  all  that  nature's  stores  can  give, 
The  magic  of  his  spirit  bids  them  live. 
Unbarred  he  rolls  upon  his  wheeling  throne 
From  endless  snow  to  endless  summer's  zone, 
And  pours  out  treasures  for  the  people's  needs, 
Who  call  him  ' '  Father ' '  for  his  generous  deeds. 
The  frontier  city  fed  with  such  supplies, 
Becomes  the  object  of  its  own  surprise. 
From  barbarous  tribes  against  its  growth  arrayed, 
It  draws  its  life  by  alchemy  of  trade. 
The  traders  move  their  post  to  mountains  far, 
Where  trappers  roam  and  wage  their  savage  war; 
The  forts  are  razed,  blockhouses  disappear, 
And  merchants  count  their  thousands  year  by  year. 
The  mighty  river  bears  upon  his  breast 
The  teeming  products  of  the  great  Northwest, 
And  riches  flow,  as  flow  the  waves  that  glide 
Before  the  prows  upon  his  swelling  tide. 

Still  one  reprdach!    The  bane  of  envy's  breast- 
Some  one  pronounced  it '  *  good— but  like  the  West." 
.Refinement  wore  aloft  her  plumy  crest, 
And  patronized  the  rude,  unlettered  West 
Plain  Science,  of  sublimest  truths'  in  quest, 
Sneered  fondly  on  her  sister  in  the  West. 
Dame  Fashion,  when  she  changed,  put  on  her  best, 
And  sent  her  old  clothes  to  the  *  'gawks' '  out  West. 
The  merchant,  heaping  riches  year  by  year, 
A  grain  of  truth  discerned  beneath  the  sneer. 
He  saw  it  was  not  progress  to  sit  down 
And  let  the  river  cultivate  the  town. 
So  gathered  up  his  wits  to  put  at  rest 
The  noisy  humdrum  rattled  at  the  West. 

He  planned,  with  hope  of  good  results  to  flow, 
A  trade,  and  traffic,  and  industrial  show; 
Where  each  should  bring  the  thing  to  demonstrate 
How  men  could  make  a  city  grandly  great. 
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They  came— the  merchants  with  their  stuffs  and  wares; 
They  came— the  farmers  with  their  shining  shares; 
They  came— the  builders  with  design  and  draft; 
They  came— mechanics  with  their  handicraft. 
Huge  stacks  appeared  of  various  stuffs  for  bread, 
Of  Indian  weed,  and  iron  ore,  and  lead; 
Of  furs  and  clothing  there  was  many  a  pack, 
And  precious  stones— for  building;  diamonds— black. 
And  hemp  and  cotton  products— bale  and  coil— 
And  all  the  wealth  of  corn,  and  wine,  and  oil. 
And  one,  a  deep-brow' d  man  of  studious  looks, 
Came  bending  with  a  cumbrous  load  of  books. 
Some  others  laughed  at  him,  but  some  there  were 
Who  praised  the  impulse  that  had  led  him  tnere. 
He  thus  addressed  them : 

In  these  honored  tomes 
We  find  the  surest  pledge  of  happy  homes; 
The  rest  is  trash,  if  culture  be  denied— 
More  rich  than  all  our  treasure  house  beside. 
With  giant  strength  impelled  by  youthful  fire, 
We  swamp  the  wheels  of  progress  in  the  mire, 
When  education  lags  so  far  behind 
The  pride  of  fortune  and  the  need  of  mind. 
The  age  demands  another  class  of  books 
Than  balanced  ledgers  or  the  running  brooks: 
It  asks  for  libraries,  and  mental  tools, 
And  learned  colleges,  and  public  schools— 
In  them  the  spirits  of  the  world's  great  men 
Forever  dwell,  and  live  with  us  again. 
Invite  them  here:  accept  their  helping  hand 
To  move  our  city  from  the  Border-Land: 
And  found  a  central  mart  round  which  may  roll 
North,  South,  East,  West— a  true  commercial  pole. 
Let  us  the  law  of  equity  obey, 
And  render  sterling  justice,  come  what  may: 
We're  now  in  court  to  try  our  people's  cause, 
And  plead  revival  of  high  social  laws: 
I've  brought  these  text-books  for  our  empty  shelves; 
They  read  the  law  of  justice  to  ourselves— 
That  solid  basis  upon  which  shall  stand 
Our  wealth,  our  power,  our  station  in  the  land. 

They  heard  his  words:  they  gave  one  ringing  cheer; 
The  first  result:  we  may  behold  it  here. 
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THE   STATESMAN. 

The  purer  springs  of  being  sweetly  swell 
As  from  the  depths  of  life's  artesian  well. 
Through  digging  deep  the  crystal  waters  flow 
To  quench  the  thirst  contracted  long  ago. 


The  new  life  dawns  'mid  novel  sights  and  sounds, 
And  routine  wanders  from  its  beaten  rounds. 
The  solemn  slumber  of  the  good  old  times 
Awoke  one  morning  roused  by  merrier  chimes: 
Dear  slow  coach  customs;  bred  of  by-gone  days, 
"Were  jostled  from  the  track  by  iron  ways: 
The  lightning's  wing  was  summoned  from  the  sun 
To  do  earth's  errands,  post-boys'  feet  had  run. 
High  arches,  lightly  springing  over  streams, 
Had  realized  in  form  our  spirit-dreams — 
Clothed  in  the  penciled  bow's  prismatic  sheen, 
Born  of  two  worlds,  with  just  a  span  between. 
Both  space  and  time  had  vielded  to  the  sway 
Of  subtle  forces  mixed  with  human  clay: 
Distance  dissolved;  and  in  the  lives  of  men 
One  year  contained  the  former  breadth  of  ten. 
What  more  can  come  as  earth's  increasing  dower? 
What  more  can  magnify  man's  realm  of  power? 


The  soul  of  art — restoring  by  its  grace 

The  lost  ideal  of  a  perfect  race. 

The  forms  of  art — by  which  the  struggling  poor 

May  own  a  world  of  beauty  at  their  door. 

The  moulds  in  which  their  better  selves  they  see, 

And  learn  that  labor  is  nobility. 

The  blocks  rough-hewn,  of  which  our  temple  stands, 
Were  squared  and  laid  by  wisdom's  loving  hands; 
Expanding  zeal  has  not  its  strength  outgrown, 
And  plastic  beauty  dwells  within  the  stone. 

Of  highest  endeavor  in  our  times  of  strife, 
The  statesman  wears  the  crown  of  civil  life. 
He  grasps  the  meaning  of  the  moving  scene — 
His  country's  honor  towering  in  his  mien; 
He  breathes  the  blast,  or  lulls  the  storms  of  state— 
A  part  of  every  storm  that  makes  him  great; 
He  stamps  the  laws  of  nations  with  his  name; 
Among  their  archives  lives  his  ripened  fame. 
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His  life  is  one  great  prayer  to  re-create 

A  perfect  world  within  a  perfect  state: 

The  greater  in  the  less— so  progress  tends, 

And  so  forever  fails  to  reach  its  ends, 

Save  in  the  charming  semblance  which  it  draws 

Of  peace,  beyond  the  changing  sphere  of  laws. 

Happy  the  land  whose  sons  supremely  great, 
Pronounced  the  people  sovereign  in  the  State; 
Who  by  the  West  the  Way  of  Empire  planned 
To  reach  again  their  Eastern  Fatherland, 
Whose  beacons  flash  far  o'er  the  circling  seas, 
And  light  the  rear  of  darkened  centuries. 


Honor  to  him  whose  prescient  sight  begun 
To  look  for  India  toward  the  setting  sun. 
Whose  mind  far-piercing  saw  the  coming  day, 
When  passless  heights  would  bear  the  iron  way. 
Crags  yielded  to  his  voice  that  never  bent 
Before  the  storms  that  shook  the  firmament. 
He  spoke:  the  truth  was  living  on  his  tongue, 
And  with  his  words  the  world's  horizon  rung — 
There  is  the  East.    Beyond  the  mountains,  where 
The  sun  sank  down,  we  went  and  found  it  there, 
v  Bright,  golden  words— fit  crown  for  his  career; 
Star  of  the  West!  the  brightest  in  our  sphere. 
Until  the  world  in  swallowing  darkness  drops, 
His  light  will  linger  on  the  mountain  tops. 
We,  with  the  daring  which  his  presence  lent, 
Should  hew  a  mountain  for  his  monument! 
High  on  its  peak  in  characters  of  flame, 
Among  the  stars  should  glitter  Benton's  name. 

The  human  stream  long  stagnant  at  its  source, 
In  dashing  westward  gained  in  breadth  and  force. 
The  mantling  pool  with  face  unruffled  lies 
Still,  staring  sphinx-like  at  the  Indian  skies. 
The  living  waters  rolled  with  freshening  sweep 
And  man  became  a  boisterous,  billowy  deep. 
The  mass  contained  fierce  elements  of  war, 
And  lashed  by  storms,  the  clouds  were  borne  afar, 
Until  they  fell  'mid  peaceful  rainbow  gleams, 
And  other  fountains  nourished  other  streams. 
The  desert,  laughing,  woke  with  glad  surprise, 
And  other  gardens  bloomed  'neath  other  skies. 
Beneath  the  sky-emblazoned  banner  bright, 
The  currents  sparkle  with  a  living  light, 
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And  carry  to  the  sunset's  crimson  bars 
The  glow  of  all  our  galaxy  of  stars; 
Resistless  foams  and  pours  the  surging  host 
Adown  the  mountains  of  the  golden  coast; 
Impetuous,  free,  and  scorning  tranquil  case, 
They  leap  the  west-gate  of  the  Indian  seas. 
As  from  the  clouds  they  seek  their  place  of  birth 
And  draw  a  living  girdle  'round  the  earth. 

The  light  which  fades  from  evening's  closing  eyes 
Bursts  through  the  opening  lids  of  morning  skies. 
The  setting  beam  by  bold  Sierras  hid 
Awakes  the  dawn  on  mosque  and  pyramid : 
The  East  and  West  merge  worlds  across  the  main, 
And  guard  their  compact  with  a  golden  chain. 

Our  country:  When  in  song  we  speak  thy  name, 
We  give  thee  his  whose  'twas  by  rightful  claim. 
Columbia— daughter  of  a  virgin  clime — 
Thou  grandest  figure  in  the  halls  of  time: 
Exalted,  thou  canst  view  on  either  hand 
Thy  kindred  peoples  drawn  from  every  land . 
Far  as  thy  vision  bears,  deep  waving  shades 
Surround  savannas  green  and  blooming  glades. 
The  fairest  types  of  every  product  known , 
In  rich  abundance,  cluster  in  thy  zone. 
Around  thy  waist  a  dazzling  armor  gleams 
With  spreading  lakes  and  rippling  silver  streams. 
Thy  delicate  hands  the  trenchant  blade  can  wield 
In  danger's  hour,  or  till  the  peaceful  field. 
Thy  bosom  swells  with  pride  for  labor  done, 
And  hope  for  greater  things  yet  scarce  begun. 
Beneath  thy  feet  expands  the  gulfs  deep  stream. 
Warmed  by  the  fervid  equatorial  beam, 
Thy  face  is  bright  with  youth's  eternal  glow; 
Alaska  wreaths  thy  brow  with  pearls  of  snow. 

Our  country  calls ;  her  sons  obey  the  voice 
Which  summons  to  her  side  her  men  of  choice. 
An  old  tradition,  which  some  memories  reach, 
Preserves  in  words  li£e  these  her  maiden  speech : 

I  am  the  People— in  their  name  addressed ; 
I  am  the  People— by  their  will  expressed. 
The  people's  difference  and  their  will  are  one; 
Their  verdict  makes  each  man  a  sovereign ; 
Through  me  he  speaks;  O  may  his  mandate  be 
An  utterance  worthy  him,  and  worthy  me ! 
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Then  elevate  the  people  to  that  height 

Which  sweeps  the  scope  of  every  human  right; 

In  universal  culture  thrives  the  tree 

Which  bears  the  ripened  fruit  of  liberty. 

'Tis  education  lifts  high  over  all 

Your  fair  ideal  on  its  pedestal; 

Uphold  it  there,  while  Time  his  cycle  runs, 

By  all  the  love  your  fathers  bore  their  sons; 

To  freedom  sacred,  and  the  feared  of  wrong, 

The  boast  of  storj-,  and  the  loved  of  song. 

Columbia— daughter  of  a  virgin  clime, 
Heaps  for  the  world  the  richest  fruits  of  time, 
Of  humble  strain,  and  yet  of  royal  mien; 
A  subject  born— in  majesty  a  queen, 
She  serves  and  reigns,  on  deeds  of  glory  bent 
To  lead  in  freedom's  van  a  continent. 
Aloft,  her  ensign's  noble  bread tli  unfurled 
Proclaims  glad  tidings  all  around  the  world. 

The  stately  monarch  of  the  Flowery  Land 
Upon  his  walls  accepts  her  friendly  hand ; 
There  dawns  on  earth  a  new  creation's  morn; 
The  oldest  empire  greets  the  youngest  born — 
Whose  mighty  mission,  thus  begun,  will  end 
When  all  the  nations  as  one  people  blend. 


LETTERS 


vto.  \ 


City  of  Boston,  Public  Library, 

Boston,  December  27,  18't 
John  T.  Douglass,  Esq., 

Ch'm'n  Corn*  of  Arrangements  Mercantile  Library,  St,  Louis,  Mo.: 

Dear  Sir:  Your  polite  invitation  of  the  2lst  inst.  reached  me  yester- 
day. I  regret  that  my  engagements  will  not  permit  me  to  participate  in  the 
celebration  of  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  your  library.  An  institution 
which  has  arrived  at  such  a  measure  of  usefulness  may  properly  look  back 
up6n  its  past  history,  and  take  a  new  departure  of  encouragement  for  the 
future. 

With  my  best  wishes  for  your  continued  prosperity,  I  remain 

Respectfully  yours, 

W.    W.    GREENOUGH, 
Preset  Trustees  Boston  Public  Library. 


Salisbury,  Mo.,  January  2,  1871. 

John  T.  Douglass,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements : 

Dear  Sir  :  It  being  out  of  my  power  to  visit  your  city  at  this  season,  I 
am  reluctantly  compelled  to  decline  acting  on  the  committee  for  celebrating 
the  twenty-filth  anniversary  of  the  Mercantile  Library  of  St.  Louis. 

Thus  deprived  of  taking  any  active  part,  I  may  not  decline  all  service  on 
so  interesting  an  occasion,  and  will  therefore  endeavor  to  contribute  a  few 
circumstances  connected  with  the  origin  of  our  Association  which  are 
probably  long  since  forgotten,  or  only  dimly  remembered  by  one  or  two  of 
the  present  members. 

It  was  during  the  fall  of  184G,  toward  the  end  of  a  fair  business  season — 
the  merchants  generally  prosperous,  or  at  least  thinking  themselves  so  (not 
always  a  sure  thing  in  those  long-credit  days),  and  hence  in  good  humor 
and  liberal  mood. 

One  afternoon,  while  standing  chatting  at  our  doors  on  Main  street, 
which  were  adjoining,  the  subject  of  forming  a  Mercantile  Library  was 
first  broached  between  Mr.  Robert  K.  Woods  and  myself.  There  were  very 
few  means  of  harmless  amusement  or  intellectual  improvement  then  to  be 
found  in  the  city,  and  a  great  need  was  felt  for  some  place  where  young 
men  could  pass  their  evenings  agreeably  and  profitably,  and  thus  be  pro- 
tected from  the  many  temptations  to  folly  and  vice  that  ever  beset  unguarded 
youth  in  large  towns.  Of  all  plans  to  supply  this  need,  none  seemed  so 
feasible  as  the  establishment  of  a  library  and  reading-room,  and  even 
that  appeared  full  of  difficulty;  for,  to  anticipate  (and  as  we  had  intuitively 
feared),  after  we  were  fully  prepared  to  make  the  attempt,  most  of  those  to 
whom  we  applied  for  subscription,  though  they  gave  what  was  required, 
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still  spoke  discouragingly,  and  prophesied  failure.    If  I  am  not  much  mis^ 
taken,  there  had  already  been  two  attempts  to  found  similar  institutions, 
and  the  latter  of  these  — a  combination  of  lyceum  and  library  — was  then 
lingering  out  its  last  hours,  and  dying  from  want  of  means  or  good  manage- 
ment, or  both  combined. 

All  I  can  recall  of  it  now  is,  that  I  was  a  subscriber  to  the  Library  in  order 
to  get  at  the  books,  and  that  it  fell  to  pieces  or  was  sold  out.  Our  library 
now  possesses  some  of  its  former  volumes. 

To  return  from  the  digression.  After  some  conversation,  Mr.  Woods  and 
I  resolved  to  make  an  effort  at  last,  by  calling  in  person  on  some  few  active 
and  enterprising  citizens,  who  agreed  to  meet  and  discuss  the  matter ;  whicli 
we  soon  did,  one  night  at  the  counting-room  of  Tevis,  Scott  &  Tevis,  on 
Main  street.  There  were  present  A.  B.  Chambers,  Esq. ,  of  the  Republican  ; 
Mr.  Peter  Powell,  an  old-established  merchant,  with  several  others,  includ- 
ing Mr.  Woods  and  myself.  Then,  deeming  the  project  of  sufficient 
importance  to  secure  their  active  aid,  we  resolved  to  call,  through  the  news- 
papers, for  a  meeting  at  the  rooms  of  the  St.  Louis  Insurance  Company, 
offered  for  our  use  by  its  urbane  and  popular  Secretary,  Mr.  Asa  Ricketson 
(long  since  dead).  On  that  occasion  some  thirty  persons  were  present;  Mr. 
Luther  Kennett  presided.  Then  and  there  the  constitution  of  the  present 
library  was  framed  and  adopted,  but,  if  I  mistake  not,  was  brought  for 
final  approval  before  a  large  public  meeting  suitably  convened  through 
all  the  city  newspapers,  and  held  at  Concert  Hall,  on  Market  street, 
which  then  was  (excepting  the  churches)  the  only  rooms  in  the  city 
suitable  for  such  purposes.  The  Hall  was  crowded— Mr.  George  K.  Budd 
presided;  the  proceedings  of  the  former  meetings  were  approved  and 
indorsed ;  committees  appointed  to  solicit  subscribers  and  donations  of 
books,  pictures,  &c.  And  from  that  meeting  the  St.  Louis  Mercantile 
Library  dates  its  existence. 

The  first  collections  of  all  the  committees  did  not  reach,  in  money,  fifteen 
hundred  dollars,  and  nearly  all  of  that  was  obtained  on  Main  street  and  the 
levee.  Its  first  year  was  one  of  constant  effort  on  the  part  of  the  President 
and  Board  of  Directors,  but  it  constantly  increased  from  the  start,  though 
for  some  time  but  slowly.  With  less  than  two  thousand  dollars  in  money 
and  books,  it  was  difficult  to  pay  for  a  suitable  room  and  a  Librarian  worthy 
of  trust,  especially  the  latter.  I  imagine  it  would  hardly  prove  so  now. 
By  judicious  management,  and  the  policy  of  putting  forward  the  active 
young  members  in  the  Board  of  Directors,  our  institution  continued  to 
flourish  and  increase  until  it  has  become  one  of  the  proudest  monuments  of 
the  energy  and  intelligence  of  our  mercantile  class.  And  its  Librarian, 
instead  of  being  indifferent  to  or  ashamed  of  so  small  a  place,  would  hardljT 
find  a  more  desirable  or  honorable  position  in  the  gift  of  our  citizens. 

The  further  history  of  the  library,  its  present  wealth  and  usefulness,  are 
too  well  known  for  me  to  dwell  upon. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  TEVIS. 
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Brooklyn,  N.   Y. ,  January  «?,    1871. 
John  T.  Douglass,  Es<j., 

Chairman  Committee  of  Arrangement* •■: 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  invi- 
tation to  join  in  the  celebration  of  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the 
foundation  of  the  St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Association.  Although  it 
will  not  be  in  my  power  to  attend  on  the  occasion,  I  beg  leave  to  tender 
to  your  Association,  on  behalf  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Association  of 
Brooklyn,  our  hearty  congratulations  and  our  sincere  wishes  for  continued 
prosperity  and  usefulness. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Yours,  very  respectfulljr, 

JOHN  It.  KENNADAY, 

Preset  Brooklyn  31.  L.  A. 
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Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  D.  C,  January  o,  /SI 

Sir:  The  President  desires  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  j'our 
polite  invitation  to  attend  the  celebration  of  the  anniversary  of  the  Mercan- 
tile Library,  on  the  13th  inst,  and  convey  to  you  his  thanks  for  your  kind 
remembrance.  He  wishes  me  to  say  that  it  would  afford  him  much 
pleasure  to  be  present,  but  his  public  duties  will  not  permit  his  absence 
from  the  Capital  at  that  time. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORACE  PORTER, 

Secretary. 
To  Mr.  Johx  T.  Douglass,  Chairman,  $c,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
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RICHARD  M.  SCRUGGS,  |  CHARLES   SPECK, 

HENRY  H.  WERNSE. 


PRESIDENTS  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION 


FROM    ITS   ORGANIZATION. 


1846-7 JAMES  E.  YEATMAN. 

1848-9 * ALFKED  VINTON. 

1850-1 H.  E.  BRIDGE. 

1852 HENRY  D.  BACON. 

1853 J.  H.  ALEXANDER 

1854-5 J.  T.  DOUGLASS. 

1856 W.  M.  MORRISON. 

1857 JOHN  W.  LUKE. 

1858 m.  v.  l.  McClelland. 

1859-60 J.  B.  S.  LEMOINE. 

1861 ALFRED  CARR 

1862-3 JOHN  H.  BEACH. 

1864-5 CHARLES  MILLER 

1866-7 GEO.  R  ROBINSON. 

1868-9 LAFAYETTE  WILSON. 

1870 RICHARD  M.  SCRUGGS. 


YEAR. 


PRESIDENT. 


VIC  E-I'RKS1DKNT. 


TKEASURKR. 


REC.   SECRETARY. 


1846    ,  J  as    E.  Yea  t  man...    L.  M.  Keunett 


R.  K.  Woods 


1847      Jos .  E.  Yeatman 


Alfred  Vinton R.  M.  Renick. 


1848      Alfred  Vinton \V   M.  Morrison William  H.  Rice  . . 


1849    ,  Alfred  Vinton HE.  Bridge William  II.  Rice 


J.A.Dougherty S 

R.  W.  Ayres £ 

John  Halsall I 

W.  P.  Cowles I 


1850    !  H.  E.  Bridge ,  Edmund  Bacon S.C.Stewart C.  K.  Stinde < 


1851      H.  E.  Bridge 


I 


1852      Henry  D.  Bacon. 


1853      J.  II.  Alexander 


..    C.  R.  Stinde J.  Wilmur  Stith. 

J.  H.  Alexander* 

..  J.  II  Alexander  ....  J.  Wilnier  Stith. 

..J.T.Douglass    W.  E.  Sell 


J.  A.Allen < 


Theo.  Clark. 
W.E.  Sell*. 


A.  Pearce. 


1854  J .  T.  Douglass R.  M.  Renick ■  Thomas  Brown :  Jas.  R.  Larkiu. 

i  ;  i 

1855  J .  T .  Douglass M .  V.  L .  McClelland  Thomas  Brown '  C .  L .  Rodgers . . 


1856  W  M.  Morrison  . . . . i  Alexis  Mudd Edward  P.  Curtis. . .  I  J.  D.  Taylor. . . 

John  W.  Luke* j 

1857  !  John  W.  Luke L.  II.  Terry Edward  P.  Curtis. .     '  L.  C.  Billon 

i  "  H.A.Conant* 

1858  !  M.  V.  L.  McClelland  J.  B.  S.  Lemoine. . . .  George  H.  Loker. . .  J  C    W.  Marsh  . . 

1859  J.  B.  S.  Lemoine R.  II.  Davis Samuel  Copp,  Jr . . . .i  John  W.  Clark. 


I860      J.  B.  S.  Lemoine....1  R.  II.  Davis S.  H.  Laflin !  Archie  Robinson 


1801 

1862 

1863 

1864 

1865 

1866 

1867 

1868 

1869 

1870 


Alfred  Carr C    W.  Marsh 

I 
i 

John  H.  Beach !  Charles  Miller 


B .  M.  Runyau '  Archie  Robinson. 

!  H.C.  Marston*.. 


John  E.  Yore •  H.  C.  Marston, 


John  H .  Beach I  Charles  Miller John  E .  Yore i  J .  G .  Catlin . 


Charles  Miller 
Charles  Miller 


Henry  Senter John  E .  Y'ore |  J  .  G .  Catlin  — 

Henry  Senter John  E.  Y'ore '  W.  A.  Kingdon. 


ig 
C.  R.  Goodin* 

i  ' 

Geo.  R.  Robinson. . .   L.  Wilson W.  II.  Thomson C.  R.  Goodin 


Geo.  R.  Robinson.. 
Lafayette  Wilson. . 
Lafayette  Wilson . . 
R.  M.  Scruggs 


L.  Wilson W.  H.  Thomson j  John  H.  Tracy. 

i  i 

S.  M.  Dodd H.  H.  Wernse I  John  H.  Tracy. 

I  I 

i 

S.  M.  Dodd i  H.  H.  Wernse John  II.  Tracy. 

i 
i 

Charles  Speck |  n .  H .  Wernse 


i  i 

John  H.  Tracy j 


Note.— Names  in  italics,  resigned.     Thos 
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ZDIRECXIOlSr. 


:ketarv. 


DIRECTORS 


LIBRARIAN. 


ilett John  C.  Tevis,   W.  M.  Morrison,  Peter  Powell,  George  K.  Budd,   Alex.   Josiah  Dent 

Peterson,  Kobert  Barth,  Joseph  F.  Franklin. 

ilett 


Jno.  H.  Simpson,   Wm.  M.  Morrison,  R.  D.  Van  Nostrand,  C.  Enness,    William  Allen. 
Jno.  Keys,  JohnHalsall,  John  Elliot,  Jr.,  J.  C.  Cabot  * 

nick A.   Osgood,   R.  M    V.  Kercheval,   G.   R.  Robinson,   J.  Morrisse,  S.  X.    William  P.  Curtis. 

Kellogg,  J    T.  Chappell,  O.  W.  Child. 

Bacon L.  C.  Clark,  R.  M.  V.  Kercheval,  C  Haywood,  R.C.  McAllister,  J.  Sharp,    William  P.  Curtis. 

C.  B.  Burnham,  C.  R.  Stinde. 


binson  

•binson 

McClelland 
.  McClelland 

ilman 

ettinus 


'ft  inns 

Kobinson*. 

er  .Stitli  .. . 


1 1  son. 


arr. 


>irr 

Miller.  . 
hompson . 
hompson. 
son 


?on. 


lussell 

iurchard*. 

Jure  hard  . 


>augrain. 


R.H.Davis,    R     D.  Van  Nostrand,   J.A.Allen,   R.  C.  McAllister,  J.  j  William  P  Curtis, 
'lilden,  J  ere.  C.  Reynolds,  C.  Haywood. 

J.H.Alexander,  R.  C.  McAllister,   J.  H.  Avery,   C.  G.  Helfenstein,  J.   William  P.Curtis. 

Tilden,  R   X.  Nisbit,*  R   D.  Van  Nostrand,  J.  T.  Douglass,*  M.  V.  L. 

McClelland. 
J.  T.  Douglass,   J.  O'Neil,   C.  E.  King,   W.  E.  Sell,  J.  H.  Avery,    C.    William  P.Curtis. 

Enslin,  Solon  Humphreys,  II.  W.  Birge.* 

Solon  Humphreys,  R.  D.  Van  Nostrand,  J.  J.  Cartledge,  JohnGoodin,  C.    William  P.Curtis. 
E.  King,  W.  H.  Gilman,  H.  W.  Birge. 

John  Goodin,  A.  Pierce,  J.  J.  Cartledge,  J.  Smith,  Jr  ,  G.  P.  Doan,  R.    William  P  Curtis. 

B.  Whittemore,  H.  W.  Birge,  C.  E.  McClung.* 

J.  R.  Larkin,  G.  P    Doan,  J.  Smith,  Sr.,  C.  M.  McClung,  G.  Collier,  A     William  P.Curtis. 
M.  Waterman,  J.  H.  McCulloch. 

L.  II.  Terrv,  J.  O.  Alter,  J     W.  Stith,    C.  E.  King,   J    W.  Luke,  A    H     William  P.Curtis. 
Smith,  G.  R.  Baker,  W.  D.  W.  Barnard,*  J.  B.S.  Lemoine.* 

J.  B.  S    Lemoine,  J.  D  Taylor,  J.  Christopher,  W.  R<ever,  A.  H.  Smith,    William  P.Curtis. 

C.  F.  Vanderford,  Aug," Knight  t  S.  R,  Clarke,*  A.  U.  Grubb* 

J.  Christopher,   J.  A.  Brownlee,    ft    H   Davis,    F    R.  Alexander,    S    11.    William  P.Curtis. 
Clarke,  Sol.  Scott,  Jr.,  G.  W.  Tracy,  L.  Kingsland  * 

Calvin  W.  Marsh,  John  H.  Siegrist,  Sol.  Scott,  Jr  ,  I.  V.  W.  Dutcher,  F.   Ed.  W.  Johnston. 
R.  Alexander,  W.  C.  Buchanan,  L.  Kingsland. 

Geo    D.Hall,  John  H.  Siegrist,  John  D.  Lapsley,   C.  W.  Marsh,   Colton   Ed    W.Johnston. 
Greene,  C.  C.  Ferguson,  JohnH.  Beach. 

John  H.  Beach,    George  D.  Hall,    W.  A.  Moffett,*  J.   R.  Evens,   Dauiel  Ed.  W.  Johnston. 
Gilchrist,  O.  B.  Filley,  C    W.  Keiser,  H.  C.  Marston,  JohnE.  Yore* 

W.  A.  Moffett,  Jas  S.  Wilgus,  Henry  Senter,  O.  B.  Filley,  G.  W.  Parker,   John  X.  Dyer. 
J.  M.  Hanson,  JohnR.  Lionberger. 

Henry  Senter,  JohnR  Lionberger,  John  Whittaker,  S.  W.  Barber,  Samuel  John  N.  Dyer. 

M.  Dodd,*  J.  M.Hanson,   George  W.  Parker,   O.  B.  Filley,   JohnH. 

Siegrist.* 
Jno.  R.  Lionberger,  Jno.  Whittaker,  Henry  Senter,  J.  M.  Hanson,  S.  M.   JuhnN.  Dver. 

Dodd,  Jno.  Boggs,*  Wallace  Delafleld,  W.  H.  H.  Pettus. 

C.  R.  Stinde,   Edward  Wilkerson,   R.   D.  Van  Nostrand,   S.  M.  Dodd,   John  N.  Dyer. 
Wallace  Delatteld,  W.  II .  H.  Pettus,  M.  N.  Burchard. 

C.  R    Stinde,  Ed.  Wilkerson,  R.  D.  Van  Nostrand,  S.  M.  Dodd,  Theo.  G.   John  N.  Dver. 
Meier,  J.  H   Walsh,  L.  Fusz,*  B    W.  Lewis,  Jr.,  2V.  M.  Burchard. 

Theo    G.  Meier,  R.  M.  Scruggs,  H.  T.  Simou,  Julius  H    Walsh,   R.  W.   JohnX.  Dyer. 
Church,  Jas.  N.  Xorris,  Henry  A.  True,  Andrew  Wilson.* 

R.  M.  Scruggs,  Henry  T.  Simon,  L.  A.  Moffett,  R.  W.  Church,  J.  N.   John  N.Dyer. 
Norris,  C.  R.  Garrison,  Van  Leer  Runyan.*  I 


R.  M.  Scruggs,  L.  A.  Moffett,  C.  R.  Garrison,  James  P.  Fiske,   Charles  John  N.  Dyer. 
Speck,  John  S.J.  Milltr..  I 


"augrain 

Burchard.. . 

h\  thus  *  were  elected  by  the  Board  to  nil  vacancies. 


J.  P.  Fi«ke,  Fred   Hawes,  Frank  Carter,  R.  M.  Scruggs,  Charles  Speck,  J  J  JohnN.  Dyer. 
S.  J.  Miller,  Henry  T   Simon,  Lorraine  F.  Jones,*  James  Q.  Car-son  * 
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TWENTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL  MEETING 


OF  THE 


'  I* 

ouw  mmuiity 


♦    2* 


jwomtum, 


JANUARY  11,  1870. 


The  twenty-fourth  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  was  held,  ac- 
cording to  announcement,  in  the  Reading  Room.  The  meeting  was 
called  to  order  by  Lafayette  Wilson,  who  nominated  John  H.  Beach  as 
chairman.  The  nomination  was  received  by  a  unanimous  vote.  Henry 
T.  Simon  aud  L.  E.  Alexander  were  elected  Secretaries. 

The  minutes  of  the  meeting  held  January  12,  1869,  were  read  and 
adopted. 
The  following  report  from  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  was  then 

submitted : 

Mercantile  Library,  ? 

St.  Louis,  January  11,  1869.  $ 

The  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  respectfully  report  that  they 
have  examined  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  Actuary  and  Treasurer, 
and  find  the  same  correct,  with  proper  vouchers  for  all  disbursements. 

Samuel  M.  Dodd,  Chairman. 

Upon  motion,  the  report  was  adopted. 

The  Treasurer,  H.  H.  Wernse,  read  his  report  of  the  Finances  of  the 
Association  and  the  transactions  of  the  past  year. 

Upon  motion,  the  report  was  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors  was  read  by  the  President, 
Lafayette  Wilson,  giving  a  resume  of  the  operations  of  the  year,  and 
making  a  satisfactory  exhibit  of  the  continued  success  of  the  Association , 
which  report  was,  upon  motion,  adopted. 
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J.  B.  S.  Lemoine  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  Association  recognize  in  the  report 
thus  made,  their  obligations  to  the  President,  the  Board  of  Directors  and  the 
Librarian,  whose  successful  management  is  shown  by  the  continued  progress 
and  success  of  the  Library. 

Which  resolution,  upon  motion,  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Charles  Miller  then  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  in  pursuance  of  the  recommendation  made  in  the  President's 
report,  just  read,  this  Association  does  hereby  authorize  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors to  execute  to  the  Library  Hall  Company ,  the  official  obligation  of  this 
Association,  to  secure  the  liquidation  of  outstanding  stock  of  said  Hall 
Company,  as  the  same  shall  be  presented  for  redemption. 

Upon  motion,  the  same  was  unanimously  adopted. 

JohnT.  Douglass  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  twenty  be  appointed  by  the  President  of 
this  Association,  composed,  so  far  as  possible,  of  the  founders  of  the  Library, 
to  make  suitable  arrangements  for  the  celebration  of  the  twenty-fifth  anni- 
versary of  its  foundation,  as  suggested  by  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Which  resolution,  upon  motion,  was  unanimously  adopted. 
R.  M.  Scrusrsrs  offered  the  following*  resolution: 


*©» 


Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  be  and  they  are  hereby  instructed  to 
allow  ladies,  engaged  as  clerks  in  mercantile  houses,  a  reduction  of  two  dol- 
lars per  annum,  on  renewal  of  their  memberships. 

George  R.  Robinson  then  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  published  in  the  daily 
papers,  and  that  one  thousand  copies  of  the  reports  be  printed  for  gratuitous 
circidation. 

Upon  motion,  the  same  was  adopted. 

No  further  business  being  brought  before  the  meeting,  a  motion  to 
adjourn  was  duly  carried. 


Henry  T.  Sdcon,  >  Secretarie8. 
L.  E.  Alexander, 


"I 


John  H.  Beach,  Chairman. 


AHTlWAIi    IK]13P®]£Ve 


Members  of  the  Association  : 

You  have  assembled  with  us  at  the  close  of  this,  the  twenty- 
fourth  year  of  the  existence  of  the  Association,  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  the  Annual  Report  of  your  Board  of  Directors,  as  well  as 
to  consider  any  suggestions  we  deem  proper  to  make  for  the  con- 
tinued progress,  usefulness,  and  prosperity  of  this  great  institution 
which  we  may  consistently  speak  of  as  our  pride  and  our  trea- 
sure. 

And  let  us  observe,  at  the  outset,  that  in  placing  before  you  our 
report,  we  do  not  propose  to  offer  any  particular  excuse  as  to  why 
the  success  of  our  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  Association 
has  not  been  as  marked  as  we  had  hoped  when  we  assumed  the 
duty  of  its  direction.  The  one  great  purpose  that  has  actuated 
your  board,  was  a  provision  for  your  floating  debt,  the  funding  of 
which  was  commenced,  but  not  fully  accomplished,  by  our  prede- 
cessors, for  reasons  which  they  laid  before  you.  We  have,  like- 
wise, been  retarded  in  this  object,  owing  to  otir  inability  to  get 
possession  of  the  associational  bonds,  or  a  portion  of  them,  at  least, 
at  a  time  when  we  had  every  reason  to  expect  that  they  would  be 
surrendered  to  us.  The  delay  has,  unfortunately,  largely  increased 
our  interest  and  discount  account. 

We  are  pleased  to  state  that  under  an  arrangement  made  with  the 
Hall  Company  Board,  they  have  given  over  to  us  the  remaining  bonds 
of  the  Association,  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  we  have  agreed  to  give 
them  the  official  obligation  of  the  Association,  for  the  out-standing 
stock  of  the  Hall  Company,  and  as  this  stock  is  acquired,  from  time  to 
time  by  the  Association,  the  amount  so  secured  is  to  be  credited  upon 
said  obligation.  To  enable  your  board  to  fulfill  our  part  of  this  con- 
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tract,  we  respectfully  ask  that  you  delegate  to  them,  as  required 
by  your  Constitution,  authority  to  make  this  obligation  to  the  Hall 
Company. 

FINANCE. 

The  financial  condition  of  your  Association  is  more  satisfactory 
than  ever  before,  since  you  first  took  up  your  quarters  in  the  pres- 
ent location.  Aside  from  the  bonds,  every  obligation,  with  the 
exception  of  one  note  (amount,  seven  hundred  dollars)  has  been 
paid.  Twenty-eight  bonds  of  the  Association  (representing  one 
thousand  dollars  each)  have  been  disposed  of,  and  the  payment  of 
these  is  secured  beyond  any  contingency  from  the  revenue  of  your 
stores,  as  they  mature  from  year  to  year. 

Your  stores  are  all  under  the  most  favorable  leases,  recently 
executed,  and  which  continue  until  the  years  1872  and  1873.  We 
have  given  a  lease  for  five  years,  from  April  1st,  1869,  upon  the 
small  piece  of  ground  upon  the  south  side  of  your  building,  ten  feet 
front  by  thirty-two  feet  in  depth.  The  annual  rental  of  this  ground 
is  seven  hundred  dollars.  The  lessee  has  erected  a  building  thereon 
worth  at  least  one  thousand  dollars,  which,  at  the  expiration  of  said 
lease,  becomes  the  property  of  the  Association.  This  parcel  of 
ground  being  of  no  practical  use  to  the  Library,  we  think  it  has 
been  made  a  source  of  greater  revenue,  for  its  dimensions,  than 
any  other  portion  of  your  property. 

The  receipts  from  your  Grand  Hall   are  much  greater  than   last 
year,  and,  were  it  not  for  the  continued  large  delinquency  in  mem-' 
bership  dues,  we  would  present  a  gratifying  surplus  of  revenue. 

LIBRARY   AND    READING  ROOM. 

The  attendance  of  both  visitors  and  readers,  during  the  year,  has 
been  most  gratifying.  Never  before  have  we  had  such  a  continu  - 
ous  visitation  of  strangers  and  citizens  to  our  Library,  or  constancy 
of  readers  in  our  rooms.  We  have  issued  an  average  of  three  hun- 
dred volumes  a  day,  to  be  taken  from  the  Library,  and  about  nine 
thousand  volumes  have  been  drawn  for  reading  in  the  rooms. 

The  Library  Boom  was  closed  during  the  week,  from  October 
25th  to  November  1st,  for  the  examination  of  the  books  and  other 
property.  At  the  same  time,  the  rooms  were  thoroughly  cleansed 
and  put  in  perfect  order. 
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A  friend  has  placed  at  our  disposal  a  well  executed,  life  size 
portrait  of  the  late  Governor  Hamilton  R.  Gamble,  which  we  have 
placed  on  the  north  side  of  your  Library  Room.  During  the  year 
we  have  had  several  of  your  most  interesting  and  valuable  paint- 
ings thoroughly  renovated. 

BOOKS. 

Your  board  have  been  enabled  to  add  to  the  Library  a  large  in- 
crease of  books  over  the  acquisitions  of  the  preceding  year.  We 
have  added,  by  purchase,  during  the  year,  one  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-three  volumes,  and  by  donation  you  have  acquired 
sixty-seven  volumes.  The  number  of  volumes  of  periodicals  bound 
was  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight,  at  a  cost  of  eight  hundred  and 
four  dollars.  The  whole  number  of  volumes  added  to  the  Library 
in  1869,  is  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  valued  at 
three  thousand  and  thirty-three  dollars  and  fifty-four  cents ;  and 
the  total  number  of  volumes  now  on  your  catalogue  and  shelves  is 
thirty-one  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  valued  at  sixty- 
nine  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-six  dollars  and  nineteen 
cents.  In  the  supply  of  new  books  we  have  endeavored  to  consider 
the  wants  of  all  classes  of  membership.  The  Library  has  been  well 
supplied  with  all  the  new  works  of  interest,  as  well  as  many  new 
works  of  a  purely  scientific  nature,  but  we  regret  that  the  limited 
means  at  our  disposal  would  not  allow  for  a  sufficient  number  of 
copies  of  the  most  popular  books,  to  supply  the  immediate  demands. 

We  have  also  kept  the  Reading  Room  supplied  with  all  of  the 
valuable  newspapers,  periodicals,  and  scientific  reviews,  both  foreign 
and  domestic;  and  we  have  endeavored,  in  every  reasonable  way, 
to  accommodate  the  members  of  the  Association. 

The  examination  of  books  show  eighty-five  volumes  missing  from 
the  Library  since  the  last  inventory,  made  two  years  since  ;  twelve 
volumes  lost  and  paid  for,  and  two  hundred  and  seventy-five 
volumes  worn  out,  and  being  utterly  worthless,  removed  from  the 
shelves. 

We  very  much  regret  to  be  obliged  to  again  allude  to  the  mutil- 
ation of  many  of  our  books  and  periodicals  by  pencil  marks,  and 
otherwise.  Your  attention  was  called  to  this  matter,  in  respectful 
terms,  by  the  board  of  last  year,  and  we  must  record  our  opinion 
that  the  continuation  of  these  mean  acts,  stamp  the  perpetrators 
thereof  as  vulgar  in  the  extreme. 
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MEMBERSHIP. 

A  very  large  number  of  the  members,  we  find  on  examination 
running  through  the  past  two  years,  have  failed  to  renew  their 
subscriptions.  Yery  many  of  those  who  have  thus,  "under  a  strict 
interpretation  of  the  rules  of  the  Association/'  withdrawn  from  us> 
are  active*  business  men,  many  of  them  proprietors,  and  we  believe 
fully  able  to  pay  the  amount  due.  They  doubtless  are  so  engrossed 
with  the  cares  that  naturally  encircle  most  business  men,  that  they 
cannot,  "or  think  so  at  least,"  find  time  to  read.  Without  much 
thought,  therefore,  they  refuse  when  the  collector  calls,Jto  pay  their 
subscriptions.  To  such,  allow  us  to  appeal,  in  all  candor.  Will  you 
not  reflect  calmly,  and  act  considerately  in  this  matter.  Again,  let 
us  remind  you,  business  men,  that  so  long  as  you  keep  intact  your 
membership,  you  are  co-partners  with  us  in  the  ownership  of  this 
institution,  and  its  valuable  property.  Having  cheerfully  given  of 
your  means  these  many  years  past,  to  sustain,  and  aid  the  Associa- 
tion in  its  struggles  to  attain  the  position  she  to-day  occupies,  do 
not,  we  implore  you  then,  as  tried  friends  in  the  past,  lose  your 
identity  with  us  now  that  we  have  gained  a  position  of  honor  and 
prosperity,  unsurpassed  by  any  similar  institution  i  n  the  land.  As  you 
have  been  with  us  and  helped  to  support  her  in  infancy  and  in  weak- 
ness, so  now,  having  grown  to  greatness  and  strength,  we  want  you 
to  share  in  all  the  joys  that  are  sure  to  attend  this  prosperity,  and  we 
want,  als  >,  your  counsel,  your  example,  and  your  influence,  as  well 
as  your  means.  .Remember  that  our  Association  is  a  public  bene- 
fit, especially  to  the  young  man,  and  they,  of  all  others,  are  the  ones 
we  desire  to  draw  under  the  benign  influences  of  this  institution  ; 
and,  without  your  co-operation  in  every  way,  business  men,  we 
can  not  fully  succeed.  If  you  care  not  to  use  your  card  of  member- 
ship after  its  purchase,  give  the  use  of  it  to  some  worthy  friend, 
whose  poverty  may  deprive  him  of  this  invaluable  privilege.  The 
great  point  now  is  to  extend  the  membership,  and  thereby  increase 
our  usefulness. 

A  large  proportion  of  those  who  have  joinel  us  in  the  past  year, 
have  done  so  voluntarily,  for  no  organized  effort  has  been  made  to 
increase  our  membership  by  a  thorough  canvass  of  the  city.  It 
seems  almost  impossible  to  impress  a  Board  of  Directors  with  the 
necessity  for  such  work,  on  their  part;  or  if  they  admit  the  impor- 
tance of  the  work — yet,  having  labored  in  the  same  way  in  previous 
year3,  and  meeting  with  so  little  sympathy  or  countenance  in 
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their  efforts  to  benefit  others,  they  have  almost  concluded  it  was  a 
waste  of  time  to  attempt  it  further.  Still,  we  do  consider  this  policy 
to  be  the  true  one.  It  must  be  carried  out,  however,  with  a  zeal 
and  an  enthusiasm  that  is  certain  of  success.  With  this  expression 
of  our  views,  we  trust  our  successors  will  far  excel  us  in  the  dis- 
charge of  this  important  duty. 

LECTURES. 

Your  Lecture  Committee  were  dilligent  in  their  efforts  to  secure 
entertainments  of  this  kind,  with  but  partial  success.  Previous  to 
their  coming  into  office,  Silas  Bent,  Esq.,  of  this  city,  had  delivered 
his  most  interesting  lecture  on  the  "  Thermometric  Gateway  to  the 
Pole."  This  lecture  was  made  free  to  all  the  members  of  the 
Library,  and  consequently,  resulted  in  a  net  loss  in*  dollars  and 
cents,  but  its  deliveiT  was  certainly  the  occasion  of  great  pleasure 
and  profit  to  all  who  heard  it.  Our  first  engagement  was  with 
George  Yandenhoff,  for  a  course  of  poetic  and  dramatic  readings, 
commencing  Monday,  April  5th,  and  closing  Tuesday  evening,  April 
13th,  1869.  The  net  gain  on  this  course  was  two  hundred  and 
ninety  dollars  and  thirty  cents. 

Our  noxt  engagement  was  with  Judge  I.  S.  Spencer,  of  New 
York,  who  gave  us  a  most  interesting  and  instructive  lecture  upon 
"Egypt  and  the  Nile,"  which  we  regret  to  say  resulted  in  a  loss  to 
the  Association  of  one  hundred  and  forty-six  dollars  and  fifty-six 
cents.  As  a  general  desire  was  expressed  to  have  George  Vanden- 
hoff  give  a  course  of  "Shakespearian  Readings,"  your  committee 
deemed  it  advisable  to  gratify  this  desire,  and  accordingly  made  a 
second  engagement  with  him  for  four  readings,  commencing  Mon- 
day, October  18th,  and  closing  Saturday,  the  23d.  The  weather 
proved  stormy  and  disagreeable  during  the  entire  week,  conse- 
quently the  readings  were  but  slightly  attended.  Mr.  Yandenhoff 
gave  an  additional  reading  on  Monday  evening  25th,  "Poetical  and 
Prose  Selections."  The  net  gain  on  this  course  was  forty-eight 
dollars  and  twenty-nine  cents. 

Our  fourth  and  last  engagement  was  with  James  E.  Murdoch  for 

two  readings.     Tuesday   evening,  December  7th,  his  programme 

embraced  selections  from  Shakespeare,  Trowbridge,  Read,  Lover 

tf    and  other  poets;  and  on  Wodnesday  evening,  the  8th,  he  gave  some 

remarks  upon  the  nature  and  moral  tendencies  of  the  works  of  Sir 

*&  Walter  Scott,  together  with  readings  and  recitations  in  poetry  and 


16 

prose,  illustrating  the  prominent  features  of  romance  and  chivalry, 
as  exhibited  in  his  writings.  Owing  to  the  English  Opera  troupe 
playing  at  DeBar's,  and  Joseph  Jefferson  at  the  Olympic  theatre, 
these  readings  were  not  successful  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view  ; 
yet  we  lost  nothing.  The  net  gain  on  the  lectures  ot  1869  is  one 
hundred  and  seventy-six  dollars. 

In  addition  to  those  gentlemen  who  have  just  been  mentioned, 
your  committee  extended  invitations  to  John  B.  Gough,  Henry 
Ward  Beocher  and  George  W.  Curtis,  to  lecture  for  the  Associa- 
tion, but  their  engagements  elsewhere    interfered  with  our  wishes. 

WAYMAN  CROW   SCHOLARSHIP. 

Your  board,  soon  after  its  organization,  made  general  inquiry 
for  a  proper  incumbent  for  the  Wayman  Crow  Scholarship,  in 
Washington  University.  Four  applications  were  made  to  us  for 
the  position,  and,  after  acareful  consideration  of  the  claims  of  each, 
it  was  bestowed  upon  master  Edward  H.  Engler,  a  bright,  intelli- 
gent lad,  of  about  fourteen  years  of  age.  He  entered  the  Univer- 
sity at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session,  and  already  we 
have  the  most  flattering  reports  of  his  conduct  and  progress,  and 
feel  confident  that  he  will  do  honor  to  the  donor,  as  also  the  As- 
sociation. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The  net  gain  in  property  the  past  year  is  $4,147  02.  Total 
value  of  property  on  December  31st,  1869,  was  $210,502  47.  In- 
crease in  rent  of  Grand  Hall  $945  00.  Increase  in  rent  of  stores 
$519  10. 

The  property  of  the  Association  is  insured  for  the  sum  of 
$140,400  00. 

We  would  recommend  to  our  successors  in  office,  that  they  em- 
ploy one  or  two  additional  assistant  librarians.  This  is  a  necessity 
that  can  not  longer  be  delayed.  The  interests  of  the  Association 
demand  it,  and  justice  to  your  present  librarians  require  it.  Their 
duties  have  been  onerous  to  a  degree  that  we  have  no  right  longer 
to  impose  upon  them.  They  have  not  complained,  but  have 
borne  their  increased  burdens  without  a  murmur,  and,  knowing  our 
straightened  circumstances  whilst  we  were  harrassed  with  a  large 
floating  debt,  they  even  declined  proffered  assistance  made  by  your 
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board.     They,  therefore,  deserve  your  warmest  thanks  and   con- 
sideration for  this  self-sacrifice  and  fidelity. 

We  are  pleased  to  announce  to  you  that  a  decision  has  at  last 
been  rendered,  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  con- 
cerning our  liability  to  taxation  under  the  new  constitution  of  the 
State  of  Missouri.  This  highest  tribunal  of  justice  in  the  land,  has 
recently  decided  in  the  agreed  case  between  the  Washington  Uni- 
versity and  the  collector  of  St.  Louis  county,  that  the  franchises 
granted  said  institution,  "  and  those  holding  similar  charters" 
under  the  old  constitution  of  Missouri,  can  not  be  repealed  by  a 
convention,  or  repudiated  by  the  people,  in  any  way. 

The  taxes,  amounting  to  several  thousand  dollars,  levied  against 
the  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company  and  the  Mercantile  Library 
Association  are,  consequently,  pronounced  illegal  and  void. 

We  have  not  been  unmindful  of  the  subject  of  a  new  and  desir- 
able location  upon  which  to  erect,  at  some  future  time,  a  Library 
Building.  This  matter  has  been  brought  to  your  notice  again  and 
again,  and  its  importance  and  necessity  so  fully  discussed  that,  cer- 
tainly, such  a  movement  must,  from  the  various  considerations  set 
forth,  commend  itself  to  the  confidence  of  every  member  of  the 
Association.  It  seems  to  us  that  the  importance  of  this  step  is  so 
obvious  that  it  can  not  be  too  frequently,  or  too  strenuously  brought 
to  your  notice.  It  ought  to  be  agitated  in  private  as  well  as  in 
public  association.  During  the  year  your  board  have  approached 
several  wealthy  property  owners  on  this  subject,  with  the  hope  of 
receiving  a  fair  and  liberal  proposition  \  but,  as  a  general  thing,  we 
were  not  met  in  this  spirit  at  all.  The  prices  and  terms  were  so  ex- 
cessively illiberal  that  we  could  not,  for  one  moment,  consider  them. 

In  considering  the  interests  and  welfare  of  the  Library  Associa- 
tion, at  different  times,  our  minds  have  been  led  to  contemplate  the 
many  noble  and  generous  men  who,  at  different  periods,  have  be- 
stowed varied  gifts  upon  us.  Some  of  these  have  passed  unto  death  ; 
and,  as  we  have  looked  over  the  record  of  such,  how  strange  it  is, 
we  have  thought,  that  none  of  them  have  left  within  our  hands  a 
legacy  that  would  enable  us  to  press  more  rapidly  onward  to  a 
,  point  where  we  could  freely,  and  more  abundantly,  bestow  upon 
others  the  rich  blessings  of  knowlege  and  culture. 

Would  that  we  could  incite  some  of  these  kind  friends  and  wrell 
wishers,  who  are  still  left  to  us  in  life  and  in  health,  ^to  makeFpro- 
vision  for  our  noble  library  out  of  the  abundance  of  their  worldly 
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wealth.     We  appeal  to  those  who  have  been  blessed  with  material 

prosperity  to  make  for  us  a  fund   for  some  specific  purpose  ;  to 

secure  at  an  early  day  a  now  location,  if  you  will;  or  the  creation 

of  an  art  gallery,  or  for  any  other  purpose  that  may  accord  with 

your  views. 

We  recommend  that  you  instruct  the  boards  of  direction  to  allow 
ladies  occupying  positions  as  clerks  *n  mercantile  houses,  a  reduc. 
tion  of  two  dollars  per  annum  on  all  renewals  of  their  member- 
ships. Without  any  arguirent,  we  think  that  you  will  all  see,  at  a 
glance,  "upon  reading  article  three,  chapter  one  of  the  Constitu- 
tion," the  justice  of  this  proposition. 

Fellow-Members  :     We  have  entered  upon  the  twenty-fifth  year 
of  the  existence  of  our  Association,  and  we  have  thought  that  it 
would  be  eminently  proper  that  we  celebrate,  in  a  becoming  man- 
ner, the  occasion  of  our  twenty-fiith  anniversary  at  the  close  of  its 
year,  which  ends  January   13th,  1871.     Our  success  in  this  first 
quarter  of  a  century,  since  the  formation  of  our  library,  has  been 
truly  wonderful.     Our  past  history  has  been  brilliant  and  unsur 
passed.     Our  future  is  full  of  hope  and  promise;  therelore,   let  us 
come  together  and  rejoice  over  our  success  and  prosperity.     For 
this  purpose  we  recommend  that  a  committee  be  appointed,  "com- 
posed, so  far  as  possible,  of  the  founders  of  the  institution/'  with 
full  power  to  make  preparation  for  such  celebration,  in  the  Grand 
Hall,  immediately  after  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Association. 
It  is  but  just  that  we  tender  to  John  N.  Dyer,  your  Librarian  and 
Actuary,  the  thanks'  of  every  member  of  the  Association,  for  the 
efficient  discharge  of  his  duty,  and  also  for  his  untiring  devotion  to 
every  interest  of  the  Association.     To  this  fidelity,  on  his  part,  we 
attribute  very  much  of  our  success  of  late  years.     Your  board  also 
take  great  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  prompt  and  cour- 
teous deportment  of  Assistant  Librarians  W.  H.  H.  Anderson  and 
Joseph  M.  H.  Washington. 

L_  All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of 
Directors. 

LAFAYETTE  WILSON,  President. 
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Maps    and     Charts. 


I'NITKI*    STATKS     IIy1>KO(SKA1*1IIC    Bt'KKAU. 


jRelics    from      India. 


W.    15.    KyDKK,     A    SlLVKK    Moi'NTKD,     <   ARVK1)  EhoNY  CANE;    AJfD   A    Sa 

ficial  Knife,  of  Damascus  steel. 


PLD      pURRENCY, 


A.  W.  Kkdingo,  Fifty   Dollar  North   Carolina  Bill.    Dated  1780; 

and  One-Fourth  Cents  Ditto  1838. 


VRBAMDIIBB'S  BEPORW 


Mercantile  Library, 

St.  Louis,  January  11,  1870 


.} 


Gentlemen  : 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report,  showing 
♦he  receipts  and  expenditures  during  the  past  year,  and  the  present 
financial  condition  of  the  Association,  viz  : 

Exhibit  "  A,"  cash  account. 
Exhibit  "  B,"  balance  sheet. 
Exhibit  "  C,"  profit  and  loss  account. 


"A"    CASH     ACCOUNT. 


1809.  DBBIT. 

Membership  Account. 

Dec.  31  —To  Initiation  Fees  $440  00 
LifeMembere.  100  00 
Proprietors  . .  .2,580  00 

Clerks 2,784  75 

Beneficiaries  .4,187  00 

$10,(11)1  75 

Ha  J I   Account. 

To  Grand  Hall  .$3,915  00 
Ante  Rooms. .  188  00 
Hall  Stores     .9,435  10 

$13,538  10 

To  Bonds  payable 8,000  On 

Bills  payable 700  00 

Lectures 2, 69  50 

Fines  for  det.  of  books      401  65 

Catalogues  sold 12  00 

Books  lost  and  paid  for       23  75 
Old  Newspapers  sold  37  5  ) 

Insurance  Premium..  11  50 


$35,425  75 


ItttO.  CRKDIT. 

Dec .  31  .—By  Advertising    $    165  40 

Books 2,222  42 

Bills  payable 3,000  00 

Bonds  payable 3,000  0) 

Binding  Books 539  00 

Furniture 7(5  60 

Fuel 594  18 

Hall  Expenses 2,701  60 

Hall  Kcpairs 2,097  20 

Interest 3,006  33 

Insurance 1,060  20 

Librarians 5,299  85 

Lights 3,030  00 

M  ere .  L  ibrary  Hal  1  Co  670  50 

Newspapers 425  89 

Postage 39  85 

Periodicals 1 ,234  98 

Printing    492  75 

Stationery 170  25 

Transportation 142  08 

Lectures  2,433  50 

Return  of  stolen  books  4  00 
.John  N.    Dyer,   Cash 

advanced 814  72 

Heniy  H.Wernse  cash 

advanced 1,373  68 

John  N .  Dver ,  A ctuary  530  70 

Balance   ' 300  07 

$35,425  75 
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B"    BALANCE    SHEET 


1869.  DEBIT 

Dec . 31 ,  To  Books  acquired  by  pur- 
chase  $56,440  44 

Books  acquired  by  do- 
nations   .*• . .   .  13,885  75 

Cabinet  of  Minerals     .  500  00 

Catalogue 184  50 

Cash 300  07 

Fine  Arts 20,480  65 

Furniture 16,559  86 

Newspapers 100  00 

Periodical   800  00 

Keal  Estute 143,000  00 

Stage  Scenery 970  00 

John  N.  Dver,  Actuarv  530  70 

$250,251  97 


1869.  CREDIT.     ~~ 

Dec. 31,  Bv  Stock  Account. ....  $210,502  47 

*  Bonds  Payable 28,000  00 

Bills  Payable 700  00 

Mercantile    Library 
Hill  Company..!...     11,049  50 

i 


$250,251  97 


<C"  PROFIT  AND  LOSS  ACCOUNT. 


1869.  debit.  1869. 

Dec   31  —To  Advertising $    16ft  40  Dec  31 

Binding  books 559  00 

Fuel 594  18 

Hall  Repairs 2,347  20 | 

H.dl  Expenses 2,701  60 1 

Insurance 1 ,043  70  . 

Interest  3,006  33 

Librarians 5,299  85 

Lights 3,030  00 

Newspapers    374  39 

Postage  39  85 

Transportation 154  43 

Periodicals 473  27 

Printing 41)2  75 

Stationery 157  93 

Return  of  stolen  books  4  00 
John  K.  Drew,  worth- 
less debt 279  18 

Stock   Account  —  Net 

gain  this  year 4,147  02 

$24,855  05 


CREDIT. 

By  Initiation  fees $     440  00 

Life  members 100  00 

Proprietors 2,580  00 

Clerks 2,784  75 

Beneficiaries 4,187  00 

Grand  Hall. 3,915  00 

Ante-rooms 188  00 

Hall  stores  9,435  10 

Book  donations      147  55 

Cabinet  of  Minerals  do- 
nated   500  00 

Lectures 176  00 

Fines 401  05 


$24,855  05 


H.  II.  WERNSE, 

Treasurer. 


N 


S.  W.  CORNER  FIFTH  AND  LOCUST  STS.  '* 


TEEMS   OF   MEMBERSHIP. 

Any  pewon  en,gftged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  as  a  PROPRIETOR, 
may  become  as  ae«ve  memfier,  bj>  paylag  an  initiation  fee  of  FIVE 
DOLLARS,  ;mu1  an  annual  rabwription,  payable  in  advance,  of  PiVE 
DOLLARS. 

A,tj  person  similarly  engaged,**  a  CLERK,  may :ome»u  active 

wmb&M  paying  an  Initiation  fee  of  TWO  DOLLARS, lantHmaal 

subscription  of  tHREj?  DOLLARS. 

Any  ponon  not.  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  including  ladiea, 
students  and  others,  maj  become  BENEFICIARlf  KEJ*B»*S  bj 
paying   FIVE  DOLLARS  annually  in  advance. 

Km    Hejipkrship  One  Hmmnwn  Dollars. 


THE  LIBRARY 

Now  contain*  THIRTY-OXE  THOUSAND  VOLUMES,  to  which  all 
new  work*  of  general  interest  are  added  promptly,  and  in  aainbers 
proportionate  to  the  demand. 


THE   READING   ROOM 


Is  regularly  supplied  with  all  the  principal  newspapers  and  maga 

,1 sik  and  foreign,  ami  Is  open  from  If)  n'eloek  A.  m.  to  lOo'elod 


%y  TWELVE  HOITRS  EVERY  DAY.-fji 
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ANNUAL    REPORT 


OF     THK 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


OF     THE 


t.  Sattis  Mercantile  l^rar2  Association. 


■  <!■  « 


ST.  LOUIS: 

PRINTED     FOR    THE    ASSOCIATION, 

BY    R.    P.    STUDLEY   k   CO 
1868. 


OFFICERS 


OF    THE 


EMCAOTILE  LIBKAMY  ASSOCIATION, 

FOB  THE   YEAR  1868. 


Resident. 
LAFAYETTE  WILSON. 

Vice  Resident. 
SAMUEL  M.  DODD. 


ijecijetatjies. 

Corresponding.  Recording. 

A.  P.  SAUGRAIN.  |  JOHN  H.  TRACY. 

(Ityeasujjeji. 
HENRY  H.  WERNSE. 


Biijecto^s. 


R.  M.  SCRUGGS, 
II.  T.  SIMON, 
L.  A.  MOFFET, 


R.  W.  CHURCH, 
JAMES  N.  NORRIS, 
C.  R.  GARRISON, 


VAN  LEER  RUNYAN. 

#ctuai|»j  and  &ibtjaiiian. 
JOHN  N.  DYER. 

Assistant  X>ibrtat|ian$. 

First.  8econd. 

W.  II.  H.  ANDERSON.  |  E.  H.  LARKIN. 

Third. 

CHARLES  H.  YEATMAN. 

Xanitot> 
SAMUEL  CLEGG. 


COMMITTEES  FOR  1868. 


WAY8  AND  MEANS. 

SAMUEL  M.  DODD,  .  |  R.  W.  CHURCH, 

JAMES  N.  NORRIS. 


LIBRARY  AND  READING   ROOM. 

HENRY  T.  SIMON,  |  A.  P.  SAUGRAIN, 

VAN  LEER  RUNYAN. 


BOOKS  AND  DONATIONS. 


JAMES  N.  NORRIS, 
HENRY  H.  WERNSE, 


R.  M.  SCRUGGS, 
JOHN  H.  TRACY, 


L.  A.  MOFFETT. 


LECTURES. 

R.  M.  SCRUGGS,  |  HENRY  T.  SIMON, 

C.  R.  GARRISON. 


IIALL  AND   BUILI1NG. 

LAFAYETTE  WILSON,  |  SAMUEL  M.  DODD, 

R.  W.  CHURCH. 


PRESIDENTS  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION 

FROM  ITS  ORGANIZATION. 


1846-7 JAMES  E.  YEATMAN. 

1848-9 ALFRED  VINTON. 

1850-1 H.  E.  BRIDGE. 

1852 HENRY  D.  BACON. 

1853 J.  H.  ALEXANDER. 

1854-5 J.  T.  DOUGLASS. 

1856 . . W.  M.  MORRISON. 

1857 JOHN  W.  LUKE. 

1858 m.  v.  l.  McClelland. 

1859-60 J.  B.  S.  LEMOINE. 

1861 ALFRED  CARR. 

1862-3 JOHN  H.  BEACH. 

1864-5 CHARLES  MILLER. 

186C-7 GEO.  R.  ROBINSON. 


ZBO-^IE^IDS   Q] 


YEAR, 

PRESIDENT. 

VICE-PRESIDENT. 

TREASURER. 

REC    8ECRETARY. 

COB 

1846 

Jas.  E.  Yeatman .... 

L.  M.  Kennctt 

R.  K.  Woods 

J.  A.  Dougherty .... 

S.A. 

1847 

Jas.  E .  Yeatman 

Alfred  Vinton 

R.  M.  Rcnick 

R.  W.  Ayres 

S.A. 

1848 

Alfred  Vinton 

W.  M.  Morrison  .... 

William  H.  Rice. . . . 

John  Hal  sail 

R.M. 

1849 

Alfred  Vinton 

William  H.Rice.... 

Edmi 

1850 

Edmund  Bacon 

S.  C .  Stewart 

C.  R.  Stinde 

G.R. 

1851 

J.  H.  Alexander*. . . 

J.  Wilmer  Stith 

j .  a.  Alien ........•• 

G.R. 

• 

Henry  D.  Bacon .... 

J.  H.  Alexander .... 

J.  Wilmer  Stith 

Theo.  Clark 

1852 

W.  E.  Sell* 

M.  V. 

1853 

J.  H.  Alexander .... 

J.  T.  Douglass 

W.  E.Sell 

M.  V 

1854 

J.  T.  Douglass 

W.H 

1855 

J.  T.  Douglass 

M.  V.  L.  McClelland 

Thomas  Brown 

C.  L.  Rogei  s 

J.D. 

1856 

W.  M.  Morrison .... 

Edward  P.  Curtis. . . 

J.  D. 
Geo.] 

1857 

John  W.  Luke 

Edward  P.  Curtis. . . 

J.Wi 

1858 

M.  V.  L.  McClelland 

J.  B.  S.  Lemoine... 

Geo.  H.  Loker 

C.  W.  Marsh 

G.R. 

1859 

J.  B.  S.  Lemoine.... 

Samuel Copp,  Jr.... 

Alfta 

1860 

J.  B.  S.  Lemoine. ... 

R.  H  Davis  ........ 

S.  H.  Laflin 

Archie  Robinson.  • . 

Alfre 

1861 

Alfred  Carr 

C.  W.  Marsh 

Archie  Robinson.,.. 

Charl 

1862 

John  E.  Yore 

H.  C.  Marston 

C.L. 

1863 

John  H  Beach ...... 

Charles  Mil  l«r 

John  T?   Ynrfl ....... 

J.  G.  Catlin 

C  L. 

1864 

fJharlos  TVf i  1 1pr  ...*.. 

John  ~R   Ynrfi ....... 

I.  Wi 

1865 

W.  A.  Kingdon 

L.  W 

1866 

Geo.  R.  Robinson. . . 

L.  Wilson 

W.  H.  Thomson .... 

T.  G. 

M.N. 

1867 

Geo.  R.  Robinson. . . 

L.  Wilson 

W.  H.Thomson.... 

M.N. 

Note. — Names  in  italics,  resigned.     Thone  m 


DIBEOTIOIT. 


■rtt .. 
kett.. 
ick.. 
tocon 


John  C.  Tevis,  W.  M.  Morrison,  Peter  Powell,  George  K.  Budd,  Alex.  Josiah  Dent. 
Peterson,  Robert  Barth,  Joseph  F.  Franklin. 


nson . . . . 
Qson...  • 
cClelland 
cClelland 


nan 


nius 


rvnis 

Vinson*.. 


Stith 


on 


Her 

>pson  .  • •  • 
npson 


Jno  H.  Simpson,  Wm.  M.  Morrison,  R.  D.  Van  Nostrand,  C.  Enness, 
Jno.  Keyes,  John  Hal  sal  I,  J.  Elliott,  Jr.,  J.  C.  Cabot.* 

A.  Osgood,  R.  M.  V.  Kercheval,  G.  R  Robinson,  J.  Morrisse,  S.  N. 
Kellogg,  J.  T.  Chappell,  O.  W.  Child. 

L.  C.  Clark,  R.  M.  V.  Kercheval,  C.  Haywood,  R.  C.  McAllister,  J. 
Sharp,  C  B.  Burnham,  C.  R.  Stinde. 

R.  H.  Davis,  R.  D.  Van  Nostrand,  J.  A.  Allen,  R.  C.  McAllister,  J. 
Tilden,  Jerc.  C.  Reynolds,  C.  Haywood. 

J.  H.  Alexander,  R.  C.  McAllister,  J.  H.  Avery,  C.  G.  Helfenstein, 
J.  Tilden,  R.  N.  Nisbct  *  R.  D.  Van  Nostrand,  J.T.  Douglass*  M. 
V.  L.  McClelland. 

J.  T.  Douglass,  J.  O'Neil,  C.  E.  King,  W.  E.  Sell,  J.  H.  Avery,  C. 
Enslin,  Solon  Humphreys,  H.  \V.  Birge.* 

Solon  Humphreys,  R.  D.  Van  Nostrand,  J.J.  Cartledge,  John  Godin, 
C.  E.  King,  W.  H.  Gilman,  H.  VV.  Birge. 

John  Goodin,  A.  Pearce,  J.  J.  Cartledge,  J.  Smith,  Jr.,  G.  P.  Doan, 
R.  B.  Whittemore,  H.  \V.  Birge,  CM.  McClung.* 

J.  R.  Larkin,  G.  P.  Doari,  J.  Smith,  Sr.,  C.  M.  McClung,  G.  Collier, 
A.  M.  waterman,  J.  H.  McCulloch. 

L.  H.  Tern',  J.  O.  Alter,  J.  W.  Stith,  C.  E.  King,  J.  W.  Luke,  A. 
H.  Smith,  G.  R.  Baker,  W.  D.  W.  Barnard  *  J.  B.  S.  Lemoine.* 

J.  B.  S.  Len  oine,  J.  D.  Taylor,  J  Chr^topher,  W.  F.  Ro3ver,  A.  H. 
Smith,  6\  F.  Vanderford,  Aug    K*.ight,  S.  R.  Clarke*  A.  O.  Grubb * 

J.  Christopher,  J.  A.  Brownlee,  R.  H.  Davis,  F.  R.  Alexander,  S.  R. 
Clarke,  Sol.  Scott,  Jr.,  G.  W.  Tracey,  L.  Kings  hnd.* 

Calvin  W.  Marsh,  John  H.  Siegrist,  Sol.  Scott,  Jr.,  I.  V.  W.  Dutcher, 
F.  R.  Alexander,  W.  C.  Buchanan,  L.  Klngsland. 

George  D.  Hall,  John  II.  Siegrist,  John  D.  Lapsley,  C.  W.  M.uvh,  Colton 
Greene,  C.  C.  Ferguson,  John  H.  Beach. 

John  H.  Beach,  George  D.  Hall,  W.  A.  Moffett  *  J.  R.  Evans,  D.miel 
Gilchrist,  0.  B.  Filley,  C.  VV.  Keiser,  H.  C.  Marston,  John  E.  Yore  * 

W.  A.  Moffott,  Jas.  S.  Wilgus,  Henry  Senter,  0.  B.  Filley,  G.  W. 
Parker,  J.  M.  Hanson,  John  R.  Lionberger. 

Henry  Senter,  John  R.  Lionberger,  John  Whittaker,  S.  W.  Barber, 
Samuel  M.  Dodd,*  J.  M.  Hanson,  Geo.  W.  Parker,  O.  B.  Filley,  John 
H.  Siegrist* 

Jno.  R.  Lionberger,  Jno.  Whittaker,  Henry  Senter,  J.  M.  Hanson,  S. 


«»•«*«.«.* 


*ell 

chard*  ... 


«hard. 


enry 
ielu, 


M.  Dodd,  Jno.  Boggs  *  Wallace  Delaiield,  W.  H.  H.  Pcttus. 

C.  R.  Stinde,    Edw.  Wilkerson,   R.  D.  Van  Nostrand,    S.  M.  Dodd, 
Wallace  Delafield,  W.  H.  H.  Pettus,  M.  N.^Burchard. 

C.  R.  Stinde,  Ed.  Wilkerson,  R.  D.  Van  Nostrand,  S.  M.  Dodd,  Thco. 
G.  Meier,  J.  H.  Walsh,*  L.  Fusz ,*  B.  W.  Lewis,  Jr  ,  Jtf.  V.  Burchard. 

Theo.  G.  Meier,  R.  M.  Scruggs,  II.  T.  Simon,  Julius  H.  Walsh,  R.  W. 
Church,  Jas.  N.  Norris,  Henry  A.  True,  Andrew  Wilso:..* 


William  Allen. 
William  P.  Curtis. 
William  P.  Curtis. 
William  P.  Curtis. 
William  P.  Curtis. 
William  P.  Curtis. 
William  P.  Curtis. 
William  P.  Curtis. 
William  P.  Curtis. 
William  P.  Curtis. 
William  P.  Curtis. 
William  P.  Curtis. 
Ed.  W.  Johnston. 
Ed.  W.  Johnston. 
Ed.  W.  Johnston. 
John  N.  Dyer. 
John  N.  Dyer. 
John  N.  Dyer. 
John  N.  Dyer. 
John  N.  Dyer. 
John  N.  Dyer. 


I  thus  *  were  elected  by  the  Board  to  till  vacancies. 
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TWENTY-SECOND  ANNUAL  MEETING 


OF  THE 


SAINT  LOUIS  MERCANTILE  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION. 


JANUARY    14,    18G8. 


Rooms  of  Mercantile  Library  Association,  ) 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  January  14,  1868.  ) 

The  twenty-second  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held, 
according  to  announcement,  in  the  new  reading-room.  The  meeting 
was  called  to  order  by  Geo.  R.  Robinson,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, who  nominated  Mr.  Charles  Miller  as  Chairman,  the  nomina- 
tion being  carried  by  a  unanimous  vote.  H.  H.  Wernse  and  L.  A. 
MofFett  were  appointed  Secretaries. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting  were  read  and  adopted. 

The  Treasurer,  W.  H.  Thomson,  read  his  report  of  the  finances 
and  transactions  for  the  past  year, 

M.  N.  Burchard  submitted  the  following  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Ways  and  Means  : 

Mercantile  Library,       > 
St.  Louis,  January  13,  1868.  ) 

The  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  respectfully  report  that  they 
have  examined  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  Actuary  and  Treasurer, 
and  find  the  same  correct,  with  proper  vouchers  for  all  disbursements. 

M.  N.  Burchard,  Chairman. 

Upon  motion  of  J.  H.  Abxander,  Esq.,  the  above  reports  were 
adopted. 


10 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors  was  read  by  the  President, 
George  R.  Robinson,  giving  a  resume  of  the  operations  for  the  past 
year,  and  making  a  gratifying  exhibit  of  the  continued  success  of  tbe 
association.  The  report  was,  upon  motion  of  J.  T.  Douglass,  unani- 
mously adopted. 

Mr.   E.  Wilkerson  offered   the  following  resolution,   which    was 

adopted : 

Resolved,  That,  in  view  of  the  general  depression  which  has  prevailed  during  the 
whole  of  the  past  year  in  monetary  affairs,  we  are  surprised  as  well  as  gratified  to 
learn  from  the  report  which  has  just  been  submitted,  that  progress  has  been  made 
in  all  that  tends  to  the  permanent  prosperity  in  the  association ;  and  we  hereby  ten- 
der our  thanks  to  Geo.  R.  Robinson,  and  his  associates  of  the  Board,  and  Librarians, 
for  the  fidelity  and  attention  with  which  they  have  managed  our  affairs  during  the 
past  year. 

On  motion  of  J.  T.  Douglass,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  published  in  the  daily  papers, 
and  that  a  thousand  copies  of  the  report  be  printed  for  gratuitous  circulation. 

There  being  no  further  business,  on  motion  of  Mr.  J.  B.  S. 
Lemoine,  the  meeting  adjourned. 

Charles  Miller,  Chairman. 
L.  A.  Moffett, 

H.  H.  Wernse, 

Secretaries. 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Fellow-Members  of  the  St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Association ; 

In  making  an  Annual  Report  of  the  condition  of  our  Association, 
reference  must  necessarily  be  made  to  the  general  commercial  depres- 
sion which  has  marked  the  year  just  closed.  The  progress  of  a  pub- 
lic enterprise  depends,  to  a  great  extent,  upon  general  prosperity,  and 
the  history  of  this  institution  shows  that  its  success  is  measured  by 
the  prosperity  of  that  portion  of  the  community  with  which  it  is 
more  especially  identified. 

In  summing  up,  therefore,  the  account  of  our  stewardship  for  the 
past  year,  although  some  progress  is  shown  in  the  various  depart- 
ments of  the  work,  it  is  confessed  that  all  has  not  been  accomplished 
which  was  hoped  and  expected  when  this  Board  entered  upon  its 
duties. 

HALL   COMPANY. 

The  last  bond  of  the  Hall  Company  was  paid  1  st  May  last,  leaving 
the  property  free  from  incumbrance.  This  Association  now  has  the 
ownership  of  7,551  shares,  of  which  there  have  been-  acquired  during 
the  past  year  58  shares  by  purchase,  at  a  cost  of  $300,  and  156  shares 
in  exchange  for  memberships,  and  2  shares  by  donation.  The 
remaining  shares  are  held  mainly  by  our  own  citizens,  a  portion  of 
whom  have  indicated  their  intention  to  place  their  stock  under  our 
control  by  donations  or  exchange  for  memberships ;  and  it  is  hoped 
that  most  of  it  may,  by  the  liberality  of  holders,  be  controlled  in  the 
the  same  way.  Of  the  entire  stock  acquired  thus  far,  538  shares 
,  have  been  donated ;  3,820  shares  exchanged,  for  memberships,  and 
3,193  shares  have  been  purchased  at  reduced  rates.  This  record 
shows  how  generously  a  large  majority  of  the  original  stockholders 
have  recognized  the  claims  of  this  Association,  and  their  desire  to, 
have  the  hall  building  under  its  control. 
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The  need  of  more  book-cases  has  been  felt  for  some  time,  and  a 
contract  has  been  entered  into  with  Mr.  Z.  T.  Knott  to  construct  six 
double  cases  upon  a  gallery,  to  be  placed  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Library  room,  similar  in  style  to  those  on  the  south  and  west  sides. 

The  important  subject  of  ventilation  of  the  rooms  has  had  the 
attention  of  the  Board,  and  a  suggestion  was  made  late  in  the  season 
to  have  openings  for  this  purpose  over  each  window  in  the  large  room. 
The  plan  seemed  practicable,  and  was  referred  to  the  incoming  Board. 

The  last  Annual  Report  called  attention  to  the  importance  of  secur- 
ing, at  as  early  a  period  as  practicable,  a  location  with  a  view  of 
erecting  a  fire-proof  building  especially  adapted  to  the  purpose  of  the 
Library,  and  a  resolution  was  adopted  referring  the  subject  to  the 
Board.  Inasmuch  as  the  want  of  funds  would  have  prevented  any 
action  in  the  premises,  this  important  matter  is  referred  to  our  suc- 
cessors in  office  under  your  former  resolution :  "  to  report  to  a  called 
meeting  of  the  Association  any  plans  that  they  may  deem  advisable." 
The  experience  of  the  past  year  has  fully  confirmed  the  views  hereto- 
fore expressed  in  reference  to  the  importance  of  a  building  substan- 
tially fire-proof,  the  burning  of  an  adjacent  building  having  at  one 
time  placed  in  jeopardy  the  entire  property  of  the  Association. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

The  records  for  the  past  year  show  the  following  new  members,  viz. : 

Life  Members 21 

Proprietors 04 

Clerks 320 

Beneficiaries 697 

1,132 

We  have  lost  by  death,  removal,  or  withdrawal,  as  follows : 

Life  Members 6 

Proprietors 58 

Clerks 222 

Beneficiaries 550 

836 

Leaving  a  net  gain  of. 296 

Our  total  membership  sums  up  as  follows  : 

Honorary  Members 17 

Life  Members 497 

Proprietors 630 

Clerks.... 1,106 

Beneficiaries 1,255 

Total 8,605 
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It  is  noticeable  that  the  chief  gain  is  in  beneficiaries,  which  list 
comprises  the  lady  readers  and  visitors,  whose  interest  in  our  Library, 
it  is  gratifying  to  state,  is  well  sustained.  The  list  of  proprietors 
shows  but  a  small  gain,  which  is  greatly  to  be  regretted,  comprising 
as  it  does,  the  merchants  of  the  city,  upon  whose  interest  much  of 
our  success  depends. 

BOOKS. 

It  has  been  our  constant  aim  not  only  to  supply  our  shelves  with 
the  current  and  popular  literature  of  the  day,  but  also  to  lay  before 
the  reading  public  books  of  value  in  every  department  of  science,  and 
such  as  can  not  generally  be  looked  for  in  private  libraries.  Among 
those  acquired  during  the  past  year  we  would  mention  the  following 
works  on  architecture  and  other  subjects : 

Twelve  vols.  Encyclopedic  d' Architecture ;  twenty-three  vols. 
Ravue  Generate  de  1' Architecture ;  three  vols.  Elifices  de  Moderne 
Rome ;  eight  vols.  Dictionnaire  Raisonne  de  1' Architecture ;  three 
vols.  Architecture  Hotel,  Maison,  et  Villa ;  two  vols.  Monographic 
dii  Palais  de  Foutainbleau ;  one  vol.  Monographic  de3  Halles  Cen- 
trales de  Paris  ;  one  vol.  Texier's  Byzantine  Architecture. 

Illustrated  works — Hume's  History  of  England. 

Folio  edition  of  Dante's  Vision  of  Hell ;  illustrated  by  Gustave  Dore. 

Milton's  Paradise  Lost ;  illustrated  by  Gustave  Dore. 

Don  Quixote  ;  illustrated  by  Gustave  Dore. 

The  Legend  of  the  Wandering  Jew ;  illustrated  by  Gustave  Dore. 

Low's  Domestic  Animals  of  the  British  Islands. 

LIBRARY   AND    READING   ROOM. 

The  large  library  room  was  closed  from  October  14  to  October  23, 
for  the  purpose  of  counting  the  volumes  and  making  a  complete 
examination  of  the  property  of  the  Association.  During  this  time 
the  books  were  all  removed  from  the  cases  and  arranged  anew,  and  a 
full  inventory  made.  The  examination  showed  the  following  results 
for  the  past  two  years  : 

Lost  or  stolen 88  vols. 

Worn  out  and  useless , 158    " 

Lost  and  paid  for 49    " 

The  new  reading-room  was  kept  open  during  the  examination,  giv- 
ing  the  readers  the  constant  use  of  the  magazines  and  newspapers. 
In  this  connection  we  would  mention  that  the  expectations  in  regard 
to  the  advantages  of  the  additional  reading-room  have  been  fully  con- 


14 

firmed,  as  is  shown  by  the  full  and  regular  attendance  of  members. 
Experience  also  shows  that  this  room  is  located  and  arranged  so  as  to 
be  peculiarly  adapted  for  quiet  and  retired  reading. 

THE   CHESS   ROOM. 

At  the  suggestion  of  many  members,  an  opportunity  was  given  in 
the  month  of  September  to  add  a  chess  room  to  the  Library,  and  by 
the  activity  and  energy  of  those  most  interested  in  the  movement, 
sufficient  funds  were  collected  through  new  memberships  and  subscrip- 
tions to  fit  up  in  an  appropriate  manner,  and  provide  with  six  tables, 
the  room  formerly  known  as  the  ante-chamber  of  the  small  hall.  The 
high  appreciation  of  this  new  feature  of  the  Library  is  shown  by  the 
large  and  regular  attendance  at  the  room,  and  our  experience  shows 
that  the  quiet  study  of  the  game  of  chess  is  a  kindred  taste  to  that 
which  finds  recreation  and  pleasure  in  our  literature. 

a 

LECTURES. 

The  Board  have  not  been  unmindful  of  their  duty  to  the  community 
and  the  Association  in  regard  to  providing  the  usual  course  of  lectures, 
but  it  has  been  found  so  difficult  to  cater  to  the  public  taste,  and  save 
loss  to  our  treasury,  that  the  committee  made  no  engagements  for  the 
present  season.  Every  effort  has  been  made  to  secure  a  visit  from  Mr. 
Chas.  Dickens,  but,  as  yet,  without  success.  It  is  hoped  that  some 
plan  may  be  devised  to  secure  a  system  of  lectures — of  benefit  to  the 
public — which  will  at  least  be  patronized  to  an  extent  which  will  save 
loss  to  the  Association. 

FINE  ARTS. 

In  the  department  of  the  fine  arts  we  have  no  additions  to  report, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  we  have,  with  regret,  parted  with  the  four  pic- 
tures by  Bingham,  which  so  long  adorned  our  rooms  by  the  kindness  of 
their  owner,  Mr.  John  How.  The  beautiful  statuette  of  "  Puck"  has 
also  been  recalled  by  Mrs.  P.  M.  McCreery,  who  is  entitled  to  our 
thanks  for  the  time  it  has  been  in  our  keeping.  This  department  is 
under  present  circumstances  entirely  dependent  upon  donations,  and 
we  regret  that  we  have  none  to  report  to  fill  the  place  of  those  we 
have  lost. 

At  your  last  annual  meeting  a  resolution  was  adopted  recommend- 
ing that  photographic  likenesses  of  the  ex-Presidents  of  the  Associa- 
tion be  procured ;  and  after  the  organization  of  the  Board  the  subject 
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was  referred  to  a  committee,  from  whose  report  the  following  extract 
is  made  for  your  information : 

"  The  committee,  through  its  chairman,  Mr.  W.  H.  Thomson,  took 
prompt  measures  to  carry  into  effect  the  wishes  of  the  Association. 
Different  plans  were  presented,  and  several  artists  consulted  on  the 
subject,  but  in  view  of  the  large  outlay  required  to  consummate  the 
work  in  a  manner  creditable  to  all  concerned,  and  looking  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  Association,  we  decided  that,  just  now,  the  expenditure 
could  not  be  made.  In  this  connection,  we  are  enabled  to  make 
honorable  mention  of  Mr.  Conrad  Roeder,  an  artist,  who,  without  sug- 
gestion from  us',  but  entirely  at  his  own  risk  of  our  acceptance  of  his 
work,  voluntarily  proposed  and  did  give  us  a  sample  of  his  skill  in  the 
copied  likeness  of  our  acting  President,  which  hangs  temporarily  in 
the  new  reading  room." 

FINANCE. 

The  Treasurer's  report  has  shown  you  that  our  finances  are  not  in  a 
favorable  condition,  and  it  is  proper  to  make  the  following  explana- 
tion : 

1st.  The  large  expenditures  of  the  previous  year  in  repairing  and 
improving  the  Hall  Building  fell,  in  part,  upon  this  administration. 

2d.  The  income  from  the  Grand  Hall  has  been  very  light  this 
season — less  than  one-half  the  average  receipts  of  the  past  years. 

3d.  There  is  an  entire  loss  of  income  from  the  Small  Hail  since  its 
conversion  into  a  reading  room.  It  had  been  hoped  to  offset  these 
deficiencies  by  largely  increasing  our  members,  but  in  this  respect  our 
efforts  have  shown  but  moderate  results,  owing  mainly  to  the  unpro- 
pitious  character  of  the  times.  Under  the  circumstances,  the  indebted- 
ness bequeathed  to  our  successors,  however  much  to  be  regretted,  is 
felt  to  be  unavoidable. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The  last  annual  report  erroneously  announced  that  the  incumbent 
of  the  "  Wayman  Crow  "  scholarship  of  the  Washington  University 
would  graduate  the  past  session  instead  of  the  present.  The  incoming 
Board  will  select  a  successor  from  names  which  may  be  brought  before 
them. 

The  Library  and  other  property  of  the  Association  is  insured  for 
the  sum  of  $75,400. 

The  increase  of  revenue,  for  the  past  year,  from  memberships,  is 
$2,274 ;  net  gain  in  property  is  $4,513  10 ;  total  value  of  property 
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December  31,  1867,  was  $157,909  18 ;  there  is  a  decrease  in  rents  of 
ball  and  stores  of  $5,439  43. 

The  Library  has  been  used  during  the  past  year  by  5,775  readers. 
The  number  of  books  drawn  in  the  room  is  12,991  volumes ;  and  there 
have  been  88,247  volumes  issued  to  members.  The  increase  of  books 
in  the  Library  is  1,900  volumes,  making  the  whole  number  now  in  our 
possession  28,506  volumes. 

Under  the  new  Constitution  of  the  State  the  property  of  the  Associ- 
ation has  been  heavily  assessed  for  taxes,  but  as  our  charter  guarantees 
freedom  from  taxes,  we  have  joined  similar  institutions  in  the  employ- 
ment of  able  counsel,  and  have  successfully  resisted  the  claim  before 
the  Circuit  Court.- 

It  is  not  in  compliance  with  mere  conventional  rule  that  we  desire  to 
accord  to  your  Librarian,  Mr.  John  N.  Dyer,  the  thanks  of  every 
member  of  the  Board  for  his  devotion  to  the  best  interests  of  this  As- 
sociation, and  for  his  activity,  energy,  and  tact  in  the  discharge  of  the 
difficult  duties  connected  with  its  care  and  management.  The  Board 
also  bear  testimony  to  the  prompt  discharge  of  duty  and  courteous 
deportment  of  Mr.  W.  H.  H.  Anderson,  Assistant  Librarian ;  and  also 
to  the  constant  and  willing  efforts  of  Assistant  Librarians  E.  H.  Larkin 
and  Chas.  H.  Yeatman,  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  Library. 

FUTURE  PROSPECTS. 

Before  closing  this  report  we  would  wish  to  make  more  particular 
reference  to  our  future  prospects. 

It  is  known  to  all  of  you  here,  some  of  whom  were  among  the 
founders  of  this  institution,  that  from  its  very  beginning,  its  benefits 
and  advantages  have  been  open  to  all  who  might  choose  to  use  them. 
But  our  Constitution  placed  especially  upon  those  "  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile pursuits  "  the  care  and  responsibility  of  its  management.  Upon 
you,  the  merchants  and  clerks  of  St.  Louis,  this  responsibility  still 
rests  ;  and  how  has  it  been  discharged  ?  Let  our  records  answer,  that 
of  all  the  vast  numbers  of  those  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  but 
about  2,200  are  on  our  books  as  members.  And  yet  can  any  one 
doubt  the  importance  of  an  institution  whose  aim  it  is  to  foster  and 
encourage  among  us  the  progress  of  literature  and  of  art?  What 
merchant  is  there  who  can  withhold  his  aid  in  providing  for  the  young 
of  our  city,  and  for  the  stranger,  this  place  of  resort  for  reading  and 
mental  improvement  ?  What  clerk  but  that  can  spare  each  year  the 
moderate  cost  which  places  within  his  reach  30,000  volumes,  with  all 
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the  comforts  and  conveniences  for  reading  and  study  which  are  found 
here?  We  appeal  to  you,  merchants  and  clerks,  for  your  aid  in 
advancing  the  claims  of  this  Association  upon  the  public.  We  feel  that 
it  has  a  claim  upon  all  of  you,  not  only  for  your  own  membership  but 
also  for  your  efforts  in  bringing  others  in,  as  well  as  procuring  liberal 
and  generous  donations  from  our  citizens,  who  will  surely  give  their 
aid  freely  if  our  wants  are  properly  understood. 

Upon  you  it  mainly  depends  whether  this  Association  shall  be  able 
to  carry  out  the  full  purpose  for  which  it  was  founded,  and  has  thus 
far  been  sustained,  and  which,  can  only  be  accomplished  by  increasing 
in  influence  and  members  from  year  to  year.  We  bid  all  welcome,  of 
whatever  calling  or  profession,  but  upon  3rou  is  especially  laid  the 
responsibility  of  this  work — begun  nearly  a  generation  since,  and  we 
trust  to  be  continued,  with  increasing  influence  for  good,  for  many 
generations  to  come. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  on  behalf  of  the  Board. 

Geo.  R.  Robinson, 

President. 


LIST  OF  DONORS  DURING  THE  YEAR  1867. 


BOOKS. 


Anderson,  Wm.  H.  H. 
Barnes,  A.  S. 
Barney,  Chas.  G. 
Bateman,  Newton 
Beach,  John  H. 
Blow,  Hon.  Henry  T. 
Boston  Boabd  of  Trade. 
Cleoo,  Samuel 
Collet,  O.  W. 
Dill,  John  G. 
Dillon,  John  A. 
Diyoll,  Ira 
Dowlino,  W.  J. 
Drake,  Hon.  Chas.  D. 
Edwards,  Richard 
Foster,  E.  S. 

Freeman,  Mrs.  Theresa  J. 
Henderson,  Hon.  John  B. 
Hickcox,  John  H. 
Homer,  T.  J. 
Johnson,  Daniel 
Kribben,  Mrs.  Emma 


Lorino,  James  M. 

Lowe,  Mrs.  Ed  win  a  Dean 

McEee  &  Fishback. 

Massot,  Eugene  L. 

Millan,  James,  Jr. 

Morgan,  George  H. 

morgens,  gustayus 

Moses,  Miss  Mary 

Morse,  L.  D. 

Peterson,  Alex.,  Jr. 

Potter,  J.  D. 

Bohrer,  Louis 

Schuyler,  Rev.  Montgomery 

Servant,  Col.  R.  B. 

Smith,  Robert  N. 

Smithsonian  Institute. 

State  of  Missouri. 

Tafel,  Prof.  R.  L. 

Tschudi,  Capt.  J.  II. 

United  States  Government. 

United  States  Navy  Department. 

United  States  Sanitary  Commission. 


pamphlets. 

Board  of  Trade,  Boston.  Mercantile  Library  Association,  Sun 

Board  of  Missions  of  the   Protestant  Francisco. 

Episcopal  Church  in  the  U.  S.  Merchants'  Exchange,  Cincinnati. 

Clemens,  James  B.  Merchants1  Exchange,  St.  Louis. 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  New  Lacroix,  Henry 

York  city.  Philadelphia  Library  Company. 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  Cin-  Richards,  T.  T. 

cinnati.  Studley,  R.  P.  &  Co. 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  Brook- 
lyn, K  Y. 

COINS. 


Beach,  John  H. 
Clemens,  James  B. 
Franciscus,  James  M. 


Martenstein,  P. 

Millan,  James 

Post,  Judson  S.,  U.  S.  N. 
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COMPLETE  SET  U.  S.  FRACTIONAL  CURRENCY. 

Btmkl,  Stewart;,  Jr. 

POSTAGE     STAMPS. 

Chouteau,  Abut  A..  Post,  Judson  S.,  U.  S.  N. 

AUTOGRAPHS. 

«Qol.  33IO&'T.  GANTT,  an  autograph  letter— seven  pages— of  Gen.  Andrew 
JaChwii,  io  CL  W.  Campbell,  U.  8.  Minister  at  Russia,  dated  October  5th,  1818r 
giving*  detailed  account  of  his  capture  of  Pensacola. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


Mercantile  Library, 
St.  Louis,  January  14,  1868. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report, 
showing  the  receipts  and  expenditures  during  the  past  year,  and  the 
present  financial  condition  of  the  Association,  viz: 

Exhibit  "A"  —  Cash  Account. 

Exhibit  "B"  —  Balance  Sheet. 

Exhibit  "C"  —  Profit  and  Loss  Account. 


"A"-CASH ACCOUNT. 


1867.  RKOKIPTH. 

Jan.  1.  To  Balance  as  per  last  Annual 

Report $      06  39 

l)oo.  31.  To  Memberships— 

Initiation  Foes..  .$1,026  00 

Proprietors 3,100  00 

Clerk* 3,181  00 

Beneficiaries 0,100  00 

Lite  Memberships     410  00 

1E942  00 

To  Hall  lieceipts  — 

Grand  Hall 0,320  00 

HmallHall 70  00 

Ante  Rooms 048  00 

Stores 8,024  80 

14,073  30 
To  Fines  for  damago  and  de- 
tention of  books 020  70 

Catalogues  sold 22  00 

Books  lost  and  paid  for  . . .         36  40 

l/ooturo  receipts 07  00 

<  )ld  Newsnai>ers  sold 0  00 

Benches  from  ginall  Hall 

sold 400  00 

Old  Book  case  sold 16  60 

Insuranco    Premium    re- 
turned   41  20 

Bills  payablo 11,700  00 

John  >.  Dyer,  money  ad- 
vanced      1,418  08 

$41,924  77 


1867.  KXPENDITUliRg. 

Dec.  31.  By  Advertising $  434  00 

Books 4,070  00 

Bills  payablo 4310  87 

Binding 1.000  00 

Blank  Books 120  00 

Fine  Arts 90  00 

Furniture 4,322  98 

Fuel 038  31 

Hall  expenses 3,644  67 

Hall  repairs 3,830  04 

Interest  737  32 

Insuranco 041  20 

Librarians 6,114  60 

Lights 3,331  40 

Lectures 317  09 

Mercantile  Library  Hall 

Company 3,680  00 

Morcantilo  Library  Hall 

Company's  Stock. ....  400  00 

Newspapers 408  80 

Postage 72  00 

Periodicals 943  04 

Printing 769  00 

Stationery 446  00 

Transportation   209  67 

Profit  and  Loss 287  02 

John  N.  Dyer,  money  ad- 
vanced 1866 1,100  01 

Balance,  Cash  on  hand. .  28  30 


$41,924  77 
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B"— BALANCE    SHEET. 


1867.  DEBIT. 

Deo.  81. 

To  Books  purchased $  48,688  08 

Books  donated «. 12,664  70 

Cash 28  80 

Catalogues 196  50 

Fine  Arte.. 20,861  15 

Furniture 11,085  26 

Mercantile  Libr'y  Hall 

Co.'s  stock.- 75,510  00 

Periodicals 1,404  64 

Stage  scenery 970  00 

John  R.  Drew- 279  18 

$171,027  76 


1867.  CREDIT. 

Dec.  81. 

By  Stock  accouut $157,909  18 

Bills  payable 11,700  00 

John  N.  Dyer 1,418  68 


$171,027  76 


«t 


C"  — PROFIT    AND    LOSS    ACCOUNT. 


1867.  DEBIT. 

Deo.  81. 

To  Advertising $  484  90 

Binding 978  65 

Fuel 538  31 

Hall  repairs 3,885  04 

Insurance 600  00 

Interest 787  32 

Lectures 220  09 

Librarians 6,114  65 

Lights 8,831  40 

Newspapers 475  53 

Postage 72  56 

Printing 769  00 

Stationery 446  00 

Transportation 269  67 

Blank  books 120  00 

Sundry  petty  expenses....  287  52 
Stock  account  net  gain 

this  year 4,613  10 

$23,628  73 


1867.  CREDIT. 

Dec.  81. 

By  Initiation  fees $  1,026  00 

Life  membership 1,900  00 

Proprietors 3,159  00 

Clerks 3,181  00 

Beneficiaries 5,216  00 

Fines 520  75 

Halls  and  stores 7,738  63 

Books  donated 687  35 

Mercantile  Library  Hall 

Co.  stock  donated 20  00 

Mercantile  Library  Hall 

Co.  stock  purchased...  180  00 


$23,628  73 


Wm.  IT.  Thomson, 

Treasurer. 


SEVENTEENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 


The  Seventeenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Stockholders  of  the  Mer- 
cantile Library  Hall  company  was  held  at  the  Rooms  of  the  Mercantile 
Library  Association,  on  Monday  evening,  20th  January,  1868. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Secretary,  S.  A.  Ranlett, 
on  whose  motion  J.  B.  S.  Lemoine  was  appointed  Chairman.  On 
motion  of  S.  A.  Ranlett,  LaFayette  Wilson  was  elected  Secretary. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer,  S.  A.  Ranlett,  was  presented,  and, 
on  motion  of  C.  R.  Stinde,  accepted. 

On  motion  of  C.  R.  Stixde,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer's  Report  and  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be 
furnished  the  Library  Association  for  publication  with  its  Annual  Report,  and 
that  the  proceedings  be  also  published  in  the  daily  papers. 

On  motion  of  Jno.  T.  Douglass  it  was  ordered  that  the  election  be 
now  held  for  nine  Directors  of  the  Hall  company,  for  the  ensuing  year. 
On  motion  the  meeting  adjourned. 

J.  B.  S.  Lemoine,  Chairman. 
Lafayette  Wilson,  Secretary. 


Mercantile    Library    Hall, 

St.  Louis,  January  20, 1868. 
To  the  Stockliolders  oftlie  St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company: 

We,  the  undersigned  Inspectors,  appointed  in  conformity  to  the  Constitution 
of  your  Company,  to  superintend  an  election  for  Directors  to  serve  during  the 
year  1868,  do  certify  that  the  election  has  been  held  pursuant  to  a  notice  given 
in  the  public  prints,  between  the  hours  of  7  and  8  o'clock  p.  m.  of  this  day,  and 
that  the  following  named  nine  Directors  were  unanimously  elected  : 

James  E.  Yeatman,  C.  B.  Stinde, 

Wayman  Crow,  J.  B.  S.  Lemoine, 

Hudson  E.  Bridge,  John  T.  Douglass, 

S.  A.  Ranlett,  Edward  A.  Filley. 


Edward  Brooks, 


THOMAS  RANKEN,  Jr.,)  In8t)eetors  of 
JOHN  T.  DOUGLASS,       l^sp^etorsof 

D.  B.  GALE,  j     £tectton- 
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S.  W.  COBNER  FIFTH  AND  10CUST  STS. 


% 


TERMS  OP  MEMBERSHIP. 


Any  person  engaged  in  mercantile  purenltB,  as  u  PROl'IUETOR, 
may  become  an  aelh-e  member,  by  paying  an  initiation  fee  of  FIVE 
DOLLARS,  and  an  annual  subscription,  payable  in  advance,  of  FIVE 
DOLLARS. 

Any  person  similarly  engaged,  as  ft  CLERK)  may  become  an  activt 
member,  by  paying  an  initiation  fee  of  TWO  DOLLARS,  ami  an  annual  I 
subscription  of  THREE  DOLLAIiS. 

Any  person  not  engaged  in  mercantile  parentis,  including  ladies, 
students  and  others,  may  become  BENEFICtlABY  MEMBERS  by 
paying  FIVE  DOLLARS  annually  in  advance. 

Life  MeubebsBut  One  Hi ndrkh  Dollars. 

X.  B. — Slock  of  Hall  Company  received  at  par  for  subscriptions. 


THE   LIBRARY 


Sow  contains  TWENTT-SESE  THOUSAND  VOLUMES,  to  which 
all  new  works  of  general  interest  arc  added  promptly,  and  in  numbers 
proportionate  to  the  demand. 


THE  READING  ROOM 


Is  regularly  supplied  with  all  the  principal  newspapers  and  magazines,  ; 
domestic  and  foreign,  and  is  open  from  10  o'clock  A.  M.  lo  10  o'clock  \ 


^•TWELVE  HOUBS  EVERY  BAT.1 


BEPOBT 
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1  ON 


EIGHTEENTH 


ANNUAL    REPORT 


or   iHi 


BOARD    OF   DIRECTORS 


or   iHi 


t  pouis  ||crcautilc  pibratg 


ASSOCIATION. 


JAHUABT  IS,  1864. 


ST.    LOUIS:      • 

GIOBOB  KNAPP  *  CO.,  PBIKTXB8  AHD 

1864. 


OFFICEBS  OP  THE  ASSOCIATION  FOR  1864. 


President. 
CHABLES    MILLER. 

Vice  President. 
HENRY    SENTEB. 

Secretaries. 
Corresponding,  Recording, 

LAFATETTE    WILSON,  |        JAMES    G.    CATLIN. 

Treasurer. 
JOHN    E.    TOBE. 


Directors. 


JOHN    B.    LIONBERGBB, 
JOHN    WHITTAKEB, 
J.    M.    HANSON, 


SAMUEL    M.    DODD, 
WALLACE    DELAFIELD, 
WM.    H.    H.    PETTUS. 


Actuary  and  Librarian. 
JOHN  N.  DTEB. 

Assistant  Librarians. 
First,  Second, 

JNO.    J.    BAILEY.  |        WM.   B.  H.  ANDEBSON. 

Third, 
RUFUS    LEONOBI. 

Janitor. 
GEOBGE    HOBS. 


COMMITTEES   FOR   1864. 


'Ways  and  Means. 

HENRY    SENTER,  |        J.    M.    HANSON, 

JOHN    B.    LIONBERGER. 

Library  and  Beading  Boom. 

SAMUEL  M.  DODD,        |    LAFAYETTE  WILSON, 

WM.  H.  H.  PETTUS. 

Books  and  Donations. 


JOHN    B.    LIONBERGER, 
JOHN    WHITTAKER, 


JAS.    G.    CATLIN, 
J.    M.    HANSON, 


WALLACE    DELAFIELD. 

Lectures. 

JOHN    E.    YORE,  |        JOHN    B.    LIONBERGER, 

JAS.    G.    CATLIN. 

Hall  and  Building. 

CHARLES    MILLER,  |        HENBY    SENTER, 

LAFAYETTE    WILSON. 


PRESIDENTS  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION 


FROM  ITS   ORGANIZATION. 


1846-7 JAMES  E.  YEATMAN. 

1848-9 * • ALFRED  VINTON. 

1850-1 • H.  E.  BRIDGE. 

1852 HENRY  D.  BACON. 

1853 J.  H.  ALEXANDER. 

1854-5 ' ••••vJ.  T.  DOUGLASS. 

1856 W.  M.  MORRISON. 

1857 ••  ••••JOHN  W.  LUKE. 

1858  ••••••  ••••••  ••>••••  •-•••••  «••••  m.  v.  l.  McClelland. 

1859—60******  •••»••  ».♦►  •  •»•*••  •  •  J.  B.  d,  LEM.01NE. 

1861 .....ALFRED  CARR. 

1862-63 JOHN  H.  BEACH. 


BOARDS    0 


1846. 
1847. 
1848. 
1849. 
1850. 
1861. 

1862. 
1858. 
1854. 
1855. 
1856. 

1857. 

1858. 
1859. 
1860. 
1861. 
1862. 
1868. 


PRESIDENT. 


Jas.  E.  Yeatman  . 


Jas.  E.  Yeatman  •  •  • 


YICE-PEXBIDElfT. 


Alfred  Vintoni. 


Alfred  Vinton 


H.  E.  Bridge 


H.  E.  Bridge 


....*• 


Henry  D.  Bacon 


J.  H.  Alexander  •  • 


J.  T. Douglass  •  •• 


J.  T.  Douglass  •••• 


W.  M.  Morrison*  •• 


John  W.  Luke*** 


M.V.L.  McClelland 


J.  B.  S.  Lemoine  • 


J.  B.  S.  Lemoine  •  • 


L.  M.  Kennett  •••• 


Alfred  Vinton 


W.  M.  Morrison*  •• 


H.  E.  Bridge 


Edmund  Bacon  •  • 


TRBASUBXB. 


B.  K.  Woods 


B.  M.  Benick  •••• 


William  H.  Bice* ••  John  Halsall 


EEC.  8BCKBTAKT. 


J.  A.  Dougherty  • 


B.  W.  Ayres 


William  H.  Bice* - 


S.  C.  Stewart 


C.  R.  Stinde J.  Wilmer  Stith 

J.  H.  Alexander  ••• 


J.  H.  Alexander 


. . . 


J.  T.Douglass  •••• 


B.  M.  Benick 


M.V.L.  McClelland 


Alexis  Mudd  •••••« 
John  W.Luke*  •• 


L.H.  Terry 


Alfred  Carr 


John  H.  Beach 


John  H.  Beach 


J.  B.  S.  Lemoine  •  • 


B.  H.  Davis* 


B.  H.  Davis 


C.  W.  Marsh 


J.  Wilmer  Stith  * 


W.  E.  Sell 


Thomas  Brown 


Thomas  Brown  •  •  •  • 


Edward  P.  Curtis  • 


Edward  P.  Curtis  •  • 
H.  A.  Conant*  •••• 


Geo.  H.Loker*«**« 


Samuel  Copp,  Jr. 


W.  P.  Cowles 


C.  B.  Stinde 


J.  A.  Allen 


Theo.  Clark. 
W.E.  Sell* 


A.  Fierce 


Jas.  B.  Larkin****  • 
C.  L.  Rogers • 


J.  D.  Taylor 


L.  C.  Billon  • 


S.  H.  Laflin 


B.  M.  Bunyan  •••• 


Charles  Miller- 


Charles  Miller* 


John  E.  Yore 


John  E.  Yore 


C.  W.  Marsh 


John  W.  Clark 


Archie  Robinson  •  • 


Archie  Robinson  •  •  •  • 
H.  C.  Marston* 
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DIRE  CTORS. 
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John  C.  Tevis,  W.  M.  Morrison,  Peter  Powell,  George  K.  Budd, 
Alex.  Peterson,  Robert  Barth,  Joseph  F.  Franklin. 

Jno.  H.  Simpson,  Wm.  M.  Morrison,  R.  D.  Van  Nostrand,  C. 
Enness,  Jno.  Keyes,  John  Halsall,  J.  Elliott,  Jr.,  J.  C.  Cabot.* 

A,  Osgood,  R.  M.  V.  Kercheval,  G.  R.  Robinson,  J.  Morrisse, 
S.  N.  Kellogg,  J.  T.  ChappeU,  O.  W.  Child. 

L.  C.  Clark,  R.  M.  V.  Kercheval,  C.  Haywood,  R.  C.  McAllis- 
ter, J.  Sharp,  C.  B.  Burnham,  C.  R.  Stinde. 

R.  H.  Davis,  R.  D.  Van  Nostrand,  J.  A.  Allen,  R.  C.  McAllis- 
ter, J.  Tilden,  Jere.  C  Reynolds,  C.  Haywood. 

J.  H.  Alexander,  R.  C.  McAllister,  J.  H.  Avery,  C.  G.  Helfen- 
stein,  J.  Tilden,  R.  N.  Nisbet ,*  R.  D.  Van  Nostrand,  J.  T. 
Douglass,*  M.  V.  L.  McClelland. 

J.  T.  Douglass,  J.  O'Neil,  C.  E.  King,  W.  E.  Sell,  J.  H.  Avery, 
C.  Enslin,  Solon  Humphreys,  H.  W.  Birge.# 

Solon  Humphreys,  R.  D.  Van  Nostrand,  J.  J.  Cartledge,  John 
Goodin,  C.  E.  King,  W.  H.  Gilman,  H.  W.  Birge. 

John  Goodin,  A.  Pearce,  J.  J.  Cartledge,  J.  Smith,  Jr.,  G.  P. 
Doan,  R.  B.  Whittemore,  H.  W.  Birge,  C.  M.  McClung.* 

J.  R.  Larkin,  G.  P.  Doan,  J.  Smith,  Jr.,  C.  M.  McClung,  G. 
Collier,  A.  M.  Waterman,  J.  H.  McCulloch. 

L.  H.  Terry,  J.  0.  Alter,  J.  W.  Stith,  C.  E.  King,  J.  W.  Luke, 
A.  H.  Smith,    G.  R.  Baker,  W.  D.  W.  Barnard,*  J.  B.  S. 

Lemoine.* 

J.  B.  S.  Lemoine,  J.  D.  Taylor,  J.  Christopher,  W.  F.  Roever, 
A.  H.  Smith,  C.  F.  Vanderford,  Aug.  Knight,  S.  R.  Clarke,* 
A.  O.  Grubb.* 

J.  Christopher,  J.  A.  Brownlee,  R.  H.  Davis,  F.  R.  Alexander, 
S.  R.  Clarke,  Sol.  Scott,  Jr.,  G.  W.  Tracy,  L.  Kingsland.* 

Calvin  W.  Marsh,  John  H.  Siegrist,  Sol.  Scott,  Jr.,  J.  V.  W. 
Dutcher,  F.  R.  Alexander,  W.  C.  Buchanan,  L.  Kingsland. 

George  D.  Hall,  Jno.  H.  Siegrist,  John  D.  Lapsley,  C.  W.  Marsh, 
Colton  Greene,  C.  C.  Ferguson,  John  H.  Beach. 

John  H.  Beach,  George  D.  Hall,  W.  A.  Moffett,*  J.  R.  Evans, 
Daniel  Gilchrist,  O.  B.  Filley,  C.  W.  Keiser,  H.  C.  Marston, 
John  E.  Yore.* 

W.  A.  Moffett,  Jas.  S.  Wilgus,  Henry  Senter,  O.  B.  Filley,  G. 
W.  Parker,  J.  M.  Hanson,  John  R.  Lionberger. 

Henry  Senter,  John  R.  Lionberger,  John  Whittaker,  S.  W.  Bar- 
ber, Samuel  M.  Dodd,*  J.  M.  Hanson,  Geo.  W.  Parker,  0.  B. 
Filley,  John  H.  Siegrist.* 


LIBRARIAN. 


Josiah  Dent. 
William  Allen. 
William  P.  Curtis. 
William  P.  Curtis. 
William  P.  Curtis. 
William  P.  Curtis. 

William  P.  Curtis. 
William  P.  Curtis. 
William  P.  Curtis. 
William  P.  Curtis. 
William  P.  Curtis. 

William  P.  Curtis. 

William  P.  Curtis. 
Ed.  W.  Johnston. 
Ed.  W.  Johnston. 
Ed.  W.  Johnston. 
John  N.  Dyer. 
John  N.  Dyer. 


were  elected  by  the  Bo  ard  to  fill  the  vacancies. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


or   f hi 


EIGHTEENTH   ANNUAL   MEETING 


OF    TH1 


St  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Association, 


JJLNTJJLEIY    IStli,    1864. 


Booms  Mercantile  Library  Association,  ) 
St.  Louis,  January  12,  1864.     J 

At  the  eighteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  St.  Louis  Mercantile 
Library  Association,  held  in  the  small  hall  of  the  Library  Build- 
ing, on  the  evening  of  January  12,  1864,  the  meeting  was  called 
to  order  by  John  H.  Beach,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Association, 
on  whose  motion  M.  Y.  L.  McClelland,  Esq.,  was  called  to  the 
chair,  and  Edward  P.  Curtis  and  Archy  Kobinson  were  appointed 
Secretaries. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting  were  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer,  John  E.  Tore,  Esq.,  was  then 
read,  and,  on  motion,  accepted  and  adopted. 

The  following  report  was  then  made  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means : 

"  St.  Louis,  January  9,  1864. 

"The  undersigned,  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  the  St. 
Louis  Mercantile  Library  Association,  have  examined  the  Treas- 
urer's accounts  and  find  them  correct,  and  that  he  has  proper 
vouchers  for  all  expenditures. 

"J.  M.  Hanson,  Acting  Chairman" 

The  President  of  the  Association,  John  H.  Beach,  Esq.,  then 
submitted  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  which,  on  motion, 
was  accepted  and  adopted. 


10 

Wm.  A.  Moffett,  Esq.,  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was,  on  motion,  unanimously  adopted : 

"Resolved^  That  the  Keport  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  read 
this  evening,  is  a  very  gratifying  exhibit  of  the  success  of  this 
Association  during  the  past  year,  under  the  management  of  Mr. 
John  H.  Beach  and  his  associates  in  the  Board,  and  that  the 
thanks  of  the  Association  are  deservedly  due,  and  are  hereby 
tendered  to  them,  for  the  faithful  performance  of  their  duties." 

John  E.  Triplett,  Esq.,  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted : 

"Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  are  hereby  instructed 
to  have  one  thousand  copies  of  the  reports  of  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors, Treasurer,  and  Auditing  Committee,  together  with  the 
forthcoming  annual  report  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Com- 
pany, printed  in  pamphlet  form,  for  gratuitous  distribution." 

On  motion  of  E.  Wilkinson,  Esq.,  it  was 

"Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be 
furnished  the  city  papers  for  publication/' 

On  motion  of  S.  A.  Banlett,  Esq.,  the  meeting  adjourned. 

M.  V.  L.  McCLELLAND,  Chairman. 

Abchy  Eobinson,     }  „ 
Edward  P.  Cubtis,  i  Secretane,. 


TREASURER'S   REPORT. 


Rooms  Mercantile  Libbary  Association,  ) 
St.  Louis,  January  12,  1864.     J 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  state- 
ment showing  the  receipts  and  expenditures  during  the  year 
ending  December  31, 1863,  and  the  present  financial  condition  of 
your  Association,  viz : 

Exhibit  "A" — Cash  Account. 
Exhibit  "B" — Balance  Account. 
Exhibit  "C" — Profit  and  Loss  Account. 


"A"— CASH  ACCOUNT. 


1863.  Keceipts. 

To  balance  from  last  report,    $  295  60 

To  Memberships— 
Initiation  fees*  •$   299  00 

Proprietors 1,989  60 

Clerks 1,942  60 

Beneficiaries ••••  2,883  50 
Life  members  •  •     150  00 


6,764  50 


lb  Hall  Receipts— 
Bents  from  stores, 
halls,  &c.  •  •  •  •  $10,485  20 


"  Fines 

"  Catalogues  sold 
"  Lectures  .*..... 

"  Lost  books 

"  Profit  and  loss* 
"  Bills  receivable 


10,485  20 

378  25 

55  00 

2,476  70 

49  80 

3  00 

100  00 


$20,608  05 


1863.        Expenditures. 

By  Advertising 

"  Binding 

"  Books 

"  Blank  books  ...... .... . 

"  Bills  payable 

"Furniture •••• 

"  Fine  arts 

"  Fuel 

"  Hall 

"  Interest,   premium   and 

exchange  ••••  •••• 

"  Insurance 

"  Librarians*  •••••• 

"  Lights > 

"  Lectures  ••••  ••*••    

"  Mercantile  Library  Hall 

Company...... » ...... 

"  Mercantile  Library  Hall 

Co.  stock •  ••• 

"  Newspapers  •••  • 

"  Postage • 

"  Periodicals 

"  Printing •••*•• 

"  Profit  and  loss 

"  Stationery 

"  Transportation 

"  Balance  to  new 

account,  gold  *  $625  00 
U.  S.  Treasury 

notes 437  39 


$      61  65 

454  30 

1,806  64 

33  00 

1,890  00 

732  01 

6  50 
188  28 

2,389  09 

890  00 

848  76 

8,154  48 

1,875  85 

1,484  40 

4,622  75 

26  00 
247  52 

44  81 
488  48 
814  50 

26  00 
104  55 

7  25 


<« 


1,062  89 


$20,606  05 
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«B"— BALANCE  SHEET. 


1863.  DEBIT. 

To  Books »  $29,194  46 

"  Books  donated ••  10,566  26 

"  Bills  receivable 600  00 

"  Cash 1,062  39 

"  Catalogues 885  88 

"  Fine  arts 18,636  65 

"  Furniture 4,117  88 

"  Mercantile  Library  Hall 

stock 70,970  00 

"  Periodicals 1,180  29 

"  John  B.  Drew 279  18 


$137,492  98 


1863.  CREDIT. 

By  Stock  account 

Bills  payable •••••• 


« 


$131,402  98 
6,090  00 


$187,492  98 


"C"— PROFIT  AND  LOSS  ACCOUNT. 


1868.  DEBIT. 

To  Advertising $    61  65 

"  Binding 326  75 

"Blank  books 83  00 

"  Fuel • 138  23 

"  Interest,  premium  and  ex- 
change ••••••  ••• •  170  64 

u  Insurance 848  75 

"  Librarians 8,154  43 

"  Lights 1,376  85 

u  Newspapers ••••  247  62 

"  Postage 44  81 

"  Printing 814  50 

"  Profit  and  loss 484  00 

"  Stationery 104  66 

"  Transportation 7  25 

"  Stock  account:  net  gain 

this  year •     ••••  8,454  23 

$16,266  16 


1863.  CJUEDIT. 

By  Books $    574  75 

"  Beneficiaries  4,338  50 

"  Clerks 1,962  50 

"  Fines 378  25 

"  Fine  arte 850  00 

"  Hall 3,698  36 

"  Initiation  fees 299  00 

"Lectures ••••  1,042  80 

"  Life  members 650  00 

"  Mercantile  Library  Hall 

stock 25  00 

"  Profit  and  loss 8  00 

"  Proprietors 1,989  50 

"  Stock  donations 60  00 


$15,266  16 


JOHN  E.  YORE, 

Treasurer. 


EIGHTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Fellow  Members  :  As  required  by  the  Constitution;  we  are 
here  this  evening  to  conclude  our  official  duties  by  giving  you  an 
account  of  our  proceedings  during  the  past  year,  and  rendering 
you  a  statement  of  the  present  financial  condition  of  your  Asso- 
ciation on  this  its  eighteenth  anniversary. 

Although  we  have  no  extraordinary  gains  to  announce,  it  is 
with  pleasure  that  we  can  show  that  the  affairs  of  your  Associa- 
tion have,  whilst  under  our  management,  progressed  steadily  in 
usefulness  and  prosperity  in  every  department,  and,  by  referring 
to  your  Treasurer's  report,  you  will  notice  that  he  has  cash  on 
hand  to  pay  a  large  part  of  the  indebtedness  of  the  ensuing  year. 

These  facts  prove  that  your  revenue  is  sufficient  for  all  your 
requirements,  and  that  your  Association  is  one  of  the  most  flour- 
ishing and  substantial  on  the  continent — one  in  which  every 
good  citizen  ought  to  feel  honored  in  being  a  member,  and  must 
ever  feel  grateful  to  those  beneficent  and  discreet  men  who  aided 
in  founding  it,  and  to  the  Almighty  for  its  success. 

HALL    COMPANY. 

The  stipulations  of  your  lease  from  the  Hall  Company  have 
been  fulfilled  by  your  paying  their  bonds  as  they  matured,  and 
the  interest  on  their  entire  indebtedness,  amounting,  bonds  and 
interest,  to  $4,350. 

You  have  also  kept  their  property  insured  for  $67,000,  costing 
$375. 

Your  revenue,  derived  from  rents  of  stores  and  halls,  amounts 
to  $10,485.20. 

Your  thanks  are  due  to  Samuel  Engler,  Esq.,  for  a  donation  of 
six  shares  of  stock  in  the  Hall  Company. 

You  have  acquired,  by  purchase,  five  shares. 

You  have  received,  in  exchange  for  memberships,  252  shares, 
making  an  acquisition  for  the  year  of  263  shares,  which,  added 
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to  that  previously  acquired,  makes  a  grand  total  of  7,128  shares, 
or,  at  par  value,  $71,280. 

Of  the  stock  received  in  exchange  for  memberships,  190  shares 
were  received  from  the  Washington  University,  which  had  been 
generously  given  to  that  institution  to  be  transferred  to  your  As- 
sociation, in  exchange  for  beneficiary  memberships  for  its  stu- 
dents, who  receive  cards  of  membership  from  their  Chancellor 
as  rewards  of  merit.  By  the  terms  of  the  agreement,  executed 
by  the  Presidents  of  the  Washington  University  and  of  your  As- 
sociation, we  agree  for  every  ten  shares  of  stock  in  the  Mercan- 
tile Library  Hall  Company,  which  the  Washington  University 
will  transfer  to  your  Association,  to  grant  it  a  beneficiary  mem- 
bership, renewable  every  twelve  months,  forever,  unless  cancelled 
by  your  paying  the  Washington  University  for  the  stock,  at  the 
rate  of  ten  dollars  per  share,  its  par  value,  which  you  are  at 
liberty  to  do  whenever  you  cannot  use  your  revenue  more  ad- 
vantageously, which,  we  trust,  will  never  be  realized,  as  the 
memberships  cost  you  nothing,  and  it  is  highly  probable  that 
every  student  who  makes  your  reading  rooms  a  resort  for  recre- 
ation or  instruction  will  eventually  become  an  active  member  of 
your  Association.  Regarding  the  transaction  in  a  pecuniary 
light,  and  divesting  it  entirely  of  a  desire  to  benefit  a  kindred 
institution,  it  is  still  a  profitable  one,  as  the  six  per  cent,  interest 
which  the  stock  bears,  amounts  to  one  per  cent,  per  annum  more 
than  the  membership  fees,  making  a  net  gain  of  $19  a  year  to 
your  Association  for  the  stock  already  transferred. 

MEMBERSHIPS. 

The  receipts  from  memberships,  during  the  year  1863,  have 
been  as  follows : 

From  initiation  fees $   299  00 

From  life  memberships • • 160  00 

From  proprietors  1,989  60 

From  clerks t 1,942  60 

From  beneficiaries • ••••• ••  ••••   2,883  60 

Total • *6,764  60 

The  number  of  members,  as  reported  at  the  last  annual  meet- 
ing, were  2,475.  We  have  received  474  new  members  during  the 
year,  and  have  lost  during  the  same  period,  by  deaths,  removals 
and  withdrawals,  828  members,  leaving  a  net  loss  of  353  members. 
Your  total  membership,  on  the  31st  day  of  December,  1863, 
was  classified  as  follows : 
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Life  members  •••• • •  ••••• •• •••••  476 

Proprietors • •  •••••. •. 400 

Clerks 662 

Beneficiaries • •  ••••••  684 

Total • 2,128 

Your  Board  deeply  regret  the  necessity  of  having  to  report  an 
apparent  loss  in  this  Department,  and,  in  extenuation,  beg  to  re- 
mind you  of  the  very  excited  contest  at  your  election  in  1862, 
when  over  nine  hundred  persons  joined  only  to  vote.  Of  these 
members  we  have  lost  nearly  all,  and  in  their  stead  have  gained 
about  six  hundred  constant  and  reliable  members,  which  we  think 
a  decided  gain  to  the  Association.  Still,  the  efforts  of  your  Board, 
in  enrolling  new  members,  have  not  resulted  as  favorably  as  could 
bo  desired,  and  they  are  convinced  that  the  number  can  only  be 
increased  to  what  it  should  be,  in  a  city  of  this  size,  by  the  influ- 
ence and  zeal  of  the  members  themselves.  If  they  will  invite 
their  young  friends,  who  are  not  members,  to  visit  your  reading 
rooms,  and  show  them  the  benefits  and  privileges  you  have  to 
offer  them,  we  are  satisfied  that  they  will  not  refuse '  to  accept 
them. 

We  earnestly  entreat  every  member  of  this  Association  to  as- 
sist your  officers  in  this  respect  during  the  ensuing  year.  Let 
them  do  but  half  their  duty,  and  the  membership  list  can  be 
doubled  before  another  annual  meeting. 

BOOKS. 

In  purchasing  books,  during  the  past  year,  your  Committee 
have  been  guided  by  the  demands  of  your  readers,  and  have 
necessarily  purchased  books  of  a  very  miscellaneous  character, 
as  you  have  probably  noticed  in  the  desultory  lists,  published  as 
they  were  received.  But  we  feel  assured  that  we  have  not  en- 
cumbered your  shelves  with  useless  volumes.  We  deem  it  ab- 
surd, with  your  present  revenue,  to  attempt  to  complete  any  one 
branch  of  literature,  while  your  readers  are  calling  for  more  use- 
ful books. 

A  part  of  our  purchases  are  foreign  publications,  and  were  or- 
dered direct  from  London,  of  Messrs.  Mann  Nephews,  publishers, 
who  have  executed  our  orders  promptly,  and  furnished  us  books 
that  are  not  surpassed  in  your  Library,  either  in  printing  or 
binding.  By  ordering  direct  we  save  custom  duties,  and  many 
petty  expenses  and  delays. 
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Ton  have  acquired  by  purchase,  during  the  year,  986  volumes, 
costing  $1,806.64. 

There  had  been  presented  to*  the  Association,  during  the  same 
time,  171  volumes,  valued  at  $574.75.  You  have  had  bound  and 
placed  on  your  shelves  45  volumes  of  periodicals,  costing  $253. 

The  whole  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library  on  the  31st  day 
of  December,  1863,  was  20,415,  valued  at  (^9,487.60. 

For  books  donated,  your  thanks  are  due  to  the  following  per- 
sons, viz : 

Mrs.  Robert  Allen, 
Mrs.  E.  C.  Barlow, 

A.  W.  Bishop, 
J.  W.  Bissell, 
Hon.  F.  P.  Blair,  Jr., 

B.  Bratton, 
£.  W.  Bryant, 
Mrs.  H.  F.  Clark, 
Harry  Coons, 
Bey.  Wm.  Crowell, 
Cornelius  S.  Daly, 
H.  M.  Draper, 
Mrs.  Sne  £.  Egbert, 
Hon.  J.  B.  Henderson, 
Mrs.  W.  C.  Huffman, 
£.  E.  H.  Jamieson, 
Robert  W.  Landis, 
Mrs.  E.  M.  D.  Low, 
E.  Manford, 


E.  L.  Massott, 

Robert  McKenna, 

M.  Niedner, 

New  York  State  Library, 

N.  PaschaU, 

Philadelphia  Board  of  Trade, 

Dr.  S.  Pollak, 

R.  A.  Raphael, 

Rev.  W.  6.  Spencer, 

State  of  Missouri, 

St  Louis  County  Court, 

E.  W.  Tiers  &  Co., 

H.  T.  Tomlinson, 

Mrs.  Samuel  Treat, 

George  Vandenhoff, 

U.  S.  Government, 

U.  S.  Navy  Department, 

E.  Williams, 

James  P.  Young. 


Ton  have  received  pamphlets  from  the  following  persons  and 
associations,  to  whom  yon  are  under  obligations : 


J.  H.  Alexander, 

Board  of  Public  Schools, 

J.  M.  Crawford, 

Miss  A.  E.  Carroll, 

John  Fiynn, 

St.  Louis  Provident  Association, 

Keith  &  Woods, 

K.  Y.  Library  Association, 

Hon.  Ben.  Wood, 


Adolphus  Meier, 
Robert  McKenna, 
Girls'  Industrial  Home, 
Smithsonian  Institute, 
St.  Louis  Gas- Light  Co., 
E.  D.  Jones, 
Nathaniel  Paschall, 
Wilmington  Institute, 
Brooklyn  Library  Association, 


Young  Men's  Association,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Ton  have  received  the  following  newspapers  daring  the  year, 
free  of  charge : 


Anzeiger  des  Western,  from  Publishers. 
Canton  Weekly  Register,  "  Publishers. 
Commercial  Bulletin,  "      Curtis  Guild. 

Country  Gentleman,  "     Publishers. 
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Illinois  State  Register,         from 

Messager  Franco- Americain, 

Missouri  Democrat, 

Missouri  Republican, 

New  Jerusalem  Messenger, 

New  York  World, 

New  York  Daily  News, 

New  Orleans  Times, 

Ohio  State  Journal, 

Revue  de  l'Ouest, 

St  Louis  Evening  News, 

St  Louis  Union, 

Westliche  Post, 

Washington  Globe, 
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C.  H.  Lamphier. 

H.  de  Mareil. 

McEee  &  Fishback. 

Geo.  Knapp  &  Co. 

Geo.  W.  8impkins. 

Publishers. 

Hon.  Ben.  Wood. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

J.  Wolf. 

C.  G.  Ramsey  &  Co. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 


Tour  reading  room  has  been  supplied  with  the  following  maga- 
zines during  the  year : 


MONTHLIES. 


Art  Journal, 

Assurance  Magazine, 

Athenaeum, 

Atlantic  Monthly, 

Banker's  Magazine,  (Am.,) 

Banker's  Magazine,  (London,) 

Blackwood's  Magazine, 

Brit  Journal  of  Dental  Science, 

Botanical  Magazine, 

Builder, 

Chambers'  Journal, 

Continental  Magazine, 

Coiburn's  United  Service  Mag* 

azine, 
CornhUl  Magazine, 
Civil  Engineer's  &  Architect's 

Journal, 
Dublin  University  Magazine, 
Eclectic  Magazine, 
Edinburgh  Medical  Journal, 
Farmer's  Magazine, 
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Floral  Magazine, 

Frazer's  Magazine, 

Franklin  Institute  Journal, 

Field  Sports, 

Geologist, 

Harper's  Magazine, 

Horticulturist, 

Hunt's  Merchant's  Magazine, 

Homoeopathic  Review, 

Journal  of  Horticulture, 

Knickerbocker, 

London  Lancet, 

Monthly  Law  Reporter, 

New  Jerusalem  Magazine, 

(presented,)   . 
Revue  des  Deux  Mondes, 

(semi-monthly,) 
Spirit  of  Missions,  (presented,) 
Sportsman's  Magazine, 
Valley  Farmer, 
Historical  Magazine. 


QUARTERLIES. 


Biblical  Repertory  and  Prince- 
ton Review,  . 
Brownson's  Quarterly  Review, 
Christian  Remembrancer, 
London  Quarterly  Review, 
New  Engjander, 
Quarterly  Journal  of  the  Geo- 
logical Society, 


North  American  Review, 
British  Quarterly  Review, 
British  Journal  of  Homoeopathy, 
Church  Review, ' 
Edinburgh  Review, 
North  British  Review, 
Quarterly  Review,  of  London, 
Westminster  Review* 
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WEEKLIES. 


Albion,  Illustrated  London  News, 


Country  Gentleman, 
Fliegende  Blatter,  (German,) 
Frank  Leslie's, 
Harper's  Weekly, 
Saturday  Review,  )         Spectator, 

Ulustrirte  Zeitung  (German). 


Litteli's  Living  Age, 
London  Punch, 
N.  T.  Illustrated  News, 
Scientific  American, 


Tour  files  have  been  supplied  with  the  following  newspapers 
during  the  year : 


Boston  Post, 
Chicago  Tribune, 
Cincinnati  Gazette, 
Cincinnati  Enquirer, 
Courrier  des  Etats  Unis, 
Church  Journal, 
Dublin  Nation, 
Journal  of  Commerce,  Jr., 


Baltimore  American, 
London  Times, 
London  Morning  Post, 
New  York  Herald, 
New  York  Times, 
New  York  Tribune, 
National  Intelligencer, 
New  Orleans  Picayune, 


Louisville  Journal. 
LECTURES. 

Your  Lecture  Committee  have  been  unable  to  offer  you  as 
many  lectures  as  they  desired.  With  due  regard  to  instruction, 
popularity  and  pecuniary  success,  they  have  pursued  the  same 
policy  adopted  last  season — having  none  but  the  best. 

Letters  of  invitation  to  lecture  or  read  before  your  Association 
have  been  extended  to  most  of  the  prominent  literary  men  in  the 
Bast;  among  whom  might  be  mentioned  Henry  W.  Longfellow, 
Oliver  Wendell  Holmes,  Geo.  W.  Curtis,  and  others  of  equal  note ; 
nearly  all  of  whom,  by  reason  of  their  different  occupations  and 
engagements,  were  reluctantly  forced  to  decline  our  invitations. 

The  following  limited  list  embraces  all  the  lectures  delivered 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Association  during  the  year,  nearly  all 
of  which  were  well  attended : 

Jab.  E.  Murdoch,  Esq.— Four  readings,  April  14th,  16th,  17th  and  18th, 
consisting  of  selections  from  Shakspeare,  Dickens,  Byron,  and  others. 

Total  receipts • $1,611  60 

Total  expenses ••  •••••»  •  ••• •  ••••  •  • • 696  80 

Net  gain..  — ••    $916  60 

Rev.  Henrt  Gilbs,— Three  lectures : 

November  17th—"  The  Study  of  Life  in  the  Study  of  Shakspeare.4 

November  20th— "  Woman  in  Shakspeare. 

November  24th—"  Man  in  Shakspeare." 
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Total  receipts • •• . $412  06 

Total  expenses 395  25 

Net  gain $  16  80 

George  Vandenhoff,  Esq. — Three  readings : 
December  8th—"  Othello,  and  selections  from  Dickens." 
December  10th-—"  An  Evening  with  Dickens." 
December  14th—"  Bulwer's  Great  Play  of  Richelieu." 

Total  receipts $552  76 

Total  expenses ••»• 442  86 

Net  gain $109  90 

RECAPITULATION. 

Total  receipts  ••• $2,476  70 

Total  expenses • 1,484  40 

Net  gain $1,042  80 

Your  committee  have  nearly  completed  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments  for  a  course  of  instructive  lectures  upon  commercial  law 
and  topics  appertaining;  especially  interesting  to  young  men. 
They  will  be  delivered  by  distinguished  members  of  the  St.  Louis 
Bar  and  Professors  of  our  Commercial  Colleges,  all  of  which,  and 
the  time  of  delivery,  will  be  duly  announced.  These  lectures 
will  be  free  to  members — a  privilege  which  they  should  enjoy, 
and  we  believe  it  will  largely  increase  our  list  of  memberships, 
and  prove  eminently  satisfactory. 

ART. 

Your  ever  thoughtful  friend,  Mr.  Louis  C.  Gamier,  has  again 
placed  you  under  obligations.  Being  about  to  visit  Europe,  and 
expecting  to  be  absent  several  years,  he  has  placed  in  your  gal* 
lery  several  paintings,  which  have  added  greatly  to  the  attrac- 
tions of  your  rooms : 

1.  The  exhibition  of  Joseph's  Bloody  Garment  to  his  father  Jacob :  An  origi- 
nal, by  Prof.  Cesari,  of  Florence. 

2.  Aurora :  From  the  original,  by  Guido  Reni,  at  the  Palazzo  Rospigliesi, 

Borne. 

8.  The  Marriage  at  Canaan  :  From  the  original,  by  Paolo  Veronese. 

4.  La  Fornarina:  From  the  original,  by  Raphael,  at  the  Uffizzio  Gallery, 
Florence. 

6.  Madonna  and  Child :  From  the  original,  by  Murillo,  at  the  Palazzo  Corsini, 
Rome. 

6.  Parity :  From  the  original,  by  Carlo  Dolci,  at  Florence. 

7.  Wild  Boar  Hunt:  From  the  original,  by  Rubens,  at  the  gallery  of  the 
Academy,  Turin. 

8.  Landscape :  Rome ;  original,  by  Frey. 

9.  Landscape :  The  Cascades  of  Tivoli,  near  Rome ;  original,  by  Frey. 

10.  Vanity :  From  the  original,  by  Sarracini,  at  the  Palazzo  Corsini,  Rome. 
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By  the  kindness  of  the  Hon.  Henry  T.  Blow,  you  still  retain 
the  beautiful  statue  of  Undine,  and  we  trust  that  the  incoming 
Board  will  use  their  efforts  to  purchase  it,  as  its  removal  would 
cause  the  sincere  regrets  of  your  members. 

Your  collection  of  coins  and  medals  has  been  increased  by 
donations  from  the  following  persons,  to  whom  your  thanks  are 
due: 


Samuel  M.  Breckenridge, 
I.  F.  Brinck, 
Mrs.  R.  Block, 

A.  De  Jong, 

B.  H.  Dreyer, 
George  Gradd, 
Dr.  S.  Pollak, 
W.  B.  Ryder, 
D.  P.  Rowland, 
Robt.  A.  Raphael, 


Charles  Miller, 
P.  S.  Gairns, 
Louis  C.  Gamier, 
John  W.  Harris, 
Wm.  Kerrigan, 
Thos.  H.  Larkin,  Jr., 
Mrs.  Thompson, 
Asa  Wilgus, 
James  Waters, 
Lewis  Weinert 


You  are  under  obligations  to  Wm.  Bozier,  Esq.,  for  a  magnifi- 
cent specimen  of  Lead  Ore. 

To  H.  M.  Thompson,  Esq.,  for  valuable  collections  of  Missouri 
Ores  and  Minerals. 

To  Lieutenant  W.  S.  McGunnegle,  United  States  Navy,  for  a 
Battle  Spear,  taken  at  the  engagement  at  Memphis. 

To  Colonel  C.  W.  Marsh,  for  a  rude  Egyptian  Lock  and  a 
Brick,  with  interesting  inscriptions,  taken  from  ancient  Nineveh. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

From  the  gratifying  reports  your  Board  continue  to  receive 

from  Master  Henry  Hale  Delano,  the  present  incumbent  of  your 

Wayman  Crow  scholarship,  in  the  Washington  University,  you 

are  assured  that  it  is  worthily  bestowed. 

Our  Eepresentatives  from  this  District,  in  Jefferson  City,  have 

>>,  succeeded  in  having  such  laws  enacted  as  will  insure  your  getting 

all  State  publications  regularly  as  they  are  issued. 

Your  building  has  been  thoroughly  repaired,  and  is  now  as 
good  as  new.  Among  the  most  expensive  items,  we  may  men- 
tion that  the  furnaces  have  been  renewed  and  the  wood  surround- 
ings been  replaced  by  fire-proof  materials.  , 

The  ceilings  and  walls  of  your  halls  have  been  thoroughly 
cleaned.  The  floors  of  your  reading  rooms  have  been  newly 
covered  with  matting.  The  improvements  and  repairs  during 
the  past  year  have  cost  $2,500. 
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The  property  of  the  Association  is  insured  in  good  responsible 
offices  for  $43,700. 

A  condensed  statement  of  the  most  interesting  results,  for  the 
year  1863,  shows  a  gain  of  1,145  volumes.  Total  number  of  vol- 
umes in  the  Library,  20,415,  valued  at  $39,487.60;  and  a  net  gain 
in  property  of  $8,754.20.  Total  value  of  property  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, on  the  31st  day  of  December,  was  $131,702.98. 

There  have  been,  during  the  past  twelve  months,  4,045  readers, 
who  have  drawn  for  reading,  within  the  library,  6,482  volumes. 
These  figures  are  exclusive  of  your  readers  of  periodicals  and 
newspapers. 

There  have  been  issued,  during  the  same  period,  45,837  vol- 
umes, to  2,078  readers. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  with  pleasure  that  we  state  that  the  pros- 
perity of  your  Association,  during  the  past  year,  is  largely  to  be 
attributed  to  the  zeal  and  industry  of  your  Librarian,  Mr.  John 
N.  Dyer,  and  his  assistants,  Mr.  John  J.  Bailey  and  Mr.  W.  H.  H. 
Anderson. 

.Respectfully  submitted,  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 

JOHN  H.  BEACH, 

President. 
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PROCEEDINGS 

OF    TBI 

THIRTEENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING 

or  thi 

Mercantile   Library  Hall   Company, 

\FJLNTJJLR1T   18,   1804. 


The  Thirteenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Stockholders  of  the 
Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company  was  held  in  the  Booms  of  the 
Mercantile  Library  Association;  on  Monday  evening;  Jan.  18; 
1864. 

The  meeting  having  been  called  to  order;  S.  A.  Ranlett,  Esq.; 
was,  on  motion  of  Wayman  Crow,  Esq.;  appointed  Chairman; 
and  John  H.  Beach;  Esq.,  Secretary. 

The  proceedings  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  were  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

The  Report  of  the  Treasurer,  Mr.  S.  A.  Eanlett,  was  read;  and; 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Stinde,  was  adopted. 

On  motion;  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer's  Report  and  the  Proceedings  of 
this  Meeting  be  furnished  to  the  Library  Association  for  publica- 
tion with  its  Annual  Beport. 

In  accordance  with  the  Constitution;  an  election  was  then  held 
for  nine  Directors,  in  the  Hall  Company,  for  the  ensuing  year. 

On  motion;  the  meeting  adjourned. 

S.  A.  EANLETT,  Chairman. 
Jno.  H.  Beach,  Sec'y. 
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Mercantile  Library  Hall,     ) 


St.  Louis,  January  18, 1864. 
To  the  Stockholder*  of  the 

Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company. 

We,  the  undersigned  Inspectors,  appointed  in  conformity  to  the  Constitution 
of  your  Company,  to  superintend  an  election  for  Directors,  to  serve  during  the 
ensuing  year,  do  certify  that  the  election  was  held,  pursuant  to  a  notice  in  the 
public  prints,  between  the  hours  of  seven  and  eight  o'clock,  p.  m.,  of  this  day, 
and  that  the  following  named  nine  Directors  received  the  largest  number  of 
votes  cast,  and  me  duly  elected : 

James  E.  Yeatm ah  ••••«> 7,186 

Watman  Crow • 7,186 

H.  D.  Bacon 7,185 

8.  A.  Ranlxtt 7,186 

H.  E.  Bridge 7,186 

C.  S.  Greblbt...* 7,186 

W.  M.  Mobjkso*. 7,186 

Edward  Brooks  •••• 7,186 

C.  B.  Stihdr 7,166 

J.  W.  LUKE, 
C.  B.  STINDR. 


BEPOBT  OF  THE  AUDITING  COMMITTEE. 


We,  the  undersigned  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  report  that  we  have 
examined  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Com- 
pany of  St.  Louis  with  the  vouchers  for  the  same,  and  find  them  correct. 

WAYMAN  CBOlWr, 
Chairman  Commit  f  Way*  and  Mnmm. 

8t.  Louis,  January  18, 1864. 
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SEVENTEENTH 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


Of     THE 


BOAED   OP  DIRECTORS 


OP     THE 


i 


nnt 


ASSOCIATION. 


JANTTABY    13,    1863. 


ST.  LOUIS: 

M'KEE  &  FISHBACK,  PRINTERS  AND  BINDERS. 

1863. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION  FOR  1863. 


•    •   • 


President, 
JOHN  H.  BEACH. 


Vice  President, 
CHAKLES  MILLER. 


Secretaries, 
Corresponding ■,  Recording, 

CHARLES  L.  THOMPSON.  I  JAMES  G.  CATLIN. 


Treasurer, 
JOHN  E.  YORE. 


Directors, 


HENRY  SENTER, 
JOHN  R.  LIONBERGER, 
JOHN  WHITTAKER, 


SAM'L  W.  BARBER, 
J.  M.  HANSON, 
GEO.  W.  PARKER, 


OLIVER  B.  FILLEY. 


Actuary  and  Librarian, 
JOHN  N.  DYER. 


Assistant  Librarians, 

First,  Second, 

JOHN  J.  BAILEY.  |  W.  H.  H.  ANDERSON. 


Janitor, 
GEORGE   HORS. 


COMMITTEES. 


Ways  and  Means. 
HENRY  SENTER,  |  0.  B.  FILLEY, 

J.  M.  HANSON. 


Library  and  Reading  Rooms. 
SAM'L  W.  BARBER,  |  J.  M.  HANSON, 

HENRY  SENTER. 


Books  and  Donations. 


CHARLES  MILLER, 
CHAS.  L.  THOMPSON, 


SAM'L  W.  BARBER, 
JOHN  WHITTAKER, 


GEORGE   W.  PARKER. 


$ 


Lectures. 

JOHN  E.  YORE,  |  JOHN  R.  LIONBERGER, 

JAMES  G.  OATLIN. 


Hall  and  Building. 

JOHN  H.  BEACH,  |  CHARLES  MILLER, 

CHAS.  L.  THOMPSON. 


PRESIDENTS  OP  THE  ASSOCIATION 

FROM  ITS  ORGANIZATION. 


1846-7 JAMES  B.  YEATMAN. 

1848-9 ALFRED  VINTON. 

1850-1 H.  E.  BRIDGE. 

1862 HENRY  D.  BACON. 

1868 J.  H.  ALEXANDER. 

1864^6 .J.  T.  DOUGLASS. 

1866 .W.  M.  MORRISON. 

1867 .JOHN  W.  LUKE. 

1868 M.  V.  L.  MoOLELLAND. 

1869-60 J.  B.  S.  LEMOINB. 

1861 ALFRED  OARR. 

1862 JOHN  H.  BEACH. 


BOARDS OI 


YEAR 


PRESIDENT. 


VICE-PRESIDENT. 


TREASURER. 


REC.    SECRETARY. 


COR. 


1846.  Jas.  E.  Yeatman...L.  M.  Kennett R.  K.  Woods !J.  A.  Dougherty...' S.  A. 

1  ! 

1847.'Jas.  E.  Yeatinan...  Alfred  Vinton R.  M.  Renick R.  W.  Ayers S.  A. 


1848. 


Alfred  Vinton W.  M.  Morrison... 


William  II.  Rice. ..John  Halsall. 


1849.  Alfred  Vinton H.  E.  BridgV 


1850.  H.  E.  Bridge Edm'd  Bacon. 


William  II.  Rice...'W.  P.  Cowles. 

S.  C.  Stewart JC.  R.  Stinde... 

J.  A.  Alien 


1851.;H.  E.  Bridge C.  R.  Stinde J.  Wilmer  Stith.... 

!  J.  II.  Alexander*.. 

\T/ieo.  Clark 

1852.  Henry,  D.  Bacon...  J.  H.  Alexander. ..J.  Wilmer  Stith...1  W.  E.  Sell* 


1853.IJ.  H.  Alexander...  J.  T.  Douglass W.  E.  Sell 


1854. 'J.  T.  Douglass R.  M.  Renick. 


A.  Pierce. 


1855.  J.  T.  Douglass M.V.L.M'Clelland 

1856. 


1857. 


1858. 


1859. 


I860. 


1861. 


1862. 


Alexis  Mudd 

W.  M.  Morrison...! John  W.  Luke.*... 


John  W.  Luke L.  H.  Terry 


M.V.L.M'Clelland  J.  B.  S.  Lemoine.. 


J.  B.  S.  Lemoine.  JR.  H.  Davis. 


J.  B.  S.  Lemoine... 


Alfred  Carr. 


John  H.  Beach. 


R.  H.  Davis 


C.  W.  Marsh. 


Charles  Miller. 


Thomas  Brown Jas.  R.  Larkin W.  E 


R.  M 
Edm 
G.  R. 
G.  R 
M.V. 
M.V. 


Thomas  Brown 


Edward  P.  Curtis. 

Edward  P.  Curtis. 
H.  A.  Conant* 


C.  L.  Rogers !j.  D. 


J.  D.  Taylor.... 


L.  C.  Billon. 


Geo.  H.  Loker. 


Samuel  Copp,  Jr... 


S.  H.  Laflin 

B.  M.  Runvan. 
John  E.  Yore.. 


C  W.  Marsh 


John  W.  Clark.. 


Archie  Robinson... 


J.  D. 
Geo. 

J.  W 


G.  R. 


Alfr€ 


Alfre 


Archie  Robinson. ,.\ 

H.  C.  Marston.*...'Chas, 


H.  C.  Marston C.  L. 


Note.— Names  in  italics,  resigned.    Those  mark 


DIRECTION 


JRETARY. 


nlett. 


nlett. 


nick. 


DIRECTORS. 


aeon. 


binson. 


'binson. 


1'Clelland 
I'Cleiland 


ilman. 


LIBRARIAN. 


ittenius. 


ittenius 

Robinson* 

ter  Stith... 
rilson 


3arr. 


Darr. 


John.  C.  Tevis,  W.  M.  Morrison,  Peter  Powell,  George  K. 
Budd,  Alex.  Peterson,  Robert  Barth,  Joseph  F.  Franklin. 

Jno.  H.  Simpson,  W.  M.  Morrison,  R.  D.  Van  Nostrand,  C. 
Enness,  Jno.  Keyes,  John  Halsall,  J.  Elliott,  Jr.yJ.  C.  Cabot.* 

A.  Osgood,  R.  M.  V.  Kercheval,  G.  R  Robinson,  J.  Morrisse, 
S.  N.  Kellogg,  J.  T.  Chappell,  0.  W.  Child. 

L.  C.  Clark,  R.  M.  V.  Kercheval,  C.  Haywood,  R.  C.  Mc- 
Allister, J.  Sharp,  C.  B.  Burnham,  C.  R.  Stihde. 

R.  H.  Davis,  R.  D.  Van  Nostrand,  J.  A.  Allen,  R.  C.  Mc- 
Allister, J.  Tilden,  J  ere.  C.  Reynolds,  C.  Haywood. 

J.  H.  Alexander,  R.  C.  McAllister,  J.  H.  Avery,  C.  G.  Hel- 
fenstein,  J.  Tilden,  R.  N.  Nisbet,*  R.  D.  Van  Nostrand,  J.  T. 
Douglas,*  M.  V.  L.  McClelland. 

J.  T.  Douglass,  J.  O'Neil,  C.  E.  King,  W.  E.  Sell,  J.  H. 
Avery,  C.  Enslin,  Solon  Humphreys,  H.  W.  Birge.* 

Solon  Humphreys,  R.  D.  Van  Nostrand,  J.  J.  Cartledge, 
JohnGoodin,  C.  E.  King,  W.  H.  Gilman,  H.  W.  Birge. 

John  Goodin,  A.  Pearce,  J.  J.  Cartledge,  J.  Smith,  Jr.,  G. 
P.  Doane,  R.  B.  Whittemore,  H.  W.  Birge,  C.  M.  McClung.* 

J.  R.  Larkin,  G.  P.  Doane,  J.  Smith,  Jr.,  C.  M.  McClung, 
G.  Collier,  A.  M.  Waterman,  J.  H.  McCuloch. 

L.  H.  Terry,  J.  O.  Alter,  J.  W.  Stith,  C.  E.  King,  J.  W. 
Luke,   A.  H.  Smith,   G.  R.  Baker,  W.  D.  W.  Barnard,*  J.  B. 

S.  Lemoine.* 

J.  B.  S.  Lemoine,  J.  D.  Taylor,  J.  Christopher,  W.  F.  Rcever, 
A.  H.  Smith,  C.  F.  Vanderford,  Aug.  Kniqht,  S.  R.  Clark,* 
A.  0.  Grubb.* 

J.  Christopher,  J.  A.  Brownlee,  R.  H.  Davis,  F.  R.  Alexan- 
der, S.  R.  Clarke,  Sol.  Scott,  Jr.,  G.  W.  Tracy,  L.  Kingsland.* 

Calvin  W.  Marsh,  John  H.  Siegrist,  Sol.  Scott,  Jr.,  J.  V.  W. 
Dutcher,  F.  R.  Alexander,  W.  C.  Buchanan,  L.  Kingsland. 

George  D.  Hall,  John  H.  Siegrist,  John  D.  Lapsley,  C.  "W. 
Marsh,  Colton  Greene,  C.  C.  Ferguson,  John  H.  6each. 


Ciller. 


hompson... 


John  H.  Beach,  Geo.  D.  Hall,  W.  A.  Moffett,*  J.  R.  Evans, 
Dan'l  Gilchrist,  O.  B.  Filley,  C.  W.  Keiser,  John  E.  Yore.* 


W.  A.  Moffett,  Jas.  S.  Wilgus,  Henrv  Senter,  O.  B.  Filley, 
G.  "W.  Parker,  J.  M.  Hanson,  John  R.  Lionberger. 


Josiah  Dent. 
William  Allen. 
William  P.  Curtis. 
William  P.  Curtis. 
William  P.  Curtis. 
William  P.  Curtis. 
William  P.  Curtis. 
William  P.  Curtis. 

William  P.  Curtis. 

William  P.  Curtis. 

William  P.  Curtie. 

William  P.  Curtis. 

William  P.  Curtis. 

Ed.  W.  Johnston. 

Ed.  W.  Johnston. 

Ed.  W.  Johnston. 

John  N.  Dyer. 


thus  (*)  were  elected  by  the  Board  to  fill  the  vacancies. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 


SEVENTEENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING 


OF     THE 


ST.    LOUIS 


evcxutU*  Xtfemfl  JUiS0ciiiti0tt, 


JANUABY    13th,    1863. 


At  the  Seventeenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  St.  Louis  Mercantile 
Library  Association,  held  in  the  Small  Hall  of  the  Library  building, 
on  the  evening  of  the  13th  January,  18G3,  the  meeting  was  called 
to  order  by  John  H.  Beach,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Association,  on 
whose  motion  J.  B.  S.  Lcmoine,  Esq.,  was  called  to  the  chair,  and 
Chas  S.  Blood  and  R.  Y.  Douglass,  were  appointed  Secretaries. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Report  of  the  Treasurer,  John  E.  Yore,  Esq.,  was  then  read, 
and,  on  motion,  was  accepted  and  adopted. 

The  following  report  was  made  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  .and 
Means : 

St.  Louis,  January  13,  1863. 
The  undersigned,  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  the  St.  Louis  Mercan- 
tile Library  Association,  have  examined  the  Treasurer's  accounts,   and  find 
them  correct,  and  that  he  has  proper  vouchers  for  all  expenditures. 

CHAS.   MILLEE, 
HENRY    SENTER. 

The  President  of  the  Association  read  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Board  of  Directors,  which,  on  motion  was  accepted  and  adopted. 


10 

The  amendments  to  the  Constitution — reported  by  the  Board  in 
conformity  to  the  Article  in  the  Constitution  regulating  amend- 
ments thereto — were  then  taken  up,  and  on  motion  of  John  W. 
Luke,  Esq.,  the  substitute  for  Article  I,  Chapter  II,  was  read  and 
unanimously  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Hudson  E.  Bridge,  Esq.,  the  amendment  to  Article 
XI,  Chapter  II,  was  read;  and  Article  XI,  as  amended,  was  also 
read,  and,  on  motion  of  W.  M.  Morrison,  Esq.,  was  unanimously 
adopted. 

Mr.  E.  Miltenberger  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  submitted  to  us  this 
evening,  showing,  as  it  does,  a  net  gain  in  property  of  seven  thousand  dollarg, 
and  the  extraordinary  and  unprecedented  gain  of  some  seven  hundred  mem- 
bers, is  grateful  evidence  to  us  of  the  wisdom  of  our  choice  in  selecting  Mr. 
John  H.  Beach,  President,  and  his  associates  of  the  retiring  Board,  to  conduct 
our  affairs  for  the  past  year,  and  we  hereby  tender  to  them  our  hearty  thanks 
for  the  zeal  and  energy  evinced  by  them,  in  the  discharge  of  their  trust. 

Which  was  also  unanimously  adopted. 

The  following  resolution  was,  on  motion,  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  are  hereby  instructed  to  have  one 
thousand  copies  of  the  reports  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  Treasurer  and  Audit- 
ing Committee  of  the  Association,  together  with  the  next  Annual  Keportof  the 
Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company,  printed  in  pamphlet  form  for  gratuitous 
circulation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  T.  Douglass,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  furnished  the 
city  papers  for  publication. 

Mr.  K.  II.  Davis  offered  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  the  incoming  Board  of  Directors  be  empowered  to  purchase 
such  lots  of  Stock  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company,  that  may  be  offer- 
ed for  sale  during  the  present  year,  and  at  such  prices  as  they  may  deem  ad- 
visable. 

Which  was  unanimously  adopted. 

On  motion  of  H.  E.  Bridge,  Esq.,  the  meeting  adjourned. 

C.  S.  Blood,         \  Secretaries 
E.  V.  Douglass,  }  Romanes. 

J.  B.  S.  LEMOINE,  Chairman. 


TREASURER'S    REPORT. 


•  •  • 


'j 


Rooms  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Association 

St.  Louis,  Januai^y  13*A,  1863. 

Gentlemen: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  statement,  showing  the 
Eeceipts  and  Expenditures  during  the  year  ending  December  31st, 
1862,  and  the  present  financial  condition  of  your  Association,  viz: 

Exhibit  "A"— Cash  Account. 
Exhibit  "B"  —  Balance  Sheet. 
Exhibit  "C"  —  Profit  and  Loss  Account. 


«A"— CASH  ACCOUNT. 


Receipts. 
To  Bal.  from  B.  M.  Runyan, 
Treasurer <■ 

Membershijys  : 

Initiation  Fees $2,298"00 

Proprietors 2,022  00 

Clerks 2,807  50 

Beneficiaries 1,400  00 


$   82  30 


8,527  60 


Hall  Receipts : 

Grand  Hall $4,202  80 

Small  Hall 737  00 

Stores 2,392  50 


Pines 

Catalogues  sold 

Lectures 

Books  lost  and  paid  for. 

Interest 

Profit  and  loss 

Bills  receivable 

John  Mayger 

Old  newspapers  sold 


7,332  30 

412  ;so 

27  50 

1,788  95 

33  25 

9  07 

2  30 

700  00 

3G750 

27  00 


$18,979  17 


Expenditures. 

By  Advertising $   50  00 

Binding 421  55 

Books 642  02 

Blank  Books 91  50 

Bills  payable 3,940  00 

Furniture 18  50 

Fine  Arts 678  60 

Fuel , 106  00 

Hall 1.579  37 

Interest  a*d  Discount...  140  51 

Insurance 300  25 

Librarians 1,724  95 

Lights 1,248  40 

Lectures 787  25 

Lost  Books... 6  00 

Mercantile  Library  Hall 

Company 6,203  23 

Newspapers 134  46 

Postage 47  40 

Periodicals 297  74 

Printing 143  00 

Profit  and  loss 37  10 

Stationery 74  60 

Transportation 12  25 

Balance  to  new  acc't,  295  60 


$18,979  17 
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B  "—BALANCE  SHEET. 


Debit. 

To  Books $2G,906  81 

Books  donation 9,991  50 

Catalogues 940  88 

Cash 295  60 

Bills  receivable 700  00 

Debts  receivable 50  00 

Fine  Arts 18,280  15 

Furniture 3,260  87 

Periodicals 925  76 

Mercantile  Library  Hall 

Stock 68,390  00 

Sunday  Reform  Associa- 
tion   50  00 

John  R.  Drew 279  18 

A.  E.  Fraser 358  00 

$130,428  75 


Credit. 
By  Stock  account. 
Bills  payable.... 


$122,948  75 
7,480  00 


$130,428  75 


«< 


C  "—PROFIT  AND  LOSS  ACCOUNT. 


Debit. 

To  Advertising $  50  00 

Binding 278  80 

Blank  Bookg 91  50 

Fuel 106  00 

Interest 131  44 

Insurance 300  25 

Librarians 1,724  95 

Lights 1,248  40 

Newspapers 107  45 

Postage 47  40 

Printing 143  00 

Stationery 74  50 

Transportation 12  25 

Profit  and  loss 37  10 

Stock  account  net  gain  this 

year 6,833  76 


$11,186  80 


Credit. 

By  Books  donation 482  93 

Beneficiaries 1,550  00 

Clerks 2,835  50 

Fines 412  60 

Fine  Arts 22  50 

Hall 47  37 

Lectures 1,001  70 

Life  Membership 300  00 

Initiation  Fees 2,310  00 

Proprietors 2,122  00 

Stock  Donations 100  00 

Profit  and  loss 2  30 


$11,186  80 


JOHN  E.  TORE, 

Treasurer. 


SEVENTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Fellow  Members  : — An  eventful  year  has  passed ;  and,  in  con- 
formity with  the  provision  of  your  Constitution,  you  are  as- 
sembled, on  this,  the  seventeenth  anniversary  of  its  adoption,  to 
review  the  labors  of  your  retiring  Board  of  Directors,  and  to  receive 
from  them  a  statement,  showing  the  condition  of  your  affairs. 

The  year  constituting  the  period  of  our  administration  will  long 
be  memorable  for  the  disasters  sustained  by  our  mercantile  classes ; 
and,  as  your  revenues  are  almost  exclusively  derived  from  these 
classes,  this  important  modifying  fact  must  be  distinctly  apprehend- 
ed in  instituting  any  just  comparison  between  the  pecuniary  re- 
sults obtained  during  the  year  just  closed,  and  those  achieved  du- 
ring more  prosperous  years  of  the  past.  Nevertheless,  the  liabili- 
ties outstanding  at  the  commencement  of  our  term  of  office,  to- 
gether with  the  expenses  arising,  and  all  of  your  paper  maturing 
during  the  year,  have  all  been  paid  off,  and  we  are  happy  to  an- 
nounce to  you  that  the  Association  is  now  entirely  free  from  debt. 

HALL   COMPANY. 

The  requirements  of  your  lease  from  the  Library  Hall  Company 
have  been  complied  with.  Four  of  their  bonds  were  paid  by  the 
Association  during  the  year.  One  of  these  bonds,  which  matured 
May  1,  1861,  had  been  held  over  by  Mr.  S.  A.  Kanlett,  the  semi- 
annual interest  having  been  guaranteed.  The  other  three  were 
promptly  paid  at  maturity.  The  semi-annual  interest  on  the  en- 
tire indebtedness  of  the  Hall  Company,  amounting  to  $1,695  20, 
has  also  been  paid.  The  total  payments  of  bonds  and  interest, 
therefore,  amount  to  $5,695  20.  The  Association  has  also  kept  the 
property  of  the  Hall  Company  fully  insured,  at  a  cost  of  $508  03. 

All  the  matured  notes  given  for  stock  in  the  Hall  Company  have 
been  promptly  paid.  They  amount  to  $2,240.  These  notes  were 
issued,  as  stated  at  your  last  annual  meeting,  in  part  payment  for 
2,100  shares  of  stock.     By  the  terms  of  this  purchase  nearly  one- 
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fourth  of  the  entire  amount  of  the  stock  of  the  Hall  Company,  hav- 
ing a  par  value  of  #21,000,  was  secured  to  your  Association  at  the 
very  low  cost  of  $11,170.  We  regard  the  acquisition  of  this 
large  amount  of  stock  on  terms  so  reasonable  as  one  of  the  most 
fortunate  events  for  the  Association  that  has  occurred  during  its 
whole  career ;  and  your  thanks  are  due  to  your  late  President,  Mr. 
Alfred  Care,  and  to  the  generous  friends  of  the  Association  who 
aided  him,  for  making  this  advantageous  and  important  purchase. 

During  the  past  year  69  shares  of  the  above  named  stock  hav© 
been  acquired,  comprising  59  shares  obtained  in  exchange  for  mem- 
berships, and  ten  shares  presented  by  Mr.  L.  Newberry,  of  Chicago, 
formerly  a  citizen  of  St.  Louis.  For  this  very  liberal  donation  Mr. 
Newberry  deserves,  and  will  doubtless  receive,  the  thanks  of  the 
Association. 

These  shares,  added  to  those  held  at  the  close  of  the  previous 
year,  give  you  a  grand  total  of  6,839  shares  at  this  date,  having  a 
par  value  of  $68,390. 

As  there  are  only  2,903  shares  yet  unacquired,  of  which  a  large 
part  is  owned  by  non-residents,  or  is  controlled  by  the  Probate 
Court,  the  Board  of  Directors  recommend  that  you  authorize  their 
successors  to  buy  this  stock,  either  at  public  or  private  sale,  (as  it 
may  be  offered,)  whenever  there  shall  be  funds  in  the  Treasury  not 
needed  for  other  purposes.  The  price  per  share,  to  be  paid  for  this 
stock,  ought,  for  obvious  reasons,  to  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
Board. 

It  is  of  the  highest  importance  to  your  Association  that  the  bal- 
ance of  this  stock  be  acquired,  so  that  upon  the  extinguishment  of 
the  debt  of  the  Hall  Company,  in  1867,  you  shall  have  a  clear  title 
to  this  entire  property. 

Your  revenue,  derived  from  rents,  is  as  follows  : 

From  Stores, $2,392  60 

"      Grand  Hall, 4,202  80 

"      Small  Hall  and  other  rooms, 737  00 

Total  for  1862, $7,332  30 

A  large  part  of  the  suspended  debts,  due  the  Association ,  have 
been  converted  either  into  cash  or  valuable  property.  In  accom- 
plishing this  result,  we  have  been  greatly  assisted  by  your  very 
efficient  Actuary  and  Librarian,  Mr.  John  N.  Dyer ;   and  we  hope 
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the  time   may  bo  far  distant  when   your  Association  shall  be  de- 
prived of  his  valuable  services. 

The  walls  and  ceilings  of  the  reading  rooms,  halls  and  ante- 
rooms, have  been  repaired  and  whitened  ;  the  seats  in  the  Grand 
and  Small  Halls  have  been  thoroughly  repaired  ;  and  your  furnaces 
have  been  made  as  good  as  new. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

As  recommended  at  your  last  annual  meeting,  the  Board  of 
Directors  commenced  an  early  active  canvass  for  members,  and 
have,  with  commendable  zeal,  continued  it  throughout  the  year. 
This  has  resulted  in  the  enrollment  of  1,170  new  members.  During 
the  same  period,  we  have  lost  by  deaths,  removals  and  withdraw- 
als, 400  members,  leaving  a  net  gain  for  the  year,  of  770  members. 
Your  total  membership  on  the  31st  December,  1862,  wras  classified 
as  follows : 

Life  Members 474 

Proprietors 396 

Clerks : 1,260 

Beneficiaries 346 

Total 2,476 

Notwithstanding  the  depressing  effects  of  the  war,  we  show  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  members,  which  is  certainly  very  en- 
couraging, but  still  the  number  is  much  smaller  than  it  ought  to 
be,  and  we  earnestly  hope  that  our  young  members  will  use  their 
influence  to  increase  it. 

BOOKS. 

Referring  to  your  Treasurer's  report,  you  will  observe  that  the 
demands  upon  your  income  were  such  as  to  preclude  any  invest- 
ment in  Books,  except  the  current  literature  of  the  day,  and  a  few 
standard  works  that  were  indispensable. 

You  have  acquired  by  purchase  during  the  year,  566  volumes, 

costing  $689  69. 

There  have   been   presented   to   the   Association    162   volumes, 

valued  at  $482  93. 

You  have  had  bound  and  placed  on  your  shelves,  130  volumes  of 

periodicals,  costing  $533  46. 

The  whole  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library  on  the  31st  of  De- 
cember, 1862,  was  19,260,  estimated  at  $36,898  31,  exclusive  of 
duplicates. 
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You  are  under  obligations  to  the  following  persons  and  Associa" 
tions,  for  Books  presented  during  the  year : 


Chas.  C.  Bailey, 

City  of  St.  Louis, 

J.  H.  Dunavari, 

Dr.  Wm.  T.  Helmuth, 

Hon.  F.  P.  Blair,  Jr., 

Gu stave  Jaccard, 

George  Knapp  &  Co., 

Francis  Menetre, 

Mercantile  Library  Association 

of  New  York, 
Ohio  State  Library, 
John  R.  Triplett, 
United  States  Government, 
Wisconsin  State  Historical  Society, 


James  E.  Yeatman, 
A.  C.  Carter, 
Robert  C.  Clibborn, 
E.  M.  Davis, 
J.  A.  Daugherty, 
Wm.  M.  Harlow, 
Thomas  J.  Hempstead, 
Edward  Wm.  Johnston, 
Col.  S.  H.  Long,  U.  S.  A., 
Robert  McKenna, 
Smithsonian  Institute, 
W.  C.  Wilson, 
Isaac  M.  Veitch. 


Your  thanks  are  due  to  the  following  persons  and  associations 
for  Pamphlets  presented  : 


Robert  McKenna, 
Miss  A.  E.  Carroll, 
Prof.  R.  L.  Tafel, 
George  Knapp  &  Co., 


Mercantile  Library  Association 

of  New  York, 
Mercantile  Library  Association 

of  San  Francisco. 


You  have  received  the  following  newspapers   during  the  year 
free  of  charge : 


Albion, 

American  Railway  Reveiw, 

Anzeiger  des  Westens, 

Canton  Weekly  Register, 

Commercial  Bulletin, 

Country  Gentleman, 

Frankfort  Commonwealth, 

Illinois  State  Register, 

Mcssager  Franco  American, 

Missouri  Republican, 

Missouri  Democrat, 

New  York  Herald, 

New  York  World, 

Ohio  State  Journal, 

Revue  de  TOuest, 

St.  Louis  Evening  News, 

St.  Louis  Union, 

Legal  Record  and  Advertiser, 

Westliche  Post, 

The  Crisis, 


from  Publishers. 

"  Publishers. 

"  Jfessrs.  Boernstein. 

"  Davidson  &  Nicalot. 

"  Curtis  Guild. 

"  Publishers. 

"  A.  G.  Hodges  &  Co. 

u  C.  H.  Lanphier. 

"  H.  DeMareil. 

"  Geo.  Knapp  &  Co. 

"  McKee  &  Fishback. 

"  Sam'l  B.  Bullock. 

"  Publishers. 

"  Hurt,  Allen  &  Co. 

"  J.  Wolf. 

"  C.  G.  Ramsey  &  Co. 

"  Publishers. 

"  M.  Neidner. 

"  Publisher. 

"  Hon.  Sam.  Medary. 
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You  are  subscribers  to  the  following  newspapers : 


Boston  Post, 
Chicago  Times, 
Church  Journal, 
Cincinnati  Gazette, 
Courrier  des  Etats  Unis, 
Journal  of  Commerce,  Jr., 
Louisville  Journal, 
National  Intelligencer, 
New  York  Times, 
New  York  Tribune, 


North   American    and    United 

States  Gazette, 
London  Times,  Daily, 
London  Examiner,  Weekly, 
L'Independance    Beige, 

Daily, 
London  News,  Illustrated, 
Illustrirte  Zeitung,   do 
Harper's  Weekly,     do 
Frank  Leslie's  do 


The  following  Magazines  have  been   received   during   the   year 
and  placed  on  your  Tables : 


American  Journal  of  Science, 
American  Quarterly  Church  Review, 
Atlantic  Monthly, 
Bankers'  Magazine, 
British  Quarterly  Review, 
Blackwood's  Magazine, 
Brownson's  Quarterly  Review, 
Chambers'  Edinburgh  Journal, 
Christian  Examiner, 
Christian  Remembrancer, 
Colburn's  United  Service  Magazine, 
Cornhill  Magazine, 
Dublin  University  Magazine, 
Eclectic  Magazine, 
Edinburgh  Medical  Journal, 
Edinburgh  Philosophical  Magazine, 
Edinburgh  Review, 
Fraser's  Magazine, 
Harper's  Magazine, 
Horticulturist, 


Hunt's  Merchant's  Magazine, 

Journal  of  Franklin  Institute, 

Knickerbocker, 

Law  Reporter, 

Law  Review, 

Littell's  Living  Age, 

London  Banker's  Magazine, 

London  Lancet, 

London  Punch, 

New  Englander. 

North  American  Review, 

North  British  Review, 

Princeton  Review, 

Quarterly  Review, 

Repertory  of  Patent  Inventions, 

Revue  des  Deux  Mondes, 

Spirit  of  Missions, 

Valley  Farmer, 

Vanity  Fair, 

Westminster  Review. 


LECTURES. 

Your  Lecture  Committee  have  been  untiring  in  their  endeavors 
to  inaugurate  a  course  of  instructive  and  entertaining  lectures, 
and  greatly  regret  that  emergencies  have  withdrawn  from  their 
reach  so  many  of  our  prominent  public  men. 

Invitations  were  addressed  during  the  year  to  many  literary  and 
scientific  gentlemen,  nearly  all  of  whom,  in  consequence  of  the 
unsettled  condition  of  the  country,  declined  any  engagements,  and 
as  your  Board  were  determined  to  employ  none  but  the  best  lecturers 
the  following  limited  list  embraces  all  the  lectures  delivered  under 
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tho  auspices  of  the  Association  during  the  year;  all  of  which  were 
received  with  marked  favor  : 

January  13th — Bayard  Taylor.     Subject:  "  American  People." 
March  3d— Rev  J.  P.  Ryan.     Subject :  "  Galileo." 
May  10th — Hon.  Edward  Everett.     Subject :  "Origin  and  Char- 
acter of  the  War." 

December  9th,  11th,  13th  and  1(5 th — Geo.  Vandenhoff,  Esq. 
Four  readings;  the  first  three  from  Victor  Hugo's  great  romance, 
"Lcs  Miserables ; "  the  fourth,  "  Tragedy  of  Hamlet." 

Total  receipts  from  lectures $1,788  95 

Expenses 787  25 

Net  gain $1,001  70 

ART. 

Through  the  kindness  of  the  Hon.  Henry  T.  Blow,  you  have  be- 
come the  temporary  custodians  of  Ives'  beautiful  statue  of 
"  Undine."  It  has  greatly  added  to  the  interest  your  fine  art  de- 
partment possesses,  and  is  much  admired  by  all  who  visit  your 
Library.  It  was  ordered  by  Mr.  Blow  as  President  of  the  "  Fine 
Art  Association,"  and  was  executed  in  Borne  of  the  finest  Italian 
marble;  and  it  fully  maintains  the  artist's  high  reputation.  It  can 
now  be  purchased  at  much  less  than  its  original  cost,  and  we  trust 
that  the  friends  of  your  association  will  not  permit  it  to  be 
removed  from  your  rooms. 

Your  thanks  are  due  to  George  C.  Bingham,  Esq.,  for  his  four 
celebrated  paintings,  viz :  "  Stump  Speaking,"  "Tho  Election," 
"  Result  of  Election,"  and  the  "  Jolly  Flatboat  Men." 

These  paintings  have  graced  your  walls  during  the  past  year, 
and  will  probably  remain  in  their  present  position,  as  Mr.  Bing- 
ham has  intimated  to  us  that  he  will  never  remove  them.  They 
are  original  paintings  of  world-wide  celebrity,  and  will  continue  to 
contribute  greatly  to  the  attractions  of  your  already  large  col- 
lection of  paintings. 

You  have  become  the  possessors  of  the  bronze  statue  of  the 
"  Venus  deMedicis,"  which  now  occupies  a  position  in  your  Hall. 
It  was  received  in  payment  of  a  debt  for  rent,  and  is  considered 
cheap  at  the  price  paid,  as  it  is  probably  the  best  copy  in  this 
country. 

Mr.  P.  G.  Peran,  of  this  city,  has  placed  you  under  obligations 
for   a  plaster   bust   of  our  present  Mayor,    Hon.  D.   G.   Taylor. 
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Dr.  C.  F.  Turner  has  placed  in  your  possession  a  pair  of  Shears 
manufactured  at  Jamestown ,  Va.,  in  the  year  1620. 

Your  Coins  and  Medals  have  been  classified,  catalogued,  and 
neatly  framed,  and  placed  in  your  reading  room  for  examination. 

Collectively  they  number  1033  pieces,  valued  at  $1277.50. 
For  valuable  donations  to  your  collection,  your  thanks  are  due 
'to  the  following  persons  : 


John  J.  Bailey, 
Isador  Busch, 
G.  M.  Fisher, 
Mark  Leavenworth, 
W.  H.  Maurice, 
John  Mayger, 


Major  McKenna,  U.  S.  A., 
Wm.  B.  Ryder, 
Master  Eugene  Runyan, 
Wm.  H.  Shackelford, 
E.  Wilkinson. 


A  classified  catalogue  of  your  coins  and  medals,  including  a 
descriptive  list  of  your  fine  arts  collection,  has  been  published,  and 
is  now  ready  for  distribution. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Your  Wayman  Crow  scholarship  became  vacant  on  the  4th  of 
October,  by  the  resignation  of  Master  C.  Gr.  Clement,  who  has  had 
the  honor  of  filling  it  during  the  past  three  years.  Your  Board 
appointed  the  present  incumbent,  Master  Henry  Hale  Delano,  who 
was  highly  recommended  for  the  position. 

You  are  under  obligations  to  Hudson  E.  Bridge,  Esq.,  for  the 
very  substantial  flag-staff,  which  is  permanently  erected  upon  the 
top  of  your  hall,  for  the  beautiful  flag  of  our  country,  which 
floats  upon  it,  your  thanks,  are  due  to  Albert  Pearce,  Esq. 

We  have  dispensed  with  the  services  of  your  former  Librarian, 
and,  in  his  stead,  have  elected  your  Actuary,  Mr.  John  N.  Dyer, 
who  now  fills  both  offices. 

It  is  the  pleasant  duty  of  your  Board  to  express  their  entire  sat- 
isfaction with  your  Assistant  Librarians,  Mr,  John  J.  Bailey,  and 
Mr.  W.  H.  H.  Anderson.  Their  intimate  knowledge  of  their  duties, 
and  the  willing  promptness  with  which  they  perform  them,  has 
rendered  their  services  invaluable. 

Permanent  cases  are  being  made,  suitable  for  showing  your 
geological  specimens,  and  to  contain  such  as  may  be  presented. 

We  feel  assured  that  when  it  is  generally  known  that  we  have 
facilities  for  classifying  minerals  and  assaying  metals,  we  shall  re- 
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ceive  such  contributions  as  will  soon  make  this  cabinet  an  attract- 
ive auxiliary  to  the  Library. 

The  annual  examination  in  November,  of  books  on  hand,  has 
usually  been  made  with  more  attention  to  dispatch  than  accuracy; 
and  this  fact  will  account  for  the  discrepancies  in  several  annual 
statements  of  books  lost,  purchased  and  on  hand. 

We  are  satisfied  that  the  statement  now  presented  is  correct;  as 
every  book  was  removed  from  the  shelves,  and  the  inside  number 
and  title  compared  with  the  catalogue,  whereby  all  errors  were 
corrected. 

The  total  number  of  books  lost  and  unaccounted  for  since  the 
commencement  of  your  library,  is  811  volumes,  of  which  26  vol- 
umes were  lost  during  the  past  year. 

Your  Association  has  been  properly  registered  in  the  different 
Departments  in  Washington,  so  that  in  future  you  will  receive 
Congressional  publications  regularly  as  they  are  issued. 

Our  Kepresentatives  from  this  District  in  Jefferson  City,  have 
promised  to  aid  us  in  procuring  the  passage  of  such  laws  as  will 
hereafter  insure  your  getting  the  state  publications  regularly. 

Your  shelf-room  is  almost  entirely  exhausted,  and  new  book 
cases  will  be  required  before  the  additions  of  another  year  can  be 
accommodated.  Our  successors  should  give  this  need  their  early 
attention. 

The  property  of  the  Association  is  insured  in  good,  responsible 
offices  for  $43,700 

A  condensed  statement  of  the  most  interesting  results  for  the 
year  1862,  shows  a  gain  of  770  members.  Total  number  of  mem- 
bers 2,475.  A  gain  of  858  volumes.  Total  number  of  volumes  in 
the  Library,  19,260 — valued  at  $36,898  31,  and  a  net  gain  in  pro- 
perty of  $6,833  76. 

Total  value  of  property  of  the  Association  on  the  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1862,  was  $122,948  75.  The  fiscal  year  was  closed  on  the  31st 
of  December;  so  that  our  successors  will  find  the  accounts  for 
the  current  year  intact. 

There  have  been,  during  the  past  twelve  months,  7,740  readers 
who  have  drawn  for  reading  within  the  library,  11,058  volumes; 
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and  there  have  been  issued  during  the  same  period  46,074  volumes , 
to  2,147  subscribers. 

In  conclusion,  the  Board  of  Directors  recommend  to  you  the 
adoption  of  the  following  proposed  amendments  to  your  Consti- 
tution, viz : 

Strike  out  all  of  the  first  article  of  Chapter  II,  and  insert  the  fol- 
lowing substitute,  viz : 

"  Article  I.  The  officers  of  this  Association  shall  be  a  President, 
Vice  President,  Corresponding  Secretary,  Eecording  Secretary, 
Treasurer,  and  seven  Directors — no  member  to  hold  the  office  of 
President  or  Yice  President  for  more  than  two  successive  years. 
On  the  third  Tuesday  of  January,  1863,  a  full  Board  of  officers 
shall  be  chosen,  as  hereinafter  provided,  who,  at  their  first  regular 
meeting,  shall  proceed  to 'divide  themselves,  by  lot,  into  two  classes, 
consisting  each  of  six  members;  one  of  which,  constituting  the 
first  class,  shall  serve  one  year;  and  the  other,  constituting  the 
second  class,  shall  serve  two  years ;  and,  at  each  succeeding  annual 
election,  six  members  only  shall  be  elected,  to  serve  two  years,  to 
fill  the  places  of  those  whose  terms  shall  then  expire.  And  no 
member  of  this  Association  shall  be  eligible  to  a  seat  in  the  Board 
of  Directors  unless  he  shall  have  been  a  member  for  at  least  twelve 
months  previous  to  the  election." 

Also,  in  Article  2,  of  Chapter  II,  insert  after  tho  word  "dues" 
the  following,  to-wit: 

"And  no  member  of  this  Assciation  shall  bo.  entitled  to  vote  at 
any  election  for  officers,  unless  he  shall  have  been  a  member  at 
least  three  months  previous  to  said  election. 

The  above  report  is  respectfully  submitted. 

On  behalf  of  the  board  of  Directors, 

JOHN  H.  BEACH, 

President 
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JANUARY  19th,  1863. 


The  Twelfth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Stockholders  of  the  Mercan- 
tile Library  Hall  Company  was  held  in  the  Booms  of  the  Mercan- 
tile Library  Association,  on  Monday  evening,  Jan.  19,  1863. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Yice  President,  Wayman 
Grow,  Esq.,  on  whose  motion,  Edward  Brooks,  Esq.,  was  appointed 
Chairman,  and  Edward  Y.  Ware,  Secretary. 

The  proceedings-of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  were  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

The  Yice  President  made  a  verbal  report  of  the- condition  of  the 
Company,  and  that  four  bonds  had  been  paid  by  the  Mercantile 
Library  Association,  agreeably  to  the  arrangement  made  with 
them. 

On  motion,  the  report  was  accepted. 

The  Eeport  of  the  Treasurer,  S.  A.  Eanlett,  was  read,  and,  on 
motion,  was  adopted. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer's  Eeport  and  the  Proceedings  of 
this  Meeting  be  furnished  to  the  Library  Association  for  publica- 
tion with  its  Annual  Eeport. 
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In  accordance  with  the  Constitution,  an  election  was  then  held 
for  nine  Directors,   in   the  Hall  Company,  for  the  ensuing  year. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  adjourned. 

EDWARD  BROOKS,  Chairman. 
Edw.  Y.  Ware,  fiec'y. 


•  %  • 


Mercantile  Library  Hall,   ) 
St.  Louis,  January  19,  1863.       j 

To  the  Stockholders  of  the 

Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company, 
We,  the  undersigned  Inspectors,  appointed  in  conformity  to  the  Constitution 
ef  your  Company  to  superintend  an  election  for  Directors  to  serve  the  ensuing 
year,  do  certify  that  the  election  was  held  pursuant  to  a  notice  in  the  public 
prints,  between  the  hours  of  eight  and  nine  o'clock,  p.  m.,  of  this  day,  and  that 
the  following  named  nine  Directors  received  the  largest  number  of  votes  cast, 
and  are  duly  elected  : 

James  E.  Yeatman 6,866 

Wayman  Crow 6,866 

H.  D.  Bacon 6,866 

H.  E.  Bridge 6,866 

C  S.  Greeley 6,866 

R.  K.  Wood 6,866 

S.  A.  Ranlett 6,865 

Wm.  M.  Morrison 6,866 

Edw.  Broqks 6,851 

EDW'D  Y.  WARE, 
EDWARD  BROOKS, 
JOHN  W.  LUKE. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

+ 

S.  A.  RANLETT,  Treasurer, 

In  acct.  with  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company  of  St.  Louis. 

1862.  Dr. 

Jan'y  20.     To  balance $     47  87 

"  Mercantile  Library  Association,   Insurance 126  66 

May    20.  "  "  "  Same 132  00 

1.  "                "                    "           3  Bonds,  13,  14,  15...     3,000  00 

20.  "  "  "  Coupons 900  00 

Nov.      1.  "  "  "  Coupons 760  00 

1863, 

Jan'y  15.  "  ••  "  Insurance 215  00 

Bond  No.  16 1,000  00 


a  <.  a 


$6,171  53 

1862.  Credit.- 

Jan'y  27.     By  Insurance  paid  Floating  Dock, $37  50 

Mar.   12.  "  Western  Mutual, 30  00 

"    13.  "  Home  Mutual, 17  50 

April  29.  "  State 41  66 

$126  66 

May  1.        Bills  Payable— Bonds  Nos.  13,  14  and  15  paid 3,000  00 

"  "  "  "         Coupon,  6  mos 900  00 

"  8.        Insurance— City  Mutual $51  00 

"  "  "  Franklin, 37  50 

"  '«  "  Mound  City 13  50 

"  "  "  Hope, 30  00 

$132  00 

"  *'        Expense  acct. — Lock  and  Stationery 1  10 

Nov.    1.        Bills  Payable— Coupons  6  mos 750  00 

1863 

Jan.  15.        Insurance — Atlantic $37  75 

United  States 37  75 

St.  Louis 37  75 

Marine 37  75 

Mound    City 26  25 

Floating  Dock 37  75 

1862.  215  00 

Feb.  17.        Bills  Payable— Bond  No.  16  paid 1,000  00 

By  Balance 46  77 

$6,171  58 


Trial  Balance  Sheet  of  the  Books  of  Mercantile  Library  Hall 

Company,  January  15,  1863. 

Dr. 

Cash  onhand $        46  77 

Interest  account 6,237  03 

Mercantile  Library  Hall 108,970  30 

Expense  account 271  90 

115,626  00 

Ck. 

Bills  Payable $  18,100  00 

Stock 97,426  00 

$115,526  00 


KEPOKT  OF  THE  AUDITING  COMMITTEE. 

We.  the  undersigned,  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  report 
that  we  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  with  the 
Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company  of  St.  Louis,  with  the  vouchers 
for  the  same,  and  find  them  correct. 

WAYMAN  CROW, 

Chairman  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 


ST.    LOUIS 

South-West  Corner  of  Fifth  and  LocustgStreets 


|gp-  Anyyarson  [of  either  sex)  may  become  entitled   to  all  Urn 
i-iv  legi  -  oftlio  Lii'.iiARv,  "ii  the  following 
TEBMS: 
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Clerk's  Annual  Subscription 

Propria  Lor  ■    Wnl  r :c   Poe 

Proprietor's  A al   Subscription,. 

~  i  trail  pi-  Pee)  Amim!  Siil'»''U|.n..ii...     ■'  l"1 


All  ■'!  UP!    !"■:■ 
Uft  Womb  ■ 

M.  b._ stock  ofHall  company  taken  tor  subscript! 

Sdbaoriptions  may  be  commenced  on  any  date  daring  ti 
upon  application  to  tbc  Aotoaby. 
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ASSOCIATION, 


JANUABY   14,   1862. 
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ST.    LOUIS: 

GEORGE  KNAPP  k  CO.,  PRINTERS  AND  BINDERS. 
'       1862. 


TERMS    OP    MEMBERSHIP. 


[Extract  from  the  Constitution  of  the  St.  Lottie  Mercantile  Library  Association.] 

Chapter  I. — Art.  3.  Any  person  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  may, 
upon  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  become  a  member  of  this 
Association  on  the  following  terms  :  Subscriln'ng  the  Constitution ;  and, 
if  a  clerk,  paying  an  initiation  fee  of  two  dollars,  and  the  further  sum  of 
seventy-five  cents,  quarterly,  in  advance ;  and,  if  in  business  on  his  own 
account,  paying  an  initiation  fee  of  five  dollars,  and  the  further  sum  of 
two  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  semi-annually,  in  advance. 

Art.  5.  Persons  not  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  may,  upon  the 
approval  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  the  semi-annual  payment,  in 
advance,  of  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  become  beneficiary  members,  en- 
titled to  all  the  privileges  of  regular  membership  except  the  right  to  vote 
and  hold  office. 

Art.  6.  Any  person  paying  one  hundred  dollars  at  any  one  time  shall 
become  a  life  member,  and,  if  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  shall  enjoy 
the  full  privileges  of  membership. 


RULES  FOR  THE  ISSUE  OF  BOOKS,  ETC. 

[Extract  from  Regulations  of  the  Library.] 

Art.  I.  The  Library  and  Reading  Rooms  shall  be  open  every  day  from 
ten  o'clock  a.  m.  until  ten  o'clock  p.  x.,  excepting  Sundays,  the  Fourth 
of  July,  Christmas  and  New- Year. 

Art.  II.  The  Librarian  shall  deliver  to  any  member  applying  personally, 
or  to  his  written  order,  one  volume,  if  it  be  a  folio  or  quarto ;  and  one 
book  or  set,  (not  exceeding  three  volumes,)  if  an  ootavo,  a  duodecimo,  or 
a  volume  of  less  size. 

Art.  XII.  Every  member  may  detain  each  book  or  set,  delivered  as 
aforesaid,  if  it  be  a  folio  or  quarto,  four  weeks ;  an  octavo,  three  weeks ; 
or  a  book  or  set  of  less  size,  two  weeks ;  except  new  publications,  which, 
until  they  have  been  in  the  Library  two  months,  shall  not  be  detained,  an 
octavo  longer  than  two  weeks,  and  books  of  less  size  one  week,  and  which 
shall  not  be  renewed.  No  book  shall  be  reserved  by  the  Librarian  for  any 
Director  or  member. 

Art.  XIII.  Any  member  who  shall  detain  a  book  or  set  longer  than  the 
time  above  limited,  respectively,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  Librarian, 
for  every  day  a  volume  is  so  detained,  if  it  be  a  folio,  four  cents;  a 
quarto,  three  cents ;  an  ootavo,  two  cents ;  if  it  be  a  duodecimo  or  smaller 
volume,  or  pamphlet,  one  cent;  Provided,  always,  if  a  whole  set  be  taken 
out  and  a  part  be  detained  longer  than  the  time  above  limited,  the  fine 
shall  be  exacted  for  each  book  not  returned ;  and  if  such  book  be  detain- 
ed one  week  beyond  the  time  above  limited,  the  forfeiture  shall  be  double. 


BOARD    OF   DIRECTION   FOR    1858 


Matthew  V.  L.  McClelland,  President. 

John  B.  S.  Lemoine,  Vice  President. 

George  H.  Loker,  Treasurer. 

George  R.  Wilson,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Calvin  Wi  Marsh,  Recording  Secretary. 

John  Christopher, 

John  A.  Brown  lee, 

Robert  H.  Da  via, 

F.  R.  Alexander,  y      Directors. 

Sydenham  R.  Clarke, 

Sol.  Scott,  Jr., 

*  George  W.  Tracy, 


Wm.  P.  Curtis,  Librarian. 

Stephen  Massoch,  Jr.,  Assistant  Librarian. 

Samuel  Clegg,  Janitor. 


BOARD    OF    DIRECTION   FOR    1859 


John  B.  S.  Lemoine,  President. 
Robert  H.  Davis,   Vice  President. 
Samuel  Copp,  Jr.,  Treasurer. 
Alfred  Carr,  Corresponding  Secretary. 
John  W.  Clark,  Recording  Secretary. 
Lawrence  Kingsland, 
Frank  R.  Alexander, 
John  H.  Siegrist, 

Calvin  W.  Marsh,  ±     Directors. 

Isaac  V.  W.  Dutchbr, 
Sol.  Scott,  Jr., 
Wm.  C.  Buchanan, 


Wm.  P.  Curtis,  Librarian. 

Stephen  Massoch,  Jr.,  Assistant  Librarian. 

William  Schulze,  Janitor, 


•  August  8d,  1858,  Gio.  W.  Tracy  resigned,  and  on  Sept.  7th,  Lawrence  Kiuqslakd  wm 
elected  to  the  vacancy. 


BOARD    OF    DIRECTION   FOR    1860 


John  B.  S.  Lemoine,  President, 

Robert  H.  Davis,   Vice  President. 

S.  H.  Laflin,  Treasurer. 

Alfred  Carr,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Archie  Robinson,  Recording  Secretary. 

George  D.  Hall, 

John  H.  Siegrist, 

John  D.  Lapslet, 

C.  W.  Marsh,  i      Directors. 

Colton  Greene, 

C.  C.  Ferguson, 

John  H.  Beach, 


Thos.  L.  Moore,  Actuary.  ^ 

Edward  Wm.  Johnston,  Librarian. 
William  Anderson,  1st  Assistant  Librarian. 
George  Anderson,  2d  Assistant  Librarian. 
George  Hors,  Janitor. 


BOARD    OF   DIRECTION   FOR    1861 


Alfred  Carr,  President. 

Calvin  W.  Marsh,  Vice  President. 

B.  M.  Runyan,  Treasurer. 

Charles  Miller,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Archie  Robinson,  Recording  Secretary. 

John  H.  Beach, 

George  D.  Hall, 

John  R.  Evans, 

Daniel  Gilchrist, 

0.  B.  Filley, 

C.  W.  Keiser, 
H.  C.  Marston, 


Directors. 


John  N.  Dyer,  Actuary. 

Edward  Wm.  Johnston,  Librarian. 

John  J.  Bailey,  1st  Assistant  Librarian. 

William  Anderson,  2nd  Assistant  Librarian. 

Louis  S.  McClure,  3d  Assistant  Librarian. 

Gerge  Hobs,  Janitor. 


BOARD    OF   DIRECTION   FOR    1862 


John  H.  Beach,  President. 

Charles  Miller,  Vice  President. 

John  E.  Yore,  Treasurer. 

Charles  L.  Thompson,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Henry  C.  Marston,  Recording  Secretary. 

William  A.  Moffett, 

James  S.  Wilgus, 

Henrt  Senter, 

O.  B.  Fillet,  y      Directors. 

Geo.  W.  Parker, 

John  R.  Lionberger, 

Joseph  M.  Hanson, 


John  N.  Dyer,  Actuary. 

Edward  Wm.  Johnston,  Librarian. 

John  J.  Bailey,  1st  Assistant  Librarian. 

William  H.  H.  Anderson,  2nd  Assistant  Librarian. 

George  Hors,  Janitor. 
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JANUARY     14th,    1862. 
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At  the  Sixteenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  St.  Louis  Mercan- 
tile Library  Association,  held  in  the  small  hall  of  the  Library 
building,  on  the  evening  of  the  14th  January,  1862,  the  meet- 
ing was  called  to  order  by  Alfred  Carr,  Esq.,  President  of 
the  Association,  on  whose  motion  Hudson  E.  Bridge,  Esq., 
was  called  to  the  Chair,  and  E.  Wilkerson  and  Wm.  H.  Thom- 
son were  appointed  Secretaries. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  were  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer,  B.  M.  Runyan,  Esq.,  was  then 
read,  by  C.  W.  Marsh,  Esq.,  and,  on  motion,  was  accepted 
and  adopted. 

The  following  report  was  made  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means : 

St.  Louis,  January  14, 1862. 

The  undersigned,  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  the  Mercantile  Library 
Association,  have  examined  the  Treasurer's  accounts  and  find  them  correct,  and 
that  he  has  proper  Touchers  for  all  expenditures. 

JOHN  H.  BEACH, 
DANIEL  GILCHRIST. 
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The  President  of  the  Association  read  the  Annual  Report  of 
the  Board  of  Directors,  which,  on  motion,  was  also  accepted 
and  adopted. 

Mr.  Edward  Brooks  offered  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  in  the  increased  number  of  readers  and  books  issued  from  the 
Library,  in  the  judicious  purchase  of  twenty-one  hundred  shares  of  stock  in 
the  Library  Hall  Company,  at  such  a  reduction  upon  its  par  value,  and  in  the 
rery  handsome  gain  of  property  for  the  year,  we  have  a  gratifying  evidence  01 
the  energy  and  success  which  have  characterized  the  administration  of  Alfred 
Cask,  Esq.,  and  his  associate  officers  and  directors. 

Resolved,  That  in  grateful  appreciation  of  their  services,  we  hereby  tender 
them  the  thanks  ot  this  Association. 

On  motion,  the  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted. 
The   following   resolution  was    offered    by   Mr.   John   R. 
Tbiplett: 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  are  hereby  instructed  to  have  one 
thousand  copies  of  the  Reports  of  the  Directors,  Treasurer  and  Auditing  Com- 
mittee of  this  Association,  and  also  of  the  next  Annual  Report  of  the  Mercan- 
tile Library  Hall  Company,  printed  in  pamphlet  form  for  gratuitous  circula- 
tion. 

Which  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  C.  Ferguson,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  furnished  the 
city  papers  for  publication. 

On  motion  of  J.  B.  S.  Lemoine,  Esq.,  the  meeting  ad- 
journed. 

HUDSON  E.  BRIDGE,  Chairman. 


E.   WlLKERSON,  >      a         .      . 

_      _   _      '         y    Secretaries. 
Wm.  H.  Thomson,  ) 


TREASURER'S    REPORT. 


*  ♦ 


Rooms  Mercantile  Library  Association,) 
St.  Louis,  January  14,  1862.     J 

The  Treasurer  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Association  submits  the 
accompanying  documents  as  his  Report  of  the  Receipts  and  Expendi- 
tures for  the  last  year,  and  the  present  financial  condition  of  the' 
Association,  viz : 

Exhibit  "A"  — Cash  Account. 

Exhibit  "B"  —  Balance  Sheet. 

Exhibit  "C"  —  Profit  and  Loss  Account. 

B.  M.  RUNYAN,  Treasurer. 

EXHIBIT   "A"  — CASH  ACCOUNT. 


Receipts. 

To  Balance  from  S.  H.  Laflin, 

Treasurer 

Initiation  fees 

Proprietors'  subscription, 
Clerks1  "     .... 

Beneficiaries'        " 

Life  Memberships 

Hall  Receipts : 

Grand  Hall  .  •  .  $2,970  40 

Small  Hall 760  00 

Stores 2,795  62 


$  44  83 

269  00 
1,907  60 
1,577  25 
1,208  50 

600  00 


Small  iron  safe  sold 

Old  water  cooler  sold 

Newspapers  sold 

Fines  

Books  lost  and  paid  for  •  * 

Catalogues  sold 

Lectures 

Interest  

Insurance 

Bills  receivable 

John  Mayger 

Bills  payable 


6,526  02 

20  00 

2  00 

1  25 

817  80 

22  15 

32  50 

434  25 

9  83 

10  00 

838  83 

61  17 

8,900  00 


$17,682  88 


l*o  balance  on  hand  this  date  •  •  •  $82  30 


Expenditures. 

By  Advertising 

Books • 

Bills  payable 

Fuel 

Fine  Arts 

Interest,  discount  and  ex- 
change   

Insurance 

Hall  expenditures 

Lights •••  • 

Librarians'  salaries 

Mercantile  Library  Hall 
Company 

Mercantile   Library  Hall 
Stock 

Binding  account 

Lectures      "       

Newspapers 

Printing  account 

Postage  ...    

Periodicals 

Stationery ••••• 

Profit  and  loss 

John  Mayger's  Notes •••• 

John  R.  Drew 

Balance  on  hand*.* 


$  27  00 
435  01 

2,800  00 

115  40 

43  00 

211  99 

286  25 

2,077  88 

1,174  70 

2,216  70 

4,697  60 

1,000  00 
112  20 
282  25 
186  65 
143  76 

62  05 
823  25 

69  97 

94  70 

1,138  83 

162  60 

82  30 


$17,682  88 
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EXHIBIT   "B"  —  BALANCE    SHEET. 


Dr. 

To  Book  account $26,722  08 

Book  donation  account,  9,508  57 

Bills  receivable      "...  1,850  00 

Cash  account 82  o0 

Catalogue  account 968  38 

Debts   receivable  acc't,  -50  00 

Fine  Arts  account 16,579  05 

Furniture  account 3,242  37 

Mercantile  Library  Hall 

Co.  Stock 67,700  00 

Periodicals 1,056  23 

Sunday   Reform    Asso- 
ciation   50  00 

John  Mayger's  account,  538  83 

John  R.  Drew's  acc't-.  279  18  i 

Alex.  E.  Fraser's  acc't,  358  00 

$127,984  99 


Cr. 

By  Stock  account $116,114  99 

Bills  payable 11,870  00 


$127,984  99 


EXHIBIT   "C"  — PROFIT  AND  LOSS   ACCOUNT. 


Dr. 
To  Advertising  account*.  ••      $  27  00 

Binding  account Ill  00 

Fuelaccount 115  40 

Insurance  account 275  25 

Interest,  discount  and  ex- 
change         202  16 

Lights  account 1,174  70 

Librarian's  account  •  •  •  •      2,216  70 
Newspapers  account ••••        135  40 

Postage  account 62  05 

Printing  account 143  75 

Stationery  account 59  97 

Worthless  money 8  00 

Money  subscribed,  and 
heretofore  counted  as 
cash,  for  purchase  of 
Baron  Von  Hum- 
bolt's  Portrait,  which 
has  never  been  re- 
ceived   91  70 

Stock  account — net  gain 

this  year 16,069  19 


Cr. 

By  Book  donation  account,  $725  75 

Books  lost  and  paid  for,  22  15 

Initiation    fees  account,  287  00 

Proprietors'  account ••••  2,162  60 

Clerks'  account 1,604  26 

Beneficiaries'   account* •  1,368  50 

Life  memberships'  acc't,  2,750  00 

Stock  Donation  account  80  00 

Hall  account 547  32 

Lectures  account* 152  00 

Fines  account 317  80 

Fine  Arts  account 840  00 

Mercantile  Library  Hall 

Stock 9,830  00 


$20,687  27 


$20,687  27 


SIXTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


or   TBI 


BOARD   OP  DIRECTORS 


OF    THE 


ST.  LOUIS  MERCANTILE  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION. 


Gentlemen:  In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  our 
Constitution,  we  this  evening  present  you  with  the  Sixteenth 
Annual  Report  of  the  Directors  of  the  Mercantile  Library 
Association. 

When  you  take  into  consideration  the  utter  prostration  01 
business  in  our  city  during  the  past  year,  it  will  not  be  sur- 
prising that  we  are  unable  to  make  an  exhibit  of  our  affairs  so 
prosperous  as  in  former  years. 

Prom  the  above  named  cause  has  followed  a  decrease  of 
rents,  by  which  our  revenue  has  been  correspondingly  dimin- 
ished. We  have  also  sustained  a  great  loss  of  members  by 
removal  and  other  causes  brought  about  by  the  agitated  state 
of  the  country.  In  view  of  these  facts,  wo  trust  you  will 
readily  make  allowance  for  the  falling  off  in  the  results  of  our 
management. 

To  enable  you  the  better  to  understand  and  appreciate  the 
difficulties  under  which  we  have  labored,  we  here  submit  a 
comparative  statement  of  the  cash  receipts  for  the  past  four 
years : 

1858.  1859.  1860.  1861. 

From  Memberships $6,828.55  $6,413.25  $6,717.45  $5,462.25 

"      Stores 4,699.29  4,731.61  5,057.40  2,795.62 

"      Grand  Hall 2,605.00  3,811.60  8,386.65  2,970.40 

"      Small  Hall 2,273.25  2,101.00  1,616.90  76000 

Total $16,866.05        $17,057.46        $16,678.40       $11,988,27 
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This  shows  a  falling  off  in  the  receipts  of  about  $5,000, 
which  explains  more  fully  than  anything  we  could  say  the 
causes  of  our  deficiency. 

You  have  retired  two  bonds  of  the  Hall  Company,  due  May 
1st,  1861,  and  paid  the  semi-annual  interest  of  $2,000 — 
amounting,  bonds  and  interest,  to  $4,000.  The  remaining 
bond  of  $1,000,  also  due  last  May,  is  still  held  by  S.  A.  Ran- 
lett,  Esq.,  the  usual  semi-annual  interest  being  guaranteed. 

The  wise  policy  of  acquiring  the  stock  of  the  Mercantile 
Library  Hall  Company,  which  was  adopted  at  an  early  day, 
and  since  pursued  with  such  success,  that  at  the  last  annual 
meeting  the  Association  was  reported  to  be  holder  of  forty- 
five  hundred  and  seventy-six  shares  of  this  stock,  has  been 
steadily  adhered  to  by  your  present  Board. 

Twenty-one  hundred  shares  ($21,000)  of  stock  in  the  Hall 
Company,  originally  held  by  a  gentleman  whose  liberality  to 
your  Association  has  been  signally  conspicuous,  had  unavoid- 
ably passed  into  other  hands,  and  during  the  past  year  has 
been  purchased  by  your  Board  on  the  following  terms : 

Cash $1,000 

Note  at  12  months 1,000 

Note  at  18  months 1,000 

Note  at  24  months 1,000 

Note  at  36  months 2,000 

Note  at  48  months 2,000 

Note  at  60  months 2,000 

With  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the  deferred 

payments  after  the  first  year,  amounting  to 1,170 

For  which  also  notes  were  given,  making  a  total  in  principal  and  in- 
terest of •. $11,170 

For  these  amounts,  less  the  cash  payment,  the  obligations  of 
the  Association  were  issued.  A  stipulation  was  made  by  the 
holder  of  the  stock  as  a  condition  of  the  sale,  that  one-fifth  of 
the  amount  should  be  obtained  by  subscription,  thereby  re- 
lieving the  resources  of  the  Association  to  that  extent. 

This  amount  was  easily  obtained  from  a  few  generous  friends 
of  the  Library. 

In  addition  to  this  special  acquisition  of  stock,  you  have 
secured  by  purchase,  in  exchange  for  memberships,  eighty-six 
shares ;  and  you  have  received  eight  shares — five  from  W.  H. 
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Gilman,  two  from  Albert  Todd,  Esq.,  and  one  from  John 
Knapp — making  the  gain  for  the  past  year  2,194  shares, 
amounting  to  $21,940,  and  placing  your  Association  in  pos- 
session of  6,770  shares  of  stock,  the  par  value  of  which  may 
be  stated  at  $67,700,  being  a  little  more  than  two-thirds  of 
the  total  stock  of  the  Hall  Company. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  future  Boards  may  meet  with  similar 
success  in  this  direction,  and  the  Library  Association  become 
the  exclusive  owner  of  this  stock. 

The  walls  and  ceilings  of  the  halls,  ante-rooms  and  office 
have  been  whitened  and  repaired.  With  this  exception  you 
have  been  taxed  with  no  unusual  repairs  on  the  building. 
We  have  purchased  the  large  iron  safe  in  your  office  at  a  cost 
of  $125,  thereby  supplying  a  want  which  has  long  been  felt, 
of  a  secure  repository  for  your  records,  papers,  &c,  &c.  The 
salaries  of  your  employees  have  been  reduced  from  $2,950  to 
$1,650,  and  you  have  dispensed  with  the  services  of  one  of  the 
Assistant  Librarians.  We  have  economized  in  fuel  by  using 
coke  instead  of  anthracite  coal,  which  we  find  answers  the 
purpose  of  heating,  and  is  more  free  from  dust  and  smoke — 
the  bill  for  the  whole  year  being  but  $115.40,  whereas  for  the 
five  preceding  years  it  had  averaged  over  $370. 

The  deficiency  already  mentioned  amounts  to  $2,700,  which 
is  in  the  following  shape :  one  bond  of  $1,000,  held  by  S.  A. 
Ranlett  ;  one  note  of  $900  at  Merchants'  Bank,  and  one  of 
$800  at  Southern  Bank. 

The  note  of  the  Association  to  G.  C.  Bingham,  Esq.,  amount- 
ing to  $600,  for  the  balance  due  on  account  of  the  Humboldt 
picture,  fell  due  on  the  30th  of  April,  and  was  paid  out  of  the 
funds  of  the  Association — the  committee  appointed  for  that 
purpose  being  unable  to  collect  anything.  We  were  also  com- 
pelled to  pay  a  note  of  John  Mayger,  amounting  to  $600, 
which  had  been  discounted  and  the  proceeds  used  by  the  last 
administration. 

A  due  bill  of  J.  R.  Drew,  for  $190,  also  included  in  their 
cash  receipts,  still  remains  unpaid,  making  a  total  of  $790. 
These  assets  were  considered  good  at  the  time,  but  thus  far 
we  have  been  unable  to  realize  anything  from  them. 
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MEMBERSHIP. 

We  regret  to  state  that  our  books  show  a  loss  instead  of  an 
increase  of  members  during  the  year,  a  fact  which  has  hap- 
pened to  your  Association  but  once  before.  We  have  lost 
during  the  year  600  members,  of  which  the  large  number  of 
420  have  left  the  city,  and  we  have  gained  during  the  same 
period  281  new  members,  leaving  a  net  loss  for  the  year  of 
319  members, 

The  total  membership,  December  31,  1861,  was  1,705, 
classed  as  follows  : 

Life  Members -». 471 

Proprietors '- > 388 

Clerks 547 

Beneficiaries - 299 

Total 1,705 

Although  this  deficiency  resulted  from  no  want  of  zeal  or 
activity  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  yet  the  exhibit  is  none  the 
less  mortifying  on  that  account. 

As  our  revenue  from  other  sources  is  very  much  reduced, 
we  must  hereafter  rely  more  on  memberships,  and  we  would 
therefore  respectfully  suggest  to  our  successors  in  office  the 
importance  of  an  early  and  active  canvass  for  the  same.  The 
city  of  St.  Louis  has  been  justly  proud  of  the  Mercantile 
Library  Association,  and  our  citizens  cannot  but  feel  the  im- 
portance of  its  prosperity.  The  appeal  would  not  be  made 
to  them  in  vain,  and  we  doubt  not  that  they  would  come  for- 
ward with  their  influence,  aided  by  the  interest  they  feel  in 
the  complete  success  of  the  institution,  and  with  their  hearts 
and  hands  strengthen,  in  the  hour  of  need,  an  enterprise  in 
which  the  glory  of  our  city  is  so  much  involved. 

LECTURES. 

Under  an  engagement  made  by  the  former  Committee, 
Bayard  Taylor,  Esq.,  delivered  two  lectures  before  the  Asso- 
ciation, on  the  19th  and  21st  of  February  last,  both  of  which 
were  well  attended.  His  subjects  were :  Humboldt — Man  and 
Clime.  He  was  followed  by  the  Rev.  Dwight  W.  Marsh,  of 
Mosul,  Turkey  in  Asia,  who  lectured  before  you  March  14,  on 
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Nineveh.  To  this  gentleman,  as  you  are  aware,  you  are  in- 
debted for  the  large  marble  slab  in  the  ante-room  of  your 
Library,  which  was  excavated  from  f,he  ruins  of  Nineveh,  and 
presented  to  you  in  1855.  The  Rev.  E.  M.  Marvin  of  this 
city,  delivered  the  next  lecture  before  you,  December  3d. 
Subject :  The  Vindication  of  Faith.  Dr.  Chas.  A.  Pope  de- 
livered the  last  lecture,  December  10. 

The  Committee  have  two  engagements  for  the  next  year, 
the  first  with  Bayard  Taylor,  which  will  have  been  delivered 
before  the  presentation  of  this  report,  and  the  other  with  the 
Rev.  Father  Ryan  of  this  city,  which  is  also  to  be  delivered 
during  the  present  month.  Invitations  were  also  addressed  to 
the  Hon.  Edward  Everett,  Hon.  Joseph  Holt,  Rev.  Dr.  T.  M. 
Post,  Rev.  Mr.  Brooks  of  this  city,  and  others,  all  of  whom 
were  compelled  to  decline,  on  account  of  other  engagements. 

Total  receipts $434  26 

Expenses 282  25 

Leaving  a  balance  of  ••• $152  00  net  gain. 

BOOKS. 

In  consequence  of  the  reduced  revenue,  the  book  pur- 
chases have  been  confined  to  the  current  literature  of  the  day. 
There  have  been  added  to  your  Library,  during  the  year,  by 
purchase,  books  and  periodicals  valued  at  $759.46,  and  you 
have  had  donated,  during  the  same  time,  325  volumes,  valued 
at  $725.75. 

You  have  had  bound  and  placed  on  your  shelves  forty-four 
volumes  of  periodicals,  valued  at  $168.05.  The  whole  num- 
ber of  volumes  in  the  Library,  on  the  31st  of  December,  in 
actual  use,  was  18,427,  estimated  at  $35,230.65.  This  does 
not  include  duplicates,  set  aside  as  not  necessary  for  present 
use,  or  for  exchange.  The  books  presented  during  the  year 
number  325,  from  the  following  persons  and  associations  : 

D.  Dana,  Jr., 
Ira  Divoll, 

E.  S.  Ensell, 
Daniel  Gilchrist, 
Edward  W.  Johnston, 
George  Knapp  k  Co., 
Rickey  k  Carroll, 
Chas.  E.  King, 


Rev.  Wm.  Crowell, 
W.  H.  H.  Anderson, 
R.  A.  Bakewell. 
Hon.  J.  R.  Barret, 
John  J.  Bailey, 
Francis  R.  Bill, 
Alfred  Carr, 
Lucien  W.  Coy, 
2 


18 


Ignatius  Lucas, 
Robt.  McKenna, 
Dr.  J.  B.  McDowell, 
Hon.  Trusten  Polk, 
Dr.  S.  Pollak, 
E.  Rameau, 
W.  H.  Stephens, 
Prof.  R.  L.  Tafel, 
Isaac  M.  Veitch, 


Chas.  H.  Wyman, 
Ohio  State  Library, 
Redwood  Library, 
Smithsonian  Institute, 
State  of  Missouri, 
San  Francisco  Mercantile 

Library, 
Tennessee  State  Library. 


The    following   newspapers   have  been    received   free    of 


charge : 


American    Railway  Review,    from 

Anzieger  des  Westens,  " 

Charleston  Courier,  " 

Canton  Weekly  Register, 

Central  Christian  Advocate, 

Commercial  Bulletin  of  Boston,  " 

Dubuque  Herald, 

Frankfort  Commonwealth, 

Galveston  News, 

Gate  City, 

Home  Journal, 

Illinois  State  Register, 

Ironton  Furnace, 

Legal  Record  and  Advertiser, 

Missouri  Republican, 

Missouri  Democrat, 

Missouri  State  Journal, 

Memphis  Enquirer, 

Mobile  Register, 

Mobile  Daily  Advertiser, 

New  York  News, 

New  York  Day  Book, 

New  York  World, 

New  York  Ilerald, 

Nashville  Patriot, 

Nashville  Gazette, 

Nashville  Union, 

Ohio  State  Journal, 

Richmond  Enquirer, 

Revue  de  POuest. 

St.  Louis  Evening  News, 

St.  Louis  Morning  Herald, 

St.  Louis  Observer, 

St.  Louis  Christian  Advocate, 

Sunday  School  Times, 


cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 

CC 

cc 


cc 


CC 


CC 


CC 
CC 
CC 

« 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


Publishers. 
Messrs.  Boern stein. 
A.  S.  Willington  &  Co. 
Davison  &  Nicolet. 
Poe  &  Hitchcock. 
Curtis  Guild. 
D.  A.  Mahony  &  Co. 
A.  G.  Hodges  &  Co. 
Richardson  &  Co. 
J.  B.  Howell  &  Co. 
Morris  &  Willis. 
C.  H.  Lanphier. 
Lindsay  &  Cooper. 
M.  Neidner. 
George  Knapp  &  Co. 
McKee  &  Fishback. 
M.  Neidner. 
Solon  Borland. 
John  Forsyth. 
W.  G.  Clark  &  Co. 
Hon.  Ben.  Wood. 
Van  Evrie,  Horton  &  Olney. 
the  Publishers. 
Saml.  B.  Bulloch. 
A.  S.  Camp  6c  Co. 
James  T.  Bell  &  Co. 
J.  0.  Griffith  k  Co. 
Hurt,  Allen  &  Co. 
Tyler,  Wise  &  Allegree. 
J.  Wolf. 

C.  G.  Ramsay  &  Co. 
James  L.  Faucett. 
A.  F.  Cox. 

D.  R.  Mc Anally. 
Sherman  Spencer. 
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You  also  receive  the  following  foreign  newspapers : 


London  Daily  Times. 
London  Examiner. 


Le  Moniteur  Universal. 
L'Indcpendance  Beige. 


There  have  been  added  to  your  Library  many  very  val- 
uable coins  and  medals,  which  by  the  industrious  and  well- 
bestowed  labor,  during  the  past  six  months  of  your  libra- 
rian, have  been  classified  and  a  descriptive  list  prepared, 
and  we  trust  ere  long  they  will  be  ready  for  exhibition  in 
the  reading  room.  Proper  frames  and  mountings  are  now 
being  made. 

Your  coins  and  medals  make  collectively  about  1,000  pieces, 
valued  at  $1,250.  We  have  of  ancient  Greek,  Roman,  and 
Egyptian  dating  from  Ptolemy  Sotor,  324  years  B.  0.  to  Val- 
entinian  375  A.  C,  of  gold,  silver  and  bronze  250  pieces;  a 
very  rare  and  valuable  collection,  and  one  seldom  to  be  seen 
in  an  American  cabinet.  These  were  presented  by  Felix 
Valle,  Esq.,  of  Ste.  Genevieve,  and  to  this  gentleman  you 
are  also  indebted  for  a  number  of  Egyptian  antiquities,  among 
which  is  to  be  found  a  scroll  of  Papyrus,  in  hieroglyphics,  in 
an  unusual  state  of  preservation. 

Dr.  H.  J.  McKellops  of  this  city,  has  taken  great  interest 
in  this  department,  and  has  very  much  assisted  us  in  com- 
pleting what  is  very  difficult  and  costly  of  formation — the  cop- 
per series  of  our  own  country. 

To  S.  A.  Ranlett,  Esq.,  you  are  indebted  for  about  forty 
pieces  chiefly  Chinese. 

• 

From  Dr.  Joseph  Scott,  you  have  received  a  choice  series 
of  Swiss  and  Italian  pieces,  which  went  far  towards  giving  us, 
by  the  help  of  other  contributions,  specimens  of  the  modern 
coinage  of  those  countries. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The  reports  from  Master  C.  G.  Clement,  the  incumbent  of 
the  Wayman  Crow  Scholarship,  in  the  Washington  Univer- 
sity, are  still  creditable. 

The  regular  annual  examination  was  made  in  November, 
and  through  the  facility  afforded  the  committee,  by  the  order 
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and  systematic  arrangement  of  the  books  maintained  since 
the  locking  of  the  cases,  they  were  enabled  to  complete  it  in 
one  day.  Heretofore,  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  close 
the  Library  during  this  examination  for  several  days,  in 
some  instances  for  a  whole  week.  This  examination,  which 
we  believe  to  be  the  most  complete  ever  made,  showed  a 
total  loss  of  911  volumes  since  the  formation  of  the  Library. 
Your  Board  have  continued  the  taking  of  the  census  of  the 
reading  room  at  a  stated  hour  every  evening,  which  was  com- 
menced last  year,  and  are  thus  enabled  to  present  the  follow- 
ing results : 

There  have  been,  during  the  past  twelve  months,  6,325 
readers  who  have  drawn  for  reading  within  the  Library  10,583 
volumes,  and  there  have  been  issued  during  the  same  time 
37,561  volumes  to  1,766  subscribers. 

This  of  itself  is  a  very  gratifying  evidence  of  the  firm  hold 
your  institution  has  upon  the  public  regard,  or  we  might  say 
the  degree  in  which  it  has  become  an  absolute  necessity  to  the 

whole  community. 

The  property  of  the  Association  is  insured  for  $39,700. 
You  have  also  paid  insurance  upon  the  property  of  the  Hall 
Company,  as  required  by  your  lease.  A  condensed  statement 
of  the  most  interesting  results  of  the  year  1861,  exhibits  a 
loss  of  319  members — total  number,  1,705 ;  a  gain  of  750 
volumes.  Total  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library,  18,427  ; 
valued  at  35,230.65,  and  a  net  gain  of  property  of  $16,060.19. 
Total  value  of  property  of  the  Association  on  the  31st  day  of 
December,  1861,  was  $116,114.99. 

This  Association  has  now  completed  the  sixteenth  year  of 
its  existence,  and  has  enjoyed  almost  uninterrupted  prosperity. 
Prom  a  very  humble  beginning,  it  has  risen  to  a  point  at 
which  it  compares  favorably  with  the  most  celebrated  institu- 
tions of  similar  character  in  the  country. 

The  amount  of  benefits  it  has  conferred  on  the  community 
can  be  by  no  means  calculated ;  they  are  of  a  class  that  figures 
cannot  comprehend,  and  are  only  visible  in  &  higher  standard 
of  morality  and  a  nobler  grade  of  usefulness  among  the  rising 
generation.    In  these  respects  the  Library  has  doubtless  been 
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one  of  the  most  powerful  agants  in  our  social  economy,  and 
as  its  influences  are  extended  and  power  augmented,  so  its 
beneficial  results  will  accumulate  and  become  more  apparent 
A  few  dark  clouds  may  lower  over  us  at  present,  but  we  trust 
that  in  due  time  they  will  be  dispelled,  and  the  light  which 
has  heretofore  guided  the  Association  in  its  efforts  for  good, 
will  be  developed  as  brilliantly  as  in  times  past. 

Respectfully  submitted  on  behalf  of  the  Board, 

ALFRED  CARR,  President. 
St.  Louis,  January  14,  1862. 
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BOARDS    OP    DIRECTION,    1851->56. 


For  1861. 

Altred  Vinton,  President. 
Jambs  E.  Yeatman,  Vice  President. 
Robert  M.  Renick,  Treasurer. 
Conrad  R.  Stinde,  Secretary. 

Directors. 

Hudson  E.  Bridge, 
Georor  Collier, 
William  M.  Morrison, 
John  A.  Allen, 
Oliver  D.  Fillet. 


For  1852. 

Altred  Vinton,  President. 

H.  D.  Bacon,  Vice  Pres't  &  Treas'r. 

John  A.  Allen,  Secretary. 

Directors. 

*  George  Collier, 
Conrad  R.  Stinde, 
James  E.  Yeatman, 
Hudson  E.  Bridge, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison, 
Watman  Crow. 


For  1853. 

Altrbd  Vinton,  President. 
James  E.  Yeatman,  Vice  President. 
Henry  D.  Bacon,  Treasurer. 
John  A.  Allen,  Secretary. 

Directors. 

Hudson  E.  Bridge, 
Watman  Crow, 
Conrad  R.  Stinde, 
Solon  Humphreys, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison. 


For  1854. 

Alfred  Vinton,  President. 
James  E.  Yeatman,  Vice  President. 
Henry  D.  Bacon,  Treasurer. 
John  A.  Allen,  Secretary. 

Directors. 

Hudson  E.  Bridge, 
Watman  Crow, 
Conrad  R.  Stinde, 
Solon  Humphreys, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison. 


For  1855. 

Alfred  Vinton,  President 
Wayman  Crow,  Vice  President 

t  Seth  A.  Ranlett,  Treasurer. 

t  James  Smith,  Jr.,  Secretary. 

Directors. 

t  Robert  K.  Woods, 
Hudson  E.  Bridge, 
Henrt  D.  Bacon, 
James  E.  Yeatman, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison. 

For  1856. 

James  E.  Yeatman,  President 
John  T.  Douglass,  Vice  President. 
Seth  A.  Ranlett,  Treasurer. 
James  Smith,  Jr.,  Secretary. 

Directors. 

Watman  Crow, 
Carlos  S.  Greeley, 
Robert  K.  Woods, 
Henrt  D.  Bacon, 
Edward  P.  Curtis. 


*  Qzoaoi  Collixe  deceased  July  18,  1862,  and  Jams  H.  Lucas  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy 
October  18,  1862. 

t  Messrs.  Limoins,  Bbowv,  and  Alkzandxs,  elected  Directors  at  fifth  annual  election,  January 
16,  1866,  being  ineligible,  a  special  election  was  ordered  and  held  February  96, 1866,  at  which 
time  Messrs.  Ranlett,  Smith  and  Woods  were  chosen  to  fill  the  Tacancies. 
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BOARDS    OF   DIRECTION,    1857->62. 


For  1857. 

Jambs  E.  Yeatman,  President 
John  T.  Douglass,  Vice  President. 
Seth  A.  Ranlett.  Treasurer. 
James  Smith,  Jr.,  Secretary. 

Directors. 

Robert  K.  Woods, 
Wayman  Crow, 
Carlos  S.  Greelet, 
Henry  D.  Bacon, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison. 


Far  1868. 

James  E.  Yeatman,  President. 
John  T.  Douglass,  Vice  President. 
S.  A.  Ranlett,  Secretary  &  Treas'r. 

Directors. 

James  Smith,  Jr. 
Robert  E.  Woods, 
Wayman  Crow, 
Carlos  S.  Greeley, 
Henry  D.  Bacon, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison. 


For  1869. 

James  E.  Yeatman,  President. 
John  T.  Douglass,  Vice  President. 
S.  A.  Ranlett,  Secretary  &  Treas'r. 

Directors. 

James  Smith,  Jr., 
Robert  E.  Woods, 
Wayman  Crow, 
Carlos  S.  Greeley, 
Henry  D.  Bacon, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison. 


For  1860. 

James  E.  Yeatman,  President. 
Wayman  Crow,  Vice  President. 
S.  A.  Ranlett,  Secretary  &  Treas'r. 

Directors. 

Carlos  S.  Greeley, 
Hudson  E.  Bridge, 
Robert  K.  Woods, 
James  Smith,  Jr. 
Wm.  M.  Morrison, 
H.  D.  Bacon. 


For  1861. 

James  E.  Yeitman,  President. 

Wayman  Crow,  Vice  President. 

S.  A.  Ranlett,  Secretary  &  Treas'r. 

Directors. 

H.  D.  Bacon, 
Hudson  E.  Bridge, 
Carlos  S.  Greeley, 
Robert  E.  Woods, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison, 
James  Smith,  Jr. 


For  1862. 

James  E.  Yeatman,  President. 

Wayman  Crow,  Vice  President. 

S.  A.  Ranlett,  Secretary  &  Treas'r. 

Directors. 

H.  D.  Bacon, 
H.  E.  Bridge, 
C  S.  Greeley, 
R.  E.  Wood, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison, 
Edw.  Brooks. 


PROCEEDINGS 


OF    TBI 


ELEVENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING 


Of    TBI 


nraetUc  |f itrmg  Spall  (Stompiwg, 


JANUARY    20,    1862. 


The  Eleventh  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Stockholders  of  the 
Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company  was  held  in  the  Rooms 
of  the  Mercantile  Library  Association,  on  Monday  evening, 
January  20, 1862. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  James  E. 
Yeatman,  Esq.,  on  whose  motion  Wayman  Crow,  Esq,,  was 
appointed  Chairman,  and  Edward  Brooks,  Secretary. 

The  proceedings  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  were  read  and 
approved. 

The  President  made  a  verbal  Report  of  the  condition  of  the 
Company,  and  that  one  bond  for  one  thousand  dollars  due  on 
May  1st,  1861,  the  payment  of  which  had  been  assumed  by 
the  Mercantile  Library  Association  remained  unpaid,  which 
Report,  on  motion  of  Capt.  J,  W.  Luke,  was  accepted. 

The  Report  of  the  Treasurer,  S.  A.  Ranlett,  was  read,  and 
on  motion  of  E.  Y.  Ware,  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  E.  Y.  Ware,  Esq.,  it  was 

% 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer's  Report  and  the  Proceedings  of  this 
Meeting  be  furnished  to  the  Library  Association  for  publication  with  its 
Annual  Report. 

In  accordance  with  the  Constitution,  an  election  was  then 
held  for  nine  Directors  in  the  Hall  Company  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  adjourned, 

WAYMAN  CROW,  Ch'n. 

Edw.  Brooks-,  Sec'y. 
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Mercantile  Library  Hall, 
St.  Louis,  January  20,  1862. 
To  the  Stockholders  of  the 

Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company. 

We,  the  undersigned  Inspectors,  appointed  in  conformity  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  your  Company  to  superintend  an  election  for  Directors  to 
serve  the  ensuing  year,  do  certify  that  the  election  was  held  pursuant  to 
a  notice  given  in  the  public  prints,  between  the  hours  of  seven  and  eight 
o'clock,  p.  m.,  of  this  day,  and  that  the  following  named  nine  Directors 
received  the  largest  number  of  votes  cast,  and  are  duly  elected : 

James  E.  Yeatman 6,778 

Wayman  Crow 6,777 

H.  D.  Bacon 6,778 

H.  E.  Bridge 6,778 

C.  S.  Greeley 6,778 

R.  K.  Wood 6,778 

S.  A.  Ranlett 6,777 

Wm.  M.  Morrison 6,778 

Edw'd  Brooks 6,763 

EDWARD  BROOKS, 
EDW'D  Y.  WARE, 
J.  W.  LUKE. 


TREASURER'S    REPORT. 


8.  A.  RANLETT,  Treasurer, 

In  acc't  with  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company  of  St.  Louis. 

1861.  Db. 

Jan'y  12.    To  Balance $  80  26 

Feb'y    8.          Mercantile  Library  Association 75  00 

,#       11107 

May     1.                 "               "                  "      to  retire  two  Bonds...  2,000  00 

"      interest 1,050  00 

"       4.                  "              "                  "      exchange 186  00 

"     27.                  "              "                  "      insurance 100  60 

Mar.     1.                  "              "                   "     interest 950  00 

1862. 

Jan'y  11,                  *              "                  "      insurance 20150 

$4,704  38 

1861.  Cr. 

Jan'y  26.    Insurance — Paid  Floating  Dock,  $5,500 $87  50 

Feb'y    1.                        Mutual  State,    call 83  83 

Mar.     1.                        Western  Mutual,  "  30  00 

14.                        Hope  Mutual,       " 80  00 

Home  Mutual,      " 17  50 

"      27.  Mound  Mutual,    "  18  00 

$216  88 

May      1 .    Bills  payable— Bonds  No.  17  and  18,  paid 2,000  00 

4.       "            "        Coupons  on  21  Bonds 1,050  00 

Exchange  on  account  same 186  00 

8.    Isurance— Franklin,  $5,000 $37  60 

Citizens,     10,100 75  00 

112  60 

25.    Expense  account — Repairs  Seal 2  00 

Nov'r    1.    Bills  payable — Coupons  on  19  Bonds 960  00 

1862. 

Jan'y  11.    Insurance— St.  Louis,  $6,000 $37  60 

Atlantic,       6,000 37  60 

Marine,         6,000 37  60 

U.  States,     6,000 37  60 

Delaware,     6,000 37  60 

187  60 

$4,704  38 
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ti 
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Trial  balance  Sheet  of  the  Books  of  Mercantile  Library  Hall 

Company,  January  16,  1862. 


Dr. 


Cr. 


Mer.  Lib.  Association    ••       ,     47  87  .Bills  payable $23,750  00 

Interest  account 7,887  03  Stock  account 97,426  00 

Hall  Company 112,970  30 

Expense  account 270  00 


$121,176  80 


$121,176  00 


REPORT  OF  THE  AUDITING  COMMITTEE. 

We,  the  undersigned,  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  report  that  we 
have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  with  the  Mercantile  Library 
Hall  Company  of  St.  Louis,  with  the  vouchers  for  the  same,  and  find 
them  correct. 

WAYMAN  CROW,     )  _ 
ROBT.  K.  WOODS,  }  Committee' 
St.  Louis,  January  20,  1862. 
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TERMS    OF    MEMBERSHIP. 


[Extract  from  the  Constitution  of  the  St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Association.] 

Chapter  I. — Art.  3.  Any  person  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  may, 
upon  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  become  a  member  of  this 
Association  on  the  following  terms :  Subscribing  the  Constitution ;  and, 
if  a  clerk,  paying  an  initiation  fee  of  two  dollars,  and  the  further  sum  of 
seventy-five  cents,  quarterly,  in  advance ;  and,  if  in  business  on  his  own 
account,  paying  an  initiation  fee  of  five  dollars,  and  the  further  sum  of 
two  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  semi-annually,  in  advance. 

Art.  5.  Persons  not  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  may,  upon  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  the  semi-annual  payment,  in  ad- 
vance, of  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  become  beneficiary  members,  entitled 
to  all  the  privileges  of  regular  membership  except  the  right  to  vote  and 
hold  office. 

Art.  6.  Any  person  paying  one  hundred  dollars  at  any  one  time  shall 
become  a  life  member,  and,  if  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  shall  enjoy 
the  full  privileges  of  membership. 


RULES  FOR  THE  ISSUE  OF  BOOKS,  ETC. 

[Extract  from  Regulations  of  the  Library.] 

Art.  I.  The  Library  and  Reading  Rooms  shall  be  open  every  day  from 
nine  o'clock  A.  M.  until  ten  o'clock  P.  M.,  excepting  Sundays,  the  Fourth 
of  July,  Christmas  and  New-Year. 

Art  II.  The  Librarian  shall  deliver  to  any  member  applying  personally, 
or  to  his  written  order,  one  volume,  if  it  be  a  folio  or  quarto ;  and  one 
book  or  set,  (not  exceeding  three  volumes,)  if  an  octavo,  a  duodecimo,  or 
a  volume  of  less  size. 

Art.  XII.  Every  member  may  detain  each  book  or  set,  delivered  as 
aforesaid,  if  it  be  a  folio  or  quarto*  four  weeks ;  an  octavo,  three  weeks  ; 
or  a  book  or  set  of  less  size,  two  weeks ;  except  new  publications,  which, 
until  they  have  been  in  the  Library  two  months,  shall  not  be  detained,  an 
octavo  longer  than  two  weeks,  and  books  of  less  size  one  week,  and  which 
shall  not  be  renewed.  No  book  shall  be  reserved  by  the  Librarian  for  any 
Director  or  member. 

Art.  XIII.  Any  member  who  shall  detain  a  book  or  set  longer  than  the 
time  above  limited,  respectively,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  Librarian, 
for  every  day  a  volume  is  so  detained,  if  it  be  a  folio,  four  cents ;  a 
quarto,  three  cents ;  an  octavo,  two  cents  ;  if  it  be  a  duodecimo  or  smaller 
volume,  or  pamphlet,  one  cent ;  Provided,  always,  if  a  whole  set  be  taken 
out  and  a  part  be  detained  longer  than  the  time  above  limited,  the  fine 
shall  be  exacted  for  each  book  not  returned ;  and  if  such  book  be  detained 
one  week  beyond  the  time  above  limited,  the  forfeiture  shall  be  double. 


BOARD    OF    DIRECTION    FOR    1858. 


Matthbw  V.  L.  McClelland,  President. 

JOHS  B.  S.  Lemoise,  Vice  President. 

Geobge  H.  Loxbb,  Treasurer. 

Gbobge  B.  Wilson,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Calvin  W.  Mahbh,  Recording  Secretary. 

John  Christopher,  ', 

John  A.  Bbowxlee,  I 

Rodebt  H.  Davis,  ' 

F   R.  Alexanueb,  t     Directors. 

Sydenham  B..  Clarke,     ' 

Sol.  Scott,  Jr.,  J 

•Geobgr  W.  Tbact,         / 


Wk.  P.  CortiB,  Librarian. 

Stephen  Mabboch,  Jr.,  Assistant  Librarian. 

Samuel  Clegg,  Janitor. 


BOARD    OF    DIRECTION    FOR    1859 


John  B.  S.  LbhOinb,  President. 
RoitEBT  H.  DatiB,   Vice  President. 
Samuel  Cofp,  Jb.,  Treasurer. 
Alfred  Cabr,   Corresponding  Secretary. 
John  W    Clahk,  Recording  Secretary. 
La  whence  Kingbland, 
Fraxk  K.  Alexander, 
John  H.  Siegbist, 
Calvin  W.  Mabsh,  \     Directors. 

Isaac  V.  W.  Ddtchbr, 
6ol.  Scott,  Jb., 
Wk.  C.  ] 


Wk.  P.  Curtis,  Librarian. 

Stephen  Mabbocii,  Jr.,  Assistant  Librarian. 

William  Sciiclzb,  Janitor. 

•  Angut  Sd,  1B6S,  Gib.  W.  Taitfi  ndgtwd,  ud  on  Sept.  7th,  Lavunci  Ei 


BOARD    OF   DIRECTION    FOR    1860. 


John  B.  S.  Lemoine,  President. 

Robert  H.  Davis,  Vice  President.  • 

S.  H.  Laflin,  Treasurer. 

Alfred  Carr,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Archie  Robinson,  Recording  Secretary. 

George  D.  Hall, 

John  H.  Siegrist, 

John  D.  Lapsley, 

C.  W.  Marsh, 

Colton  Greene, 

C.  C.  Ferguson, 

John  H.  Beach, 


Directors. 


Thos.  L.  Moore,  Actuary. 
Edward  Wm.  Johnston,  Librarian. 
William  Anderson,  1st  Assistant  Librarian. 
George  Anderson,  2d  Assistant  Librarian. 
George  Hors,  Janitor. 


BOARD    OF   DIRECTION   FOR    1861. 


Alfred  Carr,  President. 

Calvin  W.  Marsh,  Vice  President. 

B.  M.  Run y an,  Treasurer. 

Charles  Miller,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Archie  Robinson,  Recording  Secretary. 

John  H.  Beach, 

George  D.  Hall, 

John  R.  Evans, 

Dan'l  Gilchrist,  y    Directors. 

O.  B.  Filley, 

C.  W.  Reiser, 
H.  C.  Marston, 


John  N.  Dyer,  Actuary. 
Edward  Wm.  Johnston,  Librarian. 
John  J.  Bailey,  1st  Assistant  Librarian. 
William  Anderson,  2nd  Assistant  Librarian. 
Louis  S.  McLure,  Sd  Assistant  Librarian. 
George  Hors,  Janitor. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


OF   THE 


FIFTEENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING 


OF  THE 


tumtilt  pbtarj   %$mht'wuf 


JANUARY    Stk,    1861. 


«»  o  o+- 


At  the  fifteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  St.  Louis  Mercantile 
Library  Association,  held  in  the  small  hall  of  the  Library  build- 
ing, on  the  evening  of  the  8th  of  January,  1861,  the  meeting 
was  called  to  order  by  J.  B.  S.  Lemoine,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Association,  on  whose  motion  Mr.  Henry  D.  Bacon  was  called 
to  the  chair.  C.  F.  Vanderford  and  A.  B.  Pendleton  were 
appointed  Secretaries. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting  were  read  and 
approved. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer,  S.  H.  Laflin,  Esq.,  was  then 
read,  and,  on  motion,  accepted  and  adopted. 

The  following  report  was  made  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means : 

St.  Louis,  January  8th,  1861. 
"The  undersigned,  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  the  Mercantile 
Library  Association,  have  examined  the  Treasurer's  accounts,  and  find 
them  correct,  and  that  he  has  proper  vouchers  for  all  expenditures. 

JOHN  H.  SIEGRIST, 
JOHN  D.  LAPSLEY." 

The  President  of  the  Association  read  the  Annual  Report  of 
the  Board  of  Directors,  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jno.  W.  Luke, 
was  accepted  and  adopted. 
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Mr.  Jno.  T.  Douglass  offered  the  following  resolution: 

"Resolved,  That,  when  we  take  into  consideration  the  financial  troubles 
of  the  times,  the  Report  just  read  exhibits  a  degree  of  progress  and  pros- 
perity as  gratifying  as  it  was  unexpected ;  and  that  the  thanks  of  this 
Association  are  eminently  due,  and  are  hereby  tendered  to  the  President, 
Mr.  J.  B.  S.  Lemoine,  and  his  associates  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  for 
the  judicious  and  effective  manner  in  which  its  affairs  have  been  adminis- 
tered during  the  past  year." 

On  motion,  the  resolution  was  adopted  unanimously. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Mr.  W.  M.  Mofpatt  : 

"Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  are  hereby  instructed  to  have 
fifteen  hundred  copies  of  the  Reports  of  the  Directors,  Treasurer,  and 
Auditing  Committee  of  this  Association,  and  also  of  the  next  annual  Re- 
port of  the  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company,  printed  in  pamphlet  form, 
for  gratuitous  distribution." 

Which  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wm.  M.  Morrison,  it  was 

"Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  for  the  year  1861  be  authorized 
to  invest  in  the  purchase  of  stock  in  the  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company 
an  amount  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  at  a  price  not  exceeding  five 
dollars  per  share. " 

On  motion,  the  Association  adjourned. 

H.  D.  BACON,   Chairman. 
Chas.  F.  Vanderpord,  )  Secretaries 
A.  B.  Pendleton,         *  secretaries. 


TREASURER'S    REPORT. 


"♦♦•♦»- 


Rooms  Mercantile  Library  Association,  ) 
St.  Louis,  January  8,  1861.         J 

The  Treasurer  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Association  submits 
the  accompanying  documents  as  his  Report  of  the  Receipts  and 
Expenditures  for  the  past  year,  and  present  financial  condition  of 
the  Association,  viz : 

Exhibit  "A" — Cash  account. 

Exhibit  "  B  " — Balance  sheet. 

Exhibit  "C" — Profit  and  Loss  account. 

S.  H.  LAFLIN,  Treasurer. 


EXHIBIT  "A"— CASH  ACCOUNT. 


Receipts. 

To  Balance  from  Samuel 
Copp,  Jr.,  Treasurer 

Initiation  Fees 

Proprietors 

Clerks 

Beneficiaries 

Fines 

Newspapers  sold 

Catalogue 

Hall  Receipts : 

GrandHall,$3,386.65 
Small  Hall,  1,516.90 
Stores, 5,057,40 


$  367 

452 

2,627 

2,036 

1,601 

343 

32 

29 


03 
00 
50 
75 
20 
25 
05 
50 


Lectures  account 

Books  lost  and  paid  for 
Bills  receivable  accH 
Fine  Arts  account 


9,960 

1,482 

5 

933 

560 


95 
40 
20 
30 
00 


Expenditures. 

By  Newspaper  account... 

Hall  Expenditures 

Lecture  account 

Furniture  account 

Light  account 

Books  account 

Mercantile  Lib'y  Hall 

Company 

Postage  account 

Fuel  account 

Transportation  acc't.. 

Periodical  account 

Librarian's  account.... 

Binding  account 

Insurance  account 

Printing  account 

Stationery  account 

Fine  Arts  account 

Advertising  accoun  t . . . 

'  Interest  account 

Disc'nt  &  Exch'ge  ace. 
Lost  Books  account... 
Sunday  Reform  Ass'n 
Bills  payable  account 

Profit  and  Loss 

Balance  on  hand 


$20,431  13 


$  379  10 

2,090  97 
1,629  00 
16  46 
1,604  70 
2,772  24 

5,859  85 

67  30 
289  35 

74  62 
394  80 
2,927  39 
506  40 
273  75 
412  75 

89  44 
167  00 

80  00 
'  16  40 

37  36 
2  42 

50  00 
600  00 

45  00 

44  83 


$20,431  13 


To  balance  on  hand  this 

date $44  83 
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EXHIBIT  «B"— BALANCE  SHEET. 


To  Books  account $25,117  82 

Stock  account 

$  600  OO 

100,045  80 

Book  Donations  acc't.     8,782  82 

Periodicals  account...        901  03 

Debts  receivable  acc't         50  00 
Sunday  Reform  Ass'n         50  00 
Catalogue  account....     1,000  88 
Mercantile  Libr'y  Hall 

Fine  Arts  account 15,696  05 

$100,645  80 

$100,645  80 

EXHIBIT  "C"— PROFIT  AND  LOSS  ACCOUNT. 


Dr. 

To  Postage  account $  67  30 

Fuel  account 289  35 

Lights  account 1,604  70 

Transportation  acc't.  74  62 

Librarian's  account...  2,927  39 

Binding  account.......  506  40 

Insurance  account....  273  75 

Newspaper  account....  347  05 

Printing  account 412  75 

Stationery  account....  89  44 

Interest  account 16  40 

Advertising  account...  80  00 

Worthless  money 45  00 

Disb'nt  &  Exch'ge  aco.  37  36 

Lecture  account 146  60 

Stock  acc't,  nett  gain 

this  year 10,761  10 

$17,679  21 


Cr. 

By  Initiation  Fees  acc't...  $  456  00 

Life  Members'  acc't...  3,100  00 

Proprietors'  account..  2  677  50 

Clerks'  account 2,103  75 

Beneficiaries'  account  1,761  20 

Fines  account 343  25 

Hall  account 2,910  13 

Books  lost  &  paid  for  2  78 

Book  Donations  acc't  430  60 

Stock  Donations  acc't  59  00 

Books  account 1,200  00 

Periodicals  account...  500  00 

Fine  Arts  account 2,135  00 


$17,679  21 


FIFTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF   THE 

BOAKD  OF  DIRECTORS 

OF   THE 

ST.  LOUIS  MERCANTILE  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION. 


♦  •  — 


The  Constitution  imposes  upon  us  the  obligation  of  presenting 
to  the  Association  a  Report  of  the  management  of  its  affairs 
during  the  past  year,  and  an  exhibit  of  its  present  condition — 
we  greet  you  this  evening  in  cheerful  compliance  with  its 
requirements. 

The  year  just  closed  has  been  eventful  throughout,  and  i  s 
without  a  parallel  in  our  history.  As  a  community  we  have 
experienced  political  excitement  and  agitation  almost  from  its 
commencement.  Municipal,  state,  and  national  elections  have 
each  in  turn,  and  at  intervals  which  allowed  no  repose,  occupied 
and  absorbed  the  public  mind,  until  now  we,  in  common  with 
the  whole  country,  are  surrounded  with  the  deepest  gloom  and 
fear  for  the  perpetuity  of  the  Union. 

In  the  midst  of  the  first  politico-financial  panic  which  has 
occurred  in  our  history  as  a  nation — a  panic  in  severity  une- 
qualled— overburdened  with  anxiety,  saddened  with  its  disas- 
trous effects,  and  with  no  limit  to  its  duration  in  view,  the 
heart  recoils  from  the  contemplation  of  the  future. 

But  let  us  turn  from  so  sad  a  picture,  and  hope  that  yet,  in  a 
peaceful  solution  of  these  disturbances,  we  shall  be  more  firmly 
cemented  than  ever,  and  continue  to  be  a  prosperous,  happy 
people. 

That  the  interests  of  your  Association  should  not  have  suf- 
fered amidst  disorders  so  general  could  not  be  expected,  but  we 
are  notwithstanding  enabled  to  report  a  progress  in  every  de- 
partment, which,  though  not  so  marked  as  in  some  former  years, 
must  prove  at  least  cheering  to  you. 
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HALL    COMPANY. 

As  required  by  your  lease  from  the  Hall  Company,  you  have 
liquidated  $3,000  of  its  bonded  debt,  and  in  addition  paid  the  * 
interest  upon  the  outstanding  debt  of  the  Hall  Company, 
amounting,  bond  and  interest,  to  $5,407.50. 

The  liberal  terms  of  this  lease  are  becoming  more  and  more 
apparent  with  the  experience  of  each  year,  and  entitles  those 
friends  of  the  Association  who  were  instrumental  in  effecting 
it,  to  your  continued  gratitude.  No  embarrassment  on  your 
part  need  be  apprehended  in  its  future  fulfilment. 

The  revenue  derived  from  the  rentals  of  stores,  halls,  and 
other  rooms,  for  1860,  amounts  to  $10,860.95,  an  increase  upon 
similar  receipts  of  last  year,  and  still  affording  you  your  present 
comfortable  accommodations  rent  free. 

You  have  acquired  during  the  year  374  shares  of  stock  in 
the  Hall  Company,  or  $3,740.  By  donation  from  E.  A.  Cor- 
bitt,  Esq.,  5  shares,  and  in  exchange  for  Life  Memberships,  310 
shares,  $3,100.  This,  added  to  the  number  of  shares  held  by 
your  Association  at  the  close  of  last  year,  gives  you  4,604  shares 
at  this  date,  or  $46,040,  a  little  less  than  one-half  of  the  capital 
stock  of  that  Company. 

The  extraordinary  efforts  to  obtain  this  stock  on  the  part  of 
our  predecessors  has  greatly  restricted  our  success,  and  has 
left  but  little  which  may  yet  be  secured  in  exchange  for  Life 
Memberships. 

As  it  is  of  the  highest  importance  to  your  Association  to 
become  the  exclusive  owners  of  this  valuable  property,  we 
recommend  that  a  sinking  fund  be  created,  to  which  an  an- 
nual appropriation  of  some  stipulated  amount  of  your  income 
shall  be  made,  which  shall  be  faithfully  reserved,  to  be  used  for 
the  purchase  of  such  stock  in  the  Hall  Company  as  the  Asso- 
ciation may  not  otherwise  acquire.  This  object  should  be 
steadily  aimed  at,  that,  upon  the  extinguishment  of  the  debt 
of  the  Hall  Company  in  1867,  the  Association  may  not  be  taxed 
with  the  payment  of  interest  to  its  stockholders. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

Your  Board  have  evinced  no  lack  of  zeal,  in  their  labors  to 
extend  the  influences  of  the  Association  over  still  greater  num- 
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bers,  and  to  make  them  the  recipients  of  its  invaluable  benefits, 
and  they  have  met  with  encouraging  success. 

You  have  enrolled  during  the  year  371  new  members,  and 
lost  by  death,  removal,  and  withdrawal,  244 ;  leaving  a  net 
gain  for  the  year  of  127  members. 

Your  total  membership  on  the  31st  of  December,  1860,  was 
2,024 ;  classed  as  follows  : 

Life  Members 421 

Proprietors 540 

Clerks 696 

Beneficiaries 367 

2,024 
This  steady  augmentation  of  members  but  realizes  the  fond 
hopes  of  the  founders  of  your  institution,  and  cannot  but  prove 
gratifying  to  you,  whilst  it  affords  a  satisfactory  evidence  of  a 
more  extended  taste  for  reading  and  greater  eagerness  in  the 
pursuit  of  knowledge. 

BOOKS. 

This  prime  object  of  your  Association — the  constant  accretion 
of  carefully  and  wisely  chosen  volumes — engaged  the  earliest 
attentions  of  your  Board,  and  the  Book  Committee,  under 
their  instructions,  assisted  by  the  intelligent  and  patient  toil  of 
your  Librarian  for  nearly  two  months,  were  enabled  to  submit 
lists  of  such  Books  as  were  deemed  necessary  to  supply  the  de- 
ficiencies in  your  collection  of  Continental  and  American  His- 
tory. These  were  adopted  by  the  Board,  and,  at  their  request, 
the  President  sent  them,  as  he  had  done  those  of  last  year, 
directly  to  his  commercial  correspondents  at  London  ;  through 
whom  they  were  promptly  purchased,  on  very  advantageous 
terms,  for  the  Association,  again  saving  much  vexatious  delay 
and  increased  cost,  which  would  have  resulted  if  sent  through 
the  ordinary  channels  of  regular  Book  Agents  in  New  York. 
These  orders  were  transmitted  to  London  in  the  early  part  of 
July,  and  quite  the  larger  portion  of  the  books  were  received 
at  your  Library  in  September,  and  the  remainder  before  the 
close  of  October. 

Your  Board  have  endeavored  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  members,  in  making  the  most  ample  provision  for  the  pur- 
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chase  of  the  current  literature  of  the  day  ;  and,  in  numerous 
cases,  have  provided  as  many  as  four  and  six  copies  of  some 
new  popular  work  for  which  there  was  such  frequent  application 
that  a  less  number  would  not  supply  the  demand  of  your  read- 
ers. This  course  has  met  with  great  favor,  and  need  not  be 
attended  with  loss,  as  by  re-sale  or  exchange  other  equally 
valuable  volumes  may  be  obtained  in  their  stead. 

A  much  larger  number  of  Books  have  been  added  to  the  Li- 
brary, by  purchase,  during  the  past  year,  than  in  any  previous 
year  of  its  history,  and  we  have  the  assurance  of  those  every 
way  competent  to  judge,  who  have  examined  them  critically, 
that  they  are  of  a  character  at  once  useful,  entertaining  and 
instructive. 

The  additions  to  your  Library,  through  the  last  two  years, 
have  attained  for  it  a  completeness  in  the  various  departments 
of  literature  rarely  to  be  met  with  in  any  similar  institution  in 
this  country ;  and  we  feel  it  but  simple  justice  to  say  that  this 
enviable  distinction  is  due  preeminently  to  the  scholarship  and 
extensive  acquaintance  with  books  of  yaur  Librarian. 

There  have  been  added  to  the  Library,  by  purchase,  during 
the  year  1,362  volumes,  costing  $2,772.24 ;  and  you  have  had 
presented  to  you,  during  the  same  period,  227  volumes,  valued 
at  $430.60.  You  have  had  bound  and  placed  upon  your  shelves 
132  volumes  of  Periodicals,  at  a  cost  of  $454.85. 

The  whole  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library  on  the  31st  of 
December,  1860,  was  17,676— estimated  at  $32,698.04. 

The  Books  presented  to  the  Library  during  the  year  number 
227  volumes,  and  were  from  the  following  persons  and  associ- 
ations : 


A.  Miltenberger, 
Academy  of  Sciences, 
H.  M.  Draper, 

R.  C.  McAllister, 
Henry  Cobb, 
N.  H.  Park, 

B.  F.  Shuter, 
George  Brewster, 
Truman  Woodruff, 
H.  T.  Tomlinson, 
John  H.  Bowen, 


Peter  Walker, 

G.  S.  Ensel, 

M.  Hopewell,  M.D. 

Hon.  Trusten  Polk, 

Hon.  J.  R.  Barret, 

Samuel  C.  Morton, 

A.  S.  Grindon, 

H.  Peterson, 

Miss  Fanny  Hubbard, 

Smithsonian  Institute, 

Blanchard  &  Lee, 
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George  F.  Day, 
Mrs.  Mary  E.  Dickey, 
Hon.  Wm.  P.  Schell, 
Alfred  Carr, 
George  Vandenhoff, 
James  R.  Larkin, 
Thos.  L.  Snead, 
D.  Dana,  Jr. 
Logan  Sleeper, 
Robert  McKenna, 
Harrison  Hall, 
A.  Thompson, 
Isaac  II.  Keim, 
T.  W.  Hoit, 
H.  S.  Sanford, 


Miss  Mary  A.  P.  Walton, 

E.  Longuemare, 
Mrs.  E.  C.  Howland, 
R.  C.  Spencer, 

S.  Waltcrhouse, 
Prof.  Henry  Atwell, 
John  Stove, 
Thomas  Lawson, 

F.  A.  Price, 

Y.  M.  Merc.  Library,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Y.  M.  Merc.  Library,  Troy,  N.  Y. 
W.  &  D.  Richardson, 
Miss  Theresa  Evans, 
Sherman  Spencer, 
0.  H.  Cottman. 


The  following  Magazines  have  been  received  free  of  charge : 


St.  Louis  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 

Journal  of  Progress, 

North  American  Journal  of  Homoeopathy, 

The  American  Homoeopathic  Review, 

The  Swedenborgian, 

The  Presbytery  Reporter, 

Vanity  Fair, 

The  Valley  Farmer, 


I 


RECEIVED   FROM 

George  Knapp  &  Co. 
Elias  Longley. 
William  Rudde. 
John  T.  S.  Smith  &  Sons. 
John  J.  Bailey. 
Norton  &  Wright. 
Louis  H.  Stephens. 
Norman  J.  Colman. 


You  have  received  Pamphlets  from  the  following  individuals 
and  Associations : 

S.  A.  Ranlett, 
C.  R.  McAllister, 
E.  W.  Johnston, 
C.  G.  Cooley, 
J.  B.  Colt, 
C.  S.  Morton, 
Edward  Tantnall, 

Mercantile  Library  Association  of  Philadelphia, 
Young  Men's  Mercantile  Library  Association  of  Pittsburgh, 
St.  Louis  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
Mercantile  Library  Association  of  Brooklyn, 
St.  Louis  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  Association, 
The  Protestant  Orphan  Asylum, 
Westminster  College, 
University  of  Louisiana, 
Providence  Athenaeum, 
St.  Louis  Board  of  Public  Schools. 
2 
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The  following  Newspapers  have  been  received  free  of  charge 


NAMES. 

Missouri  Republican, 
St.  Louis  Bulletin, 
Missouri  Democrat, 
St.  Louis  Evening  News, 
St.  Louis  Morning  Herald, 
St.  Louis  Daily  Express, 
Anzeiger  des  Westens, 
Now  York  Herald, 
Westliche  Post, 
Charleston  Daily  Courier, 
Daily  Richmond  Enquirer, 
Richmond  Daily  Whig, 
Nashville  Patriot, 
Nashville  Daily  Gazette, 
Nashville  Union  and  American, 
Western  Journal  of  Commerce, 
Enquirer  and  Star, 
Chicago  Daily  Times, 
Ohio  State  Journal, 
Illinois  State  Register, 
Weekly  Missouri  Expositor, 
Weekly  Alta  California, 
Cleveland  Plaindealer, 
Memphis  Enquirer, 
Galveston  News, 
Mobile  Register, 
Mobile  Daily  Advertiser, 
Gate  City, 

Frankforth  Commonwealth, 
Morgan  County  Forum, 
Central  City  Bruns wicker, 
Randolph  County  Democrat, 
Ironton  Furnace, 
Canton  Weekly  Register, 
Weekly  Mississippian, 
Randolph  Citizen, 
Southwest  Democrat, 
Semi- weekly  Hawkey e, 
Dubuque  Herald, 
New  York  World, 
Home  Journal, 
St.  Louis  Observer, 
St.  Louis  Christian  Advocate, 
Central  Christian  Advocate, 


FROM  WHOM  RECEIVED. 

George  Knapp  &  Co. 
Eugene  Longuemare. 
McKee  &  Fishback. 
C.  G.  Ramsey  &  Co. 
James  L.  Faucett. 
J  William  Cuddy. 
Henry  Boernstein. 
:  Samuel  B.  Bullock. 
Chas.  Daenzor  &  Co. 
A.  S.  Willington  &  Co. 
Tyler,  Wise  &  Allegre. 
Publisher. 
A.  S.  Camp  &  Co. 
James  T.  Bell  &  Co. 
J.  0.  Griffith  &  Co. 
I).  K.  Abeel. 
McCarty  &  Hodgson. 
C.  H.  McCormick. 
Cooke,  How  &  Co. 
Chas.  H.  Lanphier. 
William  Anderson. 
Frederick  McCrellish  &  Co. 
J.  W.  Gray. 
Solon  Borland. 
Richardson  &  Co. 
John  Forsyth. 
W.  G.  Clark  &  Co. 
J.  B.  Howell  &  Co. 
A.  G.  Hodges  &  Co. 
Thos.  J.  Henderson. 
R.  C.  Hancock. 
Nisbit  &  Clemens. 
Lindsay  &  Cooper. 
Davison  &  Nicolet. 
E.  Bark 8 dale. 
Francis  M.  Taylor. 
John  H.  Leach. 

C.  Dunham. 

D.  A.  Mahony  &  Co. 
Publisher. 

Morris  &  Willis. 
A.  F.  Cox. 
D.  R.  McAnally, 
Poe  &  Hitchcock. 
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Newspapers  (continued)* 


NAMES. 

Western  Watchman, 
New  Church  Herald, 
Sunday  School  Times, 
Revue  de  POuest, 
Westliche  Blatter, 
The  Century, 


FROM  WHOM  RECEIVED. 

William  Crowell. 
Lowell  H.  Smith  &  Co. 
Sherman  Spencer. 
J.  Wolf. 

Henry  Boernstein. 
J.  S.  Gibbons. 


You  are  under  obligations  to  the  Hon.  Trusten  Polk  for 
complete  setts  of  the  Documents  of  the  1st  and  2nd  sessions  of 
the  35th  Congress,  numbering  105  neatly  bound  volumes. 

Mr.  Thomas  L.  Snead  has  presented  you  with  a  very  curious 
old  Map  of  the  World,  bearing  date  1733. 

LECTURES. 

Almost  the  first  labors  of  the  Lecture  Committee  were  di- 
rected to  the  arrangement  of  a  regular  course  of  Lectures  upon 
practical  science,  history  and  literature,  to  which  the  members 
of  the  Association  should  be  admitted  free,  in  accordance  with 
the  recommendation  contained  in  the  last  annual  report ;  and  it 
occasions  us  no  littlo  regret  to  state  that,  though  prosecuted  with 
an  energy  and  perseverance  which  deserved  success,  it  utterly 
failed. 

In  furtherance  of  this  object  letters  of  invitation  were  ad- 
dressed to  Professor  Agassiz,  Professor  W.  B.  Rodgers,  Hon. 
W.  G.  Simms,  Mr.  Bancroft,  Lieut.  Maury,  and  others,  who  for 
various  reasons  were  compelled  to  decline. 

Discouraged  at  their  ill-success  the  committee  resolved  to 
make  no  engagements  for  Lectures  until  after  the  excitement, 
consequent  upon  the  presidential  election  in  November,  had 
subsided ;  and  at  that  late  period  their  engagements  necces 
sarily  could  not  be  very  numerous  or  varied  as  to  subjects. 

The  following  embraces  a  list  of  the  Lectures  delivered  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Association  during  the  year : 

Chancellor  Hoyt,  of  Washington  University,  St.  Louis* 
January  12. — Subject :  Popular  Fallacies. 

Hon.  Henry  J.  Raymond,  of  New  York. 

February  2. — Subject :  The  Italian  War. 

4.  "         Politics  and  Public  Life  in  America, 
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George  Vandenhoff,  of  New  York — Four  Readings. 

November  20. — Subject :  Hamlet. 

"         22.         "         Life  in  Glances  :  An  Original  Poem. 

"         24.         "         Tragedy  and  Comedy  of  Dickens'  Novels. 

a         27.         "  Smiles  and  Tears  from  Poetic  Fountains. 

Rev.  Dr.  Hill,  of  Antioch  College,  Ohio. 
November  30.  \ 

December   4.  >  Subject :  On  the  Mutual  Relation  of  the  Sciences. 
"  6.) 

James  E.  Murdoch,  of  Ohio — Four  Readings. 

December  17. — Subject :  Macbeth. 
«         18.        «  Hamlet. 

"         20.        "  Othello. 

u         22. — At  the  special  request  of  a  number  of  our  citizens,  Mr. 
Murdoch  was  induced  to  repeat  his  reading  of  Hamlet. 

The  total  receipts  from  these  Lectures  were  $1,482.40,  whilst 
the  expenses  were  $1,621,  leaving  a  net  loss  to  the  Association 
of  $138.60 ;  a  result  doubtless  owing  both  to  a  continued  in- 
clement season,  and  to  the  prevailing  depression  at  the  disturb- 
ed condition  of  the  country,  rendering  us  all  indifferent  to 
anything  like  diversion. 

ART. 

In  fulfilment  of  his  contract  with  the  last  Board  of  Direc- 
tors, Mr.  Geo.  C.  Bingham  delivered  in  your  Library  Rooms, 
in  April  last,  the  full  length  portrait  of  Humboldt,  handsomely 
and  richly  framed.  It  seems  to  have  met  with  a  high  appre- 
ciation from  your  members  and  visitors  generally,  and,  reflect- 
ing due  credit  upon  the  skill  of  the  artist,  it  forms  a  noted  and 
pleasing  feature  in  your  already  important  collection  of  paint- 
ings. Your  institution  can  now  boast  the  possession  of  the 
only  full  length  portrait  of  Humboldt  in  this  country. 

The  obligations  of  the  Association,  according  to  agreement, 
were  issued  to  Mr.  Bingham  in  two  notes  at  6  and  12  months, 
from  April  last,  each  for  $600,  in  payment  for  the  portrait — 
one  of  these  matured  in  October  last,  and  we  are  happy  to 
state  was  met  by  the  contributions  of  a  number  of  the  gener- 
ous friends  of  the  Association.  For  their  names,  and  the 
amounts  respectively  contributed,  we  refer  you  to  the  books  of 
the  Association.  We  trust  that  our  successors  will  endeavour 
to  meet  the  remaining  note,  due  in  April  next,  in  the  same  way, 
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and  thus  realize  the  original  design  of  the  Directors  who  con- 
tracted for  this  work,  that  it  should  be  of  no  ultimate  cost  to 
the  Association.  Indeed  whilst  thus  acting  they  feared  the  es- 
tablishment of  an  unwise  precedent, — the  growth  of  the  whole 
art  department  up  to  this  period  having  been,  as  it  should  here- 
after be,  the  result  of  voluntary  contributions — no  means  of 
the  Association  being  allowed  to  be  diverted  from  their  legiti- 
mate object,  the  increase  of  the  Library. 

To  the  widow  of  the  late  Mr.  James  Brown  of  Philadelphia, 
now  a  resident  of  this  city,  you  are  under  obligations  for  an 
original  Busto  in  marble  of  Henry  Clay,  representing  him  at 
an  early  period  of  life. 

Your  thanks  are  due  Miss  Sarah  Peale  of  this  city,  for  the 
presentation  of  a  very  faithful  portraiture  in  oil,  true  to  life,  of 
your  present  venerable  Librarian. 

You  are  under  obligations  to  Hudson  B.  Bridge,  Esq.,  an 
ever  thoughtful  friend  of  your  Association,  for  two  very  hand- 
some photographs,  procured  by  him  on  his  late  visit  to  Rome — 
one  of  St.  Peters  and  the  Vatican,  and  the  other  of  the  Colos- 
seum. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Marsh  has  placed  you  under  obligations  for  a 
miniature  photograph,  neatly  framed,  of  John  C.  King's  Bust 
of  Robert  Burns  ;  you  are  also  indebted  to  this  gentleman  for 
about  a  dozen  ancient  Assyrian  coins,  both  curious  and  val- 
uable. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  one  of  your  members,  Mr.  P.  R. 
McCreary,  you  have  become  the  temporary  custodians  of  ano- 
ther of  Miss  Hosmer's  creations  of  art,  u  Puck,"  which  has 
elicited  much  praise  for  its  gifted  artist,  and  added  greatly  to 
the  attractions  of  your  rooms. 

Your  works  of  art  afford  special  interest  to  visitors  of  the 
reading  room,  particularly  to  strangers,  who  visit  it  in  large 
numbers,  as  one  of  the  chief  attractions  of  the  city,  and  we 
cannot  but  regard  their  presence  in  the  Library  as  highly  ben- 
eficial to  the  institution. 

By  the  following  letter  you  will  learn  of  an  important  and 
valuable  contribution  to  your  art  department. 
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St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Dec.  31,  1860. 

To  the  President  and  Directors 

of  the  St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Association. 
Gentlemen:  The  undersigned  committee  of  the  contribu- 
tors take  peculiar  pleasure  in  presenting  to  the  Institution  the 
accompanying  Bust  in  marble  of  our  late  distinguished  fellow- 
citizen,  Hon.  Thomas  Hart  Benton,  by  James  W.  MacDonald. 
Having,  in  common  with  many  of  our  fellow  citizens,  been 
familiar  with  the  personal  appearance  of  Mr.  Benton  for  many 
years,  we  but  reflect  the  judgment  of  the  community  general- 
ly, that  the  Bust  is,  both  in  features  and  expression,  an  unsur- 
passed likeness  of  the  distinguished  original,  as  well  as  a  pro- 
duction of  unquestionable  genius  and  skill ;  and  recognizing  it 
as  the  first  original  work  of  the  kind  from  the  chisel  of  a  St. 
Louis  artist,  we  regard  the  Mercantile  Library  as  the  most  fit- 
ting repository  for  a  work  of  such  historic  interest  and  artistic 
excellence.  J.  R.  Barret, 

J.  H.  Lightner, 
R.  H.  Davis, 
D.  Robert  Barclay, 
Edw.  S.  Polkowski, 
Peter  G.  Camden. 
The  entire  value  of  your  art  department,  which  is  the  exclu- 
sive result  of  the  voluntary  contributions  of  the  friends  of  the 
Institution,  was,  on  /.he  31st  December,  1860,  $15,696.05. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Prom  master  C.  G.  Clement,  the  incumbent  of  the  "  Way- 
man  Crow"  scholarship  in  the  Washington  University  of  this 
city,  you  continue  to  receive  favorable  reports. 

The  large  increase  of  volumes  during  the  past  two  years  has 
almost  entirely  exhausted  your  shelf-room,  so  that  before  the 
additions  of  the  incoming  year  can  be  accommodated  new  book 
cases  will  be  required,  and  this  need  should  engage  the  early 
attention  of  our  successors. 

The  regular  annual  examination  of  the  books  and  property 
of  the  Association  was  made  in  November,  and  whilst  the  com- 
mittee who  performed  this  service  report  a  total  loss  of  books 
since  the  commencement  of  the  Library  of  953  volumes,  they 


23 

are  convinced  that  from  the  necessary  inaccuracy  of  the  pre- 
vious counts,  revealed  by  the  renumbering  and  classification, 
there  could  be  no  positive  data  by  which  they  could  determine 
the  loss  in  books  during  the  past  year.  Now  that  the  re-number- 
ing and  classification  of  the  Library  is  completed,  all  losses  for 
the  future  may  be  reliably  ascertained.  But  three  volumes  are 
known  to  have  been  lost  since  the  locking  of  the  cases.  Great 
facility  is  afforded  by  the  completed  re-arrangement  of  the 
books,  the  volumes  being  kept  in  their  places,  and  yet  their 
numbers,  legible  through  the  glass  doors,  enabling  any  one  to 
determine  without  delay  whether  any  required  book  is  in  the 
Library. 

Mr.  Louis  C.  Garnier  has  placed  in  your  possession  his 
promised  contribution  of  ancient  and  rare  medals  and  coins  ; 
they  number  357,  chiefly  silver,  and  form  a  collection  at  once 
valuable  and  exceedingly  interesting.  They  are  very  singular 
in  both  shape  and  design,  and  having  been  gathered  from  many 
nationalities  their  description  and  history  is  quite  difficult. 
Your  Librarian,  well  fitted  to  the  task  by  his  able  and  patient 
research,  is  now  engaged  in  classifying  them,  and  we  trust  that, 
with  others  before  and  since  received,  they  may  soon  be  mount- 
ed and  fitted  for  public  exhibition. 

You  have  been  presented  with  two  rare  silver  coins  by  Judge 
S.  M.  Breckenridge  ;  and  to  Mr.  A.  H.  Lee,  formerly  a  resi- 
dent of  this  city,  now  residing  at  Prairie  du  Rocher,  111.,  you 
are  indebted  for  an  American  dollar  of  the  earliest  date.  Mr* 
J.  Cummings  has  added  an  interesting  "  Italian"  coin  to  your 
collection. 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Barlow,  of  this  city,  has  placed  in  your  possession 
an  autograph  letter,  framed  between  glass,  of  Daniel  Webster, 
bearing  date  20th  September,  1850,  and  addressed  to  the  Hon. 
D.  S.  Dickinson  of  New  York. 

You  have  received  from  Mr.  Thos.  J.  Haynes,  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, a  copy  of  No.  3,  Vol.  1st,  of  the  " Missouri  Gazette" 
published  in  this  city  by  Joseph  Charless,  July  26th,  1808. 

Mr.  James  Peckham  has  presented  you  with  a  copy  of  No. 
88,  Vol.  2nd,  of  the  "  Ulster  County  Gazette"  bearing  date 
4th  January,  1800. 

You  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Edw.  Wm.  Johnston  for  a  fac-simile 
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Letter  from  Gen.  Washington  to  James  Madison,  asking 
him  to  draw  up  the  Farewell  Address.  And  from  the  same 
gentleman  you  have  received  an  inedited  Tract,  by  James 
Madison,  in  form  of  an  apologue,  in  defence  of  Southern  slavery. 

Your  Board  have  caused  to  be  taken  a  regular  census  of  your 
Library  Room,  at  a  stated  hour  daily  throughout  the  year,  and 
also  caused  to  be  carefully  noted  every  book  drawn  during  the 
same  period  for  reading  within  the  Library,  and  they  are  thus 
enabled  to  furnish  you  with  a  statistical  result  never  before  ob- 
tained. There  have  been  6,820  readers  within  the  Library 
Rooms  during  the  past  twelve  months,  who  have  drawn  for 
reading  within  the  Library  Room  11,160  books ;  a  result  which 
we  hope  will  quiet  the  apprehensions  of  those  members  of  the 
Association  who  feared  that  the  locking  of  the  cases  would 
limit  the  usefulness  of  the  Library  in  attracting  readers  within 
the  rooms. 

Observations  like  these  cheeringly  prove  the  advantages  of 
your  Institution;  and  it  is  gratifying  likewise  to  state  that 
from  the  character  of  the  books  drawn,  a  more  studied  method 
of  reading  is  pursued  than  formerly,  embracing  the  more  solid 
branches  of  Literature.  In  future,  you  will  be  able  to  verify, 
at  your  pleasure,  this  point ;  and  even  to  carry  to  the  greatest 
exactness  a  general  system  of  the  statistics  of  every  member's 
reading.  For  the  new  mode  of  classing  and  marking  the  books, 
being  the  same  which  is  usual  for  charging  them  to  individual 
accounts,  it  will  be  in  our  power  to  tell,  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
precisely  what  class  of  books, — nay,  what  very  books  each  per- 
son has  read. 

The  Board  has  learned  of  no  opposition  to  the  system  of  lock- 
ing the  cases,  and  the  many  great  advantages  which  its  practi- 
cal operation  exhibit,  particularly  since  the  re-arrangement  and 
numbering  of  the  books  has  been  completed,  are  so  manifest 
as  to  make  them  emphatic  in  their  endorsement  of  it,  and  in 
their  recommendation  of  its  continuance. 

The  evident  facility  and  promptness  with  which  the  service 
of  the  Library  is  conducted,  the  ready  dispatch  with  which  the 
numerous  applications  of  your  large  list  of  readers  is  met  and 
answered,  entitles  the  system  to  their  most  cordial  approval. 

Another  triumph  in  the  object  sought  to  be  accomplished  by 
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your  Institution  is  signalized  in  tho  increased  issue  of  books  to 
readers  out  of  the  Library  ;  there  have  been  issued  during  the 
past  year,  to  1,763  subscribers,  32,183  volumes. 

The  Property  of  the  Association  is  insured  in  good  and  re- 
sponsible offices,  to  the  amount  of  $37,700.  You  have  also 
paid  the  insurance  upon  the  property  of  the  Hall  Company  for 
the  past  year,  which  you  are  required  to  do  by  your  lease. 

A  summary  of  the  most  interesting  results  for  the  year  1860, 
shows  a  net  gain  of  127  members ;  total  number  of  members, 
2,024.  A  gain  of  1,721  volumes  ;  total  number  of  volumes  in 
tho  Library,  17,676,  valued  at  $32,698.04,  and  a  net  gain  of 
property  for  the  year  of  $10,761.10. 

The  receipts  of  the  current  year  are  reserved  to  meet  its 
appropriations.  The  total  value  of  the  Property  of  the  Associ- 
ation on  the  31st  of  December,  1860,  was  $100,045.80. 

With  this  rendering  of  our  stewardship,  your  Association 
completes  its  fifteenth  year ;  wonderful  has  been  its  progress  in 
this  brief  past,  with  what  glowing  pride  may  you  not  imagine 
its  future !  Pregnant  with  results  which  none  dare  calculate, 
you  may  abide  their  development  with  an  assured  satisfaction, 
for  which  your  present  prosperity  affords  the  amplest  guarantee. 

In  entire  confidence,  and  with  bright  hope,  we  yield  our  trust 
to  those  whom  you  shall  choose  to  succeed  us. 

Respectfully  submitted  on  behalf  of  the  Board, 

J.  B.  S.  LEMOINE, 
St.  Louis,  January  8, 1861.  President. 
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BOARDS  OF  DIRECTION,  1851-'56. 


For  1851. 

Alfred  Vinton,  President. 
James  E.  Yeatman,  Vice  President. 
Robert  M.  Renick,  Treasurer. 
Conrad  R.  Stinde,  Secretary. 

Directors, 

Hudson  E.  Bridge, 
George  Collier, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison, 
John  A.  Allen, 
Oliver  D.  Fillet. 


For  1852. 

Alfred  Vinton,  President. 

H.  D.  Bacon,  Vice  Pres't  &  Treas'r. 

John  A.  Allen,  Secretary. 

Directors, 

*George  Collier, 
Conrad  R.  Stinde, 
James  E.  Yeatman, 
Hudson  E.  Bridge, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison, 
Wayman  Crow. 


For  1863. 

Alfred  Vinton,  President. 
James  E.  Yeatman,  Vice  President. 
Henry  D.  Bacon,  Treasurer. 
John  A.  Allen,  Secretary. 

Directors. 

Hudson  E.  Bridge, 
Wayman  Crow, 
Conrad  R.  Stinde, 
Solon  Humphreys, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison. 


For  1854. 

Alfred  Vinton,  President. 
James  E.  Yeatman,  Vice  President. 
Henry  D.  Bacon,  Treasurer. 
John  A.  Allen,  Secretary. 

Directors. 

Hudson  E.  Bridge, 
Wayman  Crow, 
Conrad  R.  Stinde, 
Solon  Humphreys, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison. 

For  1855. 

Alfred  Vinton,  President. 

Wayman  Crow,  Vice  President. 
tSETH  A.  Ranlett,  Treasurer, 
t  James  Smith,  Jr.,  Secretary. 

Directors. 

tRoBERT  K.  Woods, 
Hudson  E.  Bridge, 
Henry  D.  Bacon, 
James  E.  Yeatman, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison. 


For  1856. 

James  E.  Yeatman,  President. 
John  T.  Douglass,  Vice  President. 
Seth  A.  Ranlett,  Treasurer. 
James  Smith,  Jr.,  Secretary. 

Directors. 

Wayman  Crow, 
Carlos  S.  Greeley, 
Robert  K.  Woods, 
Henry  D.  Bacon, 
Edward  P.  Curtis. 


*  George  Collier  deceased  July  18,  1862,  and  James  H.  Lucas  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  Oc- 
tober 18,  1852. 

t  Messrs.  Lemoine,  Brown,  and  Alexander,  elected  Directors  at  fifth  annual  election,  January 
16, 1866,  being  ineligible,  a  special  election  was  ordered  and  held  February  26, 1866,  at  which  time 
Messrs.  Ranlett,  Smith  and  Woods  were  chosen  to  fill  the  vacancies. 
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BOARDS  OF  DIRECTION,  1857-'61, 


For  1867. 

James  E.  Yeatman,  President. 
John  T.  Douglass,  Vice  President. 
Seth  A.  Ran  lett,  Treasurer. 
James  Smith,  Jr.,  Secretary. 

Directors. 

Robert  K.  Woods, 
Wayman  Crow, 
Carlos  S.  Greelet, 
Henry  D.  Bacon, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison. 


For  1858. 

James  E.  Yeatman,  President. 
John  T.  Douglass,  Vice  President. 
S.  A.  Ranlett,  Secretary  &  Treas'r. 

Directors. 

James  Smith,  Jr. 
Robert  K.  Woods, 
Watman  Crow, 
Carlos  S.  Greeley, 
Henry  D.  Bacon, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison. 


For  1859. 

James  E.  Yeatman,  President. 
John  T.  Douglass,  Vice  President. 
S.  A.  Ranlett,  Secretary  &  Treas'r. 

Directors. 

James  Smith,  Jr. 
Robert  K.  Woods, 
Wayman  Crow, 
Carlos  S.  Greeley, 
Henry  D.  Bacon, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison. 


For  1860. 

James  E.  Yeatman,  President. 
Wayman  Crow,  Vice  President. 
S.  A.  Ranlett,  Secretary  &  Treas'r. 

Directors. 

Carlos  S.  Greeley, 
Hudson  E.  Bridge, 
Robert  K.  Woods, 
James  Smith,  Jr. 
Wm.  M.  Morrison, 
H.  D.  Bacon. 


For  1861. 

Jambs  E.  Yeatman,  President. 

Wayman  Crow,  Vice  President. 

Seth  A.  Ranlett,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

Directors. 

H.  D.  Bacon, 
Hudson  E.  Bridge, 
Carlos  S.  Greeley, 
Robert  K.  Woods, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison, 
James  Smith,  Jr. 
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The  Tenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Stockholders  of  the  Mer- 
cantile Library  Hall  Company  was  held  in  the  Rooms  of 
the  Mercantile  Library  Association,  on  Monday  evening,  Jan- 
uary 21, 1861. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  James  E. 
Yeatman,  Esq.,  on  whose  motion  Edward  Brooks,  Esq.,  was 
appointed  Chairman,  and  R.  H.  Davis,  Secretary. 

The  proceedings  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  were  read  and 
approved. 

The  Report  of  the  Treasurer,  S.  A.  Ranlett,  Esq.,  was  read, 
and  on  motion  of  J.  B.  S.  Lemoine,  Esq.,  was  adopted. 

The  President  made  a  verbal  Report,  which,  on  motion  of 
Capt.  J.  W.  Luke,  was  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lemoine,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer's  Report  and  the  Proceedings 
of  this  Meeting  be  furnished  to  the  Library  Association  for 
publication  with  its  Annual  Report. 

In  accordance  with  the  Constitution,  an  election  was  then 
held  for  nine  Directors  in  the  Hall  Company  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  adjourned. 

EDWARD  BROOKS,  Chairman. 
R.  H.  Davis,  Secretary. 
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BOARDS  OF  DIRECTION,  1857-'61. 


For  1867. 

James  E.  Yeatman,  President. 
John  T.  Douglass,  Vice  President. 
Seth  A.  Ranlett,  Treasurer. 
James  Smith,  Jr.,  Secretary. 

Directors. 

Robert  K.  Woods, 
Wayman  Crow, 
Carlos  S.  Greeley, 
Henry  D.  Bacon, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison. 


For  1868. 

James  E.  Yeatman,  President. 
John  T.  Douglass,  Vice  President. 
S.  A.  Ranlett,  Secretary  &  Treas'r. 

Directors. 

James  Smith,  Jr. 
Robert  K.  Woods, 
Wayman  Crow, 
Carlos  S.  Greeley, 
Henry  D.  Bacon, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison. 


For  1869. 

James  E.  Yeatman,  President. 
John  T.  Douglass,  Vice  President. 
S.  A.  Ranlett,  Secretary  &  Treas'r. 

Directors. 

James  Smith,  Jr. 
Robert  K.  Woods, 
Wayman  Crow, 
Carlos  S.  Greeley, 
Henry  D.  Bacon, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison. 


For  1860. 

!   James  E.  Yeatman,  President. 

i 

1    Wayman  Crow,  Vice  President. 
S.  A.  Ranlett,  Secretary  &  Treas'r. 

Directors. 

Carlos  S.  Greeley, 
Hudson  E.  Bridge, 
Robert  K.  Woods, 
James  Smith,  Jr. 
Wm.  M.  Morrison, 
H.  D.  Bacon. 


For  1861. 

James  E.  Yeatman,  President. 

Wayman  Crow,  Vice  President. 

Setii  A.  Ranlett,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

Directors. 

H.  D.  Bacon, 
Hudson  E.  Bridge, 
Carlos  S.  Greeley, 
Robert  E.  Woods, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison, 
James  Smith,  Jr. 


iPROCEEDINOS 


OP     THE 


TENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING 


OF     THE 


ercanlile  Iftbrarg  pall  (ftompng, 


JANUARY    31,    1861 


+  •  » 


The  Tenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Stockholders  of  the  Mer- 
cantile Library  Hall  Company  was  held  in  the  Rooms  of 
the  Mercantile  Library  Association,  on  Monday  evening,  Jan- 
uary 21, 1861. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  James  E. 
Yeatman,  Esq.,  on  whose  motion  Edward  Brooks,  Esq.,  was 
appointed  Chairman,  and  R.  H.  Davis,  Secretary. 

The  proceedings  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  were  read  and 
approved. 

The  Report  of  the  Treasurer,  S.  A.  Ranlett,  Esq.,  was  read, 
and  on  motion  of  J.  B.  S.  Lemoine,  Esq.,  was  adopted. 

The  President  made  a  verbal  Report,  which,  on  motion  of 
Capt.  J.  W.  Luke,  was  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lemoine,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer's  Report  and  the  Proceedings 
of  this  Meeting  be  furnished  to  the  Library  Association  for 
publication  with  its  Annual  Report. 

In  accordance  with  the  Constitution,  an  election  was  then 
held  for  nine  Directors  in  the  Hall  Company  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  adjourned. 

EDWARD  BROOKS,  Chairman. 
R.  H.  Davis,  Secretary. 
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Mercantile  Library  Hall, 

St.  Louis,  Jan.  21, 1861. 
To  the  Stockholders  of  the 

Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company* 

We,  the  undersigned  Inspectors,  appointed  in  conformity  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  your  Company  to  superintend  an  election  for  Directors  to 
serve  during  the  year  1861,  do  certify  that  the  election  has  been  held  pur- 
suant to  a  nofcice  given  in  the  public  prints,  between  the  hours  of  8  and  9 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  of  this  day,  and  that  the  following  named  nine  Directors 
have  received  the  largest  number  of  votes  cast,  and  are  duly  elected : 

James  E.  Yeatman 4,597 

Wayman  Crow 4,597 

H.  D.  Bacon, 4,597 

H.  E.  Bridge 4,597 

C.  S.  Greeley 4,597 

R.  K.  Woods 4,597 

S.  A.  Ranlett 4,597 

Wm.  M.  Morrison , 4,597 

James  Smith,  Jr 4,597 


J.  W.  LUKE, 
G.  R.  ROBINSON, 
EDWARD  BROOKS, 
R.  H.  DAVIS, 


Inspectors, 
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TREASURER'S    REPORT. 

S.  A.  RANLETT,  Treasurer, 

In  acc?t  with  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company  of  St.  Louis* 

1860.  Dr. 

Jan.  11.    To  Balance  on  hand $      14  37 

"      16.          Mercantile  Library  Association 225  00 

Mar.  23.                "              "              "         77  35 

April  28.  Proceeds  of  Bonds  Nos.  15  and  16,  4  and  5  years, 

to  Ranlett 2,000  00 

"      "  Proceeds  of  Bonds  Nos.  17  and  18,  4  years,  to 

Yeatman 2,000  00 

u      "           St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Association 4,357  50 

"      "           Bills  receivable,  M.  &  Dickson  note 3,150  00 

July     2.          St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Association 150  00 

Nov.     1.                 "               "               "               "          1,050  00 

1861. 

Jan.  11.                 "               "               "               "          225  00 

$13,249  22 

To  Balance $30  26 

1860.  Cr. 

Jan.    11.    Insurance— Atlantic,          $5,000,1 $37  50 

Delaware,           5,000,  " 37  50 

St.  Louis,            5,000,  " 37  50 

United  States,    5,000,  " 37  50 

Commercial,       5,000,  " 37  50 

"     27.                       Floating  Dock,  5,000,  " 37  50 

"     28.                       Western  Mutual,   call, " 29  35 

Hope  Mutual,                " 30  00 

April   2.                       Mound  City,                  " 18  00         302  35 

"    28.    Infest  accH  on  $3,150  Bills  Rec.  disc'nted  8  40 

"     "     Bills  Payable,  note  to  Jas.  Furniss 10,300  00 

Interest  note     200  00 
"     30.    Bills  Payable,  Coupons  on  Bonds  11,  12, 

13, 14,  28,  29,  30 350  00    10,850  00 

"      "     Exchange  accH,  1{  p.  ct.,  $    350 5  25 

«     «  «  «     H     "     10,500 157  50         162  75 

Am't  carried  over,  $11,323  50 
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1860.  Am't  bro't  oyer,  $11,323  50 

May     1.    Bills  Payable,  Coupons  on  10  B'ds,'  1  to  10  500  00         500  00 

"       8.    Insurance— Citizens'         $10,000,  1 75  00 

City  Hartford,  5,000,  " 37  50 

Franklin,           5,000, " 37  50         150  00 

"     12.    Int'st  aco't  on  $150  reo'd  of  M.  &  Dickson  7  96 

Not.    1.    Bills  Payable,  Coup's  on  10  B'ds,  1  to  10,  500  00 
«           "            "      «    7    «      11,12, 

13, 14,  28,  29,  30 350  00 

Bills  Payable,  Coup's  on  2  B'ds,  15  &  16,  100  00 

"          "            "       "  2    «    17  &  18,  100  00      1,050  00 

1861. 

Jan.  11.    Insurance— Marine,    $5,000,  1 37  50 

Atlantic,     5,000," 37  50 

St.  Louis,  5,000,  " 37  50 

Delaware,  5,000,  " 37  50 

U.  States,   5,000,  " 37  50         187  50 

Balance 30  26 

$13,249  22 


Trial  Balance    Sheet  op  the  Mercantile  Library  Hall 
Company's  Books,  January  15,  1861. 

Cb» 


Dr. 

Cash  on  hand $        30  26 

Mer.  Lib.  Association  ....  19  61 

Interest  account 9,887  03 

Mercantile  Lib.  Hall 114,970  30 

Expense  account 268  80 


$125,176  00 


Bills  Payable $27,750  00 

Stock 97,426  00 


$125,176  00 


REPORT  OF  THE  AUDITING  COMMITTEE. 

We,  the  undersigned,  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,'  report  that  we 

have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  with  the  Mercantile  Library 

Hall  Company,  with  the  vouchers  for  the  same,  and  find  them  correct. 

St.  Louis,  Jan.  15, 1861. 

WAYMAN  CROW, 

C.  S.  GREELEY, 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 


M 


T  E  R  M  S  : 

Clerk's  E  i 

Bbsc'riptiMi.        . 

f-B.-ato«k  of  B»n  Comply  tafc 


SUBSCRIPTIONS  MAY  BE  COMMENCED  ON 
DURING  THE  YEAH. 


>N  ANY  I! 


BOARD  OF 

ST.  LOUIS  MERCANTILE 

LIBRARY    ASSOCIATION, 

:;U!Y  HALL  COMMY, 


St.  S 


FOURTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF    THE 


BOARD   OF   DIRECTORS 


OF    THE 


ST.  LOUIS  MERCANTILE  LIBRARY 


ASSOCIATION. 


JANUARY  10,  1860. 


»  ^ 


PRINTED    AT    THE    MISSOURI    DEMOCRAT    OFFICE 

1860. 


"v.. 


TERMS    OF    MEMBERSHIP. 


[Extract  from  the  Constitution  of  the  St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Association.] 

Chapter  I. — Art.  3.  Any  person  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  may, 
upon  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  become  a  member  of  this  Asso- 
ciation on  the  following  terms :  Subscribing  the  Constitution ;  and,  if  a  clerk, 
paying  an  initiation  fee  of  two  dollars,  and  the  further  sum  of  seventy-five 
cents,  quarterly,  in  advance ;  and,  if  in  business  on  his  own  account,  paying 
an  initiation  fee  of  five  dollars,  and  the  further  sum  of  two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents,  semi-annually,  in  advance. 

Art.  5.  Persons  not  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  may,  upon  the  approval 
of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  the  semi-annual  payment,  in  advance,  of  two 
dollars  and  fifty  cents,  become  beneficiary  members,  entitled  to  all  the  privi- 
leges of  regular  membership  except  the  right  to  vote  and  hold  office. 

Art.  6.  Any  person  paying  one  hundred  dollars  at  any  one  time  shall  be- 
come a  life  member,  and,  if  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  shall  enjoy  the 
full  privileges  of  membership. 


RULES  FOR  THE  ISSUE  OF  BOOKS,  ETC. 

[Extract from  Regulations  of  the  Library.] 

Art.  I.  The  Library  and  Reading  Rooms  shall  be  open  every  day  from 
nine  o'clock  a.  m.  until  ten  o'clock  p.  m.,  excepting  Sundays,  the  Fourth  of 
July,  Christmas  and  New- Year. 

Art.  II.  The  Librarian  shall  deliver  to  any  member  applying  personally, 
or  to  his  written  order,  one  volume,  if  it  be  a  folio  or  quarto ;  and  one  book 
or  set,  (not  exceeding  three  volumes,)  if  an  octavo,  a  duodecimo,  or  a  volume 
of  less  size. 

Art.  XII.  Every  member  may  detain  each  book  or  set,  delivered  as  afore- 
said, if  it  be  a  folio  or  quarto,  four  weeks ;  an  octavo,  three  weeks ;  or  a  book 
or  set  of  less  size,  two  weeks ;  except  new  publications,  which,  until  they  have 
been  in  the  Library  two  months,  shall  not  be  detained,  an  octavo  longer  than 
two  weeks,  and  books  of  less  size  one  week,  and  which  shall  not  be  renewed. 
No  book  shall  be  reserved  by  the  Librarian  for  any  Director  or  member. 

Art.  XIII.  Any  member  who  shall  detain  a  book  or  set  longer  than  the 
time  above  limited,  respectively,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  Librarian,  for 
every  day  a  volume  is  so  detained,  if  it  be  a  folio,  four  cents ;  a  quarto,  three 
cents  ;  an  octavo,  two  cents ;  if  it  be  a  duodecimo  or  smaller  volume,  or  pam- 
phlet, one  cent ;  Provided,  always,  if  a  whole  set  be  taken  out  and  a  part  be 
detained  longer  than  the  time  above  limited,  the  fine  shall  be  exacted  for  each 
book  not  returned ;  and  if  such  book  be  detained  one  week  beyond  the  time 
above  limited,  the  forfeiture  shall  be  double. 


BOARD   OF   DIRECTION   FOR    1857. 


John  W.  Luke,  President. 

Lucius  H.  Terry,   Vice  President. 

♦Horace  A.  Conant,  Treasurer. 

Jas.  Wilmer  Smith,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Louis  C.  Billon,  Recording  Secretary. 

John  B.  S.  Lemoine, 

John  Christopher, 

William  F.  Rosver, 

Alexander  H.  Smith,        )    Directors. 

John  D.  Taylor, 

*S.  R.  Clarke, 

#A.  0.  Grubb, 


Wm.  P.  Curtis,  Librarian. 

Stephen  Massoch,  Jr.,  Assistant  Librarian. 

Samuel  Clegg,  Janitor. 


BOARD    OF    DIRECTION   FOR   1858. 


Matthew  V.  L.  McClelland,  President. 

John  B.  S.  Lemoine,  Vice  President. 

George  H.  Loker,  Treasurer. 

George  R.  Wilson,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Calvin  W.  Marsh,  Recording  Secretary. 

John  Christopher, 

John  A.  Brownlee, 

Robert  H.  Davis, 

F.  R.  Alexander,  )   Directors. 

Sydenham  R.  Clarke, 

Sol.  Scott,  Jr., 

tGEOBGE  W.  Tracy, 


Wm.  P.  Curtis,  Librarian. 

Stephen  Massoch,  Jr.,  Assistant  Librarian. 

Samuel  Clegg,  Janitor. 


•  February  7tb,  1857,  Aug.  Knight  resigned,  and  A.  O.  Grubb  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy. 
May  9th,  1867,  Edw.  P.  Curtis  resigned,  to  remove  from  St.  Louis,  and,  on  June  2dA  Horace 
A.  Conant  was  elected  Treasurer.  October  6th,  1867,  C.  P.  Vanderford  resigned,  andS.  R. 
Clarke  was  elected  in  his  place. 

t  August  3d,  1858,  Geo.  W.  Tract  resigned,  and  on  8ept.  7th  Lawrence  Kingiland  was 
elected  to  the  vacancy. 


BOARD    OF    DIRECTION   FOR    1859. 


John  B.  S.  Lemoine,  President. 

Robert  H.  Davis,   Vice  President. 

Samuel  Copp,  Jr.,  Treasurer. 

Alfred  Oarb,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

John  W.  Clark,  Recording  Secretary. 

Lawrence  Eingsland, 

Frank  R.  Alexander, 

John  H.  Siegrist, 

Calvin  W.  Marsh,  )  Directors. 

Isaac  V.  W.  Dutcher, 

Sol.  Scott,  Jr., 

Wm.  C.  Buchanan, 


Wm.  P.  Curtis,  Librarian. 

Stephen  Massoch,  Jr.,  Assistant  Librarian. 

William  Schulze,  Janitor. 


•  •  • 


BOARD    OF   DIRECTION   FOR   1860. 


John  B.  S.  Lemoine,  President. 

Robert  H.  Davis,  Vice  President. 

S.  H.  Laflin,  Treasurer. 

Alfred  Carr,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Archie  Robinson,  Recording  Secretary. 

George  D.  Hall, 

John  H.  Siegrist, 

John  D.  Lapslet, 

C.  W.  Marsh,  }  Directors. 

Colton  Greene, 

C  C.  Ferguson, 

John  H.  Beach, 


Thos.  L.  Moore,  Actuary. 
Edward  Wm.  Johnston,  Librarian. 
William  Anderson,  1st  Assistant  Librarian. 
George  Anderson,  2d  Assistant  Librarian. 


George  Hors,  Janitor. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 


FOURTEENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING 


OF   THE 


MERCANTILE  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION, 

JANUARY    lOth,    I860. 


At  the  Fourteenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  St.  Louis  Mercan- 
tile Library  Association,  held  in  the  small  Hall  of  the  Library 
Building,  on  the  evening  of  the  10th  instant,  the  meeting  was 
called  to  order  by  J.  B.  S.  Lemoine,  Esq.,  the  President  of  the 
Association,  and  on  his  motion  Wayman  Crow,  Esq.,  was  called  to 
the  Chair,  and  G.  F.  Crawley  and  Hugh  McKittrick,  were  ap- 
pointed Secretaries. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  were  then  read,  also  the 
proceedings  of  the  called  meeting  held  June  20th,  1859. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer,  Samuel  Copp,  Jr.,  was  then  read 
and  accepted,  and  the  following  report  made  by  the  Committee  on 
Ways  and  Means  : 

St.  Louis,  January  10,  1860. 

The  undersigned,  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  the  Mercantile  Library 
Association,  have  examined  your  Treasurer's  accounts,  and  find  them  correct, 
and  that  he  has  proper  vouchers  for  all  expenditures. 

ISAAC  V.  W.  DUTCHER, 
JOHN  H.  SIEGRIST. 

The  President  of  the  Association  then  read  the  annual  report 
of  the  Board  of  Directors,  which,  on  motion  of  John  W.  Lukb, 
was  accepted  and  adopted, 
B 
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The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  C.  S.  Grbbly,  Esq.: 

Resolved,  That  in  the  large  increase  in  the  number  of  readers  and  books 
issued,  we  find  gratifying  proofs  of  the  growing  usefulness  of  the  Library ; 
and  in  the  large  addition  of  members,  in  the  gain  of  1,465  shares  of  stock  in 
the  Hall  Company ;  and  in  the  acquisition  of  $21,895  28  of  property  during 
the  past  year,  we  are  furnished  with  abundant  evidence  of  the  energy  and 
success  which  have  signally  characterized  the  administration  of  J.  B.  S.  Lk- 
moine  and  his  associate  Officers  and  Directors. 

Resolved,  That  as  expressive  of  our  just  appreciation  of  their  services,  we 
hereby  tender  them  the  thanks  of  the  Association. 

Which,  on  motion,  was  adopted. 

Mr.  C.  Haywcod  then  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Records  of  this  Association  are  the  property  of  its 
members,  and  are  at  all  times  open  to  their  perusal. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Alexander  offered  to  amend  the  resolution  as  follows : 

That  any  member,  by  properly  applying  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Association, 
shall  have  free  access  to  its  Record  Book. 

Which  amendment  was  adopted. 
The  resolution  as  amended  was  then  adopted. 
On  motion  of  John  T.  Douglass,  the  resolution  was  reconsidered, 
and  the  following  substitute  offered  by  Mr.  H.  D.  Bacon  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Recording  Secretary  is  the  custodian  of  the  Record 
Book  of  the  Association,  and  the  same  shall  on  all  proper  occasions  be  acces- 
sible to  th8  members  upon  application  to  that  officer. 

Adopted. 

The  following  resolution  was  then  offered  by  Mr.  John  Lapsley  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  are  hereby  instructed  to  have  two 
thousand  copies  of  the  reports  of  the  Directors,  Treasurer  and  Auditing  Com- 
mittee of  this  Association,  and  also,  of  the  next  Annual  Report  of  the  Mer- 
cantile Library  Hall  Company,  printed  in  pamphlet  form  for  gratuitous  dis- 
tribution. 

Adopted. 

Mr.  Martin  moved  that  in  the  further  proceedings,  no  member  be 
allowed  to  speak  more  than  five  minutes. 

Adopted. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Alexander  then  moved  that  the  reports  and  proceed- 
ings of  this  meeting,  shall  be  furnished  to  the  daily  papers  for  pub- 
ication.     Carried. 
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The  resolution  lying  over  from  the  called  meeting,  June  24, 
1859,  being  in  order,  it  was  read  by  the  Secretary  as  follows  : 

Whereas,  The  resolution  instructing  the  Board  of  Directors  to  close  the 
cases  in  the  Library,  has  proven  unpopular  and  inexpedient,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  are  hereby  instructed  to  re-open  to  the  free  use 
of  members,  all  cases  containing  general  literature,  keeping  closed  only  those 
which  contain  such  valuable  sets  of  books  as  the  Delphin  classics,  books  of 
engraving,  and  rare  books,  duplicates  of  which  cannot  be  obtained. 

Mr.  John  W.  Luke  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  but  subsequently 
withdrew  his  motion,  and  Mr.  Haywood  addressed  the  meeting. 

Mr.  Albert  Pierce  then  offered  a  substitute : 

Resolved,  That  a  poll  be  opened  at  the  coming  election,  and  the  members 
vote  respectively  for  or  against  the  re-opening  of  the  book  cases,  as  referred 
to  in  the  original  resolution.  A  majority  either  way  to  determine  the  matter 
until  the  Association  shall  annul  or  change  the  same. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Alexander  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Pending  which,  the  meeting  was  addressed  by  Messrs.  Pierce, 
Alexander,  Colburn,  Mudd,  McClelland,  Ladue,  Brooks  and 
Grammer.  Mr.  Alexander  then  withdrew  his  motion,  and  Mr. 
McClelland  addressed  the  meeting,  followed  by  Meesrs.  Lemoine, 
Wherry  and  Clarke. 

Dr.  S.  R.  Clarke  moved  to  lay  the  whole  question  on  the  table, 
until  the  next  annual  meeting. 

Motion  lost. 

Mr.  H.  D.  Bacon  then  addressed  the  meeting,  and  afterwards  the 
substitute  of  Mr.  Pierce  was  put  to  vote.  The  Chair  appointed  J. 
H.  Alexander  and  C.  Haywood  as  tellers,  who  reported  that  the 
substitute  was  rejected. 

The  question  then  being  on  the  original  resolution,  it  was  by  the 
tellers  reported  rejected. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  adjourned. 

WAYMAN  CROW,  Chairman. 

Hugh  McKittrick,  )  0       . 
Geo.  F.  Crawley,    J  Secretaries. 


TREASURER'S   REPORT. 


Rooms  Mercantile  Library  Association,  i 
St.  Louis,  January  10,  1859.         \ 

The  Treasurer  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Association  submits  the 
accompanying  documents  as  his  Report  of  the  Receipts  and  Expendi- 
tures for  the  past  year,  and  present  financial  condition  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, viz : 

Exhibit  "  A" — Cash  account. 

Exhibit  "B" — Balance  sheet. 

Exhibit  "  C  " — Profit  and  loss  account. 

SAMUEL  COPP,  Jr.,  Treasurer. 


EXHIBIT  "A»— CASH  ACCOUNT. 


26 
00 
00 
50 
75 
00 
20 
00 
70 
00 


Receipts. 
To  balance  from  George  H. 

Loker,  Treasurer $  990 

Initiation  Fees , 801 

Life  Members 30 

Proprietors 2,099 

Clerks 1,974 

Beneficiaries 1,510 

Fines 118 

Cash  Donations 152 

Newspapers  sold 9 

Catalogue 239 

Hall  receipts : 

Grand  Hall,  $3,478  30 

Small  Hall,  2,101  00 

Stores 4,731  71 

Lectures  account 

Books  lost  and  paid  for. 

Light  account 

Books  account 

Interest  account 

Mercantile  Lib.  Hall  Co. 

$2 
To  balance $367  03 


By 


10,311  01 

2,199  30 

13  10 

•   5  00 

150  00 

3  20 

320  00 

$20,926  02 

Expenditures. 

Newspaper  account $  123  00 

Catalogue  account 345  25 

Hall  expenditures 1,044  05 

Lecture  account 1,891  80 

Furniture  account 2,472  91 

Light  account 1,090  02 

Books  account 2,500  90 

Interest  account 62  55 

Mercantile  Lib'y  Hall  Co  6,157  00 

Postage  account 55  45 

Fuel  account 278  85 

Transportation  account.  80  58 

Periodical  account 436  80 

Librarians 2,791  32 

Binding 295  90 

Insurance 357  25 

Printing 255  00 

Stationery 58  81 

Fine  Arts  account 123  55 

Advertising 102  00 

Profit  and  Loss 36  00 

Balance  on  hand 367  03 


$20,926  02 
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EXHIBIT  «B  "—BALANCE  SHEET. 
December  31, 1859. 


Dr. 

To  Books  account ..$20,688  13 

Book  donations  account  8,352  22 

Book  duplicate        "  2  60 

Periodical               «  461  08 

Furniture                «  3,225  91 

Cash                        «  367  03 

Debts  receivable 50  00 

Catalogue 1,030  38 

Mercantile  Library  Hall 

Co.,  stock 42,020  00 

Fine  Arts  account 12,754  05 

Bills  receivable 333  30 


$89,284  70 


By  Stock  account. 


Cr. 
.$89,284  70 


$89,284  70 


EXHIBIT  "  C.»— PROFIT  AND  LOSS  ACCOUNT. 


Dr. 

To  Postage  Account $  55  4( 

Fuel -    278  8( 

Lights 1,085  OS 

Transportation  80  5£ 

Librarians 2,291  3i 

Binding 295  91 

Insurance 357  25 

Newspaper 113  3C 

Printing 255  0C 

Stationery 58  81 

Interest 59  35 

Advertising 102  00 

Counterfeit  money 36  00 

Catalogue 500  00 

Stock  account,  nett  gain 

thisyear 21,895  28 

$27,464  11 


Cr. 

3y  Initiation  Fees 812  00 

Life  Members 13,400  00 

Proprietors 2,309  50 

Clerks 1,983  75 

Beneficiaries 1,510  00 

Fines 118  20 

Cash  Donations 152  00 

Lectures 307  50 

Hall 3,413  26 

Books  Lost  and  Paid  for  13  10 

Fine  Arts 1,145  00 

Book  donations 1,279  80 

Stock  donations 1,020  00 

« 


$27,464  11 


FOURTEENTH  ANNUAL   REPORT 

OF     THE 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

OF     THE 

ST.  LOUIS  MERCANTILE  LIBRARY 

ASSOCIATION. 


In  the  pleasing  discharge  of  the  duty  enjoined  upon  them  by  the 
constitution,  the  retiring  Board  of  Directors  greet  you,  on  this  the 
fourteenth  annual  meeting  of  your  association  with  what,  notwith- 
standing the  many  opposing  influences  of  a  general  financial  and 
other  character,  they  hope  will  prove  to  be  a  gratifying  report  of  its 
progress  and  condition  whilst  under  their  management,  and  afford  an 
encouraging  view  of  its  prospects  for  the  future. 

In  accordance  with  the  terms  of  your  lease  from  the  Hall  Com- 
pany, you  have  extinguished  $3,000  of  its  bonded  debt  which  matured 
in  May  last,  acd  also  paid  the  semi-annual  interest  accruing  upon 
the  entire  debt  of  the  Hall  Company,  amounting,  bond  and  interest, 
to  $5,550. 

The  experience  of  the  past  two  years  satisfactorily  demonstrates 
your  ability  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  this  lease,  and  as  the 
interest  upon  the  unmatured  debt  of  the  Hall  Company,  for  which 
you  are  bound,  is  reduced  $300  per  annum  till  paid,  there  need  be 
no  apprehension  for  the  future,  of  your  promptly  meeting  its  require- 
ments. 

All  necessary  repairs  resulting  from  the  natural  wear  of  this  build- 
ing, and  which,  under  the  conditions  of  your  lease,  are  to  be  paid  by 
you,  have  been  made,  and  though  inconsiderable  in  amount,  appear 
in  your  Treasurer's  report. 
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Your  revenue  from  the  rent  of  stores,  halls  and  other  rooms  for 
1859,  amounts  to  $10,644  21,  being  largely  in  excess  of  all  ex- 
penses and  continuing  you  in  the  occupancy,  rent  free,  of  your  pre- 
sent ample  accommodations. 

You  are  under  obligations  to  the  following  persons  for  donations 
of  stock  in  the  Hall  Co.,  viz  : 


Gerard  B.  Allen, 2  shares. 

Nicholas  Wall, 5  " 

Alex.  Leitch, 3  " 

Neree  Valle, 5  " 

David  Brownlee, 5  " 

Augustus  McD  o well, 2  i ' 

Andrew  Christy, 5  " 


John  Triplett, 2  shares. 

Charles   Tillman, 5  " 

Pierre  Chouteau, 20  " 

Chas.  P.  Chouteau, 25  " 

Macklot  Thompson, 2  " 

Robert  A.  Barnes, 5  " 

R.  M.  Funkhouser, 3  " 


In  addition  to  these  donations,  we  have  the  pleasure  of  noticing  a 
bequest  of  13  shares  from  the  late  Mrs.  Ellen  J.  Wilgus,  making  a 
total  by  donation  and  bequest  of  102  shares,  or  $1,020  00. 

You  have  received  in  exchange  for  life  memberships  1,363  shares, 
making  a  total  of  stock  in  the  Hall  Company  acquired  from  all 
sources  during  the  year,  1465  shares,  or  $14,650,  which  added  to  the 
amount  held  by  you  at  the  close  of  the  last  year,  #ives  you  4,203 
shares  at  this  date,  or  $42,030,  very  nearly  one-half  of  the  entire 
capital  stock  of  that  Company. 

Tour  Board  have  steadily  adhered  to  the  policy  of  receiving  this  stock 
at  par,  both  in  exchange  for  life  memberships  and  limited  periods  of 
membership,  and  have  been  active  in  their  efforts  to  induce  its  transfer 
for  these  considerations,  and  we  earnestly  hope  that  this  subject  n  ay 
claim  the  attention  and  enlist  the  labors  of  our  successors  from  year 
to  year,  till  you  shall  have  become  the  exclusive  owners  of  this  in- 
creasingly productive  property,  providing  you  with  an  unembarassed 
and  reliable  revenue,  almost  sufficient  within  itself,  to  sustain  and 
develope  the  legitimate  objects  of  your  Association. 

Such  is  the  identity  of  interest  between  the  Hall  Company  and 
your  Association,  that  so  fi*r  from  regarding  your  efforts  to  absorb 
their  stock  with  jealousy,  you  will  find,  as  our  experience  has  taught 
us,  their  liveliest  sympathies  always  enlisted  in  your  success. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

Profiting  by  the  example  of  our  predecessors,  the  canvass  for  new 
members  has  been  actively  kept  up  throughout  the  year,  and  with 
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a  success  which  has  not  only  added  materially  to  your  income,  but 
has  extended  the  beneficial  influences  for  which  your  Association  was 
designed,  to  still  greater  numbers.  The  pecuniary  means  which  from 
this  time  onward  will  be  at  your  disposal  for  the  increase  of  your 
treasury  of  knowledge,  will  soon  make  your  Association  rather  an 
object  to  be  sought  after,  than  a  seeker  for  those  upon  whom  she 
would  confer  such  inestimable  benefits. 

We  have  enrolled  during  the  year,  595  new  members,  and  lost  by 
death,  removal  and  withdrawal,  395,  making  a  net  gain  for  the  year 
of  200.  Your  entire  membership  on  the  31st  of  December,  1859, 
numbered  1,897,  classed  as  follows: 

Life  Members 388 

Proprietors  , 441 

Clerks 694 

Beneficiaries 374 


1,897 

The  large  number  of  withdrawals  is  accounted  for  in  the  monthly 
reports  of  the  "  Actuary"  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  by  whom  he  was 
instructed  to  report  with  each  withdrawal  of  a  subscriber,  the  reason 
assigned  therefor.  By  reference  to  these  reports  we  find  an  unusual 
number  of  removals,  either  from  or  to  remote  parts  of  the  city — 
some  have  plead  "  hard  times,"  others  "  only  joined  for  a  year," 
and  such  like  reasons,  whilst  as  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  learn, 
some  twenty-five  have  withdrawn  on  account  of  the  locking  of  the 
book-cases. 

It  is,  notwithstanding,  a  subject  of  congratulation  that  your  aggre- 
gate membership  is  largely  over  that  of  last  year,  which  was  more 
successful  in  its  acquisition  of  new  members  than  any  preceding 
year  of  your  history. 

BOOKS. 

Soon  after  the  organization  of  your  Board,  they  directed  their  at- 
tention to  the  judicious  selection  and  purchase  of  all  the  books  that 
the  utmost  resources  of  the  Association,  which  could  be  so  applied, 
would  justify,  and  to  this  end  the  Book  Committee,  unwilling  to  rely 
upon  their  own  unaided  capacity,  availed  themselves  of  the  services 
of  Mr.  Edward  William  Johnston,  whose  scholarly  attainments 
and  extensive  knowledge  of  books  had  attracted  the  attention  of  our 
c 
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predecessors  to  him,  as  eminently  qualified  for  the  compilation  of  the 
catalogue,  and  who,  from  this  service  was  better  acquainted  with 
the  needed  additions  to  your  Library ;  to  him  they  confided  the  pre- 
paration of  the  book  lists,  and  after  a  month  or  six  weeks  of  careful 
study,  he  submitted  lists  recommending  the  purchase  of  such  books 
as  would  complete  the  departments  of  English  history  and  English 
literature,  and  raise  these  to  a  standard  second  to  no  other  library  in 
the  country.  These  lists  were  reported  by  the  Book  Committee  to 
the  Board,  and  by  them  ordered  to  be  purchased.  That  no  unneces- 
sary delay  might  arise  in  the  execution  of  this  order,  and  to  save  all 
expenses  of  commission  to  book  agents  in  this  country,  import  duty, 
&c,  at  his  suggestion,  the  Board  instructed  the  President  to  send  the 
order  direct  to  London  to  his  correspondents,  which  was  done,  and 
within  three  months  from  the  date  of  the  transmission  of  the  order, 
the  larger  portion  of  the  books  were  delivered  at  your  Library,  and  the 
remainder,  rarer  books,  and  more  difficult  to  obtain,  were  forwarded  at 
different  intervals,  till  within  the  past  month,  when  the  order  was 
completed,  and  the  entire  lists  are  now  upon  your  shelves,  and  duly 
registered  in  your  catalogue,  forming  an  addition  to  your  collection 
which  competent  judges  have  pronounced  invaluable.  Hitherto  your 
orders  for  foreign  books,  made  in  the  early  part  of  one  year,  and 
sent  through  the  ordinary  channels,  have  been  executed  with  perplex- 
ing delay,  and  usually  received  in  scattering,  incomplete  instalments, 
reaching  to  a  late  period  of  the  succeeding  year,  if,  indeed,  ever 
completed — thus  keeping  your  Directors  in  suspense  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  ordering  others  in  their  stead,  as  well  as  the  appropriations 
necessary  to  meet  their  cost. 

Systematic  additions  to  your  books  are  of  scarcely  less  importance 
than  their  judicious  and  intelligent  selection  ;  for  the  means  of  ob- 
taining knowledge  are  only  useful  as  those  means  are  rendered  com- 
plete, whilst  on  the  other  hand  random  or  unstudied  accumulations 
of  books,  will  inevitably  result  in  confusion  and  perplexity  to  all  who 
seek  either  entertainment  or  study,  from  their  connection  with  your 
Association. 

With  the  increase  of  your  library,  the  attainments  of  the  librarian 
should  keep  pace.  He  should  be  acquainted  with  not  merely  all  it 
contains,  but  all  that  it  should  be  brought  to  contain,  and  if  destitute 
of  an  adequate  knowledge  of  literature  and  the  languages,  of  science 
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and  of  history,  how  fruitlessly  must  he  toil  in  the  discharge  of  hiB 
vast  and  responsible  duties  ! 

There  have  been  added  to  the  library  by  purchase  during  the  year, 
960  volumes,  costing  $2,430  30,  and  you  have  had  presented  to  you 
during  the  same  period,  345  volumes,  valued  at  $1,279  80.  You 
have  had  bound  and  placed  upon  your  shelves,  56  volumes  of  periodi- 
cals, at  a  cost  of  $183. 

The  whole  number  of  volumes  in  the  library  on  the  31st  December, 
1859,  was  16,156,  estimated  at  $29,040  35. 

The  Books  given  to  the  Library  during  the  year  number  345 
volumes,  and  were  from  the  following  persons  and  Associations : 


Matthew  S.  Fife, 
James  S.  Lytle, 

A.  C.  Carter, 
N.  H.  Parker, 
Wm.  C.  Defriez, 
R.  McKenna, 
Rev.  T.  M.  Post, 
Sherman  Harris, 
Hon.  T.  Polk, 

Hon.  F.  P.  Blair,  jr., 
M.  Hopewell, 
J.  B.  Fisher, 
Hon.  Chas.  B.  Lord, 
Col.  Robert  Campbell, 
R.  Thomas8y, 
Geo.  R.  Bissell, 
W.  Maury, 
Wm.  Wightman, 

B.  F.  Shuter, 
Wm.  P.  Curtis, 
D.  Dana,  jr., 
Ferd.  Bocher, 
Wm.  T.  Harris, 
R.  F.  Sass, 
Walter  M.  Gibson, 
John  Moss, 
Lucien  Carr, 
John  J.  Bailey, 
Geo.  Knapp  &  Co., 
McKee  &  Fishback, 


W.  C.  Bragg, 

James  £.  Yeatman, 

John  Reynolds, 

S.  A.  Ranlett, 

Prof.  A.  D.  Bache, 

W.  D.  Bishop, 

D.  T.  Bingham, 

S.  Waterhouse, 

C.  S.  Blood, 

F.  A.  Mc  Gar  ah  an, 

H.  T.  Tomlinson, 

Wm.  M.  Campbell, 

Thomas  L.  Moore, 

M.  £.  Martin, 

Dr.  Solon  Stark, 

M.  Wm.  Higgins, 

I.  H.  Keim, 

Alfred  Carr, 

Simeon  Kerl, 

San  Francisco  Mercantile  Library 
Association, 

American  Pharmaceutical  Asso- 
ciation, 

Smithsonian  Institute, 

Ohio  State  Government, 

New  York  State  Library, 

St.  Louis  Academy  of  Sciences, 

Baltimore  Mercantile  Library  As- 
sociation. 
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You  have  received  Pamphlets  from  the  following  individuals  and 
Associations : 


Hugh  Magee, 

Frank  P.  Blair,  jr., 

Hon.  T.  Polk, 

George  A.  Leavitt  So  Co., 

Blanchard  &  Lea, 

G.  W.  Hough, 

S.  Smith, 

Library  Company  of  Philadelphia, 

Mercantile  Library  Association  of 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
Ohio  Mechanics'  Institute,    . 
Massachusetts  School  for  Idiotic 

and  Feeble-minded  Youth, 


Perkins'  Institution, 
Petersburg  Library  Association, 
Washington  University,  St.  Louis, 
State  University,  Michigan, 
Cambridge  School  Committee, 
Mercantile  Library  Association   of 

Philadelphia, 
Mercantile  Library   Association  of 

Cincinnati, 
Western  Boatmen's  Association  of 

St.  Louis, 
Young  Men's  Association  of  Buffalo, 
Ohio  State  Library. 


The  following  Newspapers  have  been  received  free  of  charge : 


Charleston  Daily  Courier,     from 

Canton  Weekly  Register, 

Westliche  Post, 

Anzeiger  des  VVestens, 

Westliche  Blatter, 

Dor  Salon, 

Missouri  Republican, 

Missouri  Democrat, 

St.  Louis  Evening  News, 

St.  Louis  Daily  Express, 

St.  Louis  Morning  Herald, 

St.  Louis  Observer, 

Central  Christian  Advocate, 

St.  Louis  Christian  Advocate, 

Manchester  Guardian, 

Kansas  Free  Press, 

St.  Louis  Daily  Bulletin, 

Daily  Richmond  Enquirer, 

Lexington  Weekly  Express, 

Chicago  Daily  Times, 

Randolph  Citizen, 

Nashville  Patriot, 

Mobile  Daily  Advertiser, 

Revue  de  l'Ouest, 

Western  Watchman, 

New  York  Herald, 

Daily  Pantagraph, 

Nashville  Daily  Gazette, 

Central  City  &  Brunswicker, 

Southwest  Democrat, 

Jefferson  Examiner, 
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A.  S.  Wellington  &  Co. 
Davison  &  Nicelet. 
Daenzer  &  Hertle. 
Henry  Boernstein. 
Otto  Kuppins. 
Publisher. 
Geo.  Knapp  &  Co. 
McKee  &  Fishback. 

C.  G.  Ramsey  &  Co. 
Wm.  Cuddy. 

Jas.  L.  Faucett. 
A.  F.  Cox. 
Swormstedt  &  Poe. 

D.  R.  M' Anally. 
Unknown. 

H.  D.  Hunt. 

J.  L.  Bittinger  &  Co. 

Ritchie,  Dunnavant,  Tyler  &  Wise. 

Julian  &  Vaughan. 

Sheahan  &  Price. 

F.  M.  Taylor. 

A.  S.  Camp  &  Co. 

W.  G.  Clark  &  Co. 

J.  Wolf. 

Rev.  Wm.  Crowell. 

S.  B.  Bullock. 

Wm.  E.  Foote. 

James  P.  Bell  &  Co. 

R.  C.  Hancock. 

Murray  &  Leach. 

W.  G.  Cheeney. 


21 

An  opportunity  was  offered  the  Board  of  possessing,  at  a  very 
small  cost,  compared  with  their  intrinsic  value,  a  very  rare  and  com- 
plete collection  of  maps  and  charts  of  the  great  Eastern  and  South- 
ern seas,  to  the  number  of  126,  three  of  them  very  large,  original 
maps,  yet  unpublished,  and  therefore  very  valuable,  besides  various 
printed  books  descriptive  of  the  history  and  languages  of  the  fat 
East.  These  were  carefully  formed  by  the  adventurous  navigator 
of  the  Indian  and  Polynesian  Seas,  Captain  Walter  Gibson,  some- 
what unfortunately  known  for  the  long  captivity  ho  endured  at  the 
hands  of  the  Dutch.  Whilst  an  examination  of  the  merits  of  this 
collection  was  being  made,  an  ever  ready  and  generous  friend,  whose 
liberality  you  have  been  so  repeatedly  reminded  of,  presented  them 
to  the  Association.  They  are  valued  at  $800,  which  is  far  less 
than  their  owner  would  have  sold  them  at,  but  for  his  necessities. 
For  this  valuable  gift  you  are  indebted  to  James  E.  Yeatman,  Esq. 

You  are  under  obligations  to  the  Hon.  Charles  B.  Lord,  for  a 
bound  volume  of  some  95  large  folio  maps,  plans  and  charts,  very  old 
and  interesting,  comprehending  the  face  of  all  the  European  States, 
dating  back  to  1725,  and  descending  to  about  the  end  of  that  cen- 
tury. They  are  as  valuable  as  they  have  become  difficult  to  obtain. 
These  donations  fortunately  fall  within  that  department  where  we 
were  poorest,  and  with  what  we  previously  possessed,  form  a  body 
of  geographical  information  such  as  few  American  Libraries  exceed. 

To  Messrs.  George  Knapp  &  Co.  you  are  indebted  for  complete 
bound  files  of  the  National  Intelligencer,  from  1831  to  1844,  which 
are  valuable  as  making  whole  oxp  own  incomplete  set. 

LECTURES. 

Although  the  efforts  of  the  Lecture  Committee  were  untiringly 
directed  toward  the  successful  inauguration  of  this  means  of  popular 
instruction  and  entertainment,  for  several  months  in  advance  of  the 
season,  they  were  disappointed  in  procuring  the  attendance  of  many 
distinguished  literary  and  scientific  gentlemen,  witjh  whom  they  cor- 
responded, but  they  still  had  the  pleasure  of  presenting  to  St.  Louis 
audiences  for  the  first  time  several  whom  a  very  general  desire  had 
been  expressed  to  see  and  hear.  These  were  received  with  evidences 
of  satisfaction,  and  their  engagement  caused  no  loss  to  the  Asso- 
ciation. 


22 

At  the  solicitation  of  quite  a  number  of  the  members  and  other 
patrons  of  the  Association,  the  Lecture  Committee  were  authorized 
to  effect  an  engagement  with  Mr.  George  Vandenhoff,  of  New  York, 
for  a  series  of  Prose  and  Poetical  Readings,  which  whilst  they 
proved  a  very  popular  and  agreeable  diversion  from  the  hitherto 
monotonous  lecture  course,  were  very  instructive  and  highly  enter- 
taining ;  so  much  so  that  a  second  engagement  was  made  with  Mr. 
Vandenhoff,  which  was  concluded  no  less  satisfactorily,  notwith- 
standing the  disadvantage  of  very  inclement  weather. 

The  following  embraces  a  Hst  of  the  lectures  delivered  under  the 
auspices  of  your  Association  during  the  year : 

Hon.  E.  A.  Hannegan,  of  St.  Louis,  since  deceased. 
13th  January — Subject :  "  Our  Country ;  Its  Past,  Present  and  Future." 

Hon.  Thomas  F.  Marshall,  of  Kentucky. 

28th  and  30th  June — Subject :  "  The  Life,  Character,  and  Public  Services  of 

Henry  Clay." 

2d  July,  "  "  Modern  Europe,  from  the  close  of  the  Fif- 

teenth Century  till  the  breaking  out  of 
the  French  Revolution." 

5th  and  6th  July,  "         "  Napoleon  Buonaparte,  from  the  French  Re- 

volution till  his  death." 

George  Vandenhoff,  of  New  York— Six  Readings. 

24th  October — Subject:  " Shakspeare,  with  selections   from  Macbeth  and 

Much  Ado  About  Nothing." 
25th        "  "  "  Poetry  and  its  Uses,  with  selections  from  various 

authors." 
27th        "  "  "An  Evening  with  Sheridan,  and  selections  from 

.  %  the  play  of  the  Rivals." 

29th        "  "  "An  Evening  with  Dickens,  with  the  reading  of 

selections  from  Pickwick." 
11th  November,  "  "  Gems  of  Prose  and  Poetry." 
12th        «  "  "An  Evening  with  Sheridan,  and  the  reading  of  the 

School  for  Scandal." 

Rev.  Thomas  Starr  King,  of  Boston. 

2d  November — Subject:  "Substance  and  Show." 
4th       "  "         "  The  Laws  of  Disorder." 

The  Hon.  Grantley  Berkley,  of  England. 

9th  November— Subject :  "  English  Impressions  of  the  Manners,  Customs,  and 

Sports  of  the  Far  West." 
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Prof.  E.  D.  Sanborn,  of  St.  Louis* 
26  th  November — Subject :  "  Roman  Satirists  and  their  Modern  Imitators.' 

Hon.  Henry  S.  Foote,  of  Mississippi. 
9th  December— Subject :  "The  Patriot  President." 

The  respective  lectures  of  the  Hon.  E.  A.  Hanne&an,  Hon. 
Grantley  Berkley  and  Hon.  Henry  S.  Foote,  were  delivered  free 
of  charge  to  the  Association,  and  you  are  under  obligations  to  these 
gentlemen  for  the  net  proceeds. 

The  total  receipts  from  the  lectures  and  readings  were  $2,227  10  ; 
and  the  expenses  $1,916  10 ;  leaving  a  net  balance  in  the  Treasury 
of  $310  30. 

We  have  two  engagements  for  the  future,  one  with  Chancellor 
Hoyt,  of  the  Washington  University  of  this  city,  from  whom  you 
will  have  the  pleasure  of  hearing  a  lecture  on  Thursday  evening  of 
this  week.  The  other  with  Henry  J.  Raymond,  Esq.,  editor  of  the 
New  York  Times,  for  a  lecture  on  the  2d  of  February  next. 

Among  others,  invitations  were  addressed  to  Professor  Henry,  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institute ;  Lieut.  Maury,  of  the  Washington  Ob- 
servatory ;  Rev.  E.  H.  Chapin,  of  New  York ;  Gov.  Wise,  of  Vir- 
ginia ;  Senator  Benjamin,  of  Louisiana,  and  Senator  Toombs,  .of 
Georgia ;  all  of  whom  expressed  the  warmest  interest  in  the  objects 
of  your  Association,  but  by  reason  of  other  engagements  were  com- 
pelled to  decline. 

As  it  is  no  part  of  the  design  of  your  Association  to  derive  a  rev- 
enue from  this  source,  but  to  impart  useful  instruction  and  profitable 
entertainment  through  the  best  teachers,  and  on  the  cheapest  possible 
terms  to  all,  but  especially  to  its  members,  still  such  has  been  your 
pecuniary  circumstances  that  it  would  have  been  unwise  to  hazard 
any  loss  in  developing  this  plan. 

Now,  as  your  means  for  the  future  will  justify  it,  we  would  urgently 
recommend  to  our  successors  to  secure  the  services  of  the  first  order 
of  Lecturers  in  Practical  Science,  History  and  Literature,  and  make 
up  a  regular  course  of  three  or  four  Lectures  upon  each  of  these  sub- 
jects, to  be  delivered  successively  till  each  is  finished,  and  arrange 
tickets  for  the  whole  course,  or  parts  of  the  course  at  proportionate 
rates,  for  all  except  the  members.  Let  these  be  admitted/rea,  which 
is  but  a  privilege  they  should  enjoy,  from  their  connection  with  and 
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interest  in  the  Association  ;  and  even  should  such  a  course  produce 
actual  loss,  it  would  be  speedily  made  up  in  the  accession  of  mem- 
bers, who  would  have  this  additional  privilege  to  attract  them  to  your 
connection. 

ART. 

You  are  indebted  to  George  C.  Bingham,  Esq.,  your  own  native 
artist,  of  acknowledged  merit  and  distinction,  for  portraits  of 
George  and  Martha  Washington,  copies  of  the  originals  by  Stew- 
art now  in  possession  of  the  Boston  Athenaeum,  and  painted  by  him 
as  studies,  from  which  he  has  executed  much  larger  and  more  finished 
pictures,  under  an  order  from  the  Legislature  of  Missouri,  and  which 
now  grace  its  Capitol.  These  portraits  have  been  greatly  admired, 
and  will  continue  to  contribute  to  the  interest  which  this  department 
inspires  in  the  frequenters  of  your  rooms. 

The  many  ardent  friends  and  admirers  of  Robett  Burns,  upon 
the  celebration  of  his  centennial  birth-day,  presented  to  you,  through 
Henry  W.  Williams,  Esq.,  a  beautiful  pastel  portrait  of  the  im- 
mortal Bard,  richly  framed,  and  for  which  your  thanks  are  due.  We 
were  informed  at  the  same  time  of  the  further  purpose  of  these  gen- 
tlemen to  present  you  a  bust  of  this  gifted  poet,  as  soon  as  one  could 
be  procured  of  acknowledged  merit.  By  a  recent  letter  from  Mr. 
Williams,  we  are  advised  that  they  have  so  far  been  unsuccessful  in 
their  search,  but  that  they  are  not  without  hopes  of  ere  long  contrib- 
uting so  desirable  an  addition  to  your  already  important  collection  of 
statuary. 

Your  Rooms  have  been,  during  the  year,  the  temporary  repository 
of  several  pieces  of  sculpture,  which,  for  reasons  that  will  readily 
occur  to  all,  could  not  become  your  property,  and  yet  through  the 
courtesy  of  their  owners  were  here  placed  to  heighten  the  interest  in 
your  Library,  as  a  resort  to  the  lovers  of  Art,  as  well  as  to  acquaint 
those  who  might  view  them  with  the  names  and  rising  reputation  of 
the  authors.  Among  these  are  busts  by  Barbee,  an  American  sculp- 
tor, of  an  esteemed  fellow- citizen  and  his  wife  ;  a  medalion  likeness 
of  the  daughter  of  Capt.  N.  Wall,  whose  tragic  end  will  be  remem- 
bered with  the  destructive  explosion  and  burning  of  the  steamer  Col. 
Crossman ;  a  plaster  cast  of  Hudon's  Washington,  from  Dr.  M.  A. 
Pallen ;  and  an  Italian  bust  of  Henry  Clay,  from  a  gentleman  in 
Kentucky. 
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Your  Board  have  contracted  with  Mr.  George  C.  Bingham  for  a 
full  length  portrait,  suitably  framed,  of  the  late  Baron  Von  Hum- 
boldt, at  $1,200  ;  payable,  $600  in 'six,  and  $600  in  twelve  months, 
from  the  date  of  its  delivery.  They  had  previously  given  Mr.  Bing- 
ham, then  about  to  visit  the  city  of  Von  Humbolt's  residence,  an 
order  to  paint  an  original  portrait,  and  furnished  him,  through  the 
kindness  of  Senator  Polk,  with  such  credentials  from  the  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States  as  were  necessary  to  gain 
access  to  this  wonderful  man,  for  that  purpose.  But  whilst  on  his 
voyage  thither,  he  learned  of  the  decease  of  the  Baron.  He,  how- 
ever, by  means  of  the  letters  furnished  him,  gained  admission  to 
Von  Humbolt's  study,  and  with  the  aid  of  such  advantages  as  it 
afforded  him,  assisted  by  our  Minister  at  Berlin  in  consulting  various 
paintings  and  casts,  completed  a  study,  from  which  he  is  now  engaged, 
at  Columbia,  in  this  State,  in  perfecting  the  portrait  since  contracted 
for  by  your  Board,  and  which  will,  before  the  close  of  the  month, 
be  placed  in  your  Library  Room,  forming  what  will  doubtless  prove 
an  addition  of  exceeding  interest  to  the  paintings  you  already  possess. 

The  Board  have  published  during  the  past  month  a  descriptive 
catalogue  of  your  Art  Department,  prepared  by  the  Librarian,  in 
which  will  be  perused  with  pleasure  a  biographical  sketch  of  Miss 
Harriet  Hosmer,  contributed  by  an  intimate  female  friend  and 
associate,  a  resident  of  this  city.  This  supplies  a  need  heretofore 
daily  experienced,  particularly  in  guiding  strangers  to  a  satisfactory 
inspection  of  the  various  objects  embraced  in  this  already  important 
and  growing  department. 

The  value  of  your  statuary  and  paintings,  which,  as  has  been  pre- 
viously stated,  are  almost  exclusively  the  gift  o£  a  few  friends,  is  at 
this  date  $12,754  05. 

Both  the  love  and  study  of  the  Fine  Arts,  till  but  recently  com- 
paratively neglected  in  our  own  country,  seems  to  be  rapidly  on  the 
increase.  Many  of  art's  votaries  are  amongst  us,  and  as  your  insti- 
tution presents  a  safe  and  permanent  depository  for  such  produc- 
tions, you  may  expect  continued  contributions  to  the  nucleus  you 
already  possess  for  the  most  extensive  collection  in  the  West. 

By  the  following  letter  you  will  learn  that  you  have  been  presented 
with  a  life  size  portrait  of  the  late  lamented  Joseph  Charless,  whose 
career  as  a  merchant  honored  that  calling,  and  whose  untimely  and 
unfortunate  end  occasioned  such  deep  sorrow  and  such  general  regret, 
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St.  Louis,  December  31st,  1859. 
John  B.  S,  Lemoine,  Esq.,  President  of  the  -i 
Mercantile  Library  Association,  ) 

Dear  Sir  :  We,  in  behalf  of  a  number  of  the  friends  and  associates  of  the 
late  Joseph  Charless,  who  are  desirous  of  expressing  their  admiration  of  his 
singularly  pure  and  elevated  character,  and  wishing  to  perpetuate  the  memory 
of  one  so  distinguished  as  a  merchant,  and  who,  in  all  the  relations  of  life, 
exhibited  so  many  and  such  rare  public  and  private  virtues,  have  caused  his 
full  size  portrait  to  be  painted,  and  desire  through  you  to  present  the  same  to 
the  Mercantile  Library  Association,  requesting  that  it  may  have  a  prominent 
place  in  your  Library  Hall. 

We  are  persuaded,  sir,  that  the  community  will  agree  with  us  in  the  senti- 
ment that  Joseph  Charless  was  a  citizen  of  whom  St.  Louis  had  reason  to  be 
proud,  and  whose  example  may  be  held  up  as  a  model  worthy  of  imitation. 

Very  respectfully,  your  fellow-citizens, 

JOHN  W.  WILLS, 
JAS.  G.  McPHEETERS, 
WILLIAM  G.  CLARK, 
D.  K.  FERGUSON. 

LIST   OF  FRIENDS  WHO  MADE  THE  PRESENTATION  : 


John  O'Fallon, 
James  H.  Lucas, 
Edward  Walsh, 
James  E.  Yeatman, 
Robert  Campbell, 
Hamilton  R.  Gamble, 
John  F.  Darby, 
John  D.  Coulter, 
Archibald  Gamble, 
L.  A.  Benoist, 
Edward  Bates, 
Robert  Holmes, 
Marshall  Brotherton, 
George  K.  Budd, 
John  S.  McCune, 
George  R.  Taylor, 
Franklin  A.  Dick, 
John  Sexton,  Sen., 
William  Nisbet, 
Frank  L.  Ridgely, 
B.  M.  Runyan, 
Jas.  G.  McPheeters, 
David  K.  Ferguson, 


Wm.  M.  Morrison, 
John  A.  Brownlee, 
Edward  Haren, 
George  Knapp, 
J.  B.  S.  Lemoine," 
W.  H.  Barksdale, 
Robert  K.  Woods, 
Shapleigh,  Day  &  Co. 
Wm.  Dean  &  Co., 
W.  F.  Stacy, 
S.  H.  Laflin, 
Robert  Dougherty, 
George  L.  Stansbery, 
John  J.  Anderson, 
Charles  S.  Rannells, 
Morris  Collins, 
Thos.  Ritcheson, 
Albert  Pearce, 
Isaac  H.  Sturgeon, 
George  R.  Robinson, 
W.  G.  Clark, 
John  W.  Wills, 
Wm.  T.  Christy. 
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From  Messrs.  Chouteau,  Harrison  &  Valle,  you  Lave  received 
a  very  large  and  rich  specimen  of  iron  ore,  from  that  exhaustless 
repository,  the  Iron  Mountain  of  your  own  State. 

The  extensive  collection  of  interesting  and  rare  old  coins,  which 
was  noticed  in  tho  last  annual  report,  as  promised  you  by  Mr.  Louis 
C.  Garnier,  one  of  your  members,  we  have  been  requested  to  state, 
was  taken  to  Europe  by  him  to  receive  further  additions,  and  to  be 
chronologically  arranged  in  the  most  approved  cabinet  form,  so  as  to 
be  conveniently  inspected,  and  will  be  placed  in  your  possession  on 
his  return  in  the  spring. 

Miss  Fanny  Hubbard,  of  St  Louis,  has  placed  you  under  obliga- 
tions for  two  photographic  pictures  of  Indian  Chiefs,  and  a  minia- 
ture birch  canoe,  besides  a  handsome  steel  engraving  of  the  tomb  of 
Sir  Walter  Scott,  neatly  framed. 

Mons.  Joseph  De  Fonfred,  also  of  this  city,  has  recently  placed 
in  your  possession  several  Chaldean  seals  and  amulets,  which  are 
very  curious  and  rare. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 


Your  Board  continue  to  receive  gratifying  reports  from  Master 
C.  G.  Clement,  the  incumbent  of  the  "  WaymanCrow  scholarship" 
in  the  Washington  University,  of  this  city. 

The  Board  have  caused  to  be  erected  during  the  past  year,  sixteen 
double  book-cases,  located  above  those  which  previously  lined  the 
west  wall  of  the  Library  room,  of  a  style  and  finish  to  conform  with 
those  before  in  use  ;  these,  with  the  gallery  and  staircase  in  the  north- 
west corner  of  the  room,  were  built  under  the  direction  and  superin- 
tendence of  Mr.  Z  T.  Knott,  who  with  very  commendable  expedi- 
tion completed  them  in  May  last,  having  been  engaged  at  the  work 
but  six  weeks,  and  at  the  very  reasonable  entire  cost  of  $1,987  61. 
With  this  addition  of  book-cases  you  are  provided  with  all  the  shelf 
room  you  are  likely  to  need  for  one  or  perhaps  two  years  to  come. 

The  requisite  accommodation  for  books  then  on  hand,  ami  for  such 
as  we  had  the  means  to  purchase,  having  been  secured,  your  Board 
proceeded  to  carry  into  effect  the  resolution  adopted  at  your  last  an- 
nual meeting,  instructing  them  to  lock  the  book  cases,  and  directed 
the  Committee  on  Library  and  Reading  Room  to  make  the  needed 
preparation  therefor.     It  was  found  necessary  to  close  the  Library 
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for  a  period  of  ten  days,  during  which  time,  with  the  assistance  of 
several  clerks,  the  Librarian  carefully  checked  each  book  both  by  its 
number  and  title  with  the  printed  catalogue,  and  thus  ascertained  the 
exact  contents  of  the  Library.     The  cases  were  then  locked  and  the 
keys  entrusted  to  the  Librarian,  from  whom  a  regular  receipt  was 
taken  for  the  safe  keeping  and  delivery  when  required  of  the  books 
committed  to  his  charge.     Since  that  time  the  Librarian  has  been 
engaged  in  classifying  the  Library  and  arranging  the  books  in  con- 
formity with  the  catalogue,  distributing  each  volume  to  its  appro- 
priate class,   and  re-numbering  the  whole  by  tickets  placed  on  the 
back,  indicating  first  the  class  by  letters,  beneath  it  the  number  of  the 
sub-class,  and  the  bottom  or  lowest  figure  designating  each  particular 
book  in  its  class.     The  system  of  classification  adopted,  is  in  effect 
that  originally  devised  by  Lord  Bacon ;  it  is  not  only  the  simplest  but 
most  intelligible  plan  that  has  ever  been  used.     There  can  be  no 
mistake,  no  confusion,   no  delay ;  for  the  eye  running  over  the  files 
of  volumes  can  even  through  the  glass  cases  ascertain  at  a  glance 
where  the  book  should  be,  and  any  attendant  or  visitor  of  ordinary 
intelligence,  can  speedily  learn  the  whole  arrangement,  and  how  it  is 
worked. 

The  locking  of  the  book  cases  met  with  a  spirited  opposition  from 
some  of  your  members,  who  addressed  a  request  to  the  President  to 
call  a  special  meeting  of  the  Association,  to  consider  the  policy  of 
revoking  this  measure.  This  meeting  was  called,  giving  the  required 
public  notice  and  its  action  is  already  reported  to  you  in  the  proceed- 
ings which  have  been  just  read.  The  resolution  offered,  after  a  very 
free  debate,  was  laid  on  the  table  for  final  action  at  this  meeting. 

Several  of  the  most  active  opponents  of  this  policy,  since  witness- 
ing the  practical  working  of  the  Library  under  it,  have  been  induced 
to  waive  their  objections,  and  give  it  a  further  trial. 

Although  the  entire  classification  and  re-numbering  of  the  books,  ' 
not  yet  completed,  is  essential  to  a  full  development  of  the  advan- 
tages claimed  for  this  policy,  our  experience,  thus  far,  justifies  the 
unanimous  recommendation  of  its  continuance,  but  your  Board  are 
by  no  means  wedded  to  this  measure,  and  most  cheerfully  resign  its 
ultimate  decision  to  you. 

As  suggested  in  the  last  annual  report,  the  Board  found  it  expe- 
dient and  necessary  to  divide  the  duties  heretofore  devolving  upon 
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the  Librarian,  and  created  an  additional  office,  to  which  thev  gave 
the  title  of  "  Actuary" — so  altering  and  amending  the  By-Laws  as 
to  prescribe  the  respective  duties  of  each  officer.  The  Actuary  was 
made  appointable  by  the  President,  subject  to  the  confirmation  of  the 
Board,  the  duties  assigned  him  were  the  entire  charge  and  supervis- 
ion of  the  building,  collecting  members'  dues,  and  renting  the  stores, 
halls,  &c,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Hall  and  Build- 
ing,  thus  leaving  the  charge  of  the  Library  proper  to  the  Librarian, 
whose  uninterrupted  attention  can  be  devoted  to  the  discharge  of  his 
laborious  and  responsible  duties,  the  study  of  appropriate  and  needed 
additions  of  books,  the  careful  review  of  the  current  publications  of 
the  day,  and  vigilant  attention  to  supplying  the  wants  of  members. 

As  the  chief  object  of  your  Institution  is  to  foster  a  love  for  read- 
ing in  all,  it  gives  us  especial  pleasure  to  state  that  it  has  signally 
attained  that  object  during  the  past  year,  and  its  statistics  exhibit  a 
very  large  increase  of  readers,  both  within  and  without  the  Library 
Rooms.  There  have  been  issued  during  the  past  year,  to  1,662  sub- 
scribers, 23,832  volumes,  a  very  marked  increase  over  the  issue  of 
any  former  year. 

Your  property  is  insured  in  good  and  responsible  offices,  to  the 
amount  of  $37,700  00.  You  also  continue  to  pay  the  insurance 
upon  the  property  of  the  Hall  Company,  which  you  are  required  to 
do  by  your  lease. 

A  condensed  statement  of  the  most  interesting  results  of  the  year 
1859,  exhibits  a  net  gain  of  200  members — total  number  of  members, 
1,897;  again  of  1,305  volumes;  total  number  of  volumes  in  the 
Library  16,156,  valued  at  $29,040  35,  and  a  net  gain  inproperty 
of  $21,895  28. 

The  receipts  since  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year,  have  been  re- 
served for  the  appropriations  of  the  current  year.  The  total  value 
of  your  property,  on  the  31st  of  December,  1859,  was  $89,284  70. 

With  the  close  of  the  labors  of  the  present  Board  terminates  the 
fourteenth  year  of  the  existence  of  your  Association ;  and  how  rap- 
idly is  it  approaching  that  fulfilment  which  the  most  sanguine  of  its 
early  friends  and  founders  would  have  been  startled  in  predicting ; 
let  the  history  of  a  single  year  briefly  attest.  Little  more  than  a 
decade  measures  its  retrospect,  and  who  so  prophetic  as  to  paint  its 
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future  at  the  lapse  of  an  equal  period  ?  May  its  continued  progress 
cheer  and  nerve  to  still  greater  effort,  those  whom  you  shall  hereafter 
honor  with  your  confidence ! 

The  cultivation  of  those  tastes  which  such  an  institution  cannot 
fail  to  inspire,  and  the  blessed  influences  it  must  ever  exert  upon  the 
youth  of  our  city,  for  whom  we  chiefly  labor,  will  be  their  and  your 
more  than  reward. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  the  Board. 

J.  B.  S.  LEMOINE,  President. 
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BOARD   OF   DIRECTORS 


OF    THE 


MERCANTILE   LIBRARY 


HALL   COMPANY. 
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BOAKDS  OF  DIRECTION  1851->56. 


For  1851. 

Alfred  Vinton,  President. 
Jambs  E.  Yeatman,  Vice  President. 
Robert  M.  Renick,  Treasurer. 
Conrad  R.  Stinde,  Secretary. 

Directors. 

Hudson  E.  Bridge, 
George  Collier, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison, 
John  A.  Allen, 
Oliver  D.  Fillet. 


For  1852. 

Alfred  Vinton,  President. 

H.  D .  Bacon,  Vice  PresH  and  Treas'r. 

John  A.  Allen,  Secretary. 

Directors. 

#  George  Collier, 
Conrad  R.  Stinde, 
James  E.  Teatman, 
Hudson  E.  Bridge, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison, 
Wayman  Crow. 


For  1853. 

Alfred  Vinton,  President. 
James  E.  Yeatman,  Vice  President. 
Henry  D.  Bacon,  Treasurer. 
John  A.  Allen,  Secretary. 

Directors. 

Hudson  E.  Bridge, 
Wayman  Crow, 
Conrad  R.  Stinde, 
Solon  Humphreys, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison. 


For  1854. 

Alfred  Vinton,  President. 
James  E.  Yeatman,  Vice  President. 
Henry  D.  Bacon,  Treasurer. 
John  A.  Allen,  Secretary. 

Directors. 

Hudson  E.  Bridge, 
Wayman  Crow, 
Conrad  R.  Stinde, 
Solon  Humphreys, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison. 


For  1855. 

Alfred  Vinton,  President. 
Wayman  Crow,  Vice  President. 
fSETH  A.  Ranlett,  Treasurer. 
t James  Smith,  Jr.,  Secretary. 

Directors. 

tRoBERT  K.  Woods, 
Hudson  E.  Bridge, 
Henry  D.  Bacon, 
James  E.  Yeatman, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison. 


For  1856. 

James  E.  Yeatman,  President. 
John  T.  Douglass,  Vice  President, 
Seth  A.  Ranlett,  Treasurer. 
James  Smith.  Jr.,  Secretary. 

Directors. 

Wayman  Crow, 
Carlos  S.  Greeley, 
Robert  K.  Woods, 
Henry  D.  Bacon, 
Edward  P.  Curtis. 


*  George  Collier  deceased  July  18th,  1862,  and  James  H.  Lucas  elected  to  fill  the  vacanc 
October  18th,  1862. 

t  Messrs.  Lemoine,  Brown  and  Alxander,  elected  Directors  at  6th  annual  election,  Jan.  16, 
1866,  being  ineligible,  a  special  election  was  ordered  and  held  Feb.  26,  1866,  at  which  time  Messrs. 
Ranlett,  Smith  and  Woods  were  chosen  to  all  the  vacancies. 

£ 


BOARDS  OF  DIRECTION  1857->60. 


For  1857. 

Jambs  E.  Yeatman,  President. 
John  T.  Douglass,  Vice  President. 
Seth  A.  Ranlett,  Treasurer. 
James  Smith,  Jr.,  Secretary. 

Directors. 

Robert  K.  Woods, 
Wayman  Crow, 
Carlos  S.  Greeley, 
Henry  D.  Bacon, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison. 


For  1858. 

James  E.  Yeatman,  President. 
John  T.  Douglass,  Vice  President. 
S.  A.  Ranlett,  Seo'y  and  Treasurer. 

Directors. 

James  Smith,  Jr. 
Robert  K.  Woods, 
Wayman  Crow, 
Carlos  S.  Greeley, 
Henry  D.  Bacon, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison. 


For  1859. 

James  E.  Yeatman,  President. 
John  T.  Douglass,  Vice  President, 
Seth  A.  Ranlett,  Sec'y  and  Treasurer. 

Directors. 

James  Smith,  Jr., 
Robert  K.  Woods, 
Wayman  Crow, 
Carlos  S.  Greeley, 
Henry  D.  Bacon, 
William  M.  Morrison. 


For  1860. 

James  E.  Yeatman,  President. 

Wayman  Crow,  Vice  President. 

S.  A.  Ranlett,  Sec'y  and  Treasurer. 

Directors. 

Carlos  S.  Greeley, 
Hudson  E.  Bridge, 
Robert  K.  Woods, 
Jas.  Smith,  Jr., 
Wm,  M.  Morrison, 
H.  D.  Bacon. 


PROCEEDINGS 


OF     THE 


NINTH   ANNUAL   MEETING 

MERCANTILE  LIBRARY  HALL  COMPANY, 

January    16,    1860. 


•  •  • 


The  Ninth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Stockholders  of  the  Mercantile 
Library  Hall  Company  was  held  in  the  Rooms  of  the  Mercantile 
Library  Association,  on  Monday  eve»  ing,  the  16tn  January,  1860. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  James  E.  Yeat- 
man,  Esq.,  on  whose  motion  Mr.  Edward  Brooks  was  appointed 
Chairman. 

And  on  motion  of  Mr.  Yeatman,  R.  H.  Davis  was  appointed 
Secretary. 

The  proceedings  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  were  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

The  Report  of  the  Treasurer,  S.  A.  Ranlett,  Esq.  was  read, 
and,  on  motion  of  George  R.  Robinson  Esq. ,  was  accepted. 

The  President  made  a  verbal  report. 

On  motion  of  J.  B.  S.  Lemoine,  Esq.,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer's  Report  and  proceedings  of  this  Meeting  be 
furnished  to  the  Library  Association  for  publication,  with  its  Annual  Report, 
and  that  the  proceedings  be  published  in  the  daily  papers. 

In  accordance  with  the  Constitution,  an  election  was  then  held  for 
nine  Directors  in  the  Hall  Company  for  the  ensuing  year. 
On  motion,  the  meeting  adjourned. 

EDWARD  BROOKS,  Chairman. 
R.  H.  Davis,  Secretary. 
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Mercantile  Library  Hall,  January  16,  I860. 

To  the  Stockholders  of  the  St.  Louis 

Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company, 

We,  the  undersigned  Inspectors,  appointed  in  conformity  to  the  constitu- 
tion of  your  Company  to  superintend  an  election  for  Directors  to  serve  during 
the  year  1860,  do  certify  that  the  election  has  been  held  pursuant  to  a  notice 
given  ;n  the  public  prints,  between  the  hours  of  8  and  9  o'clock  p.  m.  of  this 
day,  and  that  the  following  named  nine  Directors  have  received  the  largest 
number  of  votes,  and  are  duly  elected : 

James  E.  Yeatman.... 4,066 

WymanCrow 4,076 

H.  D.  Bacon 4,076 

Hudson  E.  Bridge 4,076 

C.  S.  Greeley 4,076 

R.  K.  Woods _ 4,076 

S.  A.  Ranlett 4,076 

Wm.  M.  Morrison 4,076 

James  Smith,  Jr 43076 

GEO.  R.  ROBINSON, 
EDWARD  BROOKS,    }  Judges  of  Election. 
/  ROBERT  H.  DAVIS, 

St.  Louis,  January  16th,  1860. 


TREASURER'S    REPORT. 


S.  A.  RANLETT,  Treasurer, 

In  Acc?t  with  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company  of  St*  Louis, 

1859.  Dr. 

Jan.    17.    To  Balance  on  hand 29  99 

Feb.   12.          Cash  from  Mercantile  Library  Association 50  00 

April  26.            "        «            «             «             «           500  00 

"    29.            "        «           «             "             «         for  3  Bonds.  3,000  00 

"    29.            "        «           «              "             "         Int.  on  same.  850  00 

May     9.            "        "    Insurance 200  00 

"    10.          Interest  on  $3,300 , 330  00 

Oct.      7.          Mercantile  Library  Association,  Interest 107  00 

"      7.               "               «               "        for    "         1,200  00 

Nov.   12.        •  Bills  receivable,  acc't  $3,300,  M.  &  D.  Note 150  00 

$6,416  99 

To  balance  on  hand $14  37 

1859.  Cr. 

Jan.   25.    By  Insurance  Mound  City  Company $18  00 

"    25.               "         Floating  Dock 50  00 

March  6.               "         Hope  Mutual 30  00 

April  26.          Bills  Payable— interest  notes 500  00 

t€    26.          Interest  acc't  for  Exchange 3  75 

"    29.          Bills  Payable— coupons 350  00 

"    29.          Exchange 2  62 

"    30.          Bills  Payable— Interest  Coupons 500  00 

May      7.          Insurance — St.  Louis  Mutual  Company 50  00 

"      7.                "           Franklin 37  50 

«      7.                "           Merchants' 100  00 

"    10.          Bills  Receivable— M.  &  Dickson 3,300  00 

Oct.     4.          Insurance — Home  Mutual  Company 57  00 

"      4.                «            State  Mutual 50  00 

«    28.          Bills  Payable— interest 500  00 

66    28.          Exchange  account 3  75 

Nov.     1.         Bills  Payable— coupons 350  00 

"      1.                "                    "       500  00 

By  Balance  on  hand 14  37 

$6,416  99 
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Trial  Balance  Sheet  of  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company's 

Books,  December  31,  1859. 


Dr. 

Cash $  14  37 

Bills  Receivable 3,150  00 

Mercantile  Lib.  Association  35  50 

Interest  account 12,137  03 

Mercantile  Library  Hall 117,970  30 

Expense  account 268  80 


$133,576  00 


Cr. 

Bills  Payable $36,150  00 

Stock , 97,426  00 


$133,576  00 


REPORT  OF  THE  AUDITING  COMMITTEE. 

We,  the  undersigned,  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  report  that  we  have 
examined  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  with  the  Mercantile  Library  Hall 
Company,  with  the  vouchers  for  the  same,  and  find  it  correct.  We  also  find, 
upon  examination,  the  seven  bonds  executed  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer, 

and  unsold. 

WAYMAN  CROW. 

C.  S.  GREELEY. 
ROBERT  K.  WOODS. 
St.  Louis,  January  16, 1860. 
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TWELFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF    TIIE 


BOARD  OF  DIEECTOES 


OF    THE 


J>  t  ®&tm\t  lltaatttite 


&880CZATZOIF, 
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i  at    n^    !■  i 


ST.  LOUIS: 
GFX)RGE  KNAPP  &  CO.,  BOOK  AND  JOB  PRINTERS. 

1858. 


f  trms  of  -SPembtTs^ip. 


<  ■  • 


[Extract  from  the  Constitution  of  the  St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Association.] 

Chapter  1 — Abticle  III.  Any  person  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  may, 
upon  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  become  a  member  of  this  Asso- 
ciation on  the  following  terms :  Subscribing  the  Constitution ;  and,  if  a  clerk, 
paying  an  initiation  fee  of  two  dollars,  and  the  further  sum  of  seventy-five 
cents,  quarterly,  in  advance ;  and,  if  in  business  on  his  own  account,  paying 
an  initiation  fee  of  five  dollars,  and  the  further  sum  of  two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents,  semi-annually,  in  advance. 

Art.  5.  Persons  not  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  may,  upon  the  approval 
of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  the  semi-annual  payment,  in  advance,  of  two 
dollars  and  fifty  cents,  become  beneficiary  members,  entitled  to  all  the  privi- 
leges of  regular  membership  except  the  right  to  vote  and  hold  office. 

Art.  6.  Any  person  paying  one  hundred  dollars  at  any  one  time,  shall  be- 
come a  life  member,  and,  if  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  shall  enjoy  the  full 
privileges  of  membership. 

RULES   FOR   THE  ISSUE   OF  BOOKS,  ETC. 

[Extract  from  Regulations  of  the  Library.] 

Art.  I.  The  Library  and  Reading  Rooms  shall  bo  open  every  day,  from  9 
o'clock,  a.  m.,  until  10  o'clock,  p.  m.,  excepting  Sundays,  the  Fourth  of  July, 
Christmas  and  New  Year. 

Art.  II.  The  Librarian  shall  deliver  to  any  member  applying,  personally 
or  to  his  written  order y  one  volume  if  it  be  a  folio  or  quarto ;  and  one  book  or 
set,  (not  exceeding  three  volumes,)  if  an  octavo,  a  duodecimo,  or  a  volume  of 
less  size. 

Art.  XII.  Every  member  may  detain  each  book  or  set,  delivered  as  afore' 
said,  if  it  be  a  folio  or  quarto,  four  weeks ;  an  octavo,  three  weeks ;  or  a  book 
or  set  of  less  size,  two  weeks ;  except  new  publications,  which,  until  they  have 
been  in  the  Library  two  months,  shall  not  be  detained,  an  octavo  longer  than 
two  weeks,  and  books  of  less  size  one  week,  and  which  shall  not  be  renewed. 
No  book  shall  be  reserved  by  the  Librarian  for  any  director  or  member. 

Art.  XIII.  Any  member  who  shall  detain  a  book  or  set  longer  than  the 
time  above  limited,  respectively,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  Librarian,  for 
every  day  a  volume  is  so  detained,  if  it  be  a  folio,  four  cents ;  a  quarto,  three 
cents ;  an  octavo,  two  cents ;  if  it  be  a  duodecimo  or  smaller  volume,  or  pam- 
phlet, one  cent ;  Provided,  always,  if  a  whole  set  be  taken  out  and  a  part  be 
detained  longer  than  the  time  above  limited,  the  fine  shall  be  exacted  for  each 
book  not  returned ;  and  if  such  book  be  detained  one  week  beyond  the  time 
above  limited,  the  forfeiture  shall  be  double. 


BOARD   OF  DIRECTION  FOR  1855 


John  T.  Douglass,  President. 

M.  V.  L.  McClelland,   Vice  President. 

Thomas  Brown,  Treasurer. 

*CnAS.  L.  Rogers,  Recording  Secretary. 

John  D.  Stettinius,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

*James  R.  Larkin, 

George  P.  Doan, 

James  Smith,  Jr., 

Calvin  M.  McClung, 

George  Collier, 

Alfred  M.  "Waterman, 

James  H.  McCulloch, 


Directors. 


William  P.  Curtis,  Librarian. 

Ernst  W.  Decker,  Assistant  Librarian. 

Thomas  Harris,  Janitor. 


BOARD   OF  DIRECTION  FOR  1856. 


William  M.  Morrison,  President. 

tALEXis  Mudd,  Vice  President. 

Edward  P.  Curtis,  Treasurer. 

John  D.  Taylor,  Recording  Secretary. 

tJoHN  D.  Stettinius,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Lucius  H.  Terry, 

James  0.  Alter, 

James  W.  Stith1, 

tCuARLES  E.  King, 

Alexander  H.  Smith, 

John  W.  Luke, 

George  R.  Baker, 


Directors. 


Wm.  P.  Curtis,  Librarian. 

Stephen  Massoch,  Jr.,  Assistant  Librarian. 

Samuel  Clego,  Janitor. 


•James  R.  Larkin  resigned  the  office  of  Recording  Secretary  on  the  23d  January,  1855, 
and  Charles  b.  Rogers  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy.  James  R.  Larkin  was  thon 
elected  to  the  vacancy  in  the  Board,  caused  by  the  election  of  C.  L.  Rogers  to  the  office 
of  Recording  Secretary. 

t  January  2, 1856,  John  D.  Stettinius  resigned— John  W.  Luke  was  elected  Corres- 
ponding Secretary  in  his  place >  and  George  R.  Robinson  was  elected  a  Director  in  place 
of  Mr.  Luke.  March  4th,  1856,  Charles  E.  Kino  resigned,  and  w.  D.  W.  Barnard 
was  elected  a  Director  to  fill  tho  vacancy.    April  4th,  1856,  Alexis  Mudd  resigned,  and 


BOARD   OF   DIRECTION  FOR   1857. 


John  W.  Luke,  President. 

Lucius  II.  Terry,  Vice  President. 

♦Horace  A.  Conant,  Treasurer. 

Jas.  Wilmer  Stitii,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Louis  C.  Billox,  Recording  Secretary. 

John  B.  S.  Lemoine, 

John  Christopher, 

Wm.  F.  Rcever, 

Alex.  II.  Smith, 

John  D.  Taylor, 

*S.  R.  Clarke, 

*A.  O.  Grubb, 


Directors. 


Wm.  P.  Curtis,  Librarian. 

Stephen  Massoch,  Jr.,  Assistant  Librarian. 

Samuel  Clego,  Janitor. 


BOARD   OF  DIRECTION  FOR   1858. 


Matthew  V.  L.  McClelland,  President. 

John  B.  S.  Lemoine,  Vice  President. 

George  H.  Loker,  Treasurer. 

George  R.  Wilson,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Calvin  W.  Marsh,  Recording  Secretary. 

John  Christopher, 

John  A.  Brownlee, 

Robert  II.  Davis, 

F.  R.  Alexander, 

Sydenham  R.  Clarke, 

Sol.  Scott,  Jr., 

George  W.  Tracy, 


Directors. 


Wm.  P.  Curtis,  Librarian. 

Stephen  Massoch,  Jr.,  Assistant  Librarian. 

Samuel  Clegg,  Janitor. 


John  W.  Luke  was  elected  Vice  President.  George  R.  Robinson  was  elected  Corres- 
ponding Secretary  in  place  of  Mr.  Luke,  and  J.  B.  S.  Lemoine  was  chosen  Director  in 
place  of  Mr.  Robinson. 

♦  February  7th,  1867,  Aue.  Knight  resigned,  and  A.  O.  Grubb  was  elected  to  fill  the 
racancy.  May  9th,  1867,  Edw.  P.  Curtis  resigned,  to  remove  from  St.  Louis,  and,  on  June 
2nd.  Horace  A.  Conant  was  elected  Treasurer.  October  6, 1867,  C.  F.  Yandbrford 
resigned,  and  S.  B.  Clarke  was  elected  In  his  place. 


PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 


®foelftj|  %nuul  Petting 


OF  THE 


MERCANTILE  LipRAJRY  ASSOCIATION, 

JANUARY   12,   1858. 


At  the  Twelfth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  St.  Louis  Mercantile 
Library  Association,  held  in  the  Library  Rooms,  on  the 
evening  of  the  12th  inst.,  the  meeting  was  called  to  order  by 
Mr.  J.  W.  Luke,  and,  upon  his  motion,  Mr.  Wm.  M.  Morri- 
son was  called  to  the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting  were  then  read 
and  approved. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer  having  been  read,  it  was,  upon 
motion  of  J.  H.  Alexander,  accepted,  and  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  made  the  following  report : 

The  undersigned,  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  the  Mercantile  Library 
Association,  have  examined  your  Treasurer's  books  and  accounts,  and  find  the 
same  correct,  and  that  he  has  proper  vouchers  for  all  expenditures. 

L.  H.  TERRY,  Chairman. 
J.  B.  S.  LEMOINE, 
St.  Louis,  Jan.  12,  1868.  ALEX.  H.  SMITH, 

The  President,  Mr.  J.  W.  Luke,  then  read  the  annual 
report,  which,  upon  motion  of  Mr.  Hudson  E.  Bridge,  was 
accepted,  and  the  following  resolution  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  we  highly  appreciate  and  approve  the  efforts  of  the  Presi- 
dent, John  W.  Luke,  and  his  associates  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  for  the 
advancement  of  the  interests  of  the  Association,  and  thank  them  for  the  zeal 
and  energy  displayed  in  the  discharge  of  their  official  duties. 
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Mr.  L.  H.  Terry  offered  the  following,  which  was  seconded 
by  Mr.  J.  H.  Alexander  : 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the  Chairman  to  nomi- 
nate a  ticket  for  the  approaching  election,  embracing  the  names  only  of  such 
persons  as  will  consent  to  serve  actively,  if  elected. 

Mr.  J.  B.  S.  Lemoine  offered  the  following  substitute,  which 
was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  no  gentleman  shall  be  a  candidate  for  office,  unless  he  pledges 
himself,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  serve  if  elected. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  John  T.  Douglass, 
was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  is  hereby  instructed  to  have  twelve 
hundred  copies  of  the  reports  of  the  President,  Treasurer  and  Auditing  Com- 
mittee of  this  Association,  and,  also,  the  next  Annual  Report  of  the  Library 
Hall  Company,  printed  in  pamphlet  form,  for  gratuitous  distribution ;  and, 
also,  the  translation  of  the  Journal  of  Mr.  Chouteau. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Alexander, 

Resolved,  That  the  Association  will  hereafter  receive  the  stock  of  the  Mercan- 
tile Library  Hall  Company,  in  payment  of  life  membership  in  the  Association, 
at  the  rate  of  ten  shares  of  the  stock  for  each  life  membership ;  and  the  Board 
of  Direction  is  hereby  instructed  to  receive  all  stock  offered  in  payment  of 
life  membership  at  the  above  rate: 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McClelland, 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  and  the  various  reports  be 
furnished  to  the  daily  papers. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  adjourned. 

WM.  M.  MORRISON,  Chairman. 


w  H-PV^ACKW0°D'  1  Secretaries. 
Wm.  L.  Kid,  \ 


ftttunttts  JUport. 


i«M> 


Mercantile  Library  Association  Rooms 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  January  12, 1858. 
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The  following  report  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the 
St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Association,  for  the  year  com- 
mencing January  13th,  and  ending  December  31st,  1857,  is 
most  respectfully  submitted. 

H.  A.  CONANT,  Treasurer. 


Exhibit  A  —  Cash  Account. 


Receipts. 

To  Initiation  Fees, $  370  00 

Propietors, 982  50 

Clerks, 1,323  00 

Beneficiaries, 1,035  00 

Fines,  230  66 

Books, 8  55 

Books — donations, 9  50 

Cash  do.        2  00 

Newspapers, •  •      20  90 

Discount  and  Exchange,        3  15 

Interest  account, 7  33 

Hall  do.      7,343  46 

Lectures    do.      226  65 


Expenditures. 
By  Petty  expense  account,  ••$  119  35 

Furniture, 76  50 

Postage, 34  00 

Fuel  account,  • 75  30 

Transportation, 49  06 

Periodicals, 356  76 

Books, 325  38 

Librarian  account, 2,100  00 

Binding         do.      808  75 

Insurance, 287  00 

Newspapers,  1,26  00 

Printing, 199  50 

Advertising,  43  26 

Stationery, 67  15 

Discount  and  Exchange,  •  •      86  93 
Mercantile  Libr'y  Hall  Co.  81,766  00 

Fine  Arts, ....     198  15 

Hall  expenses, ■•  -•.•  2,808  48 

Profit  and  Loss,  •••••.>•• .        6  60 
Balance, 594  63 


Total, 


$1*1,662  68 


Total, 


$11,662  68 


To  Balance, 


$    594  63 
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Exhibit  B  —  Balance  Sheet  —  Treasurer's  Books, 

January  1st,  1858. 

Dr.  Cb. 

To  Furniture, $    564  50    By  Stock  account, $52,846  60 

Periodicals, 133  33 

Books, 16,451  47 

Book  Donation, 6,723  57 

Cash, 694  63 

Debts  receivable,  being 

rents  due  to  Dec.  31,   1,184  40 

Catalogues, Ill  45 

Mercantile  Library  Hall 

stock, 21,660  00 

FineArts, 5,423  16 

$52,846  50  $52,846  50 


Exhibit  C  —  Profit  and  Loss  Account. 


Db. 


To  Books  burnt, $      6  50 

Petty  expenses, 119  35 

Furniture  account, 54  12 

Postage, 34  00 

Fuel, 75  30 

Transportation,  • 49  06 

Librarians, 2,100  00 

Binding, 308  75 

Insurance, 237  00 

Newspapers, 105  10 

Printing, 199  50 

Advertising,   43  25 

Stationery, 67  15 

Catalogue, 12  38 

■  Discount  and  Exchange,      83  78 
Stock  account,  being  net 
gains  for  the  year  end- 
ing Dec.  81st,  1857.  •  •  4,983  96 
*  •  v. ' ' 


i .  i. 


$8,479  20 


Cb. 

By  Book  donation, $  332  70 

Initiation  Fees, 380  00 

Life  members, 1,000  00 

Proprietors, 1,072  50 

Clerks, 1,323  00 

Beneficiaries, 1,035  00 

Fines,  230  65 

Cash  donations, «  •  •        2  00 

Interest  account, 7  33 

Hall  do.     1,969  37 

Lectures, 226  65 

Stock  donations, 900  00 


$8,479  20 


»  ■  «     .#.   ■ 


ftfoelftjj  %mm\  Report 


OF   THE 


BOAKD   OF   DIRBCTOKS 


OF  THE 


ST.  LOUIS  MERCANTILE  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION, 


JANUARY    12,    1868. 


Gentlemen:  On  this  Twelfth  Annual  Meeting  of  your 
Association,  I  have  the  pleasure  of  presenting  to  you,  on  be- 
half of  the  Board  of  Direction,  the  usual  report  of  the  pro- 
gress, condition  and  prospects  of  the  Association  during  the 
period  of  their  management,  collated  from  the  reports  of  the 
several  committees,  which  we  have  aimed  to  present  in  as 
brief  and  concise  a  manner  as  consistent  with  the  subjects. 

For  the  financial  condition  of  the  Association,  we  respect- 
fully refer  you  to  the  Treasurer's  accounts,  which  have  just 
been  submitted  to  you,  on  which  we  beg  leave  to  make  a  few 
remarks. 

In  comparison  with  the  reports  of  the  preceding  year,  a 
decrease  in  some  of  the  receipts  may  be  noticed,  particularly 
in  those  for  membership.  This  may  be  accounted  for  partly 
by  the  fact  that  in  previous  years  collections  have  been  made 
for  memberships  during  a  great  portion  of  the  month  of 
January,  a  practice  which,  to  some  extent,  deprived  the 
incoming  year  of  a  portion  of  the  revenue  properly  belonging 
to  it,  and  one  which  your  Board  thought  advisable  to  check, 
by  adopting  a  By-Law,  making  the  fiscal  year  end  on  the  31st 
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December,  both .  as  to  receipts  and  expenditures,  The  reve- 
nue from  memberships  for  the  year  1858  is,  consequently, 
intact. 

Another  reason  for  the  decrease  may  be  found  in  the  extra- 
ordinary efforts  made  by  the  Board  for  the  year  1856,  to 
liquidate  the  indebtedness  accruing  that  year  to  the  Hall 
Company.  But  a  more  prominent  cause  may  be  traced  to  the 
late  financial  storm,  which,  sweeping  over  our  whole  country, 
did  not  pass  without  casting  its  shadow  over  your  Association, 
and  the  cry  of  retrenchment  and  economy,  which  marked  its 
progress,  and  echoed  from  all  quarters  after  it  had  passed, 
caused  many  to  consider  the  subscription  for  membership  an 
item  of  expense  that  could  be  easily  dispensed  with,  whilst 
some,  from  inability  to  pay,  were  compelled  to  adopt  the  same 
course.  On  the  other  hand-,  the  revenue  from  the  halls  and 
building,  shows  a  satisfactory  increase,  which  will  no  doubt 
continue  to  be  the  case  every  succeeding  year,  and,  on  the 
whole,  the  comparative  statement  is  not  discouraging. 

In  the  account  of  expenditures  are  included  some  items 
which  will  not  occur  again  for  some  years ;  as,  for  instance, 
that  of  printing  a  revised  edition  of  the  constitution  and  by- 
laws, including  the  names  of  members,  add  to  which  the 
reading-room,  small  hall,  corridors  and  ante-rooms  have  been 
thoroughly  cleaned,  the  walls  painted,  and  ceilings  whitened, 
an  undertaking  which  had  become  absolutely  necessary,  and 
which  has  contributed  greatly  to  the  comfort  and  appearance 
of  the  building. 

The  most  important  event  for  the  interest  of  your  Associa. 
tion  that  has  transpired  during  the  year,  is  the  execution  of 
a  new  lease  of  the  building,  on  the  basis  authorized  by  the 
Hall  Company  at  their  last  annual  meeting,  at  which  time  the 
Hall  Company,  sensible  of  your  Association  being  unable  to 
prosper  or  maintain  itself  under  the  terms  of  the  lease  accord- 
ing to  the  original  charter,  and  fully  aware  of  the  identity  of 
interests  existing  between  the  two  Associations,  with  a  spirit 
of  liberality  that  will  ever  reflect  honor  upon  them,  instructed 
their  Directors  to  obtain  from  the  Legislature  a  modification 
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of  the  charter  so  as  to  empower  them  to  make  a  new  lease 
under  certain  conditions,  which,  having  been  already  pub- 
lished in  the  last  annual  report,  it  is  unnecessary  now  to 
mention. 

The  new  lease  was  executed  on  1  st  of  March  last,  and  provides 
for  the  payment  by  your  Association,  on  the  first  day  of  May  of 
every  year,  of  the  bonds  of  the  Hall  Company  to  the  amount 
of  $3,000,  together  with  the  interest  on  the  unmatured  bonds 
of  said  Company,  which  is  payable  semi-annually,  at  the  rate 
of  ten  per  cent,  per  annum.  The  debt  of  the  Hall  Company 
at  that  date  amounting  to  $30,000,  diminished  every  year  by 
the  amount  of  bonds  paid,  say  $3,000,  will  thus,  in  ten  years, 
be  entirely  liquidated ;  after  which  period  the  annual  rent  is 
to  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the 
amount  of  Hall  Company's  stock  originally  subscribed. 

Your  Association  has  also  to  pay  the  taxes,  repairs  and 
insurance  on  the  building. 

The  favorable  terms  of  this  lease  will,  after  the  first  two 
years,  place  your  Association  on  a  firm  and  sure  foundation, 
and  we  hope  at  the  expiration  of  the  ten  years  to  see  it  occu- 
pying a  position  unsurpassed  by  any  institution  of  the  kind  in 
our  country. 

The  Association  now  owns  2,166  shares  of  stock  in  the  Hall 
Company,  200  of  which  have  been  acquired  during  the  past 
year — 90  by  donation  and  110  by  transfer  for  membership. 

For  the  donated  shares  you  are  indebted  to 

Wm.  M.  Morrison  for 50 

Messrs.  Shapleigh,  Day  &  Co., 5 

Messrs.  Biggs  &  Levering, 5 

W.  S.  Gilman, 25 

John  R.  Jennings, • • 5 

Your  Board  adopted  the  following  resolution  during  the 
past  year,  which  has  created  some  discussion,  and  there  ap- 
pears to  be  quite  a  diversity  of  opinion  with  regard  to  the 
policy  of  it : 

Resolved,  That  the  Librarian  be  instructed  to  issue  life  memberships  for 
transfers  of  stock  in  the  Hall  Company,  at  par,  to  original  subscribers,  and  to 
all  others  at  fifty  per  cent,  discount,  or  for  twenty  shares  of  stock. 


14 

As  this  is  a  question  of  importance,  we  refer  to  the  present 
situation  of  it,  should  you  think  proper  to  take  any  action 
upon  it. 

Your  Association  now  numbers  1,266  members,  classed  as 
follows : 

Life  Members, 208 

Proprietors, 289 

Clerks, 500 

Beneflcaries, • 269 

Total, 1,266 

We  have,  during  the  year,  added  281  new  members,  and 
lost  318,  making  the  net  loss  37. 

BO  OKS. 

It  was  not  deemed  advisable  by  the  Board,  in  the  present 
financial  condition  of  the  Association,  to  make  any  extensive 
purchase  of  books. 

The  steady  increase  of  our  Library  is  properly  the  princi- 
pal object  of  our  expenditure,  yet  it  now  happens  that  our 
indebtedness  to  the  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company,  which 
we  cannot  either  evade  or  set  aside,  has  made  it  inexpedient 
to  invest  much  of  our  means  in  the  purchase  of  books,  and 
we  have  consequently  purchased  such  new  publications  only 
as  would  meet  the  demands  of  the  members  of  the  Associa- 
tion, and  with  this  view  we  have  aimed  to  keep  up  with  the 
current  literature  of  the  day. 

The  total  number  of  volumes  acquired  by  purchase  is  470 
volumes — for  the  titles  and  cost  of  which  we  would  refer  you 
to  the  catalogue  of  books  bought. 

The  Periodicals  added  to  our  list  arc  as  follows : 

The  Westermann's  Monatshefte,  The  Historical  Magazine, 

The  Atlantic  Monthly,  The  Chess  Monthly, 

The  Crayon  Monthly,  The  Kladderadatsch,  and 

The  Fliegende  Blaetter. 
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The  Books  donated  to  the  Library  number  219  volumes, 
presented  by  the  following  persons : 

Henry  A.  Nisbet,  Hon.  Henry  S.  Geyer, 

Charles  D.  Drake,  Hon.  L.  M.  Kcnnett, 

Sam'l  Clegg,  Wm.  M.  Morrison, 

F.  F.  Weed,  John  W.  Luke, 

Jno.  C.  Jennings,  M.  D.,  Wm.  Wightman, 

N.  J.  Colman,  Prof.  J.  J.  Reynolds, 

Ernst  W.  Decker,  Nathan  Ranney, 

Hugh  McKittrick,  Edwards  &  Bushnell, 

Washington  University,  E.  Bratton, 

D.  Dana,  Jr.,  of  New  York.  B.  F.  Shuter, 

Geo.  T.  Brown,  of  Alton,  John  Halsall, 

J.  H.  Alexander,  S.  A.  Holmes, 

Hon.  Trusten  Polk,  Walter  H.  Darby, 

Hon.  Jno.  F.  Darby,  George  Knapp  &  Co., 

Stanley  Ryland,  Isaac  H.  Keim, 

Robert  McEenna,  Commissioner  of  Patents, 

John  Moss,  Oscar  Packard, 

Dr.  Hiram  P.  Goodrich,  Spencer  Smith, 

John  D.  Stettinius,  Smithsonian  Institution, 

H.  T.  Tomlinson,  Wm.  P.  Curtis, 

Mrs.  M.  A.  P.  Walton,  Congress  of  U.  S. 

Francis  DeWitt,  of  Boston,  Robert  Scott, 

Mercantile  Library  Association  of  New  York. 

Among  these  donations  we  have  to  include  one  of  $100, 
from  Mr.  Wm.  M.  Morrison,  to  be  invested  in  the  purchase 
of  books. 

We  have  received  pamphlets  from  the  following  associations 
and  individuals : 

New  York  Mercantile  Library  Association, 

Cincinnati  Mercantile  Library  Association, 

Philadelphia  Mercantile  Library  Company, 

Buffalo  Young  Men's  Association, 

Newark  Library  Association, 

San  Francisco  Mercantile  Library  Association, 

St.  Louis  Academy  of  Science, 

Franklin  Institute  of  Philadelphia, 

American  Tract  Society, 

Wm.  Wood,  of  Canandaigua,  N.  Y., 

J.  S.  Loring,  of  Boston,  Mass., 

Iowa  City  Library  Association, 

H.  T.  Blow,  B.  F.  Shuter, 

F.  W.  Cronenbold,  R.  M.  Ruggles, 
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Sherman  Spencer,  H.  Boernstein, 

Hugh  McKittrick,  C.  D.  Drake, 

J.  S.  Chew,  Hon.  L.  M.  Kennett, 

B.  Gratz  Brown,  S.  R.  Clarke, 

E.  W.  Decker,  E.  P.  Curtis. 

The  following  papers  and  magazines  have  been  received 
free  of  charge : 

Missouri  Democrat,  Missouri  Republican, 

St.  Louis  Intelligencer,  St.  Louis  Evening  News, 

Morning  Herald,  St.  Louis  Leader. 

Anzeiger  des  Westens,  St.  Louis  Presbyterian, 

Western  Watchman,  Cumberland      do. 

Christian  Advocate,  Vincennes  Gazette, 

Indianapolis  Journal,  Nashville        do. 

Commercial  Daily  List.  Valley  Farmer, 

Spirit  of  Missions,  N.  Y.  South-west  Democrat, 
London  Times,  from  B.  F.  Shuter. 

The  total  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library  in  1856  were 
13,510,  to  which  we  have  added  this  year, 

By  purchase, 470  volumes,  costing  $982  33 

"   donation, 219        "        valued  at  322  20 

Total, 689        "  "        $1,304  63 

Making  the  whole  number  of  volumes  in  present  Catalogue 

4,420  donated— value, $  6,723  57 

9,799  purchased— cost, 16,451  47 

14,219  total, $23,175  04 

Of  this  number,  428  volumes  are  lost  or  missing,  103  of 
which  during  the  past  year,  valued  at  about  one  hundred 
and  thirty  dollars. 

In  the  estimate  of  books  purchased  are  included  222 
volumes,  costing  $665  50,  magazwjs  now  bound  and  entered 
in  the  Catalogue. 

The  issue  during  the  year  was  17,791  volumes,  to  1,193 
readers. 

The  property  of  the  Association  is  covered  by  insurance  in 
six  of  our  city  offices,  at  a  valuation  of  $24,700. 

The  total  value  of  property  of  all  kinds  owned  by  your 
Association  is  $52,846  50. 
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Your  Association  has  been  the  recipient  of  several  dona- 
tions during  the  past  year,  among  which  we  have  to  note  the 
following : 

Prom  the  Rev.  D.  W.  Marsh,  the  marble  slab  from  the 
ruins  of  ancient  Nineveh,  covered  with  a  figure  in  bas  relief, 
and  interesting  cuneiform  inscriptions.  This  slab,  two  inches 
in  thickness  and  about  seven  feet  square,  was,  for  the  better 
convenience  of  its  transportation,  divided  into  nine  pieces. 
It  has  been  put  together  in  a  strong  oaken  frame,  and  is 
placed  in  a  conspicuous  situation  in  the  ante-room.  The 
expense  of  transportation  to  New  Orleans,  about  two  hundred 
dollars,  was  paid  by  the  Association.  You  are  indebted  to 
Capt.  Boffinger,  of  the  steamboat  Wm.  M.  Morrison,  for  its 
delivery  thence  to  us  free  of  charge. 

Prom  Mr.  C.  M.  Scott  we  have  an  experimental  model  of 
a  steam  engine,  made  by  the  celebrated  John  Fitch,  about  the 
year  1795.  This  affords  an  interesting  evidence  of  the  first 
genius  of  an  invention,  to  the  successful  development  of 
which  the  city  of  St.  Louis  is  indebted  for  her  present  emi- 
ment  position  in  the  Mississippi  Valley. 

From  the  same  donor  we  have  two  curious  specimens  of 
petrified  wood,  found  in  Tennessee,  sixty  miles  above  Mem- 
phis, in  the  second  Chickasaw  Bluffs.  Prom  Mr.  L.  H.  Terry 
we  have  a  piece  of  the  Charter  Oak,  a  tree  so  famous  in  the 
early  annals  of  New  England ;  as  time  rolls  on,  it  will  daily 
become  a  more  precious  relic. 

Prom  Gabriel  S.  Chouteau,  Esq.,  through  the  hands  ot 
Hon.  John  P.  Darby,  we  have  an  interesting  and  curious 
fragment  of  a  journal,  written  in  French,  by  Col.  Auguste 
Chouteau,  giving  an  account  of  the  first  settlement  of  St. 
Louis,  in  the  year  1763,  by  M.  De  Laclede  Ligueste.  A  transla- 
tion of  the  same,  as  literal  as  possible,  made  by  Mr.  J.  Givin 
Brown  and  Mr.  J.  Wilmer  Stith,  is  herewith  presented,  with 
the  suggestion  that  it  be  published  in  an  appendix  to  the 
annual  report. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Wayman  Crow,  you  have 
been  entrusted  with  the  charge  of  Miss  Hosmer's  beautiful 
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statue  of  (Enone,  and  have  been  thus  enabled  to  gratify  mem- 
bers and  visitors  with  a  view  ef  it.  It  forms  a  striking  con- 
trast with  the  sculpture  from  Nineveh,  made  about  twenty- 
five  hundred  years  before,  and  has  been  one  of  the  principal 
objects  of  attraction  for  visitors  to  the  Library.  We  hope  it 
will  long  continue  to  afford  the  pleasure  it  has  hitherto  done. 
Mr.  E.  Long  has  presented  the  Association  with  several 
admirable  photographs  of  this  statue. 

LECTURES. 

Under  an  engagement  made  by  the  previous  committee, 
Rev.  Francis  Vinton,  D.  D.,  delivered  a  course  of  four  lectures 
before  the  Association  hi  January  last.  The  inclemency  of 
the  weather  at  that  period  was  such  that,  with  the  exception 
of  the  last  one,  they  were  poorly  attended,  and  although  they 
fully  sustained  the  high  reputation  of  the  lecturer,  the  result, 
in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  though  free  from  any  loss  to  the 
Association,  was  not  encouraging. 

In  accordance  with  the  suggestion  of  the  President,  in  his 
last  annual  report,  the  Lecture  Committee  announced,  by 
advertisement  in  May  last,  the  opening  of  a  subscription  list 
at  the  Library  Rooms  for  a  course  of  twenty  lectures,  to  be 
delivered  during  the  present  season.  They  hoped  in  this 
manner  to  raise  a  fund  that  would  enable  them  to  engage 
the  best  lecturers  without  entailing  any  loss  on  the  Associa- 
tion. Their  efforts  during  two  months  obtained  a  subscription 
of  only  three  hundred  dollars,  and  they  were  compelled  to 
abandon  that  plan,  and  trust  to  the  future  for  such  lectures  as 
opportunity  would  present. 

An  engagement  made  with  Lieutenant  Maury  for  a  course 
of  four  lectures  was  unavoidably  postponed,  on  account  of 
the  necessity  of  his  attendance  on  the  Naval  Court  of  Inquiry, 
at  the  time  appointed  for  his  lectures. 

A  lecture  on  National  Poetry  was  delivered  on  the  2nd 
November,  by  Capt.  G.  W.  Cutter,  which  was  succeeded  by 
a  lecture  from  Ex-Governor  Geo.  S.  Boutwell,  on  "America 
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prior  to  its  discovery  by  Columbus,"  after  which  was 
announced  the  only  regular  course  of  the  season,  comprising 
"Woman  in  the  Nineteenth  Century,"  by  Brantz  Mayer,  Esq., 
of  Baltimore,  delivered  on  the  3rd  December,  and  three  lec- 
tures by  Park  Benjamin,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  on  "Hard 
Times,"  "Amusing  Traits  of  American  Character,"  and 
"  Matrimony,"  delivered  respectively  on  the  7th,  10th  and 
11th  December.  The  result  of  this  course  was  successful, 
$223  60  being  the  amount  of  net  proceeds. 

A  lecture  on  Robespierre  was  delivered  by  Mr.  S.  D.  Dil- 
laye,  of  New  York,  on  the  4th  January,  but  owing  to  its  being 
unexpected,  and  wanting  the  requisite  time  to  be  suitably 
announced,  it  attracted  but  a  small  audience,  though  it  was 
received  with  marked  attention  and  pleasure. 

The  committee  have  been  in  correspondence  with  Herman 
Melville,  Esq.,  for  one  lecture,  and  with  Hon.  Thos.  F.  Mar- 
shall, of  Kentucky,  for  a  course  of  four  lectures,  but  no  defi- 
nite arrangement  has  yet  been  concluded  with  cither  of  those 
gentlemen. 

Your  Association  had  the  pleasure,  in  April  last,  of  pre- 
senting to  a  St.  Louis  audience  the  Hon.  Edward  Everett, 
who  repeated  his  celebrated  "  Oration  on  Washington  "  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Fund.  It  is  hardly  neces- 
sary for  us  to  state  that  the  large  Hall  was  crowded  on  that 
occasion  to  its  utmost  capacity,  and  hundreds  went  away  una- 
ble to  gain  admission ;  the  net  proceeds  of  the  tickets  sold 
amounting  to  eight  hundred  dollars,  were  handed  by  Mr. 
Everett  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Fund. 

The  late  accounts  of  the  progress  and  conduct  of  the  in- 
cumbent of  the  Wayman  Crow  scholarship  in  Washington 
University,  are  gratifying,  and  wo  hope  that  he  will  continue 
to  appreciate  and  merit  the  advantages  of  education,  which 
he  has  been  so  fortunate  in  obtaining. 

In  reference  to  the  approaching  annual  election,  we  would 
suggest  to  those  who  may  be  instrumental  in  making  up  a 
ticket,  the  propriety  of  selecting  only  the  names  of  such  per- 
sons as  will  consent  to  serve  if  elected.    Heretofore  tickets 
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have  been  formed  without  any  previous  consultation,  and  the 
consequence  has  been  immediate  resignations  or  non-attend- 
ance at  meetings  of  the  Board ;  and  the  necessary  changes  in 
the  Board  relax  its  energies,  and  are  much  to  be  deprecated. 

We  have  the  pleasure  of  informing  you  that  the  portrait 
of  H.  D.  Bacon,  Esq.,  ordered  by  the  Association  through 
one  of  the  previous  Boards,  is  now  completed,  and  competent 
judges  have  pronounced  it  to  be  unequalled  as  a  work  of  art, 
whilst  the  known  skill  of  the  artist  will  insure  the  fidelity  of 
its  likeness  to  the  original. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Elliott,  the  artist,  permission  was 
granted  him  to  retain  it  until  April  next,  for  exhibition  in 
the  Academy  of  Design. 

A  suitable  frame  has  also  been  ordered  to  be  made  for  it  in 
New  York,  and  before  the  spring  closes  we  hope  to  see  the 
portrait  occupying  its  destined  position  in  the  Library. 

We  are  glad  to  perceive  that  your  Reading-room  is  the 
nightly  resort  of  numerous  readers,  and  the  number  of  them 
appears  to  be  constantly  on  the  increase. 

You  are  all  aware  that  during  the  past  year  there  was  an 
unusually  large  influx  of  strangers  into  our  city,  and  among 
the  prominent  objects  that  attracted  their  attention,  your  Hall 
and  Library  were  not  the  least  conspicuous,  and  visitors  from 
all  parts  of  the  Union  expressed  their  astonishment  and  plea- 
sure at  the  magnitude  of  the  one,  and  the  extent,  order  and 
contents  of  the  other ;  and  it  was  a  source  of  gratification  to 
its  friends  to  hear  the  constant  praises  bestowed  upon  this 
object  of  their  care  and  liberality,  which  was  pronounced  by 
all  its  visitors  to  be  one,  if  not  the  chief,  ornament  of  our 
city. 

We  hope  that  the  unwearied  efforts  heretofore  made  by  the 
friends  of  the  Association  will  result  in  the  fruition  of  their 
fondest  hopes,  and  that  each  succeeding  year  will  prove  its 
beneficial  effects  in  cultivating  literary  taste  and  habit  among 
us,  and  rescuing  our  youths  from  the  vortexes  of  dissipation 
and  haunts  of  vice  that  surround  and  allure  them  from  the 
path  of  rectitude,  by  presenting  to  them  the  means  of  em- 
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ploying  their  leisure  hours  with  profit  and  honor  to  them- 
selves and  benefit  to  society, — golden  opportunities  of  learn- 
ing and  research,  which  would  have  been  so  highly  prized  by 
those  self-taught  men  who  have  rendered  their  names  illustri- 
ous in  the  page  of  history,  and  have  left  the  impress  of  their 
lives  upon  succeeding  generations.  Thus  will  your  Association 
gradually  accomplish  the  noble  designs  of  its  founders,  and 
reflect  upon  its  benefactors  who  have  so  steadily  fostered  it, 
from  its  first  inception  through  its  infant  struggles,  to  its  pre- 
sent state  of  prosperity,  the  credit  which  is  so  justly  due 
them,  and  awaken  in  them  those  emotions  of  heartfelt  plea- 
sure which  reward  all  generous  and  liberal  minds  when  they 
find  their  exertions  not  unworthily  bestowed. 

That  your  Association  may  attain  these  ends  should  be  your 
constant  endeavor, —  the  attainment  of  them,  with  proper 
diligence  on  your  part,  is  entirely  within  your  power.  In 
justice,  then,  to  the  high  objects  of  your  Association,  to  its 
patrons,  and  to  those  whose  characters  should  be  moulded  by 
the  good  influences  in  your  power  to  cast  around  them, — 
neglect  not  this  important  trust, —  suffer  no  mismanagement 
of  its  affairs  to  impair  its  utility  or  retard  its  onward  course. 
Cherish  it  as  you  would  one  of  your  own  household,  and  its 
future  career  will  be  useful,  bright  and  prosperous. 

In  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

JOHN  W.  LUKE, 

President. 
St.  Louis,  January  13th,  1858. 
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BOARDS   OF  DIRECTION— 1851-'54. 


For  1851. 

Alfred  Vinton,  President. 
Jas.  E.  Yeatman,  Vice  President. 
Robert  M.  Renick,  Treasurer. 
Conrad  R.  Stinde,  Secretary. 


For  1863. 

Alfred  Vinton,  President. 
Jas.  E.  Yeatman,  Vice  President. 
Henry  D.  Bacon,  Treasurer. 
John  A.  Allen,  Secretary. 


directors : 

Hudson  E.  Bridge, 
George  Collier, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison, 
John  A.  Allen, 
Oliver  D.  Filley. 


directors : 

Hudson  E.  Bridge, 
Watman  Crow, 
Conrad  R.  Stinde, 
Solon  Humphreys, 
W.  M.  Morrison. 


For  1862. 


For  1864. 


Alfred  Vinton,  President.  Alfred  Vinton,  President. 

H.  D.  Bacon,  V.  P.  and  Treasurer.    Jas.  E.  Yeatman,  Vice  President. 
John  A.  Allen,  Secretary.  Henry  D.  Bacon,  Treasurer. 

John  A.  Allen,  Secretary. 


directors : 

♦George  Collier, 
Conrad  R.  Stinde, 
James  E.  Yeatman, 
Hudson  E.  Bridge, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison, 
Wayman  Crow. 


directors : 

Hudson  E.  Bridge, 
Wayman  Crow, 
Conrad  R.  Stinde, 
Solon  Humphreys, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison. 


*  GEORor  Collier,  deceased  July  18,  1803,  and  James  H.  Lucas  elected  to  fill 
the  vacancy,  October  18,  1863. 


BOARDS   OF   DIRECTION,   1855-'8. 


For  1865. 

Alfred  Vinton,  President. 
Wayman  Crow,  Vice  President. 
*Seth  A.  "Ranlett,  Treasurer. 
*James  Smith,  Jr.,  Secretary. 

directors : 

♦Robert  K.  Woods, 
Hudson  E.  Bridge, 
Henry  D.  Bacon, 
James  E.  Yeatman, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison. 


For  1857. 

James  E.  Yeatman,  President. 
John  T.  Douglass,  Vice  President. 
Seth  A.  Ranlett,  Treasurer. 
James  Smith,  Jr.,  Secretary. 

directors : 

Robert  K.  Woods, 
Watman  Crow, 
Carlos  S.  Greeley, 
Henry  D.  Bacon, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison. 


For  1856. 

Jas.  E.  Yeatman,  President. 
John  T.  Douglass,  Vice  President. 
Seth  A.  Ranlett,  Treasurer. 
James  Smith,  Jr.,  Secretary. 

directors : 

Wayman  Crow, 
Carlos  S.  Greeley, 
Robert  K.  Woods, 
Henry  D.  Bacon, 
Edward  P.  Curtis. 


For  1858. 

James  E.  Yeatman,  President. 
John  T.  Douglass,  Vice  President* 
S.  A.  Ranlett,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 


directors : 

James  Smith,  Jr., 
Robert  K.  Woods, 
Wayman  Crow, 
Carlos  S.  Greeley, 
Henry  D.  Bacon, 
William  M.  Morrison. 


*  Me  Mrs.  Lemoire,  Brown  and  Alexander,  elected  Directors  at  Fifth  Annual 
Election,  January  16th,  1866  being  ineligible,  a  Special  Election  was  ordered,  and  held 
on  26th  February,  1866.  at  which  time  Messrs.  Ranlett,  Smith,  Jr.,  and  Woods, 
were  chosen  to  fill  the  vacancies. 


PROCEEDINGS 


OF   THE 


Sehntjj  Annual  Petting 


OF  THE 


MERCANTILE  LIBRAEY  HALL  COMPANY, 

JANUARY    18,    1858. 


The  Seventh  Annual  Meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the 
Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company  was  held  in  the  Boom  of 
the  Mercantile  Library  Association,  on  Monday  Evening,  the 
18th  January,  1858. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  Wayman  Crow, 
and,  on  his  motion,  Mr.  R.  J.  Lockwood  was  elected  Chair- 
man. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wayman  Crow,  Mr.  James  A.  Hardy 
was  elected  Secretary. 

The  proceedings  of  the  last  annual  meeting  were  then  read, 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  John  W.  Luke,  were  approved. 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors  was  read  by  the  Pre- 
sident, Mr.  James  E.  Yeatman,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wm. 
M.  Morrison,  was  accepted. 

The  report  of  Mr.  S.  A.  Ranlett,  Treasurer,  was  read, 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jno.  T.  Douglass,  was  accepted. 

In  accordance  with  the  constitution  of  the  Company,  an 
election  of  nine  Directors,  to  serve  the  ensuing  year,  was 
then  held  by  the  inspectors  previously  chosen,  and  they 
reported  as  follows : 
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Library  Hall,  January  18th,  1858* 

To  the  Stockholders  of  the  St.  Louts 

Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company. 

We,  the  undersigned  inspectors,  appointed  in  conformity  with  the  constitu- 
tion of  your  Company,  to  superintend  an  election  for  Directors  to  serve  during' 
the  year  1858,  do  certify  that  the  election  has  been  held  pursuant  to  a  notice 
given  in  the  public  prints,  between  the  hours  of  7  and  9  o'clock,  P.  M.,  of  this 
day,  and  that  the  following  named  nine  gentlemen  have  received  the  largest 
number  of  votes,  and  are  duly  elected : 

James  E.  Yeatman 2,237 

Wayman  Ceow«"« 2,247 

H.  D.  Bacon 2,237 

John  T.  Douglass, • 2,237 

C  S.  Greeley 2,247 

James  Smith,  Jr.****  •• 2,247 

R.  K.  Woods 2,247 

Wm.  M.  Morrison 2,228 

S.  A.  Kanlett 2,246 

R.  J.  LOCKWOOD, 
JAMES  A.  HARDY, 
R.  H.  DAVIS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  John  W.  Luke,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors  be  furnished 
to  the  Mercantile  Library  Association  for  publication,  and  that  the  proceedings 
of  this  meeting,  with  the  reports  which  have  been  read,  be  published  in  the 
daily  papers. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  adjourned. 

R.  J.  LOCKWOOD, 

Chairman, 
Jambs  A.  Hardy,  Secretary. 


%xtunxm*  Report. 


•  •  • 

S.  A.  RANLETT,  Treasurer, 

Z»  Acc't  with  the  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company,  St.  Louis. 

1857.  Db. 

Jan.  20.   To  Balance, $    223  03 

Feb.  14.         Bills  Receivable,  W.  M.  Morrison, 933  61 

Mar.  5.  "  "  Wade  and  others, 625  00 

Apr.  23.         Mercantile  Library  Assocation, 1,000  00 

May  4.  Bills  Payable,  five  bonds,  to  John  Tilden, 

$1,000  each, 6,000  00 

"    4.  Mercantile  Library  Association, 600  00 

Oct.  28.  "  "  "         1,019  65 

Nov.  4.  Bills  Payable,  seven  bonds  to  John  Tilden, 

$1,000  each, 7,000  00 

"  14.  Mercantile  Library  Association, 275  12 

"  26.  "  "  "        295  85 

Dec.  16.  «          "               "    per  J.  W.  Luke,       40  00 

"    «  «  "  "  600  00 

$17,311  66 


tt    tt 


1857.  Cr. 

Feb.  14.  By  Expense  account  Amended  Charter, •  •$        1  15 

16.         Bills  Payable— J.  B.  Brant's  note, 1,000  00 

Interest  account — same, 300  00 

Mar.  5.          Insurance — Home  Mutual, 42  00 

Apr.  27.         Bills  Payable,  interest  notes, 1,000  00 

"    "            Exchange,  {  of  1  per  cent., 6  00 

May  4.          Bills  Payable— J.  Tilden, 6,600  00 

"    7.  Insurance,  Franklin,* $5100 

"  St.  Louis  Mutual, 51  00 

"         Merchants', 100  00  202  00 

July  7.                  "         Missouri  StateMutual, 120  00 

"  15.          Expense  account,  printing  blanks, 20  00 

Amount  carried  over, $  8,190  15 
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1857.  By  Amount  brought  over,  .  •• $8,190  15 

Oct.  29.         Bills  Payable,  interest  notes, 1,000  00 

Not.  4.  "  "        John  Tilden,  ..* 6,500  00 

"    "  "  "        No.  4  and  6  bonds  canceled,.   2,000  00 

Dec.  3.  Insurance,  Mound  City, 27  00 

"    3.  Mercantile  Library  Association,  per  W.  M. 

1858.  Morrison, 90  00 

Jan.  9.  Insurance,  St.  Louis  Insurance  Co.,  $100  00 

"  Western  Mutual, 31  00 

"  United  States, 100  00 

"  Atlantic, 50  00 

"  Home  Mutual, 42  00 

"  Hope  Mutual, 31  00 

"  Delaware  Mutual, 50  00      404  00 

Balance, 100  41 


$17,811  66 


Trial  Balance  of  the  Books  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company. 

St.  Louis,  January  18th,  1868. 


Dr. 

Cash  on  hand, $        100  41 

Mercantile  Lib'y  Ass'n, .  672  98 

Interest  account, 14,030  69 

Mercantile  Library  Hall,  123,081  72 
Expense  account, 240  30 


Cb. 


Bills  Payable, 
Stock, 


$     40,700  00 
■       97,426  00 


Total, 


$138,126  00        Total, 


$138,126  00 


REPORT  OF  THE  AUDITING  COMMITTEE. 

We,  the  undersigned,  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  report  that  we  have 
examined  the  account  of  the  Treasurer  with  the  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Com- 
pany, with  the  vouchers  for  the  same,  and  find  it  correct.  We  have  also 
examined  and  found  the  twenty  bonds  executed,  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer, 
and  unsold. 

[signed,]  WAYMAN  CROW, 

St.  Louis,  January  18th,  1858.  C.  S.  GREELEY. 


Sttantjj  Annual  T&tpxt 


OF   THE 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


OF  THE 


MERCANTILE  LIBRARY  HALL  COMPANY  OF  ST.  LOUIS, 

TO    THE    STOCKHOLDERS, 
JANUARY  18,   1868. 


In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  by-laws,  it 
becomes  my  duty  to  present  to  you  the  annual  report  of  the 
Board  of  Directors,  which  I  shall  do  as  briefly  as  possible. 

For  the  financial  condition  of  the  Hall  Company,  I  refer 
to  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  herewith  submitted. 

Application  was  made  to  the  last  Legislature  for  an  amend- 
ment to  our  Charter,  as  was  recommended  and  ordered  at 
your  last  annual  meeting.  This  was  confined  to  the  fourth 
section,  simply  authorizing  such  change  or  modification  in 
the  lease  of  the  building  to  the  Library  Association  as  might 
be  deemed  necessary.  The  asked  for  amendment  was  granted 
by  the  Legislature,  and  under  it  we  proceeded  to  execute  a 
new  lease,  in  conformity  to  the  terms  proposed  at  that  time, 
which  were :  That  thirty  thousand  dollars  of  the  indebted- 
ness of  the  Hall  Company  should  be  funded,  and  coupon 
bonds  issued  for  the  amount,  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  ten 
per  cent,  per  annum — interest  payable  semi-annually ;  that 
three  thousand  dollars  of  these  bonds  should  mature  the  1st 
of  May,  1858,  and  for  a  like  amount  each  year  thereafter  for 
nine  years,  ending  with  the  year  1867.  The  Library  Associ- 
ation to  pay  the  bonds  and  coupons  for  interest  as  they  ma- 
ture, with  insurance,  taxes  and  repairs. 
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Thirty  bonds  of  one  thousand  dollars  each,  with  coupons 
for  interest  attached,  have  been  executed,  only  ten  of  which 
have  been  issued,  viz : 

1  Bond  at  6  years  for $1000  00 

3   "    7  "   "  1000  00  each. 

3   "    8  "   "  1000  00  " 

3   "    9  "   "  1000  00  " 

These  were  sold  at  par,  and  proceeds  applied  to  paying 
two  notes  of  the  Company,  each  for  five  thousand  dollars, 
due  1st  May  and  1st  November,  1857.  We  are  now  trying 
to  arrange  with  the  holder  of  the  remaining  two  notes  for 
ten  thousand  dollars  each  to  get  him  to  substitute  the  bonds 
for  the  notes.  We  have  reason  to  suppose  that  he  will  do  it. 
Should  he  not,  we  have  no  doubt  of  our  ability  to  negotiate 
the  bonds  in  time  to  meet  the  payments  as  they  mature. 

The  building  is  insured  for  eighty  thousand  dollars,  and 
has  been  kept  in  good  repair  by  the  Library  Association. 

The  Library  Association,  as  we  have  seen  from  the  recent 
report  of  its  President,  is  in  a  prosperous  condition,  and  will, 
we  feel  assured,  have  no  difficulty  in  complying  with  the 
requirements  of  the  lease,  which  will  become  lighter  and 
lighter  for  the  next  ten  years,  by  the  end  of  which  time  we 
hope,  through  the  continued  liberality  of  the  stockholders  of 
the  Hall  Company  and  other  friends,  that  it  will  be  the  owner 
of  the  entire  stock. 

JAMES  E.  YEATMAN, 

President. 


FRAGMENT    OF 


COL.  AUGUSTE  CHOUTEAU'S  NAKKATIVE 


OP  THE 


jptttlmtnt  ai  $t  %m\%. 


A    LITERAL   TRANSLATION    FROM    THE    ORIGINAL  FRENCH   MS., 

IN   POSSESSION   OP   THE   ST.    LOUIS  MERCANTILE 

LIBRARY    ASSOCIATION. 


JOURNAL. 


In  the  year  1762,  M.  D'Abadie,  at  that  time  Director  General  and  Com- 
mandant of  Louisiana,  granted  to  a  Company  the  exclusive  trade  with  the 
savages  of  the  Missouri,  and  all  the  nations  residing  west  of  the  Mississippi* 
for  the  term  of  eight  years.  This  company  was  formed  under  the  name  of 
M.  Laclede  Ligueste,  Antoine  Moxan  and  Company.  Immediately  after 
the  terms  and  conditions  were  signed  with  the  French  Government,  they 
took  measures  to  import  from  Europe  all  the  merchandise  necessary  to  sustain, 
on  a  large  scale,  their  commerce,  wliich  they  proposed  to  extend  as  much  as 
possible.  While  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  the  goods  which  they  had  ordered 
in  Europe,  they  formed  a  considerable  armament,  at  the  head  of  which  was 
placed  M.  Laclede  Ligueste,  known  as  a  man  of  great  merit,  capable,  from 
his  experience,  of  conducting  with  skill  and  prudence,  the  interests  of  the 
company.  He  left  New  Orleans  the  3rd  of  August,  1763,  and  arrived  in  Illi- 
nois the  3rd  November  following. 

Observe,  that  all  the  establishments  which  the  French  had  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  Mississippi,  were  ceded  to  the  English  by  the  treaty  of  1762,  and  that 
upon  the  right  bank,  which  remained  to  the  French,  there  was  only  the  small 
village  of  Ste.  Genevieve,  in  which  M.  De  Laclede  could  not  find  a  house 
capable  of  containing  one-fourth  of  his  merchandise.  M.  De  Neyon,  Com- 
mandant of  Fort  de  Chartres,  learning  the  embarrassment  of  M.  de  Laclede* 
sent  an  officer  to  him,  to  tell  him  that  he  could  offer  him  a  place  for  his  goods, 
until  the  English  should  come  to  take  possession.  Necessity  made  him  accept 
this  generous  offer  of  M.  De  Neyon.  He  left  Ste.  Genevieve,  and  arrived  at 
Fort  Chartres  on  the  3rd  of  November,  1763,  where  he  disembarked  all  his 
goods,  and  prepared  immediately  all  the  supplies  for  the  different  nations. 
After  all  the  business  of  the  trade  was  done,  he  occupied  himself  with  the 
means  of  forming  an  establishment  suitable  for  his  commerce,  Ste.  Genevieve 
not  suiting  him,  because  of  its  distance  from  the  Missouri,  and  its  insalubrious 
situation.  These  reasons  decided  him  to  seek  a  more  advantageous  site.  In 
consequence,  he  set  out  from  the  Fort  de  Chartres  in  the  month  of  December, 
took  with  him  a  young  man  in  his  confidence,  and  examined  all  the  ground 
from  the  Fort  de  Chartres  to  the  Missouri.  He  was  delighted  to  see  the  situ- 
ation (where  St.  Louis  at  present  stands;)  he  did  not  hesitate  a  moment  to 
form  there  the  establishment  that  he  proposed.  Besides  the  beauty  of  the 
site,  he  found  there  all  the  advantages  that  one  could  desire  to  found  a  settle- 
ment which  might  become  very  considerable  hereafter.    After  having  exam- 


ined  all  thoroughly,  he  fixed  upon  the  place  where  he  wished  to  form  his  set- 
tlement, marked  with  his  own  hand  some  trees,  and  said  to  Chouteau,  "  You 
will  come  here  as  soon  as  navigation  opens,  and  will  cause  this  place  to  be 
cleared,  in  order  to  form  our  settlement  after  the  plan  that  I  shall  give  you." 
We  set  out  immediately  afterwards,  to  return  to  Fort  de  Chartres,  where  ho 
said,  with  enthusiasm,  to  Monsieur  De  Neyon,  and  to  his  officers,  that  he  had 
found  a  situation  where  he  was  going  to  form  a  settlement,  which  might  be- 
come, hereafter,  one  of  the  finest  cities  of  America — so  many  advantages  were 
embraced  in  this  site,  by  its  locality  and  its  central  position,  for  forming  set- 
tlements. He  was  occupied  the  rest  of  the  winter  in  procuring  all  things  ne- 
cessary for  the  settlement — men,  provisions,  tools,  &c. 

Navigation  being  open  in  the  early  part  of  February,  he  fitted  out  a  boat, 
in  which  he  put  thirty  men,  —  nearly  all  mechanics, — and  he  gave  the 
charge  of  it  to  Chouteau,  and  said  to  him :  "  You  will  proceed  and  land  at 
the  place  where  we  marked  the  trees ;  you  will  commence  to  have  the  place 
cleared,  and  build  a  large  shed  to  contain  the  provisions  and  the  tools,  and 
some  small  cabins,  to  lodge  the  men.  I  give  you  two  men  on  whom  you  can 
depend,  who  will  aid  you  very  much ;  and  I  will  rejoin  you  before  long."  I 
arrived  at  the  place  designated  on  the  14th  of  March,  and,  on  the  morning  of 
the  next  day,  I  put  the  men  to  work.  They  commenced  the  shed,  which  was 
built  in  a  short  time,  and  the  little  cabins  for  the  men  were  built  in  the  vicinity. 
In  the  early  part  of  April,  Laclede  arrived  among  us.  He  occupied  himself 
with  his  settlement,  fixed  the  place  where  he  wished  to  build  his  house,  laid  a 
plan  of  the  village  which  he  wished  to  found,  (and  he  named  it  Saint  Louis,  in 
honor  of  Louis  XV,  whose  subject  he  expected  to  remain,  for  a  long  time ; 
— he  never  imagined  he  was  a  subject  of  the  King  of  Spain;)  and  ordered 
me  to  follow  the  plan  exactly,  because  he  could  not  remain  any  longer  with 
us.  He  was  obliged  to  proceed  to  Fort  de  Chartres,  to  remove  the  goods  that 
he  had  in  the  fort,  before  the  arrival  of  the  English,  who  were  expected  every 
day  to  take  possession  of  it.  I  followed,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  his  plan,  and 
used  the  utmost  diligence  to  accelerate  the  building  of  the  house. 

Whilst  we  were  all  very  much  occupied  with  this  work,  there  arrived  among 
us,  in  the  month  of  all  the  tribe  of  the  Missouris, —  men,  women 

and  children ;  and  although  they  did  not  appear  to  have  any  evil  intentions 
towards  us,  they  were  not  the  less  a  heavy  charge  on  us,  from  their  continual 
demands  for  provisions,  and  from  their  thefts  of  our  tools, — telling  us,  always, 
that  they  wished  to  form  a  village  around  the  house  we  intended  building,  of 
which  it  would  be  the  centre.  All  this  talk  disturbed  me  very  much,  and 
made  me  resolve  to  send  for  Monsieur  de  Laclede, — and  what  still  more 
strongly  determined  me  to  do  so,  was,  that  there  had  come  from  Caos*  some 
people  to  settle  in  the  new  village,  but  who  left  it  again  for  fear  of  the  Mis- 
souris, who  numbered  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  warriors,  while  we  were 
only  thirty  or  thirty-five.  But  I  should  say  that  this  tribe  never  appeared 
to  have  any  hostile  intentions  whatever.  Monsieur  de  Laclede  arrived,  and 
immediately  the  Chief  of  the  Missouris  came  to  see  him,  in  order  to  hold  a 
council.    The  result  of  the  council  was  that  they  were  worthy  of  pit}' ;  that 

•Cahokia. 


they  were  like  the  ducks  and  the  bustards,  who  sought  open  water  in  order  to 
rest,  and  procure  an  easy  subsistence ;  that  they  did  not  find  any  place  more 
suitable,  in  their  opinion,  than  the  place  where  they  were.  Upon  that,  they 
said  many  things,  which  amounted  always  to  this,  that  they  desired  to  settle 
where  they  were.  The  council  ended,  Monsieur  Laclede  postponed,  until  the 
following  day,  his  reply  to  them.  The  council  again  assembled,  and,  after 
much  vague  preliminary  talk,  Monsieur  de  Laclede  spoke  to  them  with  his 
usual  firmness :  "  You  told  me,  yesterday,  that  you  were  like  the  ducks  and 
the  bustards,  who  traveled  until  they  found  a  fine  country,  where  there  was 
beautiful  open  water,  that  they  might  rest  there,  and  obtain  an  easy  living; 
and  that  you,  the  Missouris,  who  were  worthy  of  pity,  resembled  them,  because 
you  traveled  like  them  to  find  a  place  to  settle  yourselves,  and  that  you  did 
not  find  any  one  more  suitable  than  that  where  you  are  at  present;  that  you 
wished  to  form  a  village  around  my  house,  where  we  should  live  together  in 
the  greatest  friendship.  I  will  reply  to  you  in  a  few  words,  and  I  will  say, 
that  if  you  followed  the  example  of  the  ducks  and  the  bustards  in  settling  your- 
selves, you  followed  bad  guides,  who  have  no  foresight ;  because  if  they  had 
any,  they  would  not  put  themselves  into  open  water,  so  that  the  eagles  and 
birds  of  prey  could  discover  them  easily,  which  would  never  happen  to  them 
if  they  were  in  a  woody  place,  and  covered  with  brush.  You  Missouris,  you  will 
not  be  eaten  by  eagles;  but  these  men  who  have  waged  war  against  you  for  a 
long  time  past,  who  are  in  great  numbers  against  you,  who  are  few,  will  kill  your 
warriors,  because  they  will  offer  resistance,  and  will  make  your  women  and  chil- 
dren slaves.  Behold  what  will  happen  to  you,  for  wishing  to  follow,  as  you 
say,  the  course  of  the  ducks  and  bustards,  rather  than  the  advice  of  men  of 
experience.  You  women,  who  are  here  present,  and  who  listen  to  me,  go, 
tenderly  caress  your  children — give  them  food  in  plenty;  also,  to  your  aged 
parents, — press  them  closely  in  your  arms, — lavish  upon  them  all  the  evi- 
dences of  the  tenderest  affection,  until  the  fatal  moment  which  shall  separate 
you  from  them —  and  that  moment  is  not  far  distant,  if  your  men  persist  in  their 
intention  to  settle  here.  I  warn  you,  as  a  good  Father,  that  there  are  six  or  seven 
hundred  warriors  at  Fort  de  Chartres,  who  are  there  to  make  war  against  the 
English, — which  occupies  them  fully  at  this  moment,  for  they  turn  all  theun 
attention  below  Fort  Chartres,  frcfrn  whence  they  expect  the  English,  — but  if 
they  learn  you  are  here,  beyond  the  least  doubt,  they  will  come  to  destroy  you; 
See  now,  warriors,  if  it  be  not  prudent  on  your  part  to  leave  here  at  once, 
rather  than  to  remain  to  be  massacred,  your  wives- and  children  torn  to  pieces, 
and  their  limbs  thrown  to  dogs  and  to  birds  of  prey.  Recollect,  I  speak  to- you 
as  a  good  Father ;  reflect  well  upon  what  I  have  just  told  you,  and  give  me  your 
answer  this  evening.  I  cannot  give  you  any  longer  time,  for  I  must  return  to 
Fort  de  Chartres." 

In  the  evening,  the  whole  nation,  men,  women  and  children,  came  to  Mon- 
sieur de  Laclede,  and  told  him  that  they  had  opened  their  ears  wide  to  his  dis- 
course, and  that  they  would  follow,  in  all  things,  his  advice :  and  they  prayed  ■ 
him  to  have  pity  upon  the  women  and  children,  and  give  them  provisions,  and 
a  little  powder  and  some  balls  for  the  men,  that  they  might  hunt  while  going: 
up  the  Missouri,  and  defend  themselves,  if  they  were  attacked.    Monsieur  de 
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Laclede  told  them  that  he  would  have  pity  on  them,  and  detained  them  till  the 
next  day.  He  could  not  give  them  anything  that  day,  for  he  had  not  enough 
corn,  which  he  was  obliged  to  send  to  Caos  for.  As  soon  as  he  had  received 
it,  he  gave  them  a  large  quantity, —  some  powder,  balls  and  knives,  and  some 
cloth;  and  the  day  after,  all  the  Missouris  went  away,  to  go  up  the  Missouri  and 
return  to  their  ancient  village, — having  remained  here  fifteen  days,  in  the  course 
of  which  I  had  the  cellar  of  the  house,  which  we  were  to  build,  dug  by  the 
women  and  children.  I  gave  them,  in  payment,  vermillion,  awls  and  verdigris. 
They  dug  the  largest  part  of  it,  and  carried  the  earth  in  wooden  platters  and 
baskets,  which  they  bore  upon  their  heads. 

Monsieur  de  Laclede,  after  giving  the  orders  which  he  thought  necessary, 
for  the  works  of  a  settlement,  left,  a  few  days  after  the  savages,  for  Fort  de 
Chartres.  Those  persons  who  had  fled  to  Caos  on  the  coming  of  the  savages, 
returned  as  soon  as  they  knew  that  they  had  gone  away,  and  commenced  build- 
ing their  houses,  or,  to  speak  more  correctly,  their  cabins,  and  entered  their 
lands,  agreeable  to  the  lines  of  the  lots  which  I  had  drawn,  following  the  plan 
which  Monsieur  de  Laclede  had  left  with  me. 

Monsieur  de  Neyon  de  Villiers,  who  governed  Upper  Louisiana,  under  the 
name  of  Illinois,  had  orders  from  the  Governor-General  of  the  province,  to 
evacuate  the  whole  left  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  which  had  been  ceded  to  the 
English  by  the  treaty  of  Versailles.  In  consequence  of  these  orders,  he  caused 
to  be  withdrawn  the  garrisons  of  Fort  des  Pees,  upon  the  Illinois  River,  that 
of  Fort  Marsiaque,  on  the  Belle  Riviere;  the  post  of  Vincennes,  upon  the 
Wabash,  where  commanded  Monsieur  de  St.  Ange  de  Bellerive ;  and,  although 
the  Fort  des  Causes  was  in  Missouri,  he  brought  down  the  little  garrison  of 
this  post, — and  even  an  officer  whom  he  had  sent  to  build  a  fort  on  the  Osage 
River,  near  a  village  of  the  tribe  of  the  same  name.  As  soon  as  he  had  col- 
lected all  the  troops  at  Fort  de  Chartres,  he  ordered  Monsieur  de  St.  Ange  to 
remain  there  with  forty  men,  one  captain  and  two  lieutenants,  to  deliver  up  the 
fort  to  the  English,  who  were  expected  every  day,  and  he  himself  prepared  to 
go  down  the  river  on  the  10th  of  July,  1764,  with  the  remainder  of  his  troops, 
and  all  the  employees  of  the  government,  and  a  large  part  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  villages  of  Fort  de  Chartres  and  Prairie  du  Rocher,  for  whom  he  prom- 
ised to  obtain  free  grants  of  land,  near  New  Orleans,  for  the  sacrifices  they 
were  making  of  their  property,  in  order  to  go  and  settle  in  Lower  Louisiana, 
under  the  French  government,  rather  than  to  remain  under  the  dominion  of 
the  English,  who  were  heretics,  &c.  But  the  real  motive  of  Monsieur  de 
Neyon  was,  to  take  with  him  a  numerous  train,  and  to  descend  the  Mississippi 
in  triumph,  to  make  the  government  believe  that  all  these  people  followed  him 
f  jr  the  great  esteem  which  they  had  for  his  person ;  thereby  to  gain  the  confi- 
dence, of  the  authorities,  in  order  to  obtain  a  place  that  he  had  in  view.  But 
when  he  learned,  on  arriving  at  New  Orleans,  that  the  country  was  ceded  to 
Spain,  he  determined  to  return  to  Europe.  He  forgot  all  the  promises  that  he 
had  made  to  these  poor,  credulous  people,  who  remained  upon  the  strand  with- 
out knowing  where  to  lay  their  heads,  and  the  government  troubled  themselves 
but  little  about  them,  because  they  knew  that  the  colony  would  soon  change 
masters.    So  that  these  unfortunate  people,  who  had  abandoned  the  little  pro- 


petty  which  they  possessed  in  Illinois,  to  go  and  live  under  the  French  govern- 
ment, 'found  themselves  completely  disappointed  in  their  hopes.  Some  of  them, 
in  order  to  live,  went  with  their  families  to  Opelousas,  others  to  Atakapas, 
where,  however,  they  could  not  carry,  on  account  of  the  want  of  facilities  for 
transportation,  the  materials  which  they  had  brought  down  with  them ;  and 
they  were  obliged  to  give  them  for  almost  nothing,  in  order  to  procure  a  little 
maize  and  rice.  Those  who,  having  some  means,  returned  to  Illinois,  were 
very  happy  to  find  there  Monsieur  de  Laclede,  who  aided  them  in  a  great  many 
ways,  and  observed  to  them,  that  if  they  had  been  willing  to  follow  his  advice, 
as  others  had  done,  who  had  not  wished  to  follow  their  evil  destiny,  they  would 
not  now  be  in  the  unpleasant  situation  in  which  they  found  themselves. 

Monsieur  de  Laclede,  penetrating  the  motives  which  actuated  Monsieur  de 
Neyon,  did  all  in  his  power  to  hinder  them  from  going  down,  which  he  did 
without  any  interested  view,  but  through  humanity,  telling  them  that  the 
English  government  was  not  so  terrible  as  they  wished  to  make  them  believe ; 
that,  for  his  part,  he  had  a  much  more  favorable  opinion  of  it.  However,  if, 
in  consequence  of  false  prejudice,  they  did  not  wish  to  remain  under  this  gov- 
ernment, he  would  recommend  them  to  go  up  to  his  new  settlement,  and  he 
would  facilitate  for  them  the  means  of  getting  there  with  their  effects ;  and,  as 
for  their  animals,  it  was  very  easy  to  conduct  them  by  land,  since  the  journey 
was  only  nineteen  leagues  by  a  good  road.  Several  families  accepted  these 
offers,  and  obtained  immediately  the  wagons  and  the  necessary  harness  to  pro- 
ceed to  St  Louis,  and  there  he  aided  them  in  settling,  and  ordered  me  to  assign 
them  lands,  according  to  the  plan  that  he  had  made,  which  I  did  as  exactly  as 
possible.  As  I  have  already  observed,  that  immediately  upon  the  departure 
of  the  tribe  of  the  Missouris,  the  inhabitants*  who  had  fled  to  Caos  had  returned, 
and,  with  those  of  Fort  de  Chartres,  commenced  to  give  some  permanence 
to  St.  Louis. 

After  the  departure  of  Monsieur  de  Neyon,  which  took  place  the  10th  of 
July,  1764,  and  the  emigration  of  its  inhabitants  to  St.  Louis,  the  village  of 
Fort  de  Chartres  remained  totally  deserted,  except  the  garrison  of  the  fort, 
and  some  government  employees,  who  also  lived  in  the  fort,  because 
in  the  village,  a  part  of  the  houses  had  been  demolished  by  the  own- 
ers, who  took  the  boards,  the  windows  and  door  frames,  and  everything  else 
they  could  transport,  to  the  places  where  they  intended  to  settle.  In  the  course 
of  the  winter  of  1764-5,  the  savages  of  the  north  of  this  country  knew  that 
the  English  were  fitting  out  an  expedition  at  New  Orleans,  to  take  possession 
of  the  Illinois  country.  These  savages,  desiring  to  oppose  this,  set  out  for 
Fort  de  Chartres,  to  the  number  of  four  hundred  men,  having  at  their  head  the 
famous  Fontiac,  of  the  Ottawa  nation,  who  had  absolute  authority  over  these 
tribes,  because  he  had  commanded  them  in  the  capture  of  many  forts  occupied 
by  the  English,  against  whom  he  waged  a  cruel  war,  since  the  peace  of  1762. 
He  said  that  he  fought  to  avenge  the  French ;  but,  in  truth,  it  was  through  a 

*  A.  Joseph  Tayon,  Roger  Tayon,  Dechene,  Beaucbamps,  Horcerau,  Joseph  Bequet, 
Andre  Bequet,  Gabriel  Dodler,  Baptiste  Marligoe,  Lemoloe  Marligne,  Beaugenou,  Cotte, 
Plchet,  Hervleux,  Bacnne,  Francois  Del  in,  La  Garrosse,  Kierseranx,  Gregolre  Klerceraux, 
Alexis  Picard,  Antoine  Potnier,  Th.  Labrosse,  Labrosse,  Louis  Chancellier,  Ghancelller, 
Gainache,  Bido,  Boi,  Layoie,  Le  Grain. 
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disposition  for  robbery  and  plunder.  Upon  his  arrival  near  Fort  de  Chartres, 
he  encamped  his  people  at  a  short  distance,  and  obliged  the  Peorias  and  Mec- 
chiquamici  (who  had  their  Tillage  a  league  from  the  fort,)  to  take  up  arms 
with  them,  if  the  case  should  require  it.  The  Illinois  not  appearing  very  well 
disposed  to  do  so,  he  said  to  them :  "  If  you  hesitate  one  moment,  I  will  destroy 
you,  like  the  fire  which  passes  through  a  prairie ;  open  wide  your  ears,  and 
remember  it  is  Pontiac  who  speaks."  From  this  moment,  the  Illinois  appeared 
to  make  part  of  the  coalition, —  I  believe,  because  they  could  not  do  otherwise. 
After  various  arrangements,  Pontiac  went  to  see  Monsieur  de  St.  Ange,  and 
took  with  him  the  braves  of  his  party.  On  seeing  him,  he  said :  "  My  father, 
for  a  long  time  I  and  my  warriors  have  determined  to  give  you  our  hand,  and 
to  smoke  together  our  pipe  of  peace, — recalling  to  each  other  all  the  campaigns 
that  we  have  made  together  against  the  savages,  and  those  dogs  of  English." 
M.  de  St.  Ange  de  Bellerive  was  a  Canadian,  and  an  old  officer,  who  had 
served  from  his  tenderest  youth  against  the  savages,  whereby  he  had  gained 
much  reputation,  especially  after  the  defeat  of  the  army  at  Chiquachas,  where  he 
was  present  under  the  command  of  M.  Prudomme.  M.  Prudomme  was  a  brave 
officer,  who  had  fought  in  Europe,  and  wished  to  follow  the  same  tactics  in  fight- 
ing the  savages.  M.  de  Bellerive  having  made  some  observations  to  him,  upon 
the  manner  of  conducting  this  war,  these  representations  appeared  to  offend 
M.  Prudomme,  and  he  determined  to  follow  his'  European  principles  in  the 
attack  of  the  fort  of  the  Chiquachas,  which  was  in  a  large  prairie,  surrounded 
by  strong  stakes  and  well  embanked,  and  in  which  there  were  about  eight  hun- 
dred warriors,  well  armed,  and  generally  good  shots  with  the  rifle.  They  were 
well  informed  of  this  fact,  by  some  French  prisoners  whom  the  Chiquachas 
had  taken,  and  who  had  escaped.  In  spite  of  this  knowledge  of  the  situation 
of  this  fort,  M.  Prudomme  wished  to  take  it  by  assault ;  and,  in  consequence, 
placed  his  troops,  and  ordered  the  attack.  M.  Bellerive  said  to  him,  at  that 
time,  that,  considering  the  situation  of  the  fort,  he  looked  upon  the  taking  it 
by  main  force  as  impossible ;  that  it  would  be  better  to  await  the  arrival  of  the 
artillery,  which  was  in  the  reserve  camp  on  the  Mississippi ;  and  that,  while 
awaiting  its  arrival,  they  could  invest  the  fort,  and,  by  this  means,  be  assured 
of  complete  success ;  that,  otherwise,  they  ran  the  risk  of  a  disastrous  defeat. 
The  Canadian  officers,  who  had  come  from  Canada  with  M.  Bellerive,  and  had 
joined  M.  Prudomme  with  a  detachment  of  whites  and  savages,  approved  the 
plan  of  M.  Bellerive,  while  the  officers  from  France,  who  had  come  up  from 
New  Orleans  with  M.  Prudomme,  were  of  his  opinion.  After  many  words  on 
one  side  and  the  other,  M.  Prudomme  addressed  M.  de  Bellerive,  and  said 
to  him,  with  a  proud  and  haughty  air :  "  Monsieur,  when  we  are  afraid  of  the 
wolf,  we  don't  go  in  the  woods."  M.  Bellerive  said  to  him :  "  This  is  not  the 
time  to  answer  you.  I  will  only  say,  that  I  have  no  fear  of  bullets,  but  rather 
of  being  thought  ignorant  of  the  method  of  attacking  a  fort;  and  of  losing 
the  two  thousand  men  who  are  under  our  command,  without  the  hope  of 
saving  even  a  feeble  remnant.  —  The  contrary  would  happen  if  we  waited  for 
our  artillery.  You  are  determined  to  attack  and  take  the  fort  without  artillery. 
Very  well ! — Let  us  march ! ! "  When  the  Indian  chiefs,  who  were  present  at 
the  departure  of  the  two  leaders,  saw  M.  Bellerive  marching  upon  the  fort, 


they  ran  to  him,  took  him  by  the  hand,  and  said :  "  Beilerive,  stop ;  where 
are  you  going  ?  Do  you  not  see  that  it  is  impossible  to  take  the  fort  with- 
out cannon,  and  that  if  you  persist  in  trying  to  take  it  you  will  be  killed, 
and,  afterwards,  your  army  will  be  totally  massacred  ?  Believe  us,  give  up 
this  assault,  recall  your  men  that  you  led  from  Canada,  and  let  alone  this 
mad  chief,  who  will  be  killed,  with  all  who  follow  him.  You  say  that  he  is 
a  brave,  and  that  you  must  follow  him ;  that  if  you  do  not  do  so,  you  would 
be  branded  as  a  coward.  No,  Beilerive,  you  will  never  pass  for  such.  Who 
is  it  that  does  not  know  you,  all  the  campaigns  that  you  have  made,  and  in 
which  you  have  been  always  successful'?  Who  does  not  recollect,  that  it 
was  you  who  reduced  the  Sac  and  Fox  Nations  ?  All  these  campaigns  have 
gained  you  the  esteem  of  the  whites  and  the  red  men;  they  will  always 
regard  you  as  a  brave ;  so  believe  us.  Remain,  and  dispose  of  all  those  who 
came  with  you  from  Canada,  in  such  a  way  as  to  save  those  who  will  not 
be  killed  in  the  attack  upon  the  fort."  M.  Beilerive  gave  them  his  hand,  and 
said,  "  I  hope,  my  brothers,  that  you  will  act  in  the  aflair  which  is  about  to 
take  place,  like  true  braves,  as  you  have  always  done.  See,  the  chief  is 
advancing;  I  must  follow  him;  farewell."  He  rejoined  M.  Prudomme,  and 
said  to  him,  "  Now  is  the  moment  that  will  decide  which  of  us  was  wrong ; 
assuredly,  it  will  be  neither  you  nor  I  who  will  be  able  to  decide  the  ques- 
tion, but  those  who  will  survive  us.  Recollect,  if  you  have  any  orders 
to  give,  if  I  am  not  before  you  I  shall  be  beside  you."  They  advanced  upon 
the  fort  with  firmness,  and  all  the  little  army  did  the  same,  following  the 
example  of  their  chiefs,  who  had  given  the  order  to  cut  down  the  stakes, 
with  axes ;  but  when  they  were  within  half  gun-shot  distance,  they  received 
a  discharge  from  the  besieged,  which  killed  the  two  chiefs,  many 
officers,  and  a  great  number  of  soldiers.  At  the  second  discharge,  they  again 
killed  a  great  many ;  and,  at  the  third  discharge,  which  was  the  most  mur- 
derous, the  besiegers  retired  in  disorder,  without  having  wounded  a  single 
man. — How  could  they  have  done  so,  since  they  fought  against  strong  stakes 
and  earth  works  ?  The  besieged,  perceiving  the  rout  of  the  besiegers,  made 
a  sortie,  and  massacred  all  whom  they  could  overtake,  pursuing  them  with 
a  fierceness  which  is  only  known  to  barbarians.  Happily,  night  came,  and 
enabled  several  to  escape,  and  regain  the  reserve  camp.  At  day-break,  the 
savages  followed  upon  the  path  of  the  fugitives ;  they  had  dogs  that  discov- 
ered the  wounded  in  the  thickets,  and,  as  soon  as  found,  they  were  cut  in 
pieces.  All  this  day  was  passed  in  seeking  them,  and  those  who  had  strayed 
from  the  road.  There  perished,  in  the  attack  on  the  fort  and  in  the  rout, 
nine  hundred  men.  The  savages  who  were  not  engaged,  and  who  gained 
the  reserve  camp,  were  there  told,  that  there  was  no  doubt  that  the  army 
would  be  defeated.  Upon  this  intelligence,  the  officer  in  command  doubled 
his  guards,  and  sent  a  detachment  forward  on  the  road  to  reconoitre.  They 
met  several  officers  and  soldiers,  of  whom  the  greatest  part  were  wounded, 
who  confirmed  the  news  of  the  destruction  of  the  army,  cursing,  in  the  most 
expressive,  terms,  the  conduct  of  M.  Prudomme,  and  his  obstinacy  in  not 
being  willing  to  follow  the  wise  counsel  of  M.  Beilerive,  who  allowed  himself  to 
be  killed  for  a  point  of  honor, —  very  untimely  held  under  such  circumstances. 
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The  commander  of  the  camp  sent,  during  four  days,  strong  detachments 
to  meet  those  who  had  escaped  from  the  massacre.  At  the  end  of  this  time, 
not  seeing  any  one,  and  afraid  of  being  attacked  himself,  he  caused  to  be 
embarked  all  the  artillery  and  the  other  articles  that  were  there.  The  regu- 
lar troops  descended  to  New  Orleans,  with  the  material  of  the  army;  the 
militia  and  savages  took  the  road  towards  Canada,  from  whence  they  had 
come,  and  nothing  remained  in  this  camp,  which  retains,  to  this  day,  the  name 
of  l'Ecore  a  Prudomme. 

I  take  up  again  my  Journal,  which  I  had  stopped  until  this  time,  in  order 
to  show  the  reason  why  the  savages  had  so  much  respect  for  M.  de  St.  Ange 
de  Bellerive,  brother  of  the  one  who  was  killed  at  Chicquachas,  and  who  had 
himself  often  engaged  in  warfare,  in  company  with  these  savages,  in  which  he 
had  gained  their  confidence  by  his  bravery. 
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[Extract  from  the  Constitution  of  the  St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Association,'] 

CHAPTER  I— Article  III.  Any  person  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  may,* up- 
on the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  become  a  member  of  this  Association  on  the 
following  terms :  Subscribing  the  Constitution ;  and,  if  a  clerk,  paying  an  initiation 
fee  of  two  dollars,  and  the  further  sum  of  seventy-five  cents,  quarterly,  in  advance ; 
and,  if  In  business  on  his  own  account,  paying  an  initiation  fee  of  five  dollars,  and  the 
further  sum  of  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  semi-annually,  in  advance. 

Art.  V.  Persons  not  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  may,  upon  the  approval  of  the 
Board  of  Directors,  and  the  semi-annual  payment,  in  advance,  of  two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents,  become  beneficiary  members,  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  regular  membership 
except  the  right  to  vote  and  hold  office. 

Art.  VI.  Any  person  paying  one  hundred  dollars  at  any  one  time,  shall  become  a 
life  member,  and,  if  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  shall  enjoy  the  full  privileges  of 
membership. 

RULES   FOR   THE   ISSUE   OF   BOOKS,   ETC. 
[Extract  from  Regulations  of  the  Library.'] 

Art.  I.  The  Library  and  Reading  Rooms  shall  be  open  every  day  from  9  o'clock, 
A.  m.,  until  10  o'clock,  p.  m.,  excepting  Sundays,  the  Fourth  of  July,  Christinas  and 
New  Tear. 

Art.  II.  The  Librarian  shall  deliver  to  any  member  applying,  personally,  or  to  his 
written  order,  one  volume  if  it  be  of  a  folio  or  quarto ;  and  one  book  cr  set,  (not  ex* 
ceeding  three  volumes,)  if  an  aotavo,  a  duodecimo,  or  a  volume  of  less  size. 

Art.  XII.  Every  membor  may  detain  each  book  or  set,  delivered  as  aforesaid,  if  it 
be  a  folio  or  quarto,  four  weeks;  an  octavo,  three  weeks ;  or  a  book  or  set  of  less  size, 
two  weeks ;  except  new  publications,  which,  until  they  have  been  in  the  Library  two 
months,  shall  not  be  detained,  an  octavo  longer  than  two  weeks,  and  books  of  less  size, 
one  week,  and  which  shall  not  be  renewed.  No  book  shall  be  reserved  by  the  Librarian 
for  any  director  or  member. 

Art.  XIII.  Any  member  who  shall  detain  a  book  or  set  longer  than  the  time  above 
limited,  respectively,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  Librarian,  for  every  day  a  volume  is 
so  detained,  if  it  be  a  folio,  four  cents;  a  quarto,  three  cents;  an  octavo,  two  cents;  if 
it  be  a  duodecimo  or  smaller  volume,  or  pamphlet,  one  cent;  Provided,  always,  if  a 
whole  set  be  taken  out  and  a  part  bs  detained  longer  than  the  time  above  limited,  the 
fine  phall  be  exacted  for  each  book  not  returned;  and  if  such  book  be  detained-one 
week  beyond  the  time  above  limited,  the  forfeiture  shall  be  double. 
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George  P.  Doan, 
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Directors. 


William  P.  Curtis,  Librarian. 
Ernst  W.  Decker,  Assistant  L;brarian. 
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BOARD    OF    DIRECTION    FOR   1855. 


John  T.  Douglass,  President. 

M.  V.  L.  McClelland,  Vice  President. 

Thomas  Brown,  Treasurer. 

f  Chas.  L.  Rogers,  Recording  Secretary. 

John  D.  Stettinius,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

t  James  R.  Larkin, 

George  P.  Doan, 

James  Smith,  Jr., 

Calvin  M.  McClung,  }.    Directors. 

George  Collier, 

Alfred  M.  Waterman, 

James  H.  McCulloch, 


William  P.  Curtis,  Librarian. 
Ernst  W.  Decker,  Assistant  Librarian. 
Thomas  Harris,  Janitor. 


•Calvin  M.  McClung  was  elected  on  May  23,  1864,  to  fill  vacancy  caused  by  resigna- 
tion of  H.  W.  Birqe. 

f  James  R.  Labkin  resigned  the  office  of  Recording  Secretary  on  the  23d  January,  1866, 
and  Charles  L.  Rogers  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy.  James  R.  LArkin  was  then 
elected  to  the  vacancy  in  the  Board,  caused  by  the  election  of  C.  L.  Rogers  to  the  office  of 
Recording  Secretary. 
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*John  D.  Stettinius,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Lucius  H.  Terry, 

James  0.  Alter, 

James  W.  Stith,  . 

♦Charles  E.  King,  \.     Directors. 

Alexander  H.  Smith, 

John  W.  Luke, 

George  R.  Baker, 


William  P.  Curtis,  Librarian. 

Stephen  Massoch,  Jr.,  Assistant  Librarian. 
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John  W.  Luke,  President. 

Lucius  H.  Terry,  Vice  President. 

Edward  P.  Curtis,  Treasurer. 

James  W.  Stith,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Louis  C,  Billon,  Recording  Secretary. 

John  B.  S.  Lemoine, 

John  D.  Taylor, 

John  Christopher, 

William  F.  R<ever, 

Augustus  Knight, 

Alexander  H.  Smith, 
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Directors. 


William  P.  Curtis,  Librarian. 

Stephen  Massoch,  Jr.,  Assistant  Librarian. 

Samuel  Clegg,  Janitor. 


*  January  22d,  1866,  JohnD.  Stettinius  resigned — John  W.  Luke  was  elected  Cor- 
responding Secretary  in  his  place;  and  George  R.  Robinson  was  elected  a  Director  in 
place  of  Mr.  Luke.  March  4th,  1866,  Charles  E.  King  resigned,  and  W.  D.  W.  Bar- 
nard was  elected  a  Director  to  fill  the  vacancy.  April  4lh,  1866,  Alexis  Mudd  resigned, 
and  John  W.  Luke  was  elected  Vice  President.  George  R.  Robinson  whs  elected  Cor- 
responding Secretary  in  place  of  Mr.  Luke,  and  J.  B.  S.  Lemoine  was  chosen  Director  in 
place  of  Mr.  Robinson. 
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At  the  Eleventh  Annual  Meeting  of  the  St.  Louis  Mercantile 
Library  Association,  held  in  the  Library  Rooms,  on  the  evening 
of  the  13th  inst.,  the  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  Wm. 
M.  Morrison,  upon  whose  motion  Hudson  E.  Bridge,  Esq., 
was  called  to  the  Chair ;  and,  on  motion,  Messrs.  Jno.  Hal- 
sall  and  Wm.  M.  Wherry  were  appointed  Secretaries. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting  were  then  read  and 
approved. 

The  Treasurer  made  his  report,  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jno. 
T.  Douglass,  was  accepted. 

Whereupon,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  made  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

To  the  Members  of  the  St.  Louis 

Mercantile  Library  Association. 

Gentlemen:  The  undersigned  have  examined  the  account  of  your 
Treasurer,  for  the  year  just  ended,  and  find  same  correct. 

LUCIUS  H.  TERRY,       } 

J.  B.  8.  LEMOINE,        >  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means. 

ALEX'S.  H.  SMITH,      ) 
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The  President,  Mr.  Morrison,  then  read  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  Board  of  Directors,  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  R.  K. 
Woods,  was  accepted,  and  the  following  resolution  offered  by 
Mr.  Woods,  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  we  highly  appreciate  and  are  deeply  grateful  to  the  Presi- 
dent, Wm.  M.  Morrison,  Esq.,  and  his  associates  of  the  Board  of  Direction, 
for  the  zeal,  energy  and  discretion  manifested  in  the  discharge  of  their  official 
duties. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jno.  T.  Douglass, 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Association  are  eminently  due  and  are 
hereby  tendered  to  Wayman  Crow,  Esq.,  for  his  munificent  donation  of  a 
perpetual  scholarship  in  the  Washington  University. 

On  motion  of  J.  H.  Alexander,  Esq., 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Associa- 
tion, now  in  annual  meeting  assembled,  embrace  this  opportunity  to  make 
public  acknowledgment  of  their  obligation,  and  to  return  their  warmest 
thanks  to  those  of  our  citizens  who  so  generously  responded  to  the  appeal  of 
the  Board  of  Direction  for  pecuniary  aid  during  the  last  year. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  S.  A.  Ranlett, 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  is  hereby  instructed  to  have  twelve 
hundred  copies  of  the  reports  of  the  President,  Treasurer,  and  Auditing  Com- 
mittee of  this  Association,  and  also  of  the  next  Annual  Report  of  the  Mer- 
cantile Library  Hall  Company,  printed  in  pamphlet  form  for  gratuitous  dis- 
tribution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jno.  T.  Douglass, 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  furnished  the 
city  papers  for  publication. 

On  motion  the  meeting  adjourned. 

HUDSON  E.  BRIDGE,  Chairman. 

John  Hals  all,         )  c^^^* 
Wm.  M.  Wherry,    J  Secretaries. 
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Mercantile  Library  Association  Rooms,} 
St.  Louis,  January  13, 1857.        $ 

The  Treasurer  respectfully  submits  the  accompanying  state- 
ments, viz.,  "  Cash  Account,"  "  Balance  Sheet,"  and  "  Profit 
and  Loss  Account,"  as  his  Report  of  the  Fiscal  Affairs  of  the 
Association  for  the  year  ending  January  12,  1857. 

EDWARD  P.  CURTIS,  Treasurer. 


Exhibit  A — Cash  Account. 


Receipts. 

To  Balance  fromT.  Brown, 

Treasurer, $         8  75 

Cash  Donations 7,551  11 

Hall 5,874  31 

Life  Members 1,100  00 

Proprietors 1,922  50 

,     Clerks 1,608  50 

Beneficiaries 1,260  00 

Initiation  Fees 475  00 

Fines 239  80 

Books   account 18  38" 

Book  donation  account*  50 

Book  duplicate  account*  5  00 

Catalogues 1  75 

Furniture  sold 1  35 

Interest  on  deposits* •••  21  48 

Profit  and  Loss ••••••  ••  25 

Non-subscribers 50 


Expenditures. 

By  Mercantile    Library 

Hall   Company* •••$13,908  51 
Hall  expenses — 
for  Fuel-**.  $  751  85 

"    Sundries...  1,913  98  2,665  83 

Librarians 1,675  00 

Books 298  92 

343  78 

7100 

129  00 

145  85 

167  30 

56  75 

120  75 


Periodicals 

Newspapers 

Printing 

Petty  expenses 

Insurance  • 

Postage • 

Advertising 

Profit  and    Loss,  books 
burnt 147  90 

Furniture 19  00 

Transportation 34  86 

Discount  and  exchange  > .        37  88 

Stationery 53  50 

Binding 210  85 

Proprietors'  account,  sub- 
scription refunded.  •  *  •  2  50 


Total 


$20,089  18 


Total 


$20,089  18 


w> 


Exhibit  B — Balance  Sheet — Treasurer's  Books, 

January  12th,  1857. 

Db.  Cb. 

To  Book  account $15,469  14    By  Stock  account $47,862  64 

Book  donation  account*     6,400  37 

Furniture  account 542  12 

Periodical  account 442  08 

Catalogue  account 123  83 

Mercantile  Library  Hall 

Stock 19,660  00 

Fine  Arts  account 5,225  00 


$47,862  54 


$47,862  54 


Exhibit  C — Profit  and  Loss  Account. 


Db. 


Cb. 


To  Hall  account  •••• $12,345  97 

Librarians 1,675  00 

Petty  expense 145  85 

Fuel 751  85 

Postage • 56  75 

Transportation 34  86 

Binding 210  85 

Insurance 167  30 

Newspapers *••  71  00 

Printing 129  00 

Advertising 120  75 

Stationery 53  50 

Discount  and  Exchange  -37  88 

Furniture 58  27 

Catalogues 13  95 

Books  burnt 147  90 

Stock   Account,   being 

net  gain  for  the  year 

ending  January  12th, 

1857....  3,669  78 

Total $19,690  46 


By  Cash  donations $  7,551  11 

Initiation  Fees 495  00 

Life  Members 4,100  00 

Proprietors 1,920  00 

Clerks 1,968  50 

Beneficiaries 1,260  00 

Fines 239  80 

Interest  account 21  48 

Book  donations 388  82 

Book  duplicate  account  5  00 

Non-subscribers '50 

Stock  donations 1,570  00 

Stock  Profit  and  Loss-  170  00 

Book  lost  and  paid  for*  25 


Total 


$19,690  46 


<$Iehni|}  Annual  Report 


or   THX 


BOAED    OF    DIRECTOES 


\ 


or    THE 


SAINT  LOUIS  MERCANTILE  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION, 


JANUARY   13,   1857. 


Gentlemen  :  You  have  assembled  here  to-night  for  the  pur- 
pose of  receiving  from  the  Board  of  Directors  their  report  of  the 
present  condition  of  the  affairs  of  the  Association,  and  of  their 
acts  and  doings  during  the  past  year.  It  is  made  my  duty,  as 
it  is  my  pleasure  to  perform  this  task,  and,  in  doing  so,  it  will' 
be  my  aim  to  state  such  facts  as  may  appear  necessary  for  your 
information,  and  to  offer  such  suggestions  in  regard  to  the 
future  management  as  may  be  deemed  important. 

At  your  last  annual  meeting,  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  serving  for  the  ensuing  year  be 
directed  to  solicit  donations  in  money  for  the  purpose  of  liquidating  the  debts 
of  the  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company  maturing  in  April  next. 

In  obedience  to  this  resolution,  the  Board  of  Directors,  imme- 
diately after  organization,  together  with  the  aid  of  a  few  mem- 
bers, canvassed  the  city  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  by  donatidh 
the  sum  of  $10,000.  They  met  a  spirit  of  liberality  hereto- 
fore unknown.  In  their  efforts  they  obtained  the  handsome 
sum  of  $7,551  11. 
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For  the  names  of  the  generous  donors,  we  beg  to  refer  you 
to  the  records  of  the  Association. 

This  sum,  with  the  receipts  from  rents,  &c,  to  April  1st, 
enabled  the  Association  to  pay  to  the  Mercantile  Library  Hall 
Company  the  sum  of  $10,000,  thereby  placing  that  Company  in 
funds  to  meet  its  obligation  for  a  like  sum  due  at  the  same  time. 

In  the  last  annual  report  made  to  you,  according  to  the  bal- 
ance sheet  rendered,  it  appeared  that  the  Mercantile  Library 
Hall  Company  was  indebted  to  this  Association  for  the  sum  of 
$663  24.  Whilst  this  showed  a  true  statement  of  the  Mercan- 
tile Library  Hall  Company's  account  on  the  books  of  the  Asso- 
ciation at  the  time  of  the  report,  it  did  not  show  all  the  transac- 
tions with  the  Hall  Company  for  the  year  1855.  The  Hall  Com- 
pany had  not  been  credited  with  amounts  due  for  rents,  &c, 
agreeable  to  the  terms  of  the  lease  to  this  Association.  The 
present  Board,  immediately  on  entering  upon  its  duties,  finding 
the  Hall  Company's  accounts  as  rendered  did  not  correspond 
with  the  books  of  the  Association,  referred  the  matter  to  the 
committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  examine  and  to  make  such  en- 
tries on  the  books  of  the  Association  as  they  deemed  correct,  and 
to  bring  down  the  true  balance.  This,  in  the  performance  of 
their  duty,  they  found  to  be  $6,770  65,  to  the  credit  of  the 
Hall  Company,  and  corresponding  in  amount  with  the  report  of 
the  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company  made  in  January,  1856. 

The  receipts  from  Library  Hall  Building,  during  the  year 
1856,  were 

From  Tenants $4,068  76 

From  Grand  Hall 1,105  55 

From  Small  Hall 650  00 

Total $5,824  31 

EXPENDITURES. 

Janitor  and  extra  labor • $  616  25 

Fuel 751  85 

Gas 950  35 

Repairs 216  90 

Petty  expenses 130  48— $2,665  83 

Net $3,158  48 


Prom  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is  a  falling  off  in  the 
receipts  from  the  previous  year  of  $1,864  44.  This  was  caused 
by  the  expiration  of  the  lease  to  St.  Paul's  Church  and  to  the 
Chess  Club  ;  also,  a  great  falling  off  in  rents  of  Large  and 
Small  Hall.  The  expenditures  of  the  Building  were  about  the 
same  as  last  year. 

The  number  of  members  reported  at  last  annual  meeting  was 
1,157.  Since  that  time  we  have  added  331  new  members,  and 
lost  185 — leaving  a  net  gain  of  146.  • 

We  have  now  1,303  members,  as  follows  : 

Life  Members • 195 

Proprietors 291 

Clerks 522 

Beneficiaries • 295 

Total 1,303 

BOOKS. 

We  find  that  there  are  339  volumes  lost  and  missing,  of  which 
number  102  have  been  lost  during  the  past  year.  The  value  of 
the  102  books  we  estimate  at  or  about  a  hundred  dollars.  A 
detailed  list  of  them  appears  upon  the  records.  By  reference 
to  the  catalogue,  it  will  be  found  that  the  whole  number  of 
books  in  the  Library  is  13,510,  viz :  of  books  bought,  9,313, 
and  of  books  donated,  4,197.  From  this  are  to  be  deducted  the 
books  lost  and  missing,  as  shown  above.  There  have  been  ad- 
ded to  the  Library  during  the  past  year  by  donation  and  pur- 
chase 420  volumes. 

During  the  year  16,012  volumes  have  been  issued  to  1,137 
readers  ;  showing  an  increase  of  116  readers,  and  793  volumes, 
as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

Although  the  loss  of  books  reported  above  is  much  to  be  de- 
precated, and  this  annual  loss  a  necessary  consequence  from  the 
fact  of  the  free  access  allowed  to  the  shelves  of  the  Library,  we 
are  not  prepared  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  alternative* 
of  locking  the  cases,  and  for  these  reasons  : 

First — The  dissatisfaction  it  would  cause  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Association* 
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Secondly — The  incomplete  state  of  our  catalogue,  and  lastly, 
the  limited  number  of  our  Librarians.  When  the  means  of  the 
Association  enable  us  to  have  a  full  and  complete  catalogue  and 
to  increase  the  number  of  Librarian's  assistants,  we  trust  the 
members  will  cheerfully  consent  to  have  the  keys  turfled  upon 
them.  Until  then  we  must  be  content  to  look  upon  this  annual 
loss  of  books  as  a  part  of  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. 

We  have  to  note  the  gratifying  fact  that  there  is  an  increased 
attendance  of  members  at  the  Library  rooms,  and  that  the  num- 
ber of  constant  readers  who  spend  their  evenings  in  our  rooms, 
has  largely  increased.  This  fact  shows  that  the  Library  is  ful- 
filling one  of  the  principal  objects  for  which  it  is  designed,  viz  : 
the  attracting  many  young  men  to  spend  their  time  profitably 
and  pleasantly  here,  instead  of  seeking  excitement  elsewhere. 

You  are  indebted  to  the  following  for  many  presents  of  Books 
during  the  past  year : 

Hon.  L.  M.  Kennett,  L.  H.  Terry, 

Hon.  Henry  S.  Geyer,  Gust.  Pulte, 

Wm.  M.  Morrison,  James  W.  Stith, 

John  W.  Luke,  S.  S.  Homans, 

J.  Mont.  Douglass,  H.  T.  Tomlinson, 

M.  H.  Burr,  Oscar  Packard, 

George  W.  Manypany,  Dr.  C.  A.  Pope, 

S.  Hager,  Earnest  Brey, 

Victor  Vandemale,  J.  H.  Alexander, 

H.  K.  White,  Rev.  Francis  J.  Clerc, 

Isaac  H.  Keim,  George  Knapp  &  Co., 

Robert  K.  Woods,  Charles  C.  Whittlesey, 

Eli  D.  Scott,  Stuart  Carter, 

Richard  S.  Elliott,  John  C.  Richardson, 

Lucien  Carr,  City  of  St.  Louis, 

Chamber  of  Commerce,  E.  H.  A.  Habicht, 

Edwards  &  Bushnell,  State  of  Missouri, 

Henry  A.  Nisbet. 
D.  B.  Jackson,  Hillsboro,  Illinois ; 
C.  S.  Williams,  Cincinnati,  Ohio ; 
'  Joshua  T.  Tucker,  Boston,  Massachusetts ; 
Toung  Men's  Association,  Chicago,  Illinois ; 
Hector  Bossange,  Paris,  France ; 

Toung  Men's  Mercantile  Library  Association,  Cincinnati,  0. 5 
Library  Company  of  Philadelphia ; 
Smithsonian  Institute,  Washington,  D.  C.  $ 
Thos.  H.  Gen  in,  St.  Clairsville,  Ohio  5 
Thos.  L.  Harris,  Hannibal,  Mo. 
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And  to  the  following  you  are  indebted  for  valuable  donations 
of  pamphlets  : 

Gratz  A.  Moses,  Edw.  P.  Curtis, 

Henry  W.  Williams,  J.  S.  Loring,  of  Boston, 

Henry  Cobb,  W.  D.  Rossitter, 

Bank  of  Missouri,  J.  H.  Young, 

City  of  St.  Louis,  J.  P.  Bates, 

Hon.  L.  M.  Kennett,  Sherman  Spencer. 

Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  St.  Louis ; 

John  Mc  Mullen,  Librarian  New  York  Society  Library  5 

Young  Men's  Mercantile  Library  Association,  Cincinnati,  Ohio ; 

Mercantile  Library  Company,  Philadelphia,  Pa. ; 

Young  Men's  Library  Association,  Worcester,  Mass.  5 

Young  Men's  Institute,  Hartford,  Connecticut  $ 

Providence  Athenaeum,  Rhode  Island  5 

Editor  Valley  Farmer. 

The  following  publications  are  giv$n  to  us  free  of  charge,  for 
which  we  tender  thanks : 

Missouri  Democrat,  Missouri  Republican, 

St.  Louis  Intelligencer,  St.  Louis  Evening  News, 

Anzeiger  des  Westens,  Morning  Herald, 

Morning  Leader,  St.  Louis  Presbyterian, 

Christian  Advocate,  Western  Watchman, 

Valley  Farmer,  Cumberland  Presbyterian, 

San  Francisco  Herald,  Vincennes  Gazette, 

Spirit  of  Missions,  New  York. 

LECTURES. 

The  first  Lecture  delivered  under  the  auspices  of  the  present 
Board  was  by  Mons.  T.  Guerin,  Ex-Member  of  the  French 
Chamber  of  Deputies.  Subject  — "  France  and  her  Revolu- 
tions." 

La  the  early  part  of  March  last  the  terms  proposed  by  the 
last  Board  to  Mr.  Wm.  M.  Thackeray,  for  a  course  of  Lectures 
were  assented  to  by  him,  and  in  accordance  with  them  Mr. 
Thackeray  delivered  his  Lectures  on  IQrd  and  IVth  Georges, 
on  the  26th  and  27th  of  March.    They  were  well  attended. 

In  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  members  of  the  Associa- 
tion and  many  others,  an  invitation  was  tendered  to  Hon.  Ed- 
ward Everett  to  visit  our  city  and  deliver  his  Oration  on  "  Wash- 
ington."   A  correspondence  with  him  resulted  in  the  promise 
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that  he  would,  if  his  health  permitted,  visit  us  during  autumn 
and  deliver  his  oration  for  the  benefit  of  the  "  Mt.  Vernon  As- 
sociation." We  have  not  since  heard  from  him,  but  hope  to  see 
the  promise  fulfilled  before  long. 

An  invitation  was  extended  to  Ex -President  Tyler  to  visit  us 
and  deliver  his  Lecture  on  the  "  Dead  of  my  Cabinet."  He  re- 
gretted that  the  state  of  his  family  prevented  his  acceptance  of 
our  invitation. 

Sometime  before  the  commencement  of  the  present  season, 
the  Committee  on  Lectures  opened  a  correspondence  with  a  num- 
ber of  lecturers  and  other  gentlemen,  including  many  of  our  own 
citizens,  with  whom  we  hoped  to  make  arrangements  for  the  sea- 
son's lectures.  Among  other  of  our  citizens  we  invited  Dr. 
Litton,  Rev.  Mr.  Schuyler,  Dr.  J.  V.  Huntingdon,  Prof.  J.  J. 
Reynolds,  of  Washington  Institute ;  Rev.  C.  F.  Smarius,  Hon. 
E.  Bates,  Prof.  G.  Seyffaxth,  of  Concordia  College ;  also  Prof. 
0.  M.  Mitchell,  of  Cincinnati;  Bishop  M.  J.  Spaulding,  of 
Louisville ;  Prof.  J.  Henry,  of  Smithsonian  Institute ;  Arthur 
Gilman,  of  Boston ;  Prof.  W.  B.  Rogers,  of  Virginia ;  W.  Gil- 
more  Sims,  of  South  Carolina  ;  Hon.  Albert  Pike,  of  Arkansas. 
Many  of  the  above  parties  addressed  by  us,  were  unable  to  give 
us  a  definite  answer,  and  others  had  made  arrangements  that 
prevented  their  accepting  our  invitation  ;  and  as  we  at  that  time 
learned  of  Mrs.  F.  Kemble's  contemplated^  visit  to  St.  Louis,  in 
the  month  of  December,  we  deemed  it  advisable  to  make  no  fur- 
ther engagements  for  lectures. 

The  following  lectures  have  been  delivered : 

Three  lectures  on  Egyptian  Archaeology  and  Hieroglyphics,  by 
Professor  G.  Seyffarth,  of  Concordia  College. 

One  lecture  by  Rt.  Rev.  M.  J.  Spaulding,  of  Louisville,  on 
"  Italy  —  her  Past  and  Present." 

A  lecture  by  Donald  MacLeod,  of  New  York,  on  "  The  World's 
Debt  to  Men  of  Letters." 

We  expected  to  announce  a  course  of  lectures  by  Park  Benja- 
min, Esq.,  but  he  failed  to  receive  a  telegraphic  dispatch  from 
us  in  time. 

An  engagement  with  Donald  G.  Mitchell,  Esq. ,  was  abruptly 
broken  off  by  him  on  account  of  sickness. 
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We  have  but  one  other  definite  engagement,  that  with  Rev. 
Francis  Vinton,  D.D.  He  will  lecture  on  Wednesday,  Thurs- 
day and  Saturday  evenings  of  this  week. 

We  have  several  promises  of  lectures  from  gentlemen  of  our 
tsity,  whenever  they  may  be  called  upon ;  but  the  success  of  our 
lectures  so  far  has  been  so  indifferent,  that  we  do  not  feel  justi- 
fied in  bringing  them  before  the  public  the  present  season. 

Since  the  season  commenced,  we  have  been  in  correspondence 
with  Sir  Wm.  Boyd,  for  a  course  on  Ancient  and  Modern  His- 
tory ;  Dr.  Bettelheim,  for  a  course  of  six  lectures,  on  Japan  ; 
and  several  others,  but  could  not  consistently  undertake  any  en- 
gagement. 

In  conclusion,  we  would  remark,  that  it  appears  to  be  almost 
useless  to  attempt  to  get  successful  courses  of  lectures  before 
our  Association,  and  there  is  but  one  plan  that  we  think  could 
be  adopted  with  success.  It  is  to  raise  a  lecture  fund  by  pro- 
curing subscribers  to  a  list,  for  a  series  of  twenty  or  twenty-five 
lectures,  to  be  delivered  during  a  season.  Three  hundred  and 
fifty  or  four  hundred  subscribers  would,  at  twenty- five  cents  each 
lecture,  create  a  fund  sufficient  to  insure  the  Association  from 
any  loss,  and  the  Lecture  Committee  would  then  have  some  data 
to  be  governed  by,  so  as  to  make  engagements  with  able  and 
distinguished  lecturers,  whose  terms  have  hitherto  precluded  the 
idea  of  their  visiting  us.  We  believe  with  such  a  list  of  subscri- 
bers, there  would  be  more  interest  taken  in  lectures,  and  that 
there  are  also  many  persons  who  would  be  willing  to  contribute 
five  or  six  dollars  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  in  that  manner  the 
promotion  of  useful  knowledge  and  literary  taste  at  a  small  ex- 
pense. We  doubt  if  in  any  other  manner  the  present  rate  x>f  ad- 
mission, twenty-five  cents,  can  be  maintained  and  lectures  ever 
pay  expenses. 

For  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Association  during 
the  past  year,  we  beg  to  refer  you  to  the  report  of  your  Trea- 
surer, E.  P.  Curtis,  Esq.,  herewith  submitted: 

During  the  past  year,  you  have  had  donated  to  you  157  shares 
of  stock  in  the  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company,  and  you  are 
indebted  to  the  following  persons  therefor : 
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C.  Haywood • -    5  sharei*** $50  00 

John  Simonds • 25   do 250  00 

"Waterman  &  Ryan 25   do - 250  00 

Joshua  B.  Brant 50   do 500  00 

C.  O.  Dutcher 3   do 30  00 

J.  V.  W.  Dutcher 3   do 30  00 

H.T.Blow 10   do 100  00 

Pittman&Tennent. 10      do 100  00 

Harrall,  Sterling  &  Co. 5       do 50  00 

C.  M.  McClung 10      do 100  00 

Isaac  E.Jones 1      do 10  00 

Charles  Barnard 5      do 50  00 

R.  H.  Miller  &  Co 5      do 50  00 


Total 157  $1,570  00 

Since  the  last  Annual  Report  you  have  become  the  owner  of 
602  shares  of  stock  in  the  Library  Hall  Company  ;  345  shares 
have  been  received  in  payment  for  membership,  and  157  dona- 
ted. This,  added  to  the  amount  previously  held,  makes  the 
number  of  shares  now  owned  by  the  Association  1,966,  or  $19,- 
660  —  about'  one-fifth  of  the  whole  capital  stock. 

Tour  property  is  covered  by  insurance  as  follows : 

American  Insurance  Company • $5,700 

Atlantic «•     5,000 

Lumbermen  and  Mechanics' 4,000 

Phcenix • «^» 2,000 

Home  Mutual *•  •• 3,000 

Agency  Delaware  Mutual  Safety . 5,000 


Total * $24,700 

In  a  previous  report,  you  were  advised  that  through  Mr. 
Marsh  you  were  to  become  the  possessors  of  relics  excavated 
from  the  ruins  of  Nineveh.  We  are  advised  of  the  arrival  of 
the  articles  at  Boston,  and  therefore  may  expect  them  here  at 
an  early  day. 

To  Mr.  Wayman  Crow,  your  thanks  are  due  for  the  noble  gift 
of  a  scholarship  in  the  Washington  University  of  St.  Louis. 
The  scholarship  is  perpetual,  and  it  behooves  you  to  see  that  you 
have  it  always  filled  by  a  youth  who  will  do  honor  to  the  donor 
and  our  Association.  Master  Charles  Gk  Clement  has  been 
chosen  to  fill  the  first  term. 
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Mr.  John  C.  Tevis,  one  of  the  most  energetic  founders  of  our 
Association,  has  given  us  a  complete  suit  of  Ancient  Steel 
Armor. 

We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Henry  Cobb  for  a  beautiful  specimen 
of  Ozark  Marble.  This  donation  is  the  more  valuable  as  it  is 
the  first  slab  of  this  kind  of  Missouri  Marble  that  was  finished. 

Mr.  N.  Phillips  has  given  us  an  historical  document  of  great 
value.  It  is  an  original  water-color  painting  of  St.  Louis,  as  it 
appeared  a  few  days  after  the  great  fire  of  1849.  The  view  was 
from  the  Illinois  shore. 

From  Messrs.  L.  H.  Terry  and  John  Horace  Anderson  we 
have  received  several  specimens  of  Western  Bank  notes  of  a  very 
early  date. 

From  Mr.  Stuart  Carter,  we  have  received  part  of  a  very  fine- 
Map  of  Mexico. 

The  charter  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company  has- 
been  so  amended  as  to  authorize  that  Company  to  lease  to  the 
Association  the  ground  and  building  of  the  Hall  Company,  now 
occupied  by  the  Association  at  a  reduced  rent.  This  amend-  \ 
ment  was  deemed  important,  as  it  was  found  to  be  impossible 
that  the  Association  could  pay  the  enormous  rent  as  stipulated 
in  the  lease.  Your  rents,  taxes,  insurance,,  and  extra  interest  paid 
to  the  Hall  Company  during  the  past  year  amounted  to  the  large 
sum  of  $10,68$  1ft,  whilst  your  net  receipts  amounted  to  only 
$3,158  48.  Under  the  amendment,  your  rents  will  be  reduced 
to  an  amount  which  you  will  no  doubt  be  able  to  meet,  without 
embarrassing  the  Association,  as  it  will  be  &fe  to  calculate  upon 
receipts  from  the  building  a  sum  nearly  sufficient  to  pay 
your  rents.  We  have  no  doubt  but  that  at  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Hall  Company  on  the  19th  inst.,  the  Board  of  Directors: 
of  the  Hall  Company  will  be  instructed  to  grant  you  a  lease  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  the  amended  charter.  We  are  well 
assured  that  the  members  of  the  Hall  Company  have  a  deep  and* 
lively  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  the  Association,  and  that  they 
will  do  all  in  their  power  to  aid  it  for  the  purpose  of  carrying- 
ont  the  original  intention  of  making  this  the  first  Library  in  the 
West 

We  have  the  gratification  to  report  to  you  that  we  have  as- 
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surances  from  Mr.  Henry  D.  Bacon  that  his  portrait  will  shortly 
be  completed,  and  feel  satisfied  that  during  the  present  year  it 
will  be  in  your  possession.  It  is  no  less  gratifying  to  us,  and 
we  avail  ourselves  of  this  opportunity  to  assure  you,  that  Mr. 
Bacon  continues  to  be  as  deeply  interested  as  he  has  ever  been 
in  the  prosperity  of  the  Association. 

Your  property  on  this  day  is  valued  at  $47,862  54,  and  we 
have  the  pleasure  of  announcing  to  you  that  the  same  is  free 
from  all  indebtedness. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  in  behalf  of  the  Board 
of  Directors. 

WM.  M.  MORRISON, 

President 
St.  Louis,  January  13th,  1857. 


SIXTH    ANNUAL    REPORT 


o r    THE 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


or    THE 


JANUARY   19,   1857. 


BOABDS  OP  DIRECTION,  lSSl-'M. 


Far  1851. 

Alfred  Vinton,  President 
Jas.  E.  Yratmam,  Vice  President 
Robert  M.  Renick,  Treasurer. 
Conrad  B.  Studs,  Secretary. 


For  1853. 

Alfred  Vinton,  President 
Jab.  E.  Yratmam,  Vice  President. 
Henry  D.  Bacon,  Treasurer. 
'Josur  A.  Allen,  Secretary. 


DIRECTORS: 

HUDSON  £.  Bridge, 
George  Collier, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison, 
John  A.  Allen, 
Ouvib  D.  Fillet. 


DimiCTOEi : 

Humoh  B.  Bbidge, 
Wayman  Crow, 
Conrad  B.  StINDR, 
Solon  Humphreys, 
W.  M.  Morrison. 


for  1852. 

Alfred  Vinton,  President 

H.  D.  Bacon,  V.  P.  and  Treasurer. 

John  A.  Allen,  Secretary. 


For  1854. 

Alfred  Vinton,  President. 
Jab.  E.  Ybatman,  Vice  President 
Hsmrt  D.  Bacon,  Treasurer. 
Jobn  A.  Allen,  Secretary. 


directors : 

•George  Collier, 
Conrad  B.  Stindb, 
James  B.  Teatman, 
Hudson  E.  Bridge, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison, 
Wayman  Crow. 


DIRECTORS : 

Hudson  E.  Bridge, 
Wayman  Crow, 
Conrad  B.  Stindb, 
Solon  Humphreys, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison. 


•  OEORaa  Collier,  deceased  July  18, Uftv,  and  James  H.  Lucas  stated  to  nil  tk* 
vacancy,  October  18, 18JB. 


BOARDS  OF  DIRECTION,  l855-'67. 


o'V."'-."—"^  >- w>/v> 


Far  1855. 


For  1856. 


Alfred  Vinton,  President. 
Wayman  Crow,  Vice  President. 

*  Seth  A.  Ranlett,  Treasurer. 

*  Jambs  Smith,  Jr.,  Secretary. 


Jab.  E.  Yeatman,  President. 
Jno.  T.  Douglass,  Vice  President. 
Skth  A.  Ranlett,  Treasurer. 
Jab.  Smith,  Jr.,  Secretary. 


directors : 

*  Robert  E.  Woods, 
Hudson  E.  Bridge, 
Henry  D.  Bacon, 
Jab.  E.  Yeatman, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison. 


directors : 

Watman  Crow; 
Carlos  8.  Qrbelet, 
Rob't.  E.  Woods, 
Henry  D.  Bacon, 
Edward  P.  Curtis. 


For  1857. 

James  E.  Yeatman,  President. 
John  T.  Douglass,  Vice  President. 
Seth  A.  Ranlett,  Treasurer. 
James  Smith,  Jr.,  Secretary. 

directors: 

Robert  E.  Woods, 
Watman  Crow, 
Carlos  S.  Greeley. 
Hbnrt  D.  Bacon, 
William  M.  Morrison. 


•  Messrs.  Lsmoine,  Brow*  and  Alexander,  elected  Directors  at  Fifth  Annual  Elec- 
tion, January  16th,  1866,  being  ineligible,  a  Special  Election  was  ordered,  and  held  on  96th 
February,  1866,  at  which  Messrs.  Banlettt  Smith,  Jr.,  and  Woods,  were  chosen  to  Oil 
the  Yacancies. 


PROCEEDINGS 


or    THE 


Sistjj  Annual  Petting 


or    THE 


MERCANTILE  LIBRARY  HALL  COMPANY, 


JANUARY  19,  1857. 


The  Sixth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Stockholders  of  the  Mer- 
cantile Library  Hall  Company  was  held  in  the  Boom  of  the 
Mercantile  Library  Association,  on  Monday  evening,  the  19th' 
January,  1857. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  James  E.  Yeatman, 
Esq. ,  and  on  his  motion  Col.  Joshua  B.  Brant  was  elected 
Chairman.  -' 

On  motion  of  Wm.  Morrison,  Esq.,  James  A.  Hardy  was 
elected  Secretary. 

The  proceedings  of  the  last  annual  meeting  were  then  read, 
and  on  motion  of  John  T.  Douglass,  Esq.,  were  approved. 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors  was  read  by  the  Presi- 
dent, James  E.  Yeatman,  Esq.,  and  on  motion  of  C.  S. 
Greeley,  Esq.,  was  accepted. 

The  report  of  S.  A.  Ranlett,  Esq.,  Treasurer,  was  read,  and 
on  motion  of  C.  S.  Greeley,  Esq. ,  was  aooepted. 
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A  certified  copy  of  the  amendment  to  the  Charter  of  the  Com- 
pany, as  granted  by  the  present  Legislature  and  approved  by  the 
Governor  on  the  7th  inst.,  was  then  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  S.  Greeley,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  Stockholders  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Com- 
pany of  St.  Louis,  reject  the  amendment  to  our  charter,  which  our  President, 
Mr.  Ye  atman,  has  just  submitted. 

On  motion  of  John  T.  Douglass,  Esq.,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  are  authorized  and  are  hereby  in- 
structed to  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  such  modification  of  the  4th  section 
of  the  Charter  as  is  recommended  by  the  President. 

Wm.  M.  Morrison,  Esq. ,  proposed  the  following : 

Whereat,  it  has  been  Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  be  authorized 
to  prepare  a  bill  amending  the  charter  of  the  Company ; 

Be  it  Resolved,  That,  in -the  event  of  the  Legislature  granting  the  amend- 
ment, the  Board  of  Directors  be  authorized  to  cancel  the  lease  now  existing 
with  the  Mercantile  Library  Association,  as  well  as  the  contract  for  extra 
interest,  dated  May  8th,  1855,  and  that  they  execute  a  new  lease ;  whereby 
the  Association  shall  be  bound  to  pay — 

First — All  taxes,  insurance,  and  repairs  on  said  property. 
Second — All  accruing  interest  on  the  present  debt  of  this  Company,  and  in 
whatever  shape  the  same  may  now  exist,  or  may  be  put 
Third — In  addition,  as  rent,  the  sum  of  $3,000  per  annum. 

Which,  being  seconded,  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  S.  A.  Ranlett,  Esq.,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  of  this  Company  be  authorized,  at 
such  time  and  in  such  shape  as  they  may  deem  expedient,  to  issue  the  bonds 
and  obligations  of  the  Company  for  any  of  its  indebtedness,  payable  at  such 
times  and  with  such  rates  of  interest,  authorized  by  law,  as  may  be  agreed 
upon  between  the  Board  and  the  creditors  of  the  Company,  or  to  borrow 
money  for  the  purpose  of  paying  any  of  its  indebtedness,  and  to  issue  bonds 
or  obligations  for  the  money  borrowed. 

■ 

In  accordance  with  the  Constitution  of  the  Company,  an  elec- 
tion of  nine  Directors,  to  serve  the  ensuing  year,  was  then  held 
by  the  inspectors  previously  chosen,  and  they  reported  as  fol- 
lows: 
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Library  Room,  Jan.  19,  1857. 
To  the  Stockholders  of  the  St.  Louis 

Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company, 

We,  the  undersigned  inspectors,  appointed,  in  conformity  with  the  Consti- 
tution of  your  Company,  to  superintend  an  election  for  Directors  to'  serve 
during  the  year  1857,  do  certify,  that  the  election  has  been  held  pursuant  to  a 
notice  given  in  the  public  prints,  between  the  hours  of  7  and  9  o'clock,  p.  m., 
of  this  day,  and  that  the  following  named  nine  gentlemen  have  received  the 
largest  number  of  votes,  and  are  duly  electee' : 

James  E.  Yeatman  received 4,223  votes. 

Robert  K.  Woods  "  4,223  « 

Carlos  8.  Greeley  "  ' 4,223  " 

Henry  D.  Bacon  «  ...4,213  " 

Wayman  Crow  "  4,223  " 

John  T.  Douglass  "  4,223  " 

Seth  A.  Ranlett  "  4,223  " 

James  Smith,  Jun'r  «  4,223  " 

Wm.  M.  Morrison  "  • 2,162  " 

SAMUEL  COPP,  Jr., 
CHARLES  ENSLIN, 
WM.  H.  GILMAN. 

On  motion  of  John  T.  Douglass,  Esq.,  it  was 

Retolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors  be  furnished 
to  the  Mercantile  Library  Association  for  publication  ;  and  the  proceedings 
of  this  meeting,  with  the  reports  which  have  been  read,  be  published  in  the 
daily  prints. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  adjourned. 

JOSHUA  B.  BRANT, 

Chairman. 
James  A.  Habdy,  Secretary. 
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S.  A.  Ranlett,  Treasurer, 

In  Account  with  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company  of  St.  Louis, 

Dr. 
1856. 

Jan.  21,  To  Balance — .. $  3.588  91 

April  7,         Mercantile  Library  Association 10,000  00 

May  30,  "  "  «  200  00 

Oct.  28,  «  «  «  1,500  00 

1857. 

Jan.    7,  «  «  «  150  00 

«   10,  «  •  «  «  600  00 

"     "  Cash  due  bills -.-    1,458  51 


$  17,497  42 


1856,  Cb. 

Feb.    8,  By  City  Taxes,  for  1849,  (old  incumbrance)  $       21  45 

«    16,        Bills  payable,  Brant 1,000  00 

"     "         Interest  on  same • 240  00 

Mar.  7,         Insurance  paid  "  Home  Mutual"  •  •  • 50  40 

"     "         Recording  deed • 115 

April  1,        Paid  SewerTax 250  60 

"     7,        Bills  Payable,  Bast's  note 10,000  00 

^     u             "      "        Interest  note,  on  same 502  50 

«   25,            «      "       4  interest  notes 1,000  00 

€t     "         Exchange,  £  per  cent ••• 5  00 

May  3,         Bills  Payable,  4  interest  notes *  500  00 

rt    4,  Insurance  "  Merchant's  and  Citizen's"  •  •  200  00 

Aug.  14,             "         "  Mo.  State  Mutual" 60  00 

Sept  29,  «         "  Union  Insurance  Company"  14  00 

"     «  "         "St  Louis  Insurance  Co."...  27  78 

"     "         Republican  Office,  Printing .'  •  5  00 

Oct.  28,        Bills  Payable,  8  interest  notes ?  •  •  •  •  1,500  00 

Amount  carried  over $15,377  88 


so 

1856.    By  Amount  bro't  over $15,377  88 

Oct  28,         Exchange  Account,  }  per  cent 5  00 

«     «•  Expense  Account  for  Clerk  hire 15  00 

1857. 

Jan.  10,  Insurance  paid  sundry  offices — St.  Louis, 
Union,  Mound  City,  U.  S.,  Lumber- 
men's and  Atlantic 418  00 

Jan.  10,        Balance,  including  cash  due  bills •  •       1,681  54 

$17,497  42 
Dr.    To  Balance $1,681  54 

S.  A.  RANLETT,  Treasurer. 


Trial  Balance  of  the  Books  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company, 

St.  Louis,  January  19th,  1857. 


Dr. 

Cash   and  Due  Bills  on 

hand $  1,681  54 

Interest  Account 9,280  59 

Mer.  Library  Hall 123,081  72 

Expense  Account 214  15 

Insurance 418  00 


Cr. 

Bills  Payable 
Stock  ........ 


$  37,250  00 
>     97,426  00 


Total 


$134,676  00  Total 


$134,676  00 


S.  A.  RANLETT,  Treasurer. 


REPORT  OF  AUDITING  COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Com- 
pany have  examined  the  account  and  vouchers  of  S.  A.  Ranlett,  Treasurer, 
up  to  19th  January,  1857,  inst,  and  find  the  same  correct 

WAYMAN  CROW, 

C.   S.  GREELEY,  >  Committee. 

ROBERT  K.  WOODS, 


>^ 
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Sist|j  Annual  Report   ' 


OF    THE 


BOAED    OF    DIRECTOES 


OF     THE 


MERCANTILE  LIBRARY  HALL  COMPANY  OF  ST.  LOUIS, 

TO    THE    STOCKHOLDERS, 


JANUARY    19,   1857. 


The  Library  Hall  Board  have  but  little  of  interest  to  report 
since  the  last  annual  meeting,  the  building  haying  been  leased 
by  a  previous  Board  according  to  the  requirements  of  its  charter 
to  the  Mercantile  Library  Association ;  consequently  their  duties 
have  Been  few,  and  labors  light  —  nothing  more  than  attending 
to  the  insurance,  and  paying  the  notes  and  interest  as  they  have 
matured. 

At  the  last  annual  meeting,  the  debt  of  the  Hall  Company 
amounted  to  forty-two  thousand  three  hundred  dollars.  During 
the  year  eleven  thousand  dollars  of  the  principal  was  paid,  with 
interest  on  the  whole  debt.  This  leaves  still  due  thirty- one  thou- 
sand three  hundred  dollars — as  follows  : 

Note  to  J.  B.  Brant,  due  February  16th,  1857 $  1,000 

"  May  1st,  1857, 5,150 

«  Nov.  1st,  1857, 5,150 

«  Nov.  1st,  1858, 10,000 

«  May  1st,  1860, 10,000 

Total » $31,300 
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According  to  the  existing  contract  with  the  Mercantile  Library 
Association,  they  are  to  pay  6  per  cant,  on  the  cost  of  the  build- 
ing, besides  insurance,  repairs  and  taxes.  By  special  agree- 
ment, they  had  also  to  pay  the  extra  interest  on  money  borrow- 
ed, which  this  year  is  4  per  cent,  on  $30,000 ;  so  that  the 
amount  to  be  paid  by  the  Library  Association  this  year  is — 

6  per  cent,   on  $140,612  04,  which  is $  8,436  72 

4  per  cent,   extra  interest  on  $30,000 1,200  00 

6  per  cent,  on  $3,545,  additional  cost ...... 212  70 

Insurance • • 800  00 

Total $10,649  42 

A  sum  sufficient  to  pay  the  entire  debt,  principal  and  interest, 
within  the  next  five  years. 

But  the  experience  of  the  last  two  years  has  convinced  the 
friends  of  the  Association  of  the  fallacy  of  the  calculations  made 
on  the  revenue  to  be  derived  from  the  rents  of  the  stores  and 
halls  connected  with  the  Library  building,  which  were  thought 
would  not  only  be  sufficient  to  pay  interest  and  all  expense,  but 
that  it  would  leave  a  sinking  fund  to  be  applied  to  the  purchase 
of  stock  of  the  Hall  Company. 

The  report  of  the  Library  Association  shows  how  inadequate  the 
receipts  are  to  even  meet  the  interest  on  the  cost  of  the  building. 
Last  year  the  gross  receipts  from  the  rent  of  stores,  halls,  &c,  only 
amounted  to  $5,824  31.  The  year  previous  the  receipts  from 
the  same  source  amounted  to  $7,688  75,  showing  a  falling  off 
of  $1,864  44,  The  receipts  cannot  be  expected  to  increase  to 
any  great  extent  in  the  next  few  years.  The  Association  was 
only  enabled  to  pay  the  rents  due  to  January  1st,  by  calling  on 
the  friends  of  the  Association  for  aid,  and  from  whom  they  re- 
ceived liberal  contributions,  upwards  of  $7,000  ;  but  even  with 
this  generous  subscription,  and  after  applying  their  surplus  re- 
ceipts from  membership,  they  were  obliged  to  appeal  to  the  Direc- 
tors of  the  Hall  Company  to  take  the  additional  book- cases, 
reading  desks,  &c,  which  the  wants  of  the  Association  obliged 
them  to  make.  The  Hall  Company  owning  the  rest  of  the  cases, 
furniture,  &c,  thought  it  advisable  to  take  them  from  the  Asso- 
ciation in  payment  of  rent.    The  cost  of  the  additional  shelving, 
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reading  desks,  &c,  amounts  to  $5,545  50,  which  has  to  be  ad- 
ded to  the  first  cost  of  the  building.  The  Directors  of  the  Hall 
Company  with  reluctance  granted  this  request  of  the  Association,, 
but  with  the  assurance  of  the  President  of  the  Association  that 
he  could  not  expect  further  aid  from  the  friends  of  the  Associa- 
tion in  the  way  of  subscription,  having  given  promises  in  obtain- 
ing the  last  subscription  that  they  would  not  be  called  on  again 
for  aid.  Regarding  the  Hall  Company  and  Library  Association 
almost  identically  the  same,  with  common  interests  —  one  being 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  and  fostering  the  other  —  so 
regarding  it,  the  Directors  felt  that  they  could  not  act  the  part  of 
a  hard  creditor  in  exacting  that  which  the  Association  were  unable 
to  comply  with,  and  therefore  we  received  fiom  them  property  in 
the  place  of  money.  The  Directors  hope  that  their  action  in 
this  matter  will  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  stockholders,  as 
we  doubt  not  it  will  —  stimulated  as  we  know  they  all  are  in  the 
desire  to  aid  and  not  oppress  the  Library  Association,  which  is 
an  object  of  so  much  just  pride  to  all  of  our  citizens,  and  which, 
with  the  noble  building  they  occupy,  is  the  crowning  glory  of  our 
city. 

Some  of  the  friends  of  the  Association  seeing  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  present  lease  of  the 
building,  applied  to  the  Legislature  for  an  amendment  to  the 
charter  of  the  Hall  Company,  which  was  granted  ;  a  copy  of 
which  is  herewith  submitted. 

This  requires  that  the  Building  shall  be  leased  to  the  Mercan- 
tile Library  Association  at  6  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  the 
capital  stock  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company,  instead 
of  on  the  cost  of  building  as  heretofore ;  and  also  stipulates  that 
the  Hall  Company  shall  pay  all  taxes,  repairs  and  insurance  on 
same.  It  also  authorizes  any  other  change  or  modification  of 
the  terms  of  the  lea3e.  The  wording  of  this  act  we  consider 
unfortunate,  and  goes  too  far,  and  would  recommend  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  entire  act  by  the  Stockholders  ;  and  that  application 
be  made  simply  for  authority  to  modify  the  terms  of  the  lease 
as  contained  in  4th  section  of  the  charter. 

From  a  conference  had  with  the  President  of  the  Mercantile 
Library  Association  and  other  friends  of  that  Association,  w* 
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feel :  that  it  is  necessary  to  recommend  some  change  of  the  terms 
of  the  lease  of  the  building  to  the  Mercantile  Library  Associa- 
tion ;  that  the  Association  will  not  be  able  to  pay  what  they  are 
obliged  to  do  under  existing  lease,  and  that  without  some  modi- 
fication they  will  be  forced  to  forfeit  their  lease  —  a  thing  by  no 
means  desirable.  We  would  recommend  that  the  present  debt  be 
funded ;  and  that  coupon  bonds,  bearing  10  per  cent,  interest, 
payable  semi-annually,  be  issued  —  three  thousand  dollars  of 
which  shall  fall  due  each  and  every  year,  until  the  whole  be  paid. 
The  Library  Association  to  obligate  itself  to  pay  said  bonds 
us  they  mature,  with  the  interest  coupons  as  they  fall  due  ; 
also  to  pay  insurance,  repairs  and  taxes.  After  the  payment  of 
the  entire  debt,  then  the  Library  Association  to  pay  6  per  cent, 
on  the  capital  stock  of  the  Hall  Company,  which  is  $97,426. 
The  Association  to  pay  insurance,  repairs  and  taxes,  etc,  as  here- 
tofore. The  non-payment  of  any  one  of  the  bonds,  or  the  in- 
terest on  any  bond,  or  insurance,  to  work  a  forfeiture  of  the 
lease. 

Under  this  arrangement,  the  Library  Association  would  have 
to  pay  the  first  year — 

One  year  Bond $3,000  00 

10  per  cent.  Interest  on  $30,000 3,000  00 

Insurance • 800  00 

Total $6,800  00 

Under  present  Lease  they  have  to  pay 10,649  42 

A  reduction  of $3,849  42 

The  Library  Association  received  from  rent  of  Hall  Build- 
ing this  past  year •  ••• 5,824  31 

Prom  members  (including  life) • 5,266  00 

Total - $11,090  31 


We  feel  assured  that  such  an  arrangement  as  the  above 
would  be  acceptable  to  the  Association,  and  that  with  ordi- 
nary prudence  and  economy  they  would  be  fully  able  to  comply 
with  its  terms,  and  in  ten  years  the  entire  debt  would  be  paid ; 
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and  the  Association  would  then  be  able  in  a  short  time  to  pur- 
chase such  stock  as  would  not  be  donated,  and  thus  become  the 
possessors  of  the  entire  property,  which  we  devoutly  hope  that 
we  may  all  live  to  see.  When  such  is  the  case,  the  fondest  hopes 
•of  the  friends  of  the  Association  will  soon  be  realized. 

We  beg  to  refer  you  to  the  report  of  S.  A.  Ranlett,  Esq., 
Treasurer,  for  a  statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  Company  for  the 
past  year. 

JAMES  E.  IEATMAN, 

President, 
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TERMS  OF  MEMBERSHIP. 

[Extract  from  the  Constitution  of  the  St  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Association,] 

CHAPTER  I — Article  III.  Any  person  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  may,  upon  the  appror* 
al  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  become  a  member  of  this  Association  on  the  following  terms :  Sub- 
scribing the  Constitution,  and,  if  a  cierk,  paying  an  initiation  fee  of  two  dollars,  and  the  further 
sum  of  seventy-five  cents,  quarterly,  in  advance;  and,  if  in  business  on  his  own  account,  paying 
an  initiation  fee  of  five  dollars,  and  the  further  sum  of  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  semi-annually, 
in  advance. 

Art.  Y.  Persons  not  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  may,  upon  the  approval  of  the  Board  of 
Directors,  and  the  semi-annual  payment,  in  advance,  of  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  become 
beneficiary  members,  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  regular  membership  except  the  right  to  vote 
and  hold  office. 

Art.  VI.  Any  person  paying  one  hundred  dollars  at  any  one  time,  shall  become  a  life  member 
and,  if  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  shall  enjoy  the  full  privileges  of  membership. 

RULES  FOR  THE  ISSUE  OF  BOOKS,  ETC. 
[Extract  from  Regulations  of  the  Library.] 

Art.  I.  The  Library  and  Reading  Rooms  shall  be  open  every  day  from  0  o'clock,  A.  M.  until  10 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  excepting  Sundays,  the  Fourth  of  July,  Christmas  and  New  Year. 

Art.  II.  The  Librarian  shall  deliver  to  any  member  applying,  personally,  or  to  his  wriUm 
order,  one  volume  if  it  be  a  folio  or  quarto ;  and  one  book  or  set,  (not  exceeding  three  volumes,) 
if  an  octavo,  a  duodecimo,  or  a  volume  of  less  size. 

Art.  XII.  Every  member  may  detain  each  book  or  set,  delivered  as  aforesaid,  if  it  be  a  folio  or 
quarto,  four  weeks;  an  octavo,  three  weeks ;  or  a  book  or  set  of  less  size,  two  weeks;  except  new 
publications,  which,  until  they  have  been  in  the  Library  two  months,  shall  not  be  detained,  an 
octavo,  longer  than  two  weeks,  and  books  of  less  size,  one  week,  and  which  shall  not  be  renewed. 
No  book  shall  be  reserved  by  the  Librarian  for  any  director  or  member. 

Art.  XIII.  Any  member  who  shall  detain  a  book  or  set  longer  than  the  time  above  limited, 
respectively,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  Librarian,  for  every  day  a  volume  is  so  detained,  if  it  be 
a  folio,  four  cents;  a  quarto,  three  cents;  an  octavo,  two  cents;  if  it  be  a  duodecimo  or  smaller 
volume,  or  pamphlet,  one  cent :  Provided,  altoays,  if  a  whole  set  be  taken  out  and  a  part  be  de- 
tained longer  than  the  time  above  limited,  the  fine  shall  be  exacted  for  each  book  not  returned; 
and  if  such  book  be  detained  one  week  beyond  the  time  above  limited,  the  forfeiture  ahaU  be 
dowblit 
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♦James  R.  Labkiw  resigned  the  office  of  Recording  Secretary  on  iho  23d  January,  1S55,  and 
Charles  L.  Rogers  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy.  James  R.  Larkis  was  then  elected  to  the 
vacancy  in  the  Board,  caused  hy  the  election  of  C.  L.  Rogers  to  the  office  of  Recording  Secretary. 


JfitUCEEDINGS 

OP  THE 

TENTH   ANNUAL   MEETING. 

8th    JANUAftY,    1856. 

At  the  tenth  annual  meeting  of  the  St.  Louis  Mercantile  Li- 
brary Association,  held  in  the  Library  Rooms,  on  the  evening  of 
the  8th  inst.,  the  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  John 
T.  Douglass,  upon  whose  motion  the  Hon.  Washington  King 
was  called  to  the  chair,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Alexander, 
Messrs.  John  D.  Taylor  and  John  W.  Luke  were  appointed 
Secretaries. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting  were  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors  was  presented 
and  read  by  the  President,  John  T.  Douglass,  Esq.,  and,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Alexander,  was  accepted. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Association,  Mr.  Thos. 
Brown,  was  presented  and  read,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  J,  H. 
Alexander,  was  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the 
minutes  of  this  meeting. 

Mr.  C.  M.  McClung,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
reported  verbally  that  they  were  satisfied  of  the  correctness  of  the 
books  and  accounts  of  the  Treasurer,  which  report  was,  on  mo- 
tion, accepted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  John  Goodin, 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  is  hereby  instructed  to  have  one  thou- 
sand copies  of  the  reports  of  the  President  and  Treasurer  of  this  Association 
printed  in  pamphlet  form,  for  gratuitous  distribution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  L.  Kidd, 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  is  hereby  instructed  to  eause  the 
proceedings  of  this  meeting,  with  the  reports  just  read,  to  be  furnished  the 
daily  papers  for  publication. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  R.  11.  Davis, 

Retolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Association  are  due  and  are  hereby  ten- 
dered to  John  T.  Douglass,  Esq.,  President,  and  the  other  Officers  and  Directors 
of  the  Association,  for  thoir  efficient  management  of  its  affairs  during  the  past 
year. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wm.  M.  Morrison, 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  serving  for  the  ensuing  year,  be  di- 
rected to  solicit  donations  in  money,  for  the  purpose  of  liquidating  the  debts 
of  the  Library  Hall  Company,  maturing  in  April  next. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  adjourned. 

WASHINGTON  KING,  Chairman, 

John  W.  Luke,     \  Secretaries 
John  D.  Taylor,  /  *ecretarzes- 


TREASURER'S   REPORT. 


'**     M^^^^M     *.    *     -    —    —    — ,  ^  —^M-w-^-^-w-y-)^-^^ 


The  Treasurer  of  the  St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Association  respectfully 
submits  the  accompanying  papers,  viz :  Cash,  Profit  and  Loss,  and  Balance 
Sheet,  for  his  report  of  the  financial  transactions  for  the  year  ending  December 
31, 1855,  and  present  condition  of  affairs. 


St.  Louis,  January  8,  1856. 


TBO.  BROWN,  Treasurer. 


Thos.  Brown  in  account  with  St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Association, 
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Dr.  Receipts. 

To  Initiation  fees $513  00 

Life  Members 700  00 

Proprietors 1,430  00 

Clerks 1,347  00 

Beneficiaries 1,135  00 

Lectures 207  15 

Transportation  2  20 

Book  Donation, 2  25 

Non  Subscribers 50 

Fines 202  30 

Catalogues 6  00 

Hall $7,004  90 

"    due  bills  to 

Dec.  31 683  85 

7,688  75 

Books 7  35 


Expenditures.  Cr. 

By  Lectures $12  71 

Petty  expenses 135  60 

Furniture „  1,954  66 

Postage 28  86 

Transportation 45  65 

Periodicals ~ 332  38 

Books 410  98 

Cash ,. 8  75 

Librarian 1,300  00 

Binding 272  35 

Insurance 259  56 

Newspapers 77  00 

Printing 266  05 

Advertising 45  25 

Stationery 37  70 

Discount  and  Exchange 11  08 

Hall  Furniture 164  90 

Hall  expenses 2,441  98 

Profit  and  loss  (burnt  books).. 354  17 
Amount  paid  Mercantile 
•     Library  Hall  Co 5,081  8T 


$13,241  50 


$13,241  50 


/ 
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PROFIT  AND  LOSS. 

Dr.  Cb. 

to  Books  burnt $354  17  By  Book  Donations $352  40 

Furniture  156  82         Fine  Arts 3,725  00 

Catalogues 16  17         Initiation  Fees 513  00 

Petty  Expenses 135  60         Life  Members 4,900  00 

Postage 28  86        Proprietors 1,455  00 

Transportation 43  45         Clerks 1,347  00 

Librarian....- 1,300  00         Beneficiaries 1,135  00 

Binding 272  35         Lectures 194  44 

Insurance < 259  56         Non  Subscribers 50 

Newspapers 77  00         Fines 202  30 

-    Printing 2C6  05         Stock  profit  and  loss 25  00 

Advertising <  45  25         Stock  Donation 310  00 

Stationery 37  70 

Discount  and  Exchange 11  08 

Stock  for  nett  gain  for  the 
year  ending  December 
31,  1855 11,155  58 


$14,159  64  $14,159  64 

BALANCE  SHEET. 

Dr.  Cr. 

To  Furniture  account 3,366  12  By  Stock  account 45,838  61 

Periodicals   "         134  80 

'   Books     .      "        15,152  10 

Book  Donation  account.. .6,012  05 

Cash  "        8  75 

Catalogue  "        139  53 

Mercantile  Library  Hall 

Company 663  24 

Mercantile  Library  Hall, 

Stock 14,640  00 

Hall  Furniture 597  02 

Fine  Arts 5,125  00 


$45,838  61  $45,838  61 


REPORT  OF  THE  AUDITING  COMMITTEE. 

2b  the  Members  of  the  St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Association. 

Gentlemen: — The  undersigned  have  examined  the  accounts  of  your 
Treasurer,  and  find  the  same  to  be  correct,  and  that  he  has  proper  vouchers 

for  all  expenditures. 

Respectfully. 

CALVIN  M,  McCLUNG, 
A.  M.  WATERMAN, 

St.  Louis,  January  8,  1856.  Auditing  Committee. 
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The  Board  of  Directors  respectfully  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following  report,  as  an  account  of  their  official  proceedings  for 
the  past  year,  and  statement  of  the  present  condition  of  the 
affairs  of  the  Association: 

The  year  just  closed  must  ever  be  a  memorable  one  in  the 
history  of  our  city.  Its  commencement  was  marked  by  events 
of  a  financial  nature  that,  in  their  effects,  threatened  to  involve 
the  whole  community  in  one  common  ruin;  but  the  spirit 
which  neither  fire  nor  pestilence  could  subdue,  was  not  found 
wanting  on  this  occasion,  and  the  impending  disaster  was  in  a 
great  degree  averted.  High  honor  to  those  who,  by  pledging 
their  fortunes  in  support  of  the  solvency  of  our  institutions,  so 
turned  the  tide  of  events  that  what  had  bid  fair  to  mark  a 
dark  page  in  future  annals,  was  made  to  form  one  of  the  bright- 
est epochs  that  can  occur  in  the  career  of  a  commercial  people. 

The  resumption  of  navigation  in  the  spring  removed,  in  a 
great  measure,  the  effects  of  the  crisis  through  which  we  had 
passed;  and  the  year  has  been  one  of  signal  prosperity  in 
almost  every  branch  of  business.  In  this  prosperity,  .to  some 
extent,  your  Institution  has  shared,  and  we  trust  the  exhibit  of 
this  evening  will  add  another  to  the  many  and  cheering  encour- 
agements that  have  incited  you  thus  far  in  the  prosecution  of 
a  great  work. 

First,  in  the  order  of  our  report,  we  present  for  your  informa- 
tion an  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures,  arising  from 
the  possession  of  the  Library  Hall  Building,  and  other  matters 

pertinent  to  the  same  subject.    The  lease  from  the  Library 
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Hall  Company  has  been  regularly  executed,  according  to  ther 
charter.  Its  terms  and  conditions  are  familiar  to  you,  and  a  re- 
capitulation on  our  part  is  not  necessary. 

RECEIPTS  FROM  LIBRARY  HALL  BUILDINGS. 

Received  from  tenants, $4,814  98 

Received  from  rent  of  Grand  Hall 1,725  00 

Received  from  rent  of  SmaU  Hall 1,H8  77 

Total $7,688  75 

EXPENDITURES. 

Janitor's  salary,  and  extral  abor $867  50 

•    Fuel ~ 389  15 

Gas „ - ~ 997  00 

Repairs 177  08 

Spring  doors  for  front  entrances,  and  other  furniture  and  ' 

water  licenses , 176  15 

Total  expenditure ~ ~,....$2,606  88 

Leaving  as  net  receipts $5,081  87 

The  above  amount  of  $5,081  87r  being  the  net  revenue  de- 
rived from  the  property,  has  been  paid  to  the  Library  Hall 
Company  in  cash,  so  far  as  collected,  and  by  transferring  due 
Bills  from  tenants  for  the  remainder.  You  are  aware  of  the 
steps  taken  by  the  last  Board  of  Direction  to  secure  in  your 
Favor  remissions  of  interest  from  stockholders  in  the  Library 
Hall  Company,  in  order  that  the  nominal  amount  upon  which 
you  were  to  pay  interest,  according  to  the  charter,  might  be  re- 
duced within  the  limits  of  a  sum  upon  which  the  net  revenue 
derived  from  the  building  would  suffice  to  pay  the  interest* 
There  appears  to  be  a  doubt  whether  the  remissions  of  interest 
so  granted  can  be  available  at  the  present  time,  or  so  long  as 
the  Library  Hall  Company  is  in  debt ;  and  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  debt  of  forty  thousand  dollars,  borrowed  to  complete 
the  building,  was  incurred  in  your  behalf  or  for  your  benefit,  it 
becomes  a  matter  for  your  serious  consideration  whether  you 
cannot  do  something  toward  liquidating  this  debt,  the  interest 
on  which,  with  the  cost  of  insurance,  will  so  nearly  absorb  the 
entire  net  revenue  derived  from  the  building,  as  to  leave  eaeh 
year  but  a  very  small  amount  toward  the  creation  of  a  sinking 
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fund,  from  which  the  principal  of  the  debt  could  be  eventually 
paid.  If  you  could  get  an  equal  amount  of  additional  stoclf 
taken  in  the  Library  Hall  Company,  the  matter  will  be  satis- 
factorily settled  at  once,  for  you  would  be  called  upon  to  pay 
interest  on  so  small  a  portion  of  the  whole  stock  that  perhaps 
full  one-half  of  the  net  revenue  derived  from  the  building  could 
be  each  year  appropriated  to  the  purchase  of  stock,  and  it  would 
take  but  a  very  few  years  to  place  you  in  full  ownership  of  the 
property.  Ten  thousand  dollars  of  the  money  borrowed  by 
Library  Hal]  Company  has  to  be  repaid  in  April  next.  Shall 
it  be  repaid  by  borrowing  an  equal  amount  from  another  source? 
or  will  the  Association  endeavor  to  place  the  Library  Hall  Com- 
pany in  funds  sufficient  to  clear  off  the  whole,  or  even  a  portion 
of  it,  and  by  so  doing,  advance  the  time  when  the  Association 
can  call  this  splendid  property  absolutely  its  own  ?  Prompt 
action  on  your  part  is  requisite,  and  we  commend  the  matter  to 
your  most  earnest  attention* 

A  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  on  acoount  of 
the  Library  Hall  Building  is  already  before  you.     The  receipts 
from  other  sources  amount  to  $  5,552  77-100,  all  of  which  has 
been  disbursed  as  per  report  of  Treasurer.     By  a  resolution 
adopted  at  the  last  annual  meeting,  the  Board  was  instructed  to 
provide   additional  book  cases.     This  has  been  'done  by  put- 
ting up  the  upper  tier  of  book  cases  against  the  south  wall,  as 
also  the  iron  stairway  and  gallery,  at  a  cost  of  $1,571  85-100, 
and  this  portion  of  the  Library  Room  is  now  completely  finished; 
the  shelf-room  thus  added  will  probably  suffice  to  contain  the 
books  acquired  during  the  coming  year.     $354  17-100  have 
been  paid  for  the  replacement  of  books  destroyed  by  fire,  while 
in  the  hands  of  the  binder  ;  of  this  loss  you  were  fully  informed 
in  the  last  report.     This  sum  of  $354  17-1 00,  added  to  $1,571 
85-100  paid  for  book  cases  and  gallery,  makes  ah  expenditure  of 
$1,926  2-100,  for  purposes  other  than  those  to  which  the  rev- 
enue is  usually  devoted.     The  payment  of  this  large  sum  serious- 
ly affected  our  treasury,  and  as  in  addition  to  it  we  had  to  pay, 
on  account  of  newspaper  stands,  $270  74-100,  for  newspapers, 
$J7,  and  for  binding,  $272  35400— in  all,  $2,546  11-100. 
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We  trust  you  will  hold  us  excused  for  the  non-compliance  of 
of  your  instructions  to  pay,»ut  of  the  current  revenue  of  the 
Association,  one  thousand  dollars  to  the  Library  Hall  Company, 
for  to  do  this,  would  so  completely  have  absorbed  the  means  at 
our  disposal,  that  we  would  have  been  compelled  to  forego  the 
purchase  of  any  books,  and  as  it  is  cnly  by  increasing  the  quan- 
tity of  books,  at  least  to  such  an  extent  as  will,  in  a  great  degree, 
keep  pace  with  the  current  literature  of  the  times,  that  you  can 
expect  to  increase  the  number  of  members,  we  deemed  it  better 
to  expend  the  money  for  this  purpose,  rather  than  devote  it  in 
obedience  to  instructions  given,  when  it  could  not  be  known  that 
unusual,  yet  necessary  objects  of  expenditure  would  require  a 
sum  nearly  equal  to  our  average  yearly  net  receipts.  And,  in 
this  connection,  we  would  remark  that  the  experience  of  the 
past  three  years  must  teach  us  no  longer  to  look  to  lectures  as 
a  source  of  revenue.  Membership  alone  has  to  be  relied  upon 
for  furnishing  the  funds  necessary  to  carry  out  the  objects  of 
your  Association. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

The  number  of  members  reported  at  last  annual  meeting  was 
1005 ;  since  that  time  we  have  gained  347  new  members,  and 
lost,  by  death,  removal  or  withdrawal  195 — leaving  a  net  gain 
of  152 ;  and  it  is  one  of  the  most  gratifying  facts  connected 
with  the  history  of  the  past  year,  that  there  has  been  a  marked 
decrease  in  the  number  of  those  who  have  refused  to  renew 
their  subscription — a  sign  of  increasing  interest  in  the  pros- 
perity of  the  Association,  and  some  evidence  that  it  is  fulfilling 
the  object  of  its  formation. 

We  have  now  1,157  members,  viz: 

Life  Members, ~ 159 

Proprietors, 283 

Clerks, ~ 447 

Beneficiaries, 268 


Total, 1,167 
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LECTdRES. 

In  compliance  with  his  promise  to  the  previous  Board,  Bayard 
Taylor  visited  us  in  March  and  delivered  three  lectures,  viz: 

March  13 — India. 

March  14 — Philosophy  of  Travel. 

March  15 — The  Animal  Man. 

The  receipts  from  these  lectures  amounted  to  $517  35.  Ex- 
penses, $325  25  ;  leaving  us  a  profit  of  $192  10. 

Early  in  the  year,  the  Lecture  Committee  were  authorized  to 
invite  a  number  of  distinguished  lecturers,  and  we  were  much 
in  hopes  to  have  secured  a  course  of  Miscellaneous  Lectures, 
that  would  have  been  acceptable  to  the  public,  and  at  the  same 
time  put  money  into  our  treasury.  The  Committee  found  it 
impossible  to  arrange  a  satisfactory  couVse,  as  of  the  many  in. 
vited,  the  Hon.  Jno.  P.  Kennedy  of  Baltimore  was  the  only  one 
from  whom  they  received  a  positive  acceptance  of  their  invita- 
tion. Circumstances  which  he  could  not  foresee  or  control,  pre- 
vented Mr.  Kennedy  from  visiting  us  at  the  time  appointed, 
but  we  hope  he  may  be  able  to  fulfil  his  promise  during  the 
coming  season.  Finding  it  not  practicable  to  arrange  for  a 
Miscellaneous  Course,  the  attention  of  the  Board  was  directed 
to  the  securing  a  Course  of  Scientific  Lectures,  and,  after  much 
correspondence,  a  contract  was  closed  with  Professor  Silliman, 
Senior,  for  a  Course  of  Twelve  Lectures  on  Geology,  for  which 
he  was  to  be  paid  twenty-five  hundred  dollars.  This  arrange- 
ment was  only  entered  into  after  consultation  with  many  mem- 
bers of  the  Association,  for  we  were  satisfied  that  the  price  to 
be  paid  was  too  large  to  allow  of  a  chance  for  much  pecuniary 
profit  from  the  sale  of  tickets,  and  might  entail  a  loss ;  but,  as 
for  a  number  of  years  there  had  been,  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
munity generally,  a  strong  desire  expressed  to  hear  Professor 
Silliman,  and  as  this  was  the  first  time  he  had  consented  to  come 
at  any  price,  it  was  thought  best  to  engage  him,  and  the  first 
lecture  was  fixed  for  Tuesday  Evening,  November  6 — Course 
to  be  continued  on  the  evenings  of  each  Tuesday,  Thursday  and 
Saturday,  until  completed. 

It  is  with  great  regret  we  are  compelled  to  announce  that 
the  result  of  this  course  was  far  from  satisfactory.       This 
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was  owing  to  several  causes — the  terrible  catastrophe  at  the 
Gasconade,  on  the  1st  of  November,  was  of  so  recent  a  date  as 
still  to  completely  absorb  public  attention.  A  course  of  lec- 
tures before  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  was  an- 
nounced for  the  same  time — a  portion  of  them  for  the  same 
evenings.  These  two  causes  combined  to  prevent  a  large  sale 
of  season  tickets  ;  but  the  main  reason  why  the  course  was  a 
losing  one  was  in  the  simple  fact  that  people  could  not  hear  the 
lecturer ;  he  could  not  make  himself  distinctly  understood  by 
his  audience,  and  a  majority  of  those  who  bought  single  tick- 
ets for  the  first  lectures  did  not  return  again,  and  by  their  re- 
port deterred  others  from  coming. 

The  receipts  from  Professor  Silliman's  lectures  were  $1,483- 
30— the  expenses,  $2,752  16  ;  showing  a  loss  of  $1,268  86. 
This  sum  we  were  enabled  to  make  up  by  voluntary  contribu- 
tion from  your  friends,  thus  preventing  any  actual  loss  to  the 
Association.  At  the  solicitation  of  some  of  our  members, 
Professor  Silliman  consented  to  give  another  lecture  upon  the 
'Geology  of  our  own  State,  but  more  particularly  referring 
to  the  mineral  resources  of  St.  Louis  and  its  vicinity.  This 
lecture  was  delivered  on  Tuesday  evening,  December  4th; 
the  receipts  wers  $56  75,  and,  as  it  was  entirely  gratuitous  on 
the  part  of  Professor  Silliman,  the  whole  of  this  sum,  less  the 
expense  of  advertising,  came  into  the  Treasury. 

The  Lecture  Committee  had  great  hope  of  securing  a  course 
of  four  lectures  from  Mr.  Thackeray,  but  learned,  late  in  the 
season,  that  he  could  not  come  west  before  Spring.  The  Com- 
mittee did  not  deem  it  advisable  to  make  an  engagement 
pledging  their  successors,  and  the  matter  was  left  open  for  the 
'action  of  the  next  Board.  We  had  the  promise  of  a  lecture 
from  the  Hon.  Edward  Bates,  and  we  feel  sure  that  Mr.  Bates 
Would  have  taken  much  pleasure  in  fulfilling  his  promise,  but 
for  the  unfortunate  accident  by  which  he  was  lamed  so  severe- 
ly  as  to  prevent  his  attendance  to  his  own  professional  duty. 

BOOKS. 

:    Since  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report,  we  have  added,  by 
fravchase,  714  volumes,  for  which  we  have  paid  $1,235  19.    In 
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this  we  do  not  include  the  books  bought  to  replace  those  that 
were  burnt.  Donations  of  books  during  the  year  amount  to 
433  volumes,  valued  at  350  45.  The  whole  number  of  volumes 
added  is  1,147,  so  that,  according  to  the  records,  the  total  num- 
ber of  volumes  belonging  to  the  Library  should  be  13,089. 

The  last  Board  of  Direction  reported  161  volumes  as  missing, 
but  thought  the  majority  of  them  would  be  found.  Unfortu- 
nately this  does  not  prove  to  be  the  case,  and  a  complete  and 
thorough  examination  made  at  the  usual  time  discloses  the  fact 
that  there  are  missing  237  volumes,  which  cannot  be  accounted 
for ;  for  a  list  of  the  missing  books  we  refer  you  to  the  report' 
of  the  Examining  Committee,  which  can  be  found  in  the  Re- 
cord Book. 

We  see  no  way  by  which  this  loss  of  books  can  be  prevented 
but  to  lock  the  cases,  so  that  books  could  not  be  taken,  save  as 
issued  by  the  Librarian,  and  let  him  be  wholly  responsible  for 
their  safe  keeping.  We  are  aware,  that  in  the  present  incom- 
plete state  of  the  catalogue,  this  would  prove  a  serious  annoy- 
ance to  the  members,  but  trust,  that  during  the  coming  year, 
the  new  Board  of  Direction  may  be  able  to  remedy  this  defect 
in  the  catalogue,  and  thus  preclude  the  possibility  of  reasonable 
objection  on  the  part  of  those  using  the  Library. 

We  have  the  pleasure  of  recording  a  very  marked  increase 
in  the  number  of  readers,  and  of  books  issued.  During  the  year 
15,219  volumes  have  been  issued  to  1,021  readers ;  an  increase, 
.as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  of  151  readers,  and  4,236 
yolumes  issued.  Want  of  means  prevented  our  purchasing 
many  rare  or  costly  works,  but  among  a  number  of  others 
worthy  of  notice  acquired  during  the  year,  we  find  the  fallowing: 

Domesday  Book,  2  vols.,  fol.  1783. 

I/Art  de  Verifier  les  Dates,  43  vols.,  8vo.,  1819 — 42. 

Tillemont's  Memoires  pour  L'Histoire  Ecclesiastique,  16  vols.,  4to.,  Paris, 

1693-1712. 
Charlevoix's  Histoire  da  Japon,  6  vols.,  12mo.,  Paris,  1745. 
A  new  copy  of  Waverly  Novels.  l 

A  new  copy  of  Cooper's  Works. 
Encyclopedia  Perfhensis,  24  vols.,  8vo.,  Perth. 
*'  *    Zachary  Grey's  Hudibras,  2  vols.,  8voi,  London,  1744. 

Norton's  Evidences  of  Genuineness  of  Gospels,  3  vols.,  Svo.  v 
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Llorente's  History  of  the  Inquisition  in  Spain,  Bra.,  1827, 
Cavendish's  Life  of  Cardinal  Wolsey,  2  vols.,  8vo.,  London,  1825. 
Waagen's  Treasures  of  Art  in  Great  Britain,  3  vols.,  8vo.,  London,  1854. 
Diplomatic  Correspondence  of  U.  S.,  1783-1780,  7  vols.,  8vo. 
Friends'  Library,  14  vols.,  Philadelphia,  8vo.,  1837-50. 
Rochefort's  Histoire  des  Antilles,  4to.,  1C65. 
New  York  Presbyterian,  1838-1854. 

Molina's  Vocabulario  en  Lengua  Mexicana,  4to.,  Mexico,  1571. 
Oeuvres  Completes  de  Saint  Pierre,  17  vols.,  24mo.,  Paris,  1823. 
Gesprachen  in  dem  Reiche  derer  Todten,  17  vols.,  4to.,  Leipzig,  1720-40. 

For  donations  of  books  and  pamphlets  during  the  past  year, 
thanks  are  due  as  follows : 


Thos.  L.  Snead, 

Henry  T.  Tomlinson, 

Isaac  H.  Eeim, 

J.  Mont.  Douglass, 

C.  H.  Cottnam, 

James  E.  Yeatman, 

Robt.  R.  Jackway, 

Hon.  Henry  S.  Geyer, 

Hon.  Thomas  H.  Benton, 

Edwin  Ryland, 

C.  M.  McClung, 

John  H.  Tice, 

Rev.  T.  M.  Post, 

United  States  Senate, 
'  Jas.  Smith,  Jr., 

J.  A.  Rogers, 

J.  W.  Skinner, 

Gratz  A.  Moses, 

John  H.  Young, 

Major  G.  C.Sibley,  of  St.  Charles, 

J.  S.  Loring,  Boston, 

H.  C.  Cary,  Philadelphia, 

Society  of  Friends,    " 

Chamber  Com.,  St.  Louis, 

Smithsonian    Institute,  Washing- 
ton City,  D.  C, 

Young  Mens'  Merc.  Lib.    Associa- 
tion, Cincinnati,  Ohio, 

Young    Mens'    Association,    Mil- 
waukie,  Wis., 

Merc.  Lib.  Ass'n.,  Boston, 

Merc.    Lib.  Ass'n.  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, Cal., 


S.  Levering, 

Ad.  Paul, 

Stephen  Massock,  Jr.r 

C.  D.  Drake, 
Lucien  Carr, 
0,  Packard, 
Geo.  Scott, 
Isidor  Busch, 
Thos.  Harris, 
W.  A.  Gregory, 
Wm.  H.  Tomlinson, 
Edwards  &  Bushnell, 
Edward  Crapsey, 

E.  K.  Woodward, 

D.  J.  Dickey, 

B.  F.  Shuter, 
R.  K.  Woods, 
John  Simonds, 

Dan  Dana,  Jr.,  New  York, 

S.  Cochran,  New  York, 

G.    &    C.    Men-ram,    Springfield 

Mass. , 
Young  Mens'  Association,  Buffalo 

N.  Y., 
William  Ives,  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 

C.  A.  Clark,        "  « 
National  Observatory  at  Washing- 
ton City,  D.  C, 

Library  Company,  Philadelphia. 

Bible  Revision  Association,  Louis- 
ville, Ky., 

Providence  Atheneum,  of  Provi- 
dence, R.  I., 
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The  following  city  publications  are  given  to  us,  free  of  charge: 

Missouri  Democrat,  Missouri  Republican, 

St.  Louis  Intelligencer,  St.  Louis  Evening  News, 

Evening  Mirror,  Anzeiger  des  Westens, 

Morning  Herald,  St.  Louis  Presbyterian, 

Western  Journal,  Central  Christian  Advocate, 

St.  Louis  Luminary,  Western  Watchman, 

Leader,  Cumberland  Presbyterian, 

St.  Louis  Med.  &  Surg.  Journal,  Presbyterian  Recorder, 

The  following  from  abroad : 

Pioneer,  San  Francisco,  Independent  Enterprise,  Columbus, 

Herald,     "            "  Ohio. 

Spirit  of  Missions,  of  New  York  city,  Vincennes  Gazette, 

Daily  Sun,  Cincinnati,  American  Mining  Chroniele  of  New 

Quincy  Republican,  York. 

Through  the  kindness  of  one  of  the  members,  Mr.  C.  W. 
Marsh,  we  intimated  to  his  brother,  the  Rev.  D  wight  W.  Marsh, 
Missionary  at  Mosul,  that  the  Association  would  esteem  it  a  pri- 
vilege to  possess  some  of  the  remarkable  relics  that  were  being 
excavated  from  the  ruins  of  Nineveh.  Our  application  met 
with  great  success,  and  by  the  following  letter  received  from 
Mr.  Marsh,  you  will  learn  that  yours,  one  of  the  youngest  insti- 
tutions in  the  New  World,  is  likely  soon  to  be  placed  in  posses- 
sion of  an  evidence  of  the  state  of  art  in  the  oldest  community 
of  whose  existence  we  have  a  record. 

MOSUL,  Thubsday,  Aug.  9th,  1855. 

To  the  President  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Association,  St,  Louis,  Mo. 

Dbab  Sib  : — I  learned  from  my  brother,  that  the  Mercantile  Library  of  St. 
Louis  would  be  glad  to  procure  one  of  the  remarkable  relics  of  Assyrian  glory. 
There  are  now  slabs  from  Nimrood  in  Yale,  Williams  and  Amherst  colleges,  and 
others  on  way  for  Dartmouth,  Amherst  and  Williams,  and  the  Connecticut 
Historical  Society  at  Hartford. 

The  sculpture  for  St  Louis,  is  what  is  called  a.  Cone  figure,  from  the  cone 
held  in  the  right  hand,*  is  of  heroic  size,  and  is  winged  like  Ezekiel's  Cherubim; 
a  fine  specimen  of  these  wonderful  ruins.  The  border  of  the  sacred  tree,  for 
each  side,  add  much  to  its  value.  It  is  contained  in  five  cases,  marked  St. 
Louis,  and  numbered  and  consigned  to  J.  M.  Gordon,  Esq.,  Missionary  House, 
Boston,  or  A.  Merwin,  Esq.,  Bible  House,  New  York,  for  A.  Vinson,  Esq.  or  C 
W.  Marsh,  St.  Louis. 

These  boxes  left  Mosul  July  23d,  by  a  caravan  of  about  one  thousand  camels, 
through  the  Desert,  for  Aleppo.  The  cost  to  the  sea  coast  has  been  $  57  76. 
There  will  be  probably  a  small  charge  at  the  sea  coast j  possibly  the  ocean 
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freight  may  be  paid  on  tbli  tide.    As  toon  m  I  learn,  I  will  Inform  yon.    The 
ressel  may  reach  Boston  or  New  York  in  January.    We  rejoice  greatly  in  har- 
ing  procured  such  valuable  specimens  for  the  United  States,  and  I  think  yon 
will  admire  these  sculptures,  if  they  reach  the  United  States  safely. 
Hoping  that  your  Association  mayAbe  crowned  with  abundant  success, 

I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

DWIGHT  W.  MARSH. 

The  Hon.  H.  C.  Carey  r  of  Philadelphia,  having  been  inform- 
ed that  we  were  without  a  complete  edition  of  his  works,  with 
a  prompt  kindness,  which  we  highly  appreciate,  immediately 
sent  us  the  volumes  lacking. 

From  the  Society  of  Friends,  Philadelphia,  we  have  received 
a  donation  of  47  volumes,  that  from  their  intrinsic  worth,  form 
a  very  valuable  addition  to  your  library. 

To  Wm.  M.  Morrison,  Esq.,  we  are  indebted  for  several 
documents  of  great  interest,  as  forming  part  of  the  Territorial 
History  of  Missouri,  and  also  for  a  number  of  old  bank  bills, 
curious  specimens  of  engraving  and  typography. 

Mr.  Ives,  Librarian  of  Young  Men's  Association  at  Buffalo, 
has  presented  us  with  two  autographs  of  Aaron  Burr,  of  great 
value  as  mementos  of  a  remarkable  man,  whose  name  is  closely 
identified  with  the  history  of  this  valley. 

A  number  of  friends  have  presented  to  you  a  fine  bust  of  our 
highly  esteemed  fellow-citizen,  M.  Tarver,  Esq.,  senior  editor 
of  the  Western  Journal  and  Civilian.  It  is  the  work  of  that 
distinguished  artist,  Col.  Waugh,  and  in  its  execution  does  full 
justice  to  his  high  reputation. 

For  donations  of  stock  in  the  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Com- 
pany, you  are  under  obligations  to 

John  Sharp,  2  shares.  Jno.  C.  Powell,  10  shares. 

J.  F.  Thornton,  5  "  B.  B.  Carr,  5  « 

W.  T.  Hazard,  6      «  H.  P.  Breed,  1  « 

Wm.  Anderson,  Esq.,  has  presented  us  with  a  revolutionary 
document  of  much  interest.  It  is  an  address  to  the  Merchants 
of  Philadelphia,  in  reference  to  the  non-importation  of  goods 
from  Great  Britain  during  the  continuance  of  certain  acts  of 
Parliament,  and  is  dated  25th  April,  1768. 
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The  statue  of  Webster,  presented  to  you  by  Henry  D.  Bacon, 
Esq.9  arrived  early  in  the  spring,  and  was  safely  placed  in  its 
present  position.  It  was  a  magnificent  gift,  worthy  of  the  giver. 
It  is  said  to  be  a  very  correct  likeness  of  the  great  states* 
man  as  he  appeared  in  his  latter  years,  and  competent  judges 
have  pronounced  it  an  exhibition  of  artistic  skill  that  reflects 
great  credit  to  the  genius  of  the  sculptor,  Mr-  Louis  Verhaegan. 
From  its  intrinsic  merit,  and  the  undying  fame  of  the  subject, 
it  must  ever  be  a  prominent  object  of  interest,  and  after  gen* 
erations  will  mention,  with  words  of  warmest  praise,  the  name 
of  him  by  whose  munificence  the  speaking  marble  transmits  to 
them  the  lineaments  of  one  whom  the  whole  world  honored 
while  living — whose  death  a  nation  mourned* 

The  resolutions  adopted  at  the  last  annual  meeting,  express* 
ive  of  your  gratitude  to  Mr.  Bacon,  for  this  and  many  other 
evidences  of  his  friendship,  were  duly  sent  to  him.  We  also 
preferred  your  request  that  he  would  cause  his  portrait  to  be  paint- 
ed at  your  expense,  in  order  that  it  might  be  hung  in  the  Libra. 
ry  Room,  a  memento  of  your  gratitude  to  the  man  who  pecu- 
niarily had  done  more  than  any  other  towards  advancing  your 
Institution  to  its  present  high  position.  In  his  reply  to  our 
communication,  Mr.  Bacon  expressed  himself  as  highly  honored 
by  this  -mark  of  your  appreciation,  and  promised  a  compliance 
with  your  request  as  soon  as  his  business  would  permit.  We 
understand  the  portrait  has  been  commenced,  but  circumstances 
have  delayed  its  completion.  We  trust,  at  another  annual 
meeting,  it  will  grace  our  walls,  and  hope  that  long  ere  that, 
the  sun  of  returning  prosperity  will  have  dissipated  the  mists 
which  obscure  the  fortunes  of  one  who  has  proved  himself  so 
much  the  friend  of  your  Association. 

You  are  indebted  to  E.  B.  Mason,  Esq.,  for  a  magnificent 
bust  of  Columbus ;  it  is  the  finest  Carrara  marble;  and  from  the 
studio  of  an  eminent  sculptor  at  Borne.  You  are  indeed  for- 
tunate in  thus  possessing  such  lasting  memorials  of  those  whose 
names  are  inseparably  connected  with  American  history. 
Works  of  art,  objects  of  curiosity,  or  relics  of  antiquity,  are 
at  all  times  acceptable  gifts  to  an  institution  like  ours,  and 
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should  be  received  with  lively  gratitude ;  but  more  especially 
should  we  cherish  those  things  which,  appertaining  to  the  his- 
tory of  our  own  country,  speak  to  us  of  that  history,  and,  re- 
minding us  of  the  virtues  or  errors,  social  or  political,  of  they 
who  have  gone  before  us,  point  the  way  to  emulate  the  one  or 
avoid  the  other. 

Your  property  is  insured  as  follows : 

American  Insurance  Company $5,700 

Atlantic  Mutual ...5,000 

Lumbermen's  and  Mechanics' 4,000 

Phoenix 2,000 

Home  Mutual « * 3,000 

Agency  Delaware  Mutual  Safety 5,000 

In  all : $24,700 

At  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report  you  owned  ten  hundred 
and  eight  shares  of  the  stock  in  Library  Hall  Company,  par  value 
ten  thousand  and  eighty  dollars  ;  since  then  there  has  been  ac- 
quired, in  exchange  for  membership,  425  shares,  and  by  dona- 
tion, 31  shares,  so  that  the  Association  now  owns  1464  shares 
or  $14,640  00  of  this  stock. 

Tour  gain  in  property  during  the  year  is,  in  books  and  peri- 
odicals, $1,085  16 ;  works  of  Art,  $3,725  00 ;  Stock  in  Li- 
brary Hall  Company,  4,560  00;  Furniture,  $1,962  74;  making 
a  total  gain  of  $11,333  90,  and  the  Association  is  entirely  free 
from  debt,  except  in  its  connection  with  the  Library  Hall  Com- 
pany. The  value  of  your  property,  as  reported  by  the  last 
Board,  was  $34,683  03 ;  from  which  take  the  usual  discounts 
put  to  profit  and  loss,  and  add  the  gain  of  the  past  year,  and 
you  have  a  total  of  $45,838  61,  as  the  value  of  your  property 
at  the  present  time. 

With  this  report  closes  the  official  history  of  the  first  ten 
years  of  your  existence  as  an  Association.  It  is  a  history  of 
which  you  may  well  be  proud.  But  a  single  decade,  yet  how 
fruitful  in  great  results  accomplished,  and  the  partial  achieve- 
ment of  others  grander  still,  for  the  completion  of  which  there 
is  fair  promise.  The  germ  of  this  hope,  is  already  in  the  bud ; 
it  is  for  you  of  the  present  time  to  say  whether  the  bud  shall 
wither  or  blossom  unto  fruit.     The  strongest  hopes  of  the  most 
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sanguine  among  that  little  group  which  ten  years  since  resolved 
that  it  was  "expedient  and  proper  that  a  Mercantile  Library 
Association  be  formed  in  this  city,"  could  not  have  shadowed 
forth  to  his  imagination  the  exhibit  of  this  evening.  A  mem- 
bership of  nearly  twelve  hundred,  the  noble  library  room,  so 
brilliantly  lighted,  so  comfortably  furnished,  and  the  splendid 
book  cases  well  filled  with  good  books  ;  paintings  and  statuary? 
too,  are  yours ;  the  conceptions  of  genius  from  many  hands  and 
various  countries  are  around  you.  From  imperial  Rome  comes 
the  bust  of  the  great  discoverer  of  this  mighty  continent,  while 
by  its  side  a  St.  Louis  artist  places  the  likeness  of  one  who  has 
done  your  own  state  good  service ;  and  standing  in  the  centre 
of  all  these,  is  the  life  size  image  of  him  who  won  for  himself 
the  proud  title  of  the  Great  Defender,  and  so  it  is,  that  at  the 
expiration  of  the  first  ten  years,  your  institution,  commencing 
with  nothing,  is  the  owner  of  property  valued  at  forty-five 
thousand  dollars.  Whence  came  it  ?  How  was  it  acquired  ? 
There  was  no  rich  endowment  yielding  its  annual  income,  to 
be  thus  expended,  but  each  board  of  directors  found  themselves, 
at  the  commencement  of  their  official  term  with  an  empty  treas- 
ury and  entirely  dependent  upon  public  favor  for  the  means  to 
carry  out  their  plans,  and  it  is  solely  owing  to  the  large  spirit- 
ed beneficence  of  our  citizens  that  your  Association  has  made 
such  progress — a  progress  without  parallel  in  the  history  of  any 
similar  institution.  The  glow-worm  light  of  its  first  existence, 
faint  and  glimmering  as  it  was,  has  steadily  increased  each  year, 
burning  brighter  and  brighter,  until  we  have  now  the  effulgent 
beacon  scattering  its  beams  far  and  wide,  lighting  the  paths  of 
numberless  seekers  after  knowledge.  See  ye  to  it  that  the  lamp 
lacks  not  for  oil,  and  that  none  but  careful  guardians  are 
appointed  to  watch  its  trimming. 

Respectfully  submitted,  on  behalf  of  the  Board, 

JOHN  T.  DOUGLASS,  President. 
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BOARDS  OP  DIRECTION,  1851-'56. 


For  1851. 
Alfred  Vinton,  President. 
Jas.  E.  Ybatman,  Vice  President. 
Robert  M.  Renigk,  Treasurer. 
Conrad  R.  Stinde,  Secretary. 

directors : 

Hudson  E.  Bridge, 
George  Collier, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison, 
John  A.  Allen, 
Oliver  D.  Fillet. 

For  1852. 

Alfred  Vinton,  President. 

H.  D.  Bacon,  V.  P.  and  Treasurer. 

John  A.  Allen,  Secretary. 
directors : 
*  George  Collier, 
Conrad  R.  Stinde, 
James  E.  Ybatman, 
Hudson  E.  Bridge, 
Wm.  M,  Morrison, 
Wayman  Crow. 

For  1855. 
Alfred  Vinton,  President. 
Wayman  Crow,  Vice  President, 
f  Seth  A.  Ranlett,  Treasurer, 
f  Jas.  Smith,  Jr.,  Secretary. 

directors : 
f  Robert  K.  Woods, 
Hudson  E.  Bridge, 
Henry  D.  Bacon, 
Jas.  E.  Yeatman, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison, 


For  1853. 
Alfred  Vinton,  President. 
Jas.  E.  Yeatman,  Vice  President 
Henry  D.  Bacon,  Treasurer. 
John  A.  Allen,  Secretary, 

directors: 

Hudson  E.  Bridge, 

Wayman  Crow, 

Conrad  R.  Stinde, 

Solon  Humpuueys, 

Wm.  M.  Morrison. 

For  1854. 
Alfred  Vinton,  President. 
Jas.  E.  Yeatman,  Vice  President. 
Herny  D.  Bacon,  Treasurer. 
John  A.  Allen,  Secretary. 
directors : 

Hudson  E.  Bridge, 

Wayman  Crow, 

Conrad  R.  Stinde, 

Solon  Humphreys, 

Wm.  M.  Morrison, 

For  1856. 
Jas.  E.  Yeatman,  President. 
Jno.  T.  Douglass,  Vice  President 
Seth  A.  Ranlett,  Treasurer. 
Jas.  Smith,  Jr.,  Secretary. 

directors: 
Wayman  Crow, 
Carlos  S.  Greeley, 
Robt.  E.  Woods, 
Henry  D.  Bacon, 
Edwd.  P.  Curtis, 


♦Giojwi  Coram,  deceased  July  18, 1852,  and  Jamis  H.  Lucas  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy,  Octo- 
ber 18, 1862. 

fMessrs.  Luom,  Brown,  and  Alkxandto  elected  Director!  at  Fifth  Annual  Election,  January 
16th,  1866,  being  ineligible,  a  Special  Election  waa  ordered,  and  held  on  26th  February,  1866,  at 
which  MeavfTBAVUR,  Smith,  Jb.,  and  Woods,  were  choeen  to  nil  the  vacancies. 
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ANNUAL.    MEETING 

OF   THE 

MERCANTILE  LIBRARY  HALL  COMPANY. 
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Tho  fifth  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Mer- 
cantile Library^Hall  Company  was  held  in  the  Library  Building, 
January  21st,  1856,  at  7£  P.  M. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  Alfred  Vinton,  up- 
on whose  motion  Mr.  John  T.  Douglass  was  made  Chairman. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Alexander,  Chas.  L.  Sogers  was 
elected  Secretary. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting  were  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

Mr.  S.  A.  Ranlett,  Treasurer,  read  his  report,  which,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Alexander,  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Wm.  M.  Morrison,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  reported  that  said  committee  had  examined  the 
accounts  of  the  Treasurer,  and  found  the  same  to  be  correct, 
which  report  was  duly  accepted. 

Mr.  Alfred  Vinton,  President  of  the  Company,  read  the 
annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  which,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  do.  R.  Robinson,  was  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Gilman,  the  reports  of  the  Mer- 
cantile Library  Hall  Company,  and  the  proceedings  of  this 
meeting,  were  ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  annual  report  of 
the  Mercantile  Library  Association. 

Whereupon,  an  election  for  nine  Directors,  to  serve  the  ensu- 
ing year,  was  held  in  accordance  with  the  charter,  by  inspectors 
duly  authorized. 
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The  Inspectors  reported  as  follows : 

In  conformity  with  the  Constitution,  and  pursuant  kto  notice  given  in  the 
public  prints,  an  election  was  held  in  the  Library  Room  of  the  Mercantile 
Library  Association,  on  Monday,  the  21st  day  of  January,  1856,  between  the 
hours  of  seven  and  nine  o'clock,  P.  M.,  for  nine  Directors  of  the  Mercantile 
Library  Hall  Company,  to  sdrvc  during  the  year  1856,  at  which  election  Wm. 
H.  Gilman,  R.  J.  Lockwood,  C.  M.  McClung  and  Saml.  Copp,  Jr.,  acted  as  in- 
spectors, having  been  previously  appointed  as  such  by  a  resolution  of  the 
Board,  and  who  make  the  following  report,  to  wit : 

James  E.  Yeatman  received 3074  votes. 

Robt.  K.  Woods  " 3074 

S.  A.  Ranlett  "       3074 

James  Smith,  Jr.  "       3074 

Wayman  Crow  "       3074 

H.  D.  Bacon  "       , 3027 

John  T.  Douglass  "       3014 

E.  P.Curtis  "       i. 2927 

C.  S.  Greely  "       2437 

We,  the  undersigned,  inspectors,  appointed  to  superintend  an  election  for 
Directors  to  serve  the  present  year  in  the  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company,  do 
certify,  that  the  above  named  nine  gentlemen,  having  receiyed  the  largest  num- 
ber of  votes,  are  duly  elected  as  above. 

WM.  H.  GILMAN, 
R.  J.  LOCKWOOD, 
C.  M.  McCLUNG,    v 
SAML.  COPP,  Jr.      ,. 
St.  Louis,  January  21st,  1856. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  M.  McClung,  the  proceedings  of  this 
meeting  were  ordered  to  be  published  in  the  city  papers. 

John  T.  Douglass,  Chairman. 
Chas.  L.  Rogers,  Sec'y. 

St.  Louis,  January  21st,  1856. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


H.  D.  Bacon,  Treasurer,  in  account  vnth  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company. 

To  Balance, $97  09    By  warrant  No.  87, $100  00 

"  Stock  from  Dent 50  00      "        "         "    88, 100  00 

"      "        "     Case, 100  00    By  Dis.  on  currency, 75 

Balance, 46  34 


$247  09  $247   09 

April  1,  1855. 


S.  A.  Ranlbtt,  Treavurer%  in  account  with  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company. 

1855.  Dr. 

Apl.    1     To  Bal.  from  H.  D.    Bacon,  Tr $        46  34 

Mar.  24      "  Cash  Rec'd  of  Building  Committee 475  58 

Ap.    14      "    "  "    On  note  due   1856, 10,000  00 

"      27      "    "  "       "        "     "     1857, 10,000  00 

May    4      "    "  "      "        "    «    1858, 10,000  00 

"       4      «    "  "       "        «     "     1860, 10,000  00 

"       4      "Exchange, 48  40 

"     24      "  Rent  of  Mercantile  Library  Association, 1,200  00 

Aug.    8      "Stock  sub.  Goodin, 25  00 

Dec.  15      "    "         "    Harlow, 12  50 

1856 
Jan.   11      "  Mercantile  Library  Association, 3,198  02 

"       11     "        "  "  "  cash  due  bills, 683  85 

$45,689  69 

1855.  Cb. 

April  1    By  note  paid  Dr.  Bast, $  9,195  66 

"   26      "  Acknowledging  and  recording  Deed 2  40 

May    1      "  Cash  Paid  for  Seals  of  Company, 15  00 

"      1      "  W.  M.  Morrison,  loan  and  interest, 2,15867 

"       3      M  A.  Vinton,  "  .  "  "     8,908  12 

"       3      "H.  E.  Bridge,  "     "  "    4,412  25 

"      10     «  H.  D.  Bacon,         "     ««  "     11,304  81 

"      10     "  Note  to  Citizen's  Insurance  Company, ,.3,000  00 

"      10     "  Cash  Paid  Insurance,  6  Policies. 482  00 

"     10     "  Sewer, 80  62 

Amount  over $39,559  53 


1855 

June 

9 

it 

9 

Aug 

25 

Oct 

6 

u 

27 

K 

27 

Dec. 

-18 

1856. 

Jan. 

9 

Jan, 

10 

30 


Amount  over $39,559  53 

By  Printing  Blanks, 1  50 

"  Democrat  office, 8  00 

"  Mr.  Anderson,  clerk, 150  00 

"  Interest  on  note  $10,000  00 502  50 

"        M         "     "        30,000  00 1,500  00 

"  Exchange  on  1000  00 5  00 

"  Acknowledging  and  recording  lease, 5  25 


"  Republican  Office, 19  00 

"  Insurance  in  Atlantic,  Pacific,  United  States  \  3g0  Q0 

and  Lumbermen's  offices,  J 

Jan.  11     "  Balance,  including  due  bills,  $683  85 3,588  91 

$45,689  69 
S.  A.  RANLETT,  Treasurer. 

BALANCE    SHEET. 

<5ash, $    2,905  06     Bills  Payable, $  51,752  50 

Bills  Receivable, 683  85     Stock, - 97,426  00 

Clerk  Hire, 150  00 

St.  Louis  Mer.  Lib.  Ass 6,770  65 

Interest  account, 10,338  37 

Hall  Company  Building,... .127,936  42 

Expense  account, 44  15 

Insurance, 350  00 


$149,178  50  $149,178  50 


REPORT     OF 

COMMITTEE  OF  WAYS  AND  MEANS. 


—  • » 


The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  the  Mercantile  Li- 
brary Hall  Company  have  examined  the  account  of  S.  A.  Ranlett, 
Treasurer,  to  January  16th,  1856,  and  find  the  same  correct. 

WM.  M.  MORRISON,  Chairman. 


ACCOUNT    CURRENT 


BETWEEN  THE 


MERCANTILE  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION  AND  THE  LIBRARY  HALL  COMPANY. 


1855.  Dr. 

Aug.  25.  To  Insurance  since  July   1st,  1854,  to  date, $1,132  6$ 

"    Rent  of  Hall  from  July  1st,  '54,  to  Jan.  1st,  '55,  4,200  00 
"    Sewer  tax  paid  10th  May,  1855, 80  62" 

$5,413  28 

1854                                              Ck. 
Kov.  23     By  Check, ,..., $1,500  00 

1855. 
Jan.     1      "  Cash, 1,672  99 

"        1      "  Note  of  H.  Hitchcock  and  others, 444  40 

June    9      "  Cash, 1,200  00 

Balance, 595  89 

$5,413  28 

Dr. 

To  Balance, $  595  89 

Sept.  26  "    Insurance  St.  Louis  Ins.  Co.  to  Sept.  26,  1856,....  100  00 

"     26  "  "        Union         "      "       50  00 

"     26"  "        State  Mutual     "       90  00 

Pec.    31  "    Rent  of  Hall  from  Jan.  1,  1855  to  Jan.  1,  1856  8,400  00 
Extra  Interest  on  $9,195  66,  from  July  1,  1854 

to  April  4, 1855 — 9  mon.  4  days,  at  4  p.  cent.    279  97 
Extra  Interest  on  $10,000  00,  from  April  4, 

1855,  to  Jan.  1,  1856,  at  4  per  cent 300  00 

Extra  Interest  on  $30,000  00  from  Apl.  20, 

1855,  to  Jan.  1,  1856—8  m.  11  d.  at  4  p.  ct   836  66 


St.  Louis,  January  1st,  1856. 


$10,652  52 
S.  A.  RANLETT,  Sec.,  pro  tm. 
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BOARD   OF  DIRECTORS 

OP   TH  E 

MERCANTILE  LIBRARY  HALL  COMPANY  OF  ST.  LOUIS, 

TO    THE    STOCKHOLDERS. 
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Gentlemen  : — We  beg  to  refer  you  to  the  report  of  your  , 
Treasurer>  S.  A.  Ranlett,   Esq.,   herewith  submitted,  for  a 
financial  statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  Company,  for  the  last 
twelve  months. 

All  the  floating  debts  of  the  Company  at  the  date  of  the  last 
annual  report,  have  been  since  paid  by  the  Treasurer,  upon  the 
audit  of  your  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  composed  of 
Messrs.  William  M.  Morrison,  Esq.,  Wayman  Crow,  Esq.,  and 
Robert  K.  Woods,  Esq.  Six  per  cent,  interest,  only,  Mfas 
charged  upon  loans  to  the  Company  then  outstanding.  These 
debts,  which  were  fully  stated  in  the  last  annual  report,  were 
paid  with  money  borrowed  upon  the  bills  payable  of  the  Com- 
pany, as  follows,  viz : 

The  note  of  the  Company,  endorsed  by  the  Directors,  dated 
April  4th,  1855,  at  twelve  months,  for  $10,000  borrowed  of  Dr. 
Bast,  at  1 0  per  cent,  interest.  Similar  notes,  at  six  and  twelve 
months  from  same  date,  were  given  for  the  interest  upon  same, 
of  which  the  six  months  note,  for  $502  50,  was  paid  at  matu- 
rity. 

In  March  last,  Wayman  Crow,  Esq.,  one  of  your  Board,  be- 
ing about  to  proceed  eastward,  was  empowered  to  negotiate  a 
loan  at  best  attainable  rate  of  interest,  not  exceeding  ten  per 
cent,   per  annum,  sufficient  to  pay  off  the  remaining  floating 
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debt  of  the  Company.  In  April,  Mr.  Crow  reported  to  the 
Board  that  he  had  arranged  for  twenty  thousand  dollars  ($20,- 
000)  from  James  T.  Furniss,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia,  and  for 
ten  thousand  dollars  ($10,000)  from  John  Tilden,Esq.,  of  this 
city,  all  at  ten  per  cent,  interest.  Mr.  Crow's  report  was  ac- 
cepted, his  action  confirmed,  and  the  Board  instructed  the 
officers  of  the  Company  to  issue  the  notes  of  the  Company,  en- 
dorsed by  the  Directors,  for  these  loans,  and  also  a  note  for  the 
interest  on  same,  and  also  to  execute  a  deed  of  trust  upon  the 
Library  Building,  to  John  R.  Shepley  and  P.  E.  McCreery 
Esqs.,  for  the  security  of  the  Directors  on  account  of  these  en- 
dorsements of  the  obligations  of  the  Company.  The  deed  of 
trust  was  executed  and  duly  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  Re- 
corder of  the  county,  and  also  upon  your  minutes. 

These  loans  fall  due  as  follows,  viz: 

$10,000 due  April  4-7 1856. 

5,000 "    May        1 1857. 

5,000 "    Nov.        1 1857. 

10,000 "    Nov.        1 1858. 

10,000 «    May        1 1860. 

$40,000  with  notes  for  interest  at  the  rate  of  ten  per  cent  per  annum 
falling  due  semi-annually. 

The  Company  has  no  other  debt,  excepting  two  notes  to  Col. 
Brant,  for  land  bought  of  him,  both  dated  February  13,  1852, 
for  one  thousand  dollars  each,  bearing  6  per  cent,  interest,  and 
due  respectively,  February  13-16,  1856,  and  February  13-16, 
1857. 

A  lease  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Building  has  been 
executed  to  the  Mercantile  Library  Association  of  St.  Louis,  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Charter.  It  is  entered 
at  length  upon  your  minutes,  and  has  also  been  recorded  upon 
the  County  Records.  Certificates  of  stock  have  been  issued 
to  all  the  Stockholders  of  the  Company,  who  have  applied  for 
them. 

The  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Building  is  insured  as  follows,  viz: 

Merchants  Mutual  Insurance  Company $10,000 

Union  "  «        5,000 

United  States  "  "        10,000 

St.  Louis  "  "        10,000 
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Citizens' Insurance  Company, 10,000 

Missouri  State  Mutual  Insur.  Company  10,000 

Home  Mutual  "  "         7,000 

Lumbermen's  "  "         10,000 

Pacific  "  "         10,000 

Atlantic  "  "         5,000 

Total,  eighty-seven  thousand  dollars.  $87,000 

The  account  current  of  this  Company  with  the  Mercantile  Li- 
brary Association  of  St.  Louis,  prepared  by  your  Treasurer, 
and  herewith  submitted,  shows  that  on  the  31st  December, 
1855,  the  Association  was  indebted  to  this  Company  in  the  sum 
of  ten  thousand,  six  hundred  and  fifty-two  dollars  and  fifty-two 
cents  ($10,642  52-100.)  Since  that  date,  this  debt  has  been 
reduced  by  the  payment  of  thirty-eight  hundred,  eighty-one 
dollars  and  eighty-seven  cents,  (3,881  87-100)  to  the  sum  of 
sixty-seven  hundred  seventy  dollars  and  sixty -five  cents,  ($6,- 
770  65-100)  at  which  it  now  stands. 

The  report  of  John  T.  Douglass,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Mercantile  Library  Association,  made  at  its  annual  meeting  on 
the  15th  inst.,  states  the  receipts  of  the  Association,  on  account 
of  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Building,  during  the  year  then  just 
ended,  as  follows : 

From  Tenants $4,814  98 

From  Grand  Hall 1,725  00 

From  SmaU  Hall 1,148  75 

Total $7,688  73 

Of  this  sum  there  was  expended  as  follows : 

Janitor's  salary  and  extra  labor $867  50 

Fuel 389  15 

Gas 997  00 

Spring  doors  for  front  entrances 132  15 

Furniture  and  water  license,  $44,  of  which  say  half    22  00 

$2,407  80 
Repairs $177  08 

Add  for  water  license  as  above 22  00  —    199  08 — 2,606  88 

Leaving  as  net  receipts $5,081  85 

Five  thousand  and  eighty-one  doUars  and  eighty-five  cents  to  be  paid  over 
to  the  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company. 
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Section  fourth  of  your  charter  declares  that  the  Mercantile 
Library  Association  of  St,  Louis  "is  hereby  required  to  apply 
all  moneys  received  from  rents  of  the  Library  Building,  which 
may  remain  after  payment  of  taxes,  repairs,  insurance  and  inte- 
rest, to  the  re-imbursement  to  the  corporation  hereby  created 
of  its  outlay  for  grounds  and  building.' '  Under  the  operation 
of  this  clause  of  the  charter,  it  would  seem  as  if  the  "foregoing 
items,  amounting  to  $2,407  80-100,  are  payable  to  this  Com- 
pany, making  an  aggregate  for  the  year  1855  of  seven  thou- 
sand, four  hundred  eighty-nine  dollars  sixty-five  cents  ($7,489- 
65-100.)  This  net  revenue  from  the  building  would  have  paid 
the  interest  on  the  forty  thousand  dollars  borrowed  by  the  Com- 
pany, the  premiums  upon  insurance,  and  special  taxes,  and  have 
left  upwards  of  $2,500  to  be  applied  to  the  reduction  of  the  in- 
debtedness of  this  Company. 

At  your  last  annual  meeting  the  Stockholders  resolved, 
"That  no  interest  shall  be  paid  upon  the  stock  of  the  Mercantile 
Library  Hall  Company  until  the  entire  debt  of  the  Company 
is  paid."  By  this  vote,  as  well  as  by  every  consideration  of 
sound  policy,  it  is  the  duty  of  your  Directory  to  apply  the 
whole  of  the  net  receipts  of  the  Company  to  the  extinguish- 
ment of  its  debt.  It  is  believed  that  the  revenues  derivable 
from  the  Library  Hall  Building  will  annually  increase,  and  that 
with  the  aid  of  that  vigor  and  economy  of  administration  of  the 
affairs  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Association,  which  is  to  be  ex- 
pected from  the  merchants  having  them  in  charge,  that  there 
will  annually  be  reported  to  you  a  diminished  amount  of  debt, 
until  your  whole  debt  of  forty-two  thousand  dollars  is  paid  off. 
When  that  is  accomplished,  the  Mercantile  Library  Association 
will  rapidly  acquire  the  stock  of  this  Company,  and  at  no  dis- 
tant period  become  the  owners  of  the  ground  and  building,  now 
adorned  by  its  Library. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  on  behalf  of  the  Board 
of  Directors. 

ALFRED  VINTON,  President. 
St.  Louis,  Jan.  21s/,  1856. 
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TERMS  OF  MEMBERSHIP. 


[Extract  from  the  Constitution  of  the  St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Association  ] 

CHAPTER  I,  Article  m.  Any  person  engaged  in  xnejcantile  pursuits  may,  upon 
the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  beoome  a  member  of  this  Association,  on  the  fol- 
lowing terms:  Subscribing  the  constitution,  and,  if  a  clerk,  paying  an  initiation  fee  of 
two  dollars,  and  the  further  sum  of  seventy-five  cents  quarterly  in  advance  ;  and,  if  in 
business  on  his  own  account,  paying  an  initiation  fee  of  five  dollars,  and  the  further  sum 
of  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  semi-annually,  in  advance. 

Art.  5.  Persons  not  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  may,  upon  the  approval  of  the 
Board  of  Directors,  and  the  semi-annual  payment,  in  advance,  of  two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents,  become  beneficiary  members^  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  regular  membership, 
excepting  the  right  to  vote  and  hold  office. 

Art.  vi.  Any  person  paying  one  hundred  dollars  at  any  one  time,  shall  become  a  life 
member,  and,  if  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  shall  enjoy  the  full  privileges  of  mem- 
bership. 

RULES    FOB    THE    ISSUE    OF    BOOKS,    ETC. 

[Extract  from  Regulation*  of  the  Library.'] 

Art.  i.  The  Library  and  Beading  Booms  shall  be  open  every  day  from  9  o'clock,  A. 
m.,  until  10  o'clock,  p.  m.,  excepting  Sundays,  the  Fourth  of  July,  Christmas  and  New 
Year. 

Art.  n.  The  Librarian  shall  deliver  to  any  member  applying,  personally,  or  to  his 
written  order,  one  volume,  if  it  be  a  folio,  or  quarto;  and  one  book  or  set,  (not  ex- 
ceeding three  volumes,)  if  an  0ctavo,  a  duodecimo,  or  a  volume  of  less  size. 

Art.  xii.  Every  member  may  detain  each  bock  or  set,  delivered  as  aforesaid,  if  it  be 
a  folio  or  quarto,  four  weeks;  an  octavo,  three  weeks;  or  a  book  or  set  of  less  size,  two 
weeks;  except  new  publications,  which,  until  they  have  been  in  the  Library  two  months, 
shall  not  be  detained,  an  octavo,  longer  than  two  weeks,  and  books  of  less  size,  one  week, 
and  which  shall  not  be  renewed.  No  book  shall  be  reserved  by  the  Librarian  for  any  di- 
rector or  member. 

Art.  xtii,  Any  member  who  shall  detain  a  book  or  set  longer  than  the  time  above 
limited,  respectively,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  Librarian,  for  every  day  a  volume  is  so 
detained,  if  it  bo  a  folio,  four  cents;  a  quarto,  three  cents;  an  octavo,  two  cents;  if  it  be 
a  duodecimo,  or  smaller  volume,  or  pamphlet,  one  cent ;  Provided,  always,  if  a  whole  set 
be  taken  out,  and  a  part  be  detained  longer  than  the  time  above  limited,  the  fine  shall  be 
exacted  for  each  book  not  returned ;  and  if  such  book  bo  detained  one  week  beyond  the 
time  above  limited,  the  forfeiture  shall  he  double. 
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John  T.  Douglass,  President. 

Robert  M.  Renick,  Vice  President. 

Thomas  Brown,  Treasurer. 

Wm.  H.  Gilman,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

James  R.  Larkin,  Recording  Secretary. 

Albert  Pearce, 

James  J.  Cartledge, 

John  Goodin, 

Robt.  B.  Whittemore, 

James  Smith,  Jr., 

Geo.  P.  Doan, 

•Caltin  M.  Mc  Clung, 
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BOARD   OF  DIRECTION  FOR  1855. 


John  T.  Douglass,  President. 

M.  V.  L.  McClelland,  Vice  President. 

Thomas  Brown,  Treasurer. 

jChas.  L.  Rogers,  Recording  Secretary. 

John  D.  Stettinius,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

fjAMES  R.  Larkin,  ^ 

George  P.  Doan, 

James  Smith,  Jr., 

Calvin  M.  Mc  Clung, 

Geogre  Collier, 

Alfred  M.  Waterman, 

James  H.  McCulloch, 

*Calvin  M.  McCltjng  was  elected  on  May  23,  1854,  to  fill  vacancy,  caused  by  resig- 
nation of  H.  W.  Birge. 

| James  R.  Larkin  resigned  the  office  of  Recording  Secretary  on  23d  January,  1855,  and 
Charles  L.  Rogers  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy.  James  R.  Larkin  was  then  elected 
to  the  vacancy  in  the  Board,  caused  by  the  election  of  G.  L.  Rogers  to  the  office  of 
Recording  Secretary. 


Directors. 
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ANNUAL  MEETING. 


At  the  ninth  annual  meeting  of  the  St.  Louis  Mercantile  Li- 
brary Association,  held  at  the  Mercantile  Library  Hall,  on  the 
evening  of  the  9th  inst. ,  the  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  J. 
T.  Douglass,  Esq.,  upon  whose  motion,  Hon.  John  How 
was  called  to  the  chair,  and  Messrs.  J.  W.  Luke  and  J.  H. 
McCulloch,  were  appointed  secretaries. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown,  Treasurer  of  the  Association,  presented 
his  report,  which,  on  motion  of  J.  H.  Alexander,  Esq.,  was 
accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  minutes  of  this 
meeting. 

Mr.  Calvin  M.  McClung,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  that  they  had  examined  the  Treasurer's  ac- 
counts and  vouchers,  and  had  found  the  same  correct ;  which 
report  was  received  and  adopted. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Directors  was  presented 
and  read  by  the  President,  J.  T.  Douglass,  Esq.,  and  on  mo- 
tion of  Alfred  Vinton,  Esq.,  was  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M.  V.  L.  McClelland,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  is  hereby  instructed  to  have  twelve 
hundred  copies  of  tile  Reports  of  the  President,  Treasurer  and  Auditing  Com- 
mittee of  this  Association,  and  also  of  the  next  Annual  Report  of  the  Mercantile 
Library  Hall  Company,  printed  in  pamphlet  form,  for  gratuitous  distribution. 

On  motion  of  Wayman  Crow,  Esq.,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  members  of  this  Association  are  due  and 
are  hereby  tendered  to  John  T.  Douglass,  Esq.,  the  President,  and  to  the 
other  officers  and  directors  of  this  Association,  for  their  successful  manage- 
ment of  its  affairs  during  the  past  year  5  and  particularly  for  their  judicious, 
energetic,  and  successful  attempt  to  obtain  the  relinquishment  of  the  interest 
upon  the  stock  of  the  Hall  Company. 
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On  motion  of  J.  H.  Alexander,  Esq. ,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Association  are  due  to  those  stockholders 
of  the  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company,  who  have  relinquished  to  this  As- 
sociation the  interest  upon  their  stock,  and  also  to  those  who  have  donated 
their  stock  to  this  Association. 

Resolved,  That  the  names  of  such  donors  of  stock  and  of  interest  be  entered 
upon  the  journal  cf  the  Association,  together  with  these  resolutions,  as  a  tes- 
timonial of  the  gratitude  of  the  members  of  this  Association. 

Resolved,  That  the  remission  of  interest  in  favor  of  the  Mercantile  Library 
Association  by  the  stockholders  in  the  Hall  Company,  be  credited  on  the 
books  of  the  Association  to  said  stockholders  as  cash  donation  to  the  Associa- 
tion. 

On  motion  of  J.  B.  S.  Lemoine,  Esq.,  it  was 

• 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library 
Association  hereafter  to  be  elected,  are  hereby  instructed  to  reserve  all  re- 
ceipts from  rents  of  the  Mercantile  Library  building,  for  the  purpose  of  pay- 
ing taxes  and  all  indispensable  expenses  of  heating,  lighting,  and  attending  the 
lecture  rooms,  and  of  repairs,  and  insurance  upon  the  building,  and  for  the 
payment  of  interest  upon  the  cost  of  the  building,  according  to  the  charter, 
and  that,  in  no  case  whatever,  are  they  to  divert  from  these  objects  such  rev- 
enues from  rents. 

Resolved,  That,  in  addition  to  the  foregoing,  the  Board  of  Directors  of  this 
Association  are  instructed  to  set  apart  annually  from  the  current  receipts  of 
the  Association,  from  membership,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  and  ap- 
ply it  to  the  payment  of  interest  upon  the  cost  of  the  Library  building,  if  ne- 
cessary, and  if  not,  then  to  employ  it  in  the  purchase  of  the  stock  of  the  Li- 
brary Hall  Company. 

On  motion  of  Alfred  Vinton,  Esq.,  the  following  preamble 
and  resolutions  were  adopted  : 

Whereas,  The  Rev.  Wm.  Homes,  from  motives  of  delicacy  which  are  high- 
ly appreciated,  has  omitted  from  his  Inaugural  Address,  all  mention  of  the 
eminent  services  of  Henry  D.  Bacon,  Esq.,  to  this  Association:  there- 
fore, be  it 

Resolved,  by  the  members  of  the  St  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Association, 
in  annual  meeting  assembled,  That  a  due  regard  to  the  truth  of  history,  a 
proper  self-respect,  and  justice  to  Henry  D.  Bacon,  Esq.,  alike  demand  that 
the  omission  by  Mr.  Homes  should  be  supplied.  We,  therefore,  declare  that, 
in  our  opinion,  the  commencement  and  the  completion  of  the  Mercantile  Li- 
brary Hall  building,  are  both  due  to  the  public  spirit  and  munificence  of  Mr. 
Bacon  ;  his  subscription  of  twenty-one  thousand  dollars  to  its  stock  having  at 
once  secured  the  beginning  of  the  enterprise,  which,  without  his  aid,  would 
have  failed.  His  additional  advance  within  the  last  year  of  $10,000,  enabled 
the  Company  to  finish  the  building,  and  supply  it  with  book-cases,  chande- 
liers, desks,  tables,  and  with  seats  for  both  lecture  rooms. 
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Resolved,  That  in  his  donation  of  books,  pictures,  stationery  and  money,  Mr. 
Bacon  has  far  outstripped  all  others,  and  has  manifested  a  warmth  of  friend- 
ship for  this  Association  which  leaves  us  no  words  in  which  adequately  to  ex- 
press our  thanks. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  is  hereby  instructed  to  cause  these 
resolutions  to  be  entered  on  their  journal,  to  be  communicated  to  Mr.  Bacon, 
and  to  be  printed  with  the  Inaugural  Address  of  Rev.  Mr.  Homes. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  is  hereby  instructed  to  request  Mr. 
Bacon  to  sit  for  his  portrait  to  such  artist  as  may  be  selected  by  himself,  the 
portrait,  when  completed,  to  be  hung  in  the  library. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  W.  Stith,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  is  hereby  instructed  to  cause  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  meeting,  and  also  the  reports  of  the  President,  Treasurer  and 
Auditing  Committee,  to  be  published  in  the  daily  papers  of  this  city. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  adjourned. 

JOHN  HOW,  Chairman. 

A 


J.  W.  Lm,  I  8ecretarieSt 

Jas.  H.  McCullooh 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT, 


The  Treasurer  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Association  respectfully  submits 

the  accompanying  papers,  viz :  Cash,  profit  and  loss,  and  balance  sheet,  for 

his  report  of  the  financial  transactions  for  the  year  ending  December  31, 1854, 

and  present  condition  of  affairs. 

THO.  BROWN,  Treasurer. 


8t.  Lout*  Mercantile  Library  Association 

in  account  with  Tho.  Brown,  Treasurer* 


Dr. 

To  Balance  from  1853, $475  91 

Initiation  fees 405  00 

Life  members 150  00 

Proprietors 1,350  00 

Clerks 1,218  50 

Beneficiaries 902  50 

Lectures 236  20 

Rent 39  00 

Fines 126  35 

Catalogues 11  00 

Books 1  78 

Transportation 2  50 

Furniture*. 71  00 

Periodicals 1  00 

Book  donation 1  75 

New  subscribers 1  50 

Insurance 15  00 

Gas  fixtures 21  10 

Hall 7,178  80 


Cr. 

By  Rent, $100  00 

Petty  expense * .  107  10 

Books  - 1,309  66 

Transportation 34  97 

Lectures 54  50 

Furniture 1,258  28 

Fuel 8  00 

Lights • 17  95 

Porter 8  00 

Periodicals 345  18 

Librarian 1,300  00 

Binding 11  15 

Insurance 184  50 

Printing 124  50 

Advertising 85  25 

Stationery 77  81 

Discount  and  exchange 6  54 

Hall 304  11 

M.  L.  Hall  Co.  stock 50  00 

Hall  furniture 597  02 

Hall  expenses 2,589  29 

Postage  .   17  69 

Balance  paid  Library  Hall 
Company 3,617  39 


$12,208  89 


$12,208  89 


St.  Lotus,  January  9,  1855. 
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PROFIT 

Dr. 

To  Rent $61  00 

Petty  expense 107  10 

Furniture 405  94 

Postage 17  69 

Fuel 8  00 

Lights 17  95 

Transportation 32  47 

Porter 8  00 

Librarian 1,300  00 

Binding 11  15 

Insurance • 169  50 

Printing 124  50 

Advertising  •  • 85  25 

Stationery 77  81 

Hall  expense 2,589  29 

Gas  fixtures 55  15 

Catalogue 19  18 

Discount  and  exchange 6  54 

Rent  for  six  months 4,200  00 

Insurance 400  00 

Stock  for  net  gain  for  the 
year  ending  December 
31,1854-. 11,926  32 


AND   LOSS. 

Cb. 

By  Initiation  fees $412  00 

Life  members 5,600  00 

Proprietors 1,365  00 

Clerks • 1,226  50 

Beneficiaries 912  50 

Book  donations 1,006  75 

Fine  arts 1,400  00 

Stock  donation 820  00 

Hall 6,874  69 

Stock  profit  and  loss  *  * 50  00 

Lectures 181  70 

Non-subscribers 1  50 

Fines 126  35 

Six  months'  int..  on  1,008 
shares  owned  by  Mer- 
cantile Lib.  Ass'n,. .... .304  40 

Six  months'  int.  on  4,471} 
shares  assigned  for  ben- 
efit of  Mercantile  Lib. 
Association  * •  •  •  1,341  45 


$21,622  84 


$21,622  84 


BALANCE    SHEET. 

Dr. 

To  Furniture  account $1,568  28    By  Stock  account 

Periodicals      «      633  98 

Books  "      13,916  91 

Book  donation  ac't 5,66190 

Mercantile  Library  Hall 

Company .661  24 

Catalogue  account 161  70 

Mercantile  Library  Hall 

Co.  stock 10,080  00 

Hall  furniture  account  •  •  •  »597  02 
Fine  arts 1,400  00 


Cr. 


$34,681  03. 


$34,681  03 


$34,681  03 


St.  Louis,  January  9,  1855. 
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REPOBT  OP  AUDITING  COMMITTEE. 


<  «t»  »■ 


7b  tte  Members  of  the 

St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library  •Association. 

Gentlemen  :  The  undersigned  have  examined  the  accounts 

of  your  Treasurer,  and  find  the  same  to  be  correct,  and  that 

he  hq-s  proper  vpuchers  for  all  expenditures. 

*  Respectfully, 

.  Calvin  M.  McClung, 

R.  M.  Renick, 

•Auditing  Committee. 
St.  Louis,  January  9, 1855. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


OF     THE 


ST.  LOUIS  MERCANTILE  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION, 


TO    THE 


NINTH  ANNUAL  MEETING  OP  THE  MEMBERS. 


Gentlemen  :  Agreeably  to  constitutional  requirement,  we 
appear  before  you  this  evening,  in  order  that,  previous  to  sur- 
rendering the  trust  committed  to  our  charge,  we  give  an  ac- 
count of  our  stewardship ;  and  in  submitting  this,  their  annual 
report,  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Board  to  confine  themselves,  as 
near  as  possible,  to  a  concise  business  statement  of  their  offi- 
cial transactions,  trusting  that,  although  the  result  may  not 
show  that  they  have  done  all  that  was  expected  of  them,  or 
even  all  that  they  might  have  accomplished,  it  will  at  least 
prove  the  unabated  interest  felt  in  the  prosperity  of  your  Asso- 
ciation, by  those  to  whom,  in  former  years,  you  have  been  so 
largely  indebted,  and  also,  be  evidence  that  it  has  lost  nothing 
of  public  favor. 

There  are,  perhaps,  many,  and  strong  reasons  why  this  re- 
port should  not  be  confined  to  a  mere  dry  detail  of  our  official 
acts,  for,  in  some  respects,  the  year  just  closed  has  been  fruit- 
ful of  great  events.  We  have  witnessed  the  completion,  and 
taken  possession  of  what  we  trust  is  to  be  our  permanent  home; 
and  on  this,  the  ninth  anniversary  of  our  existence,  we  meet 
within  the  walls  of  a  building,  erected  expressly  for  our  use,  at 
a  cost  of  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand  dollars,  with  accom- 
modations more  ample  in  their  extent  and  superior  in  their  ar- 
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rangements  than  are  possessed  by  any  similar  institution  in 
this  country,  and  more  than  all,  it  is  a  building  we  may  fairly 
hope  some  day  to  call  our  own ;  and  it  would  seem  eminently 
proper  that  here,  at  what  might  be  called  the  commencement  of 
a  new  era  in  the  history  of  the  institution,  we  should  give  a  re- 
trospective glance  at  the  means  and  manner  by  which  the  be- 
ginning of  so  great  an  end  as  there  is  now  in  view,  has  been 
brought  about ;  but  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  institution,  and 
all  the  prominent  events  marking  its  career,  have  been  so  lately 
chronicled  by  far  abler  hands,*  that  we  may  well  be  excused 
from  adverting  to  them. 

LIBRARY    HALL    BUILDING. 

In  treating  of  this  branch  of  our  report,  we  shall  speak  of 
our  action  in  the  various  matters  pertaining  to  this  subject,  in 
the  order  in  which  such  action  was  necessary,  having  regard  to 
the  time  of  occurrences,  rather  than  to  congruity  of  arrange- 
ment in  stating  them. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Board,  Mr.  Thomas  Harris  was 
elected  janitor,  at  an  annual  salary  of  eight  hundred  dollars. 
We  commend  him  to  our  successors,  with  the  assurance  that  he 
has  discharged  his  manifold  duties  to  our  entire  satisfaction. 

The  books  were  removed  from  their  old  quarters  before  the 
close  of  January,  but  owing  to  the  non- arrival  of  gas  fixtures, 
the  library  room  was  not  fully  opened  until  the  25th  of  Feb- 
ruary. Finding  that  the  book-cases  already  provided  would 
not  contain  all  of  the  books,  four  more  were  immediately  or- 
dered from  same  parties  who  had  furnished  the  others,  but  it 
was  not  until  some  time  in  June  that  they  were  completely  fin- 
ished. As  the  whole  of  the  book- cases  are  now  full,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  procure  others  at  once,  and  deeming  it  likely  that 
you  might  desire  to  take  some  action  on  the  matter,  we  have 
.endeavored  to  ascertain  their  probable  cost,  and,  from  inquiry, 
we  are  enabled  to  state  that  they  can  be  furnished  for  about 
the  same  price  as  was  paid  for  those  now  in  use,  say  one  hun- 

•    •  Address  of  Mr.  Homes,  17th  October,  -1854. 
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dred  and  thirty- five  dollars  for  each  double  case.  The  original 
design  contemplated  two  tiers  of  cases,  one  immediately  above 
the  other,  with  an  iron  gallery  running  round  the  room,  and 
spiral  iron  stairways  leading  thereto.  We  inquired  at  Cincin- 
nati as  to  the  cost  of  this  iron  gallery,  and  we  are  informed  that 
something  similar  to  the  one  in  the  library  room  of  the  Young 
Men's  Mercantile  Library  Association  of  that  city  can  be  had 
for  two  dollars  a  lineal  foot,  exclusive  of  cost  of  patterns ;  but, 
as  the  Association  there  has  kindly  consented  to  their  patterns 
being  used,  there  need  be  no  expense  incurred  other  than  cost 
of  iron  work.  We  would  advise  no  expenditure  for  this  pur- 
pose farther  than  providing  shelf  room  for  the  books  that  may 
be  acquired  during  the  present  year. 

The  store,  corner  of  Fifth  and  Locust  streets,  was  rented  to 
Mr,  Nathaniel  Phillips  for  one  year  from  the  first  of  March  last, 
at  eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum.  The  store  next 
to  the  corner  is  still  vacant ;  there  have  been  several  applica- 
tions for  it,  but  the  business  proposed  to  be  carried  on  therein 
was  not  acceptable  to  the  Board,  and  the  applications  were  all 
rejected.  The  room  at  the  head  of  the  first  flight  of  steps  lead- 
ing from  library  room,  has  been  rented  to  the  St.  Louis  Chess 
Club,  at  an  annual  rent  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  The 
right  to  use  the  small  hall  on  Sundays,  for  church  purposes, 
was  granted  to  Messrs.  Lawrason  Levering,  Chas.  Derby  and 
Jas.  W.  Finley,  they  paying  six  hundred  dollars  per  year  for 
same  ;  this  lease  is  for  one  year  from  fifst  October.  The  room 
on  the  same  floor,  as  Grand  Hall,  and  north  of  the  rostrum, 
has  been  taken  by  Mr.  H.  Peters  Gray,  the  artist,  at  fifteen 
dollars  per  month. 

At  the  request  of  the  Library  Hall  Company,  the  Grand  Hall 
was  closed  from  early  in  June  until  October,  in  order  that  it 
migt  be  decorated  and  finished  as  was  originally  intended.  This 
was  done  by  Mr.  Leon  Pomarede,  in  a  manner  that  cannot  fail 
to  command  the  admiration  of  all  who  behold  it.  This  magni- 
ficent Hall  is  a  source  of  just  pride  to  us,  whether  as  members 
of  the  Association  or  as  citizens,  for  there  is  no  city  in  the 
west  that  can  show  any  thing  of  a  similar  kind  to  compare  with 
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it,  while  it  is  infinitely  superior  to  most  of  the  large  Halls  in 
the  older  cities  of  the  seaboard. 

The  opening  of  this  Hall  to  the  public  was  deemed  an  ap- 
propriate time  for  the  delivery  of  an  address  relevant  to  the 
objects  of  this  Association,  and  which  should  also  embrace  a 
history  of  the  prominent  facts  connected  with  its  formation  and 
the  leading  incidents  marking  its  progress  to  the  present  time. 
With  the  concurrence  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  Library 
Hall  Company,  the  Rev.  Wm.  Homes,  one  of  our  life  members, 
was  invited  to  deliver  this  address.  He  accepted  the  invita- 
tion, and  on  the  evening  of  the  17th  of  October,  to  one  of  the 
largest  audiences  ever  assembled  in  this  city,  he  gave  a  dis- 
course replete  with  information  as  to  the  origin,  nature  and  ob- 
jects of  public  libraries  in  general,  giving  a  valuable  synopsis 
of  the  history  of  the  organization  and  existence  of  this  Asso  - 
ciation.  We  return  him  our  sincere  thanks,  and  feel  assured 
that  we  speak  the  opinion  of  all  who  had  the  pleasure  of  hear- 
ing him,  when  we  say  that  the  address  was  worthy  of  his  high 
reputation  and  the  occasion  which  drew  it  forth. 

Though  we  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  that,  while  we  ap- 
preciate and  respect  the  feelings  prompting  the  omission,  yet 
the  failure  on  his  part  to  notice,  prominently,  among  the  list  of 
benefactors  the  name  of  Henry  D.  Bacon,  excludes  from  view 
a  very  important  feature  in  the  history  of  this  Association,  for 
to  him  you  are,  in  a  great  degree,  indebted  for  the  privilege  of 
meeting  here  this  everfing ;  and,  although  it  is  probable  that 
other  friends  would,  ere  this,  have  provided  a  home  for  your  li- 
brary, it  is  certain  that,  without  the  aid  of  Mr.  Bacon,  the 
building  of  this  stately  edifice  could  not  have  been  commenced, 
much  less  completed. 

At  your  last  annual  meeting,  you  instructed  us  to  execute 
with  the  Library  Hall  Company,  a  lease  for  the  building  and 
fixtures,  said  lease  to  bear  date  from  the  first  of  January,  1854. 
The  completion  of  the  work  then  in  progress  was  delayed  much 
longer  than  was  anticipated,  and  in  view  of  this  fact,  and  in 
consideration  that  the  money  accruing  from  rents,  &c,  was  be- 
ing expended  for  purposes  connected  with  the  building  and  ne- 
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cessary  to  its  occupancy  by  the  Association,  ft  was  determined 
by  this  Board  to  propose  to  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Li- 
brary Hall  Company,  that  the  lease  should  date  first  of  July, 
1854,  rent  to  be  paid  from  that  time,  in  accordance  with  the 
charter  of  said  company.     This  proposition  was  j^cepted  on 
the  part  of  the  Library  Hall  Company,  and  we  w(jre  notified 
that  the  cost  of  the  property  would  be  one  hundred  and  .forty 
thousand  dollars,  upon  which  sum  you  are  required  to  pay  the 
interest  at  six  per  cent,,  w**h  cost  of 'insurance,  repajrtr, •&&!,'  \- 
added.   As  the  stock  subscribed  and  paicl  in  is  only  about  nine- 
ty-five thousand  dollars,  there  remains  forty- five  thousand  dol- 
lars of  cost  yet  to  be  projridej  |or  by  the  Library  Hall  Com* 
pany.    This  amount,  or  the  largest  portion:  of  it,  has  been  ad- 
vanced by  members  of  .its  Board  o£  Directors,  until  such  time 
as  the  money  can  be  raised4. *   These  gentlemen  are  entitled  to 
your  warmest  gratitude, 'for. baring  thus  generously  furnished 
the  means  necessary,  for  ,*th£  completion  of  the  building  at  a 
time  When  it  proJbaHy  copld  not  have  J)een  procured  in  any 
othfer  manner.     The  cost  of  occupancy  may  be  stated  thus : 
Bent,  interest,  at  six  per  cent,  on  $140,000,  is  $8,400  ;  in- 
surance, say  $900 ;    gas,   $731  64 ;    fuel,  $600 ;  janitor, 
$800.     Total  amount  of  expense,  incidental  to  the  possession 
of  the  property,  $11,430.    Believing  it  impossible  for  the  As- 
sociation to  pay  this  sum  without  seriously  trenching  upon 
funds  that  should  be  devoted  to  other  purposes,  the  Board  de- 
-tefmined  to  appeal  to  the  stockholders  individually,  asking  them 
.to  release  the  Association  from  payment  of  interest,  on  their 
respective  amounts  of  stock,  until  such  time  as  the  net  revenue 
derived  from  the  building  would  pay  the  cost  over  and  above 
stock,  promising,  on  the  part  of  the  Association,  that  this  rev- 
enue should  be  so  applied.    We  trust  you  will,  this  evening, 
endorse  the  pledge  thus  given  in  your  behalf,  by  imposing  your 
instructions  on  all  succeeding  Boards  of  Direction,  that  they 
are,  under  no  pretext  whatever,  to  divert  one  dollar  of  money 
from  this  purpose ;  and  further,  we  propose  that  you  should 
set  aside  one  thousand  dollars  from  the  regular  receipts  of  each 
year  into  the  treasury  of  the  Association,  to  be  applied  in  the 
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same  manner.  In  reference  to  our  appeal,  we  have  obtained 
from  one  hundred  stockholders  assignments  of  interest  on 
4,471J  shares  stock,  the  interest  on  which  would  be  $2,682  90 
per  annum..  In  addition  to  the  assignments  of  interest,  as  be- 
fore stated,  we  received  five  hundred  and  forty-five  shares  for 
life  memberships,  and  it  is  a  gratifying  fact  that  these  were  so- 
taken  that  not  more  than  one  half  were  issued  to  persons  who 
were  already  members  of  the  Association ;  so  that  from  this 
cause  there  will  be  but  a  small  decrease  in  the  number  of  our 
regular  yearly  paying  members. 

Had  time  permitted  of  each  stockholder  being  waited  upon 
personally,  we  feel  confident  that  there  would  not  now  be  ten 
thousand  dollars  of  stock  upon  which  you  would  be  required  to 
pay  interest. 

To  those  stockholders  who  so  kindly  and  promptly  met  our 
views  in  the  matter,  we  desire  to  return  our  grateful  thanks. 
While  of  the  very  few  who  refused,  we  ask  a  farther  consider- 
ation, in  the  hope  that  reflection  may  induce  a  more  favorable 
determination. 

The  receipts  from  the  building  have  been :  Prom  Grand 
Hall,  $3,287  55 ;  small  Hall,  $395  ;  one  year's  rent  from  H. 
G.  Wade  &  Co.,  $800  ;  one  year's  rent  from  Assistant  Treas- 
urer, $850  ;  one  year's  rent  from  Young  Men's  Christian  As- 
sociation, $1,000;  three  quarters'  rent  from  N.  Phillips, 
$637  50 ;  one  quarter  from  Levering,  Derby  &  Finley,  $150 ; 
one  and  one  half  month's  rent  St.  Louis  Chess  Club,  $43  75  ; 
one  month's  rent  from  Mr.  Gray,  $15.  Total  receipts, 
$7,178  80. 

The  cost  for  occupancy  of  building,  to  this  date,  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

As  rent,  six  months'  interest  on  $140,000,  at  six  per  cent $4,200  Q0 

Insurance  for  six  months 400  00 

Janitor's,  salary  for  one  year 800  00 

Gas 731  64 

Fuel,  enough  on  hand  to  last  through  the  winter 670  45 

fotal $6,802  0& 
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The  amount  actually  paid  out  on  account  of  building,  is 
$8,316  49,  and  was  expended  for  the  purposes  here  indicated  : 

FUBNITUBE  FOB  LIBRARY  BOOM. 

Four  dozen  chairs,  with  cushions $128  00 

Two  dozen  spittoons • ••14  00 

Matting 459  73 

Book-cases  against  north  wall 520  50 

Stands  for  newspapers 202  75 

Sundry  small  articles 9  50 

Total  for  library  furniture $1,334  48 

FURNITURE  FOB  HALLS. 

Matting,  carpets,  &c. $292-60 

Materials  for  covering  seats  and  chandeliers 162  63 

Numbers  for  seats  in  Grand  Hall 70  00 

Curtains  for  both  Halls 112  00 

Stoves 54  85 

Sundries 39  30 

Total  for  Hall  furniture 731  38 

EXPENSE  ACCOUNT. 

Paid  for  lumber,  extra  labor,  water  license,  glazing, 

and  sundries,  as  per  vouchers $430  75 

Janitor 800  00 

Gas 731  64 

Fuel • ..-670  45 

Paid  Library  Hall  Company,  in  cash 3,617  79 

* 

Total  expense 6,250  63 

Total  amount  of  cash  paid  on  account  of  building $8,316  49 

The  amount  accruing  from  regular  tenants,  during  the  next 
fiscal  year,  may  be  estimated  as  follows  : 

Young  Men's  Christian  Association  •  •  • • $1,000  00 

H.  G.  Wade  &  Co. 800  00 

Assistant  Treasurer 850  00 

Nathaniel  Phillips 850  00 

St.  Louis  Chess  Club 350  00 

Messrs.  Levering,  Derby  and  Finley : 600  00 

Mr.  Gray,  say  four  months 60  00 

$4,510  00 
If  ^receipts  from  Halls  should  be  the  same  as  this  year,  say-  •  •  •  3,682  55 

You  have,  as  receipts ...... $8,192  55 

2  — ■ 
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And,  in  addition  to  this  sum,  will  be  the  rent  for  the  vacant 
store,  provided  the  incoming  Board  can  find  a  tenant  to  their 
approval.  If  one  thousand  dollars  of  the  expense  pertain- 
ing to  the  building  is  made  chargeable  to  the  funds  properly 
belonging  to  the  Association,  we  estimate  that  the  net  amount 
which  can  be  paid  each  year  to  the  Library  Hall  Company, 
will  be  about  seven  thousand  dollars,  more  or  less.  With 
this  revenue  and  the  aid  that  will  be  given  by  friends,  it  will 
not  be  very  many  years  before  the  debt  encumbering  the  stock 
will  be  paid. 

There  was  due  the  Library  Hall  Company  for  six  months' 
rent  and  insurance,  $4,600.  The  Association  is  now  the  own- 
er of  1,080  shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  said  company,  and 
we  have  obtained  a  relinquishment  of  the  interest  on  4,471J 
shares  more.  The  interest  on  this  stock,  for  six  months,  is 
$1,643  85,  leaving  $2,956  15  as  the  balance  to  be  paid  in 
cash ;  but  we  deemed  it  best  to  transfer  to  the  treasury  of 
the  Library  Hall  Company  all  the  money  there  was  on  hand 
after  discharging  present  liability.  Hence  it  is  that  your  treas- 
urer reports  no  cash  on  hand ;  but  if  we  leave  no  money  we 
leave  no  debt,  and  the  regular  receipts  will  have  placed  our 
successors  in  funds  before  any  can  be  required. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  possession  of  the  Library  Hall 
building  added  greatly  to  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  the 
librarian,  the  Board  thought  it  but  fair  that  an  increase  of  sal- 
ary should  be  granted  him,  and  his  salary  was  raised  from  sev- 
en hundred  to  one  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  the  assistant 
being  paid,  as  before,  three  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

The  total  receipts  into  the  treasury  have  been  $11,734  98  ; 
to  this  add  amount  of  balance  on  hand  at  date  of  last  report, 
making  a  total  of  $12,208  91,  which  has  been  expended  as 
per  treasurer's  report.  Forty  dollars  of  the  amount  of  balance 
from  last  year  had  already  been  appropriated  by  you  toward 
the  purchase  of  stock  in  the  Library  Hall  Company  ;  it  was  so 
^expended.  At  the  date  of  last  annual  report,  the  Association 
was  the  owner  of  367  shares  of  this  stock  ;  since  then  we  have 
acquired,  by  purchase,  ten  shares  ;  by  exchange  for  life  mem- 
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berships ,  549  shares ;  and  by  donation,  82  shares ;  in  all, 
641  shares — value,  $6,410.  The  Association  is  now  the  own* 
«r  ef  1,008  shares— value,  $10,089. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

At  date  of  last  report  yon  numbered  944  members ;  since 
then  there  have  been  added  303,  and  we  have  lost,  by  with- 
drawal, removal,  or  death,  242,  leaving  a  net  gain  of  61. 

Our  membership  account  bow  stands  : 

J_jii6  me  moors  •••••••••••••  ••••«•.*»••»•••••.■•»••••-•••«•»•*»••  •••••••••••#  110 

Proprietors ..•.....„ » »...».... 262 

Clerks „.. ....... 413 

Beneficiaries * ..,,, 220. 
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Among  those  who  have  left  hs,  never  to  return,  is  one  whose- 
name  deserves  some  special  notice  at  our  hands,  for  he  was  a 
member  of  that  little  band  who  took  the  first  steps  toward  tho 
-organization  of  this  Association,  and  up  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
always  manifested  a  warm  interest  in  its  success  :  he  was  a 
regular  attendant  at  our  annual  meetings,  bringing  to  an  active 
participation  in  their  proceeding,  thai  large  experience  in  pub- 
lic affairs  which  eminently  qualified  him  to  givo  good  counsel : 
he  was  zealous  in  his  efforts  to  promote  the  formation  of  the 
Library  Hall  Company,  and  as  an  editor  of  one  of  the  most 
influential  newspapers  in  this  country,  he  was  always  ready  to 
present  our  wants  to  the  public,  and  advocate  our  claims  to 
support.     By  the  death  of  Col.  A.  B.  Chambers,  this  Asso- 
ciation has  lost  one  of  its  best  friends — one  of  its  most  useful 
members.     May  we  ever  hold  his  name  in  grateful  remem- 
brance. 

Like  our  predecessors,  we  are  compelled  to  chronicle  a  long 
list  of  withdrawals.  This  is  an  evil  for  which  there  appears  to 
be  no  remedy,  save  in  the  adding  of  new  members  in  numbers 
sufficient  to  overcome  the  loss.  Some  there  are,  who  have- 
heretofore  cheerfully  paid  their  annual   dues,   beoause  they 
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thought  the  Association  was  in  need,  have  this  year  refused  to 
do  so,  stating,  as  a  reason  for  declining,  that  the  institution  no 
longer  required  their  assistance.  To  all  who,  acting  under  this 
impression,  have  refrained  from  renewing  their  annual  subscrip- 
tion, we  would  say,  that  now,  more  than  ever,  do  we  need  pe- 
cuniary aid.  The  debt  to  the  Library  Hall  Company  must  be 
liquidated  ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  each  succeeding  annual  re- 
port must  exhibit  an  increase  of  strength,  or  the  usefulness  of 
the  institution  is  impaired.  For  many  years  to  come,  there  can 
be  for  us  no  safe  resting  place.  When  we  cease  to  advance, 
we  have  already  commenced  retrograding  ;  and  we  entreat  each 
member  of  the  Association  to  have  this  fact  in  view ;  for  if 
they  will  give  their  co-operation,  the  evil  may  be  remedied,  or, 
at  all  events,  there  will  be  such  an  accession  of  new  members, 
that  the  withdrawals  will  scarcely  be  felt.  And  we  take  this 
occasion  to  remark  that,  if  at  any  time  a  member  feels  himself 
aggrieved  by  the  action  of  any  one  connected  with  the  manage- 
ment of  the  library,  that  a  statement  of  his  grievance  will  meet 
the  most  respectful  consideration  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

LECTURES. 

The  following  list  embraces  the  various  courses  of  lectures 
delivered  before  the  Association  during  the  past  year : 

By  COL.  WM.   GILPIN. 

February  23 — Table  Lands  of  North  America. 

.February  28 — Pacific  Railroad  5  Area  of  the  zone  of  Temperate  Climate  ; 

of  Population,  Production  and  Commerce. 

By  HENRY   A.   HOMES,   Esq. 

March  23 — Life  in  Constantinople. 

March  28 — Modern  Reforms  and  Progress  in  Turkey. 

March  30 — Life  in  the  Interior  of  Turkey. 

April  4 — The  Races  of  Turkey  in  Europe  and  the  Danubian  Provinces. 

April  8 — Causes  of  the  present  difficulty  between  Turkey  and  Russia. 

By   BAYARD   TAYLOR. 

April  13 — The  Arabs. 

A.pril  15 — Japan  and  the  Expedition. 
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By  THOS.   P.   MEAGHER,   Esq. 

November  1 — Irish  Orators — Introductory. 
November  3 — Curran. 
November  6 — O'ConnelL 
November  8 — Grattan. 

By   JNO.   G.   SAXE. 

November  14 — Yankey  Land — A  Poem. 
November  16 — Poetry  and  Poets. 
November  18 — The  Money  King — A  Poem, 

By   Rev.   HENRY   GILES. 

November  21 — False  and  Exaggerated  Eulogy  in  Popular  Oratory. 

November  23 — Character  of  the  Wordling.    . 

November  28 — Spheres  of  Temper. 

November  30 — Shakspeare's  Personality. 

December  5 — Comic  Power  of  Shakspeare. 

December  7 — Tragic  Power  of  Shakspeare. 

We  shall  not  attempt  a  critical  review  of  these  lectures  ;  suf- 
fice it  to  say  that  our  highest  expectations  were  fully  realized, 
save  in  the  amount  of  money  we  expected  to  add  to  our  treas- 
ury. The  total  receipts  were  $2,183  40 ;  the  expenses 
$2,001  70,  a  balance  of  profit  of  only  $181  70.  If  we  had 
been  obliged  to  pay  rent  for  lecture  room,  we  should  have  lost 
largely. 

Mr.  Geo.  W.  Curtis  was  engaged  for  two  lectures,  the  first 
he  delivered  last  evening  ;  and  it  affords  us  pleasure  to  an- 
nounce that  Bayard  Taylor  has  promised  to  visit  us  again  in 
March.  We  were  much  in  hope  of  procuring  a  course  from 
Professor  Louis  Agassiz,  but  the  state  of  his  health  would  not 
permit  of  his  doming.  Hon.  Edward  Everett  and  Hon.  Ru- 
fus  Choatb  were  both  invited  but  declined,  the  former  with 
expressions  of  regret  that  circumstances  prevented  his  compli- 
ance. Hon.  Geo.  P.  Marsh,  Rev.  B.  H.  Chapin,  Josiah 
Quincy,  jr.,  and  other  distinguished  lecturers  were  addressed, 
but  without  success,  though  both  Mr.  Quincy  and  Mr.  Marsh 
expressed  themselves  as  very  anxious  to  visit  St.  Louis,  but 
neither  could  come  at  the  time  indicated  by  us. 
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BOOKS . 


The  number  of  volumes  reported  at  your  last  annual  meeting 
was  10,565,  valued  at  $17,265  93.  Since  then,  there  has 
been  added,  by  purchase,  781  volumes,  costing  $1,307  88,  and 
by  donation,  597  volumes,  valued  at  $1,005,  or  a  gain  of 
1,378  volumes,  value,  $2,312  88.  Total  number  of  volumes, 
according  to  catalogues,  is  11,943,  value,  $19,578  81.  The 
addition,  by  purchase,  would  have  shown  much  larger,  but  that 
we  were  so  unfortunate  as  to  have  all  of  the  periodicals  of  the 
previous  year,  yet  unbound,  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Hogan,  the 
binder.  When  his  establishment  was  destroyed  by  fire,  on  the 
night  of  the  19th  of  July  last,  we  lost,  at  same  time,  129  vol- 
umes of  other  works,  but  they  were  mostly  of  inconsiderable 
value.  The  books  thus  destroyed  have  been  re-  ordered,  and  may 
be  expected  here  shortly.  The  probable  cost  of  replacing  this 
loss  will  be  about  five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

During  the  year,  10,983  volumes  have  been  issued  to  870 
readers — a  gain  of  186  readers  and  1,090  volumes  issued ;  but 
if  an  account  had  been  kept  of  readers  who  use  books  in  the 
library  room  only,  the  number  of  readers,  as  given,  would  have 
been  largely  increased,  and  the  issues  nearly  doubled — the  old 
rooms  would  not  have  contained  the  numbers  that  daily  and 
nightly  resort  to  the  library,  using  the  books  there  instead  of 
taking  them  home,  the  excellence  of  the  arrangements,  for  the 
diffusion  of  light,  making  it  as  easy  to  read  by  night  as  by  day. 
Believing  that  it  would  add  still  another  inducement  to  mem- 
bers to  visit  the  library  more  frequently,  the  Board  determined 
to  subscribe  for  one  daily  newspaper  from  each  of  the  most 
prominent  cities  in  the  Union.     Previous  to  domg  this,  how- 
ever, it  was  necessary  to  provide  stands  on  which  the  papers 
should  be  placed,  so  as  to  be  of  convenient  access.     Adopting 
the  patterns  of  the  stands  in  use  by  the  Young  Men's  Mercan- 
tile Library  Association  of  Cincinnati,  application  was  made  to 
that  Association  for  the  use  of  the  patterns.     This  was  prompt- 
ly granted,  and,  through  one  of  the  members  of  the  Board,  Mr. 
John  Goodin,  the  stands  were  obtained  there  at  a  cost  of 
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$191  25,  and  expense  of  freight  and  insurance  to  this  place. 
It  affords  us  much  pleasure  to  recount  this  act  of  fraternal 
courtesy  from  the  Association  of  Cincinnati,  and  we  tender  our 
sincere  thanks  for  the  same.  The  stands  have  arrived,  but  as 
they  were  delayed  until  very  late  in  the  season,  we  thought  it 
best  to  order  the  papers  from  the  first  of  January,  1855.  We 
submit  a  list  of  the  papers  selected 

New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  National  Intelligencer, 

Philadelphia  North  American,  Richmond  Enquirer,  . 

Boston  Daily  Post,  Charleston  Courier, 

Cincinnati  Gazette,  Savannah  Republican, 

Louisville  Journal,  Mobile  Advertiser, 

San  Francisco  Herald,  Baltimore  American, 

New  Orleans  Picayune,  Nashville  Whig. 

The  last  Board  of  Directors  adopted  a  resolution,  requiring 
that,  in  future,  the  book- cases  should  be  kept  locked,  and  no 
book  taken  from  the  shelves  save  as  issued  by  the  librarian  or 
assistant ;  the  librarian,  in  that  case,  to  be  responsible  for  any 
books  that  might  be  lost  or  missing.  This  measure  not  meet- 
ing the  approval  of  a  large  majority  of  those  members  who 
most  frequent  the  library  rooms,  was  abandoned  by  the  present 
Board. 

The  yearly  examination  of  the  books  and  other  property  of 
the  Association,  as  prescribed  by  the  constitution,  was  made  at 
the  regular  time  by  a  committee  appointed  for  that  purpose. 
The  report  of  this  committee  can  be  found  on  the  record  book  ; 
it  shows  a  deficit  in  books,  as  compared  with  the  catalogue,  of 
161  volumes  ;  but  as  the  library  was  opened  before  the  com- 
mittee had  completely  finished  their  labors,  and  as  the  librarian 
is  certain  that  many  of  the  volumes,  reported  missing,  are  in 
the  library,  it  is  probable  that  most  of  the  books  will  be  found. 

For  your  information,  we  submit  a  list  of  a  portion  of  the 
most  valuable  books  acquired  either  by  purcahse  or  donation : 

Forbes'  Oriental  Memoirs,  2  vols.  8vo.,  and  1  vol.,  4to.    London. 

Coleridge's  Complete  Works,  7  vols.,  12mo. 

Campbell  and  Rice's  Debate  on  Baptism,  &c,  8vo.    1844. 

Works  of  Plato,  5  vols.,  12mo.    London. 

Morton's  Crania  Americana,  fol.,  1839. 
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Clegg  on  Coal  Gas,  4to.    London,  1853. 

National  Portrait  Gallery  of  Distinguished  Americans,  4  vols.,  8vo. 

Goethe's  Sammtliche  Werke,  20  vols.,  12mo.    Stuttgart. 

Patres  Ecclesi©  Anglicans,  35  vols.,  8vo.    Oxford. 

Publications  of  the  Cavendish  Society. 

Works  of  John  Locke,  10  vols.,  8vo. 

Audibon's  Ornithological  Biography,  5  vols.,  imp.  8vo. 

Arthur's  Tales,  44  vols.,  16mo. 

Poole's  Index  to  Periodical  Literature,  1  vol.,  8vo. 

Niebuhr's  Ancient  Ethnography  and  Geography,  3  vols.  8vo. 

Force's  American  Archives,  5th  ser.,  vol.  3. 

Stephen's  Commentaries  on  Laws  of  England,  4  vols.,  8vo. 

Usher's  Annals  of  the  World,  fol.    London,  1658. 

Burnet's  Treatises  on  Painting,  4to.    London,  1830. 

Pugin  and  Britton's  Buildings  of  London,  2  vols.,  8vo.    London, 

Knight's  Guides  to  Service  and  Trade,  32  vols.,  12mo. 

Mrs.  Barbauld's  British  Novelists,  50  vols.,  18mo.    London. 

Oratores  Attici,  Dobson's  Edition,  16  vols.  8vo.    London.  , 

British  Quarterly  Review — completed. 

Chalmers'  English  Poets,  21  vols.,  8vo.    London,  1810. 

Sharp's  Gazetteer  of  British  Islands,  2  vols.,  8vo. 

Clinton's  Fasti  Hellenici,  3  vols.,  4to.     Oxford. 

Bunsen's  Egypt's  Place  in  World's  History,  8vo.    London. 

Sam'l  Clarke's  Works,  5  vols.,  fol.    London,  1738. 

Schlosser's  History  of  Eighteenth  Century,  8  vols.,  8vo.    London. 

Butler's  Book  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  8vo.    London. 

John  Hunter's  Works,  5  vols.  8vo.  and  4to.    London. 

Report  of  Committee  of  H.  of  C,  on  Atmospheric  Railways,  folio. 

Colburn's  Standard  Novels,  18  vols.,  12mo. 

Wm.  Pitt's  Speeches,  4  vols.,  8vo.    London. 

Cartwright's  Journal  of  Residence  in  Labrador,  3  vols.,  4to, 

Rennell's  Geography  of  Herodotus,  Xenophon  and  Western  Asia,  6  vols., 
8vo.,  and  4to.    London. 

Butler's  Memoirs  of  English,  Irish  and  Scotch  Catholics,  4  vols.,  8vo. 

Library  of  the  Fathers  of  the  Holy  Catholic  Church,  36  vols.,  8vo. 

Herndon  &  Gibbon's  Exploration  of  the  Amazon,  2  vols.,  8vo.    1853. 

B.  Von  Spinoza's  Sammtliche  Werke,  5  vols.,  16mo. 

Kalender  und  Jahrbuch  fur  Israeliten,  6  vols.,  12mo.    1843-48. 

Seventh  Census  of  the  United  States  of  1850,  4to.    1853. 

Sepher  Nethiboth  Hasholem,  with  German  Translation,  by  Moses  Men- 
delsohn, 5  vols.,  8vo.    Vienna,  1846. 

Gentleman's  Magazine,  173  vols.,  8vo.    London,  1731  to  1846. 

Annales  de  Chimie  et  de  Physique,  217  vols.,  8vo.    Paris,  1789  to  1853. 

Lavater's  Essays  on  Physiognomy,  3  vols.,  8vo.    London. 

Western  Messenger,  vols.  1  to  8,  in  5  vols.,  8vo.    1835  to  1841. 

Biblia  Hebraica,  Dobson's  2  vols.,  4vo. 

Schoolcraft's  History,  &c,  of  Indian  Tribes  of  U.  S.,  part  4,  4to.    Philad. 
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Ireland's  Life  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  4  vols.,  8vo.    London. 
Smithsonian  Contributions  to  Knowledge,  4  vols.,  4to. 
Chamber's  Cyclopedia,  4  vols.,  fol.    London,  1786. 
Bowditch's  Mechanique  Celeste  of  La  Place,  4  vols.  4to.    Boston. 

Year  after  year,  it  is  the  pleasing  duty  of  each  succeeding 
Board  of  Directors  to  record  the  names  of  those  whose  bounty, 
like  the  summer's  dew,  comes  to  cheer  and  enrich  us,  and  it  is 
one  of  the  most  gratifying  facts  connected  with  the  history  of 
the  past  year,  that  the  list  of  donors  of  books  or  other  property  is 
larger  than  in  any  previous  year.  To  each  and  all  who  have  so 
remembered  you,  we,  in  your  name,  thus  publicly  return  thanks. 
For  your  gratification,  we  furnish  you  with  a  list  of  their  names. 
Ever  prominent  on  this  record  stand  the  names  of  Alfred  Vin- 
ton and  Henry  D.  Bacon,  Esqrs. ;  to  the  former  you  are  this 
year  indebted  for  the  portraits  of  Daniel  Webster  and  T.  H. 
Benton,  both  excellent  likenesses  as  well  as  very  fine  paintings; 
and  also  for  the  Annales  de  Chimie  et  de  Physique,  217  vols., 
8vo. ,  and  a  number  of  Spanish  books  that  have  an  historic 
as  well  as  literary  value,  they  being  trophies  of  victory  won  at 
the  storming  of  Ohapultepec.  To  Mr.  Bacon  you  are  under 
obligation  for  a  copy  of  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  1731  to 
i841 — 173  vols.,  and  for  three  valuable  paintings — Cupid  and 
Psyche — Broken  Pitcher — Mother  and  Child.  The  statue  of 
Webster,  noticed  in  the  last  annual  report  as  having  been  or- 
dered by  Mr.  Bacon  for  presentation  to  you,  was  shipped  from 
New  York  some  weeks  since,  and  may  be  daily  expected. 

To  Thos.  L.  Snead,  Esq.,  we  are  indebted  for  quite  a  num- 
ber of  rare  and  quaint,  old  German  works. 

DONORS  OF  BOOKS  AND  PAMPHLETS. 

John  C.  Tevis,  John  T.  Douglass, 

Wm.  H.«  Chappell,  Stanley  Ryland, 

S.  S.  Homans,  £.  W.  Decker, 

S.  G.  Beltzhoover,  Edward  Wyman, 

Henry  S.  Geyer,  S.  Gratz  Moses, 

J.  B.  Motley,  Charles  G.  Martin, 

I.  H.  Keim,  C.  D.  Lynch, 

J.  Mont.  Douglass,  R.  P.  Voorhies, 

Kirtley  Ryland,  B.  F.  Shuter, 

Isidor  Bush,  Chester  Krum, 
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Chas.  D.  Drake, 
Alfred  Vinton, 
John  Wiley, 
Oscar  F.  Parker, 
D.  R.  Atchison, 
J.  Smith,  jr., 
H.  G.  Wade, 
Wm.  P.  Curtis, 
Henry  D.  Bacon, 
H.  T.  Tomlinson, 
Rev.  Wm.  6.  Eliot, 
John  Reynolds, 
Wm.  Wightman, 
John  Hogan, 
James  W.  Stith, 
B.  Gratz  Brown, 
J.  B.  Sarpy, 
S.  L.  Bolton, 
L.  A.  Morehead, 
T.  G.  Comstock, 
F.  F.  Weed, 
Cyrus  Eby, 
A.  J.  Smith, 
R.  S.  Elliott, 
S.  Churchill  Clark, 


Rev.  W.  D.  Rosstter, 

F.  W.  Cronenbold, 
Thomas  Allen, 

Q.  W.  Farrington, 

of  St.  Paul,  Minnesota, 
H.  L.  Smith,  of  Cleveland,  O., 

G.  W.  Manypenny, 

of  Washington,  D.  C, 
Chas.  Mason,       «  « 

J.  Smith  Homans,  New  York, 
T.  Romeyn  Beck,  of  Albany, 
Chas.  Gayarre,  of  Louisiana, 
Smithsonian  Institute, 
U.  S.  Coast  Survey  Office, 
Mech.  App.  Lib'ry  Ass'n, 

of  Boston, 
Mer.  Iibr'y  Ass'n,         " 
"       "         <c  San  Francisco, 
a       u         u  New  York, 

u  Cincinnati, 
"  Philadelphia, 

St.  Louis  Law  Library  Association, 

Publishers  of  fcll  city  papers, 

St.  Louis  University, 

Cincinnati  Directory  Company. 
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From  the  Smithsonian  Institute  we  have  received  all  the  num-r 
bers  of  its  quarto  publications  necessary  to  complete  our  set  to 
the  present  time,  and  are  also  informed  that  the  name  of  this 
Association  has  been  placed  upon  its  distributing  list,  so  that 
hereafter  you  will  regularly  receive  the  books  as  published. 

Through  the  Hon.  Henry  S.  Geyer  we  have  obtained  the 
volumes  of  the  Annals  of  Congress  that  were  wanting  to  the 
completeness  of  this  truly  valuable  work.  We  desire  to  return 
to  him,  and  also  to  the  Hon.  David  R.  Atchison,  our  thanks  for 
their  many  kindnesses  in  the  shape  of  books,  maps,  charts  and 
other  public  documents. 

To  Mr.  Edward  Wyman  we  are  indebted  for  Chambers'  Cy- 
clopedia, 1786,  4  vols.,  folio,  and  Bowditch's  translation  of 
LaPlace's  Mechanique  Celeste,  4  vols.,  quarto.  To  the  Hon. 
John  M.  Krum  for  a  fine  portrait  of  Lewis  F.  Linn.  To  Mr. 
J.  W.  MacDonald,  for  a  bust  of  Benton,  executed  by  himself. 
To  H.  W.  Birge  for  busts  of  Clay  and  Webster.    To  Charles 
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Miller  for  Parian  pitcher,  glass  goblets  and  bowl.  To  S.  L. 
Bolton  for  tin  signs.  Mr.  P.  M.  House  presents  us  with  a 
curiosity  in  the  shape  of  a  buck's  horn,  apparently  imbedded 
in,  and  projecting  through  an  oak  tree. 

The  portrait  of  Gen.  Clark,  presented  at  your  last  annual 
meeting,  from  the  County  Court,  through  the  instrumentality 
of  H.  W.  Williams,  Esq.,  has  been  received* 

To  the  Board  of  Brokers  we  are  under  obligations  for  chairs, 
table,  and  sundry  articles  of  furniture  for  the  use  of  the  Board 
room. 

An  acknowledgement  of  your  gratitude  is  due  for  the  fol- 
lowing donations  of  stock  in  the  Library  Hall  Company  : 

Mrs.  Ann  C.  T.  Farrar,  fifty  shares ;  McClelland,  Scruggs 
&  Co.,  ten  shares ;  H.  W.  Mayo,  one  share ;  Geo.  H.  Gill,  two 
shares  ;  Geo.  F.  Lowe,  one  share ;  C.  H.  Okott,  two  shares  ; 
Geo.  D.  Little,  four  shares ;  T.  Hildenbrandt,  two  shares  ;  W. 
Wightman,  five  shares  ;  Wm.  G.  Clark,  five  shares. 

It  would  have  afforded  us  a  very  high  degree  of  gratification 
if  we  could  have  announced  to  you  this  evening  that  even  an 
initiary  step  had  been  taken  towards  the  completion  of  a  clas- 
sified catalogue  and  index ;  but  there  have  been  so  many  im- 
mediate wants,  apparently  more  pressing  in  their  claims,  that 
we  have  not  felt  justified  in  undertaking  it.  This  is  a  work 
than  which  we  know  of  none  that  could  add  greater  credit  to 
your  Association  or  be  of  more  benefit  to  yourselves,  for  it 
would  place  immediately  within  your  reach  all  of  the  vast  store 
of  knowledge  collected  on  your  shelves ;  and  as  it  is  a  work 
requiring  much  time  as  well  as  money,  it  cannot  be  commenced 
too  soon.  We  trust  it  will  not  be  long  before  it  can  be  com- 
menced without  detriment  to  other  important  matters  requiring 
present  attention.    Your  property  is  insured  as  follows  : 

In  Home  Mutual  Insurance  Company  for $3,000 

In  Phcenix  Insurance  Company  for 2,000 

In  Lumbermen's  and  Mechanics'  for 4,000 

In  Atlantic  Mutual  for 5,000 

In  Agency  Delaware  Mutual 5,000 

Total  amount  of  insurance •  •  •  $19,000 
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The  value  of  your  property,  as  reported  at  your  last  annual 
meeting,  was  $22,756  61,  it  is  now  estimated  at  $34,580  93, 
a  net  gain  of  $11,924  32.  Surely  such  a  result,  obtained  in 
a  year,  like  the  past,  must  be  a  source  of  congratulation  to 
every  member  of  the  Association.  It  was  a  year  long  to  be 
rembered  as  one  of  almost  unprecedented  disaster  in  every  de- 
partment of  human  affairs.  The  clouds  gave  not  forth  rain, 
the  earth  refused  her  increase,  a  storm  of  commercial  distress 
swept  over  the  land,  and  men  and  institutions  fell  before  it  like 
the  reed  before  the  autumnal  blast,  yet  your  Association  not 
only  maintains  its  position,  but,  without  extraordinary  exertions 
on  our  part,  and  solely  from  the  spontaneous  beneficence  of  its 
friends,  makes  a  greater  gain  in  property  than  in  any  previous 
year,  thus  leaving  no  room  for  doubt,  as  to  the  ultimate 'at- 
tainment of  any  object  now  in  view. 

Respectfully  submitted  on  behalf  of  the  Board. 

JOHN.  T.  DOUGLASS,  President. 
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Taussig,  Edward 
Taussig,  Joseph 
Taylor,  J.  D. 
Taylor,  P. 
Teichmaim,  C.  H* 
Thayer,  M. 
Thomas,  Dorus  H. 
Thomas,  G.  W. 
Thompson,  Jos.  B. 
Thompson,  M. 
Thornton,  J.  W. 
Tilden,  J.  B. 
Tillay,  F.  W. 
Todd,  W. 
Tompkins,  W.  M. 
Tracy,  Geo.  W. 
Tracy,  John  T. 
Traynor,  J.  L. 
Tucker,  F.  H. 
Tuckett,  John 
Turner,  C.  D. 
Van  Arnam,  D.  C- 
Vanderford,  C.  F. 
Van  Norstrand,  J. 
Van  Nostrand,  R.  D- 
Vinton,  Edwin 
Vogel,  H. 
Wacker,  Max. 
Wade,  George  W. 
Walker,  Ralph 
Walter,  Chas.  W. 
Waters,  W.  H. 
Watson,  H.  F. 
Watt,  R.  A. 
Way,  J.  C. 
Webb,  Fred'k. 
Webster,  Thos. 
Weed,  H. 
Wetherill,  S.  J. 
Wheatley,  W.  T. 
Whitaker,  James  K. 
White,  Step.  V. 
White,  W.  H. 
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Whiteside,  John 
Whyers,  E.  G. 
Wider,  E. 
Wilcox,  J.  S. 
Wilke,  Aug. 
Wilmot,  E. 
Wilson,  Geo.  R. 


Adams,  John 
Allen,  Judson 
Allen,  W.  S. 
Andrews,  T.  P. 
Apple  ton,  Edw.  D. 
Armstrong,  James 
Bacon,  J.  H. 
Baker,  Chas.  T. 
Bakewell,  R.  A. 
Bailey,  R.  B. 
Barnes,  John 
Barrett,  J.  R. 
Bates,  Edward 
Batte,  A. 
Baumgarten,  F.  E. 
Beer,  H.  J. 
Bennett,  Samuel  A. 
Bent,  Joseph  K. 
Betts,  Mrs.  A.  C. 
Betts,  Wm.  B. 
Biddlecome,  W.  R. 
Blake,  Aaron 
Bocher,  F. 
Boomer,  Geo.  B. 
Bowlin,  James  B. 
Bradley,  N. 
Breckinridge,  S.  M. 
Bredell,  Jr.,  Edw. 
Brown,  B.  Gratz 
Brown,  Wm.  C. 
Buckner,  A.  EL 
Burr,  M.  H. 
Busch,  J.  J. 
Carr,  Lucien 
Chapman,  A.  L. 
Chew,  J.  S. 


Wilson,  R.  M. 
Wilson,  R.  T. 
Wood,  Tho.  O. 
Wood,  W.  D. 
Woolfolk,  V.  A. 
Wren,  James  W. 
Wykeham,  James 


Wyman,  I. 
Yates,  Theo. 
Yeats,  J.  W. 
Yore,  John  E. 
Young,  Alex. 
Young,  D.  C. 
Ziock,  Wm. 


BENEFICIARIES. 


Chouteau,  E.  A. 
Churchill,  S.  B. 
Clark,  M.  L. 
Clark,  W.  A. 
Clough,  Jesse 
Clover,  H.  A. 
Cohb,  Henry 
Collet,  O.  W. 
Colman,  N.  J. 
Comstock,  T.  G. 
Cook,  Mrs.  Wm. 
Cooke,  Wm.  M. 
Cooper,  Geo.  B. 
Cotting,  Mrs.  Amos 
Courtenay,  Thos.  E. 
Custer,  I.  D. 
Dana,  Chas. 
Daniell,  Jos. 
Davis,  W.  R. 
Dean,  Wm. 
Delafield,  John 
Dick,  F.  A. 
Dimond,  David 
Donovan,  D.  H. 
Douglass,  E.  S. 
Downe,  Leonard 
Doyle,  Thos. 
Draper,  H.  M. 
Drening,  T.  G. 
Eaton,  N.  J. 
Elliott,  R.  S. 
Ellis,  Edwin 
Field,  G.  B. 
Field,  R.  M. 
Ford,  James  K. 
Gardiner,  S.  H. 


Gardiner,  A.  M. 
Gay,  N.  S. 
Giles,  Miss  E.  P. 
Gill,  J.  J. 
Gillespie,  Jas.  L. 
Gillingham,  J.  H. 
Glasgow,  Jr.,  W. 
Goff,  sTames  B. 
Gray,  M.  L. 
Goodson,  Jno.  E. 
Gubbins,  James 
Haight,  H.  R. 
Hall,  Wm. 
Hanson,  Geo.  H. 
Hanson,  Jno.  M. 
Harding,  Jr.,  C. 
Hart,  Geo. 
Hastings,  M. 
Haywood,  W.  B. 
Hazard,  Mrs.  R. 
Haslett,  Wm. 
Henning,  R.  M. 
Henzel,  F. 
Hill,  B.  A. 
Hill,  Jr.,  Jas.  Bv 
Hitchcock,  H. 
Holmes,  A.  L. 
Holmes,  C.  F. 
Holmes,  N. 
Holmes,  S.  A. 
Hough,  W.  M. 
Hough,  H.  A. 
Houghan,  Thomas 
Howe,  A.  W. 
Howe,  W.  W. 
Hutawa,  J. 
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Hlowy,  Bernard 
Jackson,  Thomas 
Jenkins,  A.  G. 
Johnson,  Geo. 
Johnson,  J.  B. 
Kearney,  Wjn. 
Keim,  Isaac  H. 
Kennett,  Wm.  C. 
Kenney,  W.  J. 
Knapp,  Jr.,  Gilbert 
Knott,  Z.  T. 
Krum,  J.  M. 
Lampton,  J.  A.  H. 
Ladue,  P.  A. 
Leavenworth,  M. 
Leffingwell,  H.  W. 
Lemoine,  E.  S. 
Levering,  Step. 
Liggett,  J.  E. 
Linton,  M.  L. 
Litton,  A. 
Logan,  Wm.  C. 
Loughborough,  J.  M. 
Low,  J.  D. 
Lynch,  Wm.  L. 
McCabe,  Edward 
McClellan,  J.  <i. 
McCracken,  R. 
McDannold,  W.  H. 
MacDonald,  J.  W. 
McDowell,  T.  P. 
Man,  A. 
Martin,  Joa.  A. 
Marthens,  H.  C. 
Marlow,  Charles 
Michael,  G.  B. 
Minor,  Francis 
Moore,  John  SL 


Morrison,  D.  S. 
Moses,  G.  A. 
Newman,  T.  W. 
Newton,  S.  M. 
Olshausen,  T. 
0>Regan,  M. 
O'Sullivan,  Thos. 
Papin,  P.  M. 
Pearce,  D. 
Pearson,  John 
Peck,  E.  B. 
Plant,  Geo.  P. 
Pollak,  S. 
Pride,  Geo.  G. 
Primrose,  Tho. 
Reber,  Samuel 
Renard,  Ad. 
'  Renfrew,  Jno. 
Reynolds,  H.  M. 
Reynolds,  T.  C. 
Roberts,  Geo.  P. 
Roe,  John  M. 
Rosenf  eldt,  Isaac 
Ross,  J.  A. 
Rumbold,  W. 
Ryland,  Kirtly 
Sanger,  J.  Y. 
Schneider,  E. 
Scott,  John  F. 
Shaffner,  George 
Shaw,  John 
Shelton,  C.  O. 
Shepley,  John  R. 
Skinner,  J.  W. 
Smith,  A.  R. 
Smithy  Chas* 
Smith,  Miss  M.  A. 


Smith,  R.  H. 
Smith,  W. 
Spalding,  Agnes 
Spence,  P. 
Sprague,  A.  W. 
Sterling,  A.  If. 
Stevens,  C.  W. 
Strong  N.  D.  . 
,  Sullivan,  J.  T. 
Sweringen,  J.  T. 
Swymmer,  W.  S. 
Tandy,  D.  C. 
Taussig,  Wm. 
Taussig,  James 
Thomas,  B.  F. 
Todd,  Albert 
Toewater,  F.  R. 
VaU,  James  H. 

• 

VanDeventer,  P,  L. 
Waggaman,  G.  G. 
Walker,  Benj. 
Walker,  Geo.  S. 
Weer,  Jr.,  Wm. 
Wickham,  John 
Wilcox,  J.  B. 
Wilkins,  James  F. 
Williams,  J.  S. 
Williams,  Tho.  P. 
Wilson,  J.  C. 
Winship,  O.  F. 
Wise,  Isaac  T. 
Wislezenus,  A. 
Wonderly,  J. 
Wood,  John  G. 
Worthington,  D. 
Wright,  I>.  T. 
Teatman,  Thos. 
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HONORARY   MEMBERS. 


S.  J.  P.  Anderson, 
Edward  D.  Baker, 
Thomas  H.  Benton, 
Josiah  Dent, 
John  A.  Dougherty, 
R.  S.  Holmes, 


John  A.  Kasson, 
John  H.  Lathrop, 
bbott  Lawrence, 
O.  M.  Mitchell, 
Charles  A.  Pope, 


John  C.  Richardson, 
James  Shannon, 
C.  F.  Smarius, 
Samuel  Treat, 
Erastus  Wentworth. 


HONORARY  MEMBERS  EX-OFEIOIO. 

Senators  from  Missouri  in  United  States  Congress. 
Representatives  from  Missouri  in  United  States  Congress. 
Senators  from  St  Louis  county  in  Missouri  Legislature. 
Representatives  from  Si  Louis  county  in  Missouri  Legislature. 
President  of  the  Boston  Mercantile  Library  Association. 
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FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF    THE 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


OF    THE 


January   15,   1855. 
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BOARDS  OF  DIRECTION,  1851->55. 


******#****VWM^^******^******^^^M 


For  1851. 

Alfred  Vinton,  President. 
Jas.  £.  Yeatman,  Vice  President 
Robert  M.  Renick,  Treasurer. 
Conbad  R.  Stinde,  Secretary. 

directors: 

Hudson  £.  Bridge, 
George  Collier, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison, 
John  A.  Allen, 
Oliver  D.  Fillet. 


For   1853. 

Alfred  Vinton,  President 
Jas.  E.  Yeatman,  Vice  President. 
Henry  D.  Bacon,  Treasurer. 
John  A.  Allen,  Secretary. 

DIBBCT0B8: 

Hudson  E.  Bridge, 
Wayman  Crow, 
Conbad  R.  Stinde, 
Solon  Humphreys, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison. 


For  1852. 

Alfred  Vinton,  President 

H.  D.  Bacon,  V.  P.  and  Treasurer. 

John  A.  Allen,  Secretary. 

directors: 

•George  Collier, 
Conbad  R.  Stinde, 
James  E.  Yeatman, 
Hudson  E.  Bbidoe, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison, 
Watman  Crow. 


For  1854. 

Alfred  Vinton,  President. 
Jas.  E.  Teatman,  Vice  President. 
Henry  D.  Bacon,  Treasurer. 
John  A.  Allen,  Secretary. 

directors: 

Hudson  E.  Bridge, 
Wayman  Crow, 
Conrad  R.  Stinde, 
Solon  Humphreys, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison. 


For  1855. 

Alpbed  Vinton,  Thomas  Bbown, 

H.  D.  Bacon,  James  E.  Yeatman, 

Wayman  Crow,  J.  H.  Alexander, 

J.  B.  S.  Lemoine,  Hudson  E.  Bridge, 

Wm.  M.  Morrison. 

*  George  Collier,  deceased  July  18, 1852,  and  James  H.  Lucas  elected  to  fill  the 
vacancy,  October  18, 1852. 
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ANNUAL  MEETING. 


■»♦  — 


The  fourth  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Mer- 
cantile Library  Hall  Company  was  held  in  the  library  room  of 
the  Mercantile  Library  Association,  on  Monday  evening,  the 
15th  of  January,  1855,  at  7J  o'clock. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Alfred  Vinton,  Esq., 
and  on  his  motion  Edward  Brooks,  Esq.,  was  elected  chair- 
man. 

On  motion  of  Wayman  Crow,  Esq.,  J.  B.  S.  Lbmoinb  was 
elected  secretary. 

The  proceedings  of  the  last  annual  meeting  were  then  read, 
and  on  motion  of  Wm.  M.  Morrison,  were  approved. 

The  report  of  H.  D.  Bacon,  Esq.,  Treasurer,  was,  in  his 
absence,  read  by  Wm.  M.  Morrison,  Esq.,  and,  on  motion  of 
J.  T.  Douglass,  Esq.,  accepted. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was  read 
by  the  Chairman,  Wm.  M.  Morrison,  Esq.,  and  on  motion  of 
S.  A.  Ranlett,  Esq.,  then  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors  was  read  by  the  Pre- 
sident, Alfred  Vinton,  Esq.,  and  on  motion  of  J.  T.  Doug- 
lass, Esq.,  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McClelland,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors  be  furnished 
the  Mercantile  Library  Association  for  publication. 

On  motion  of  J.  T.  Douglass,  Esq.,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  no  interest  shall  be  paid  upon  the  stock  of  the  Mercantile 
Library  Hall  Company  until  the  entire  debt  of  the  Company  is  paid. 

On  motion  of  Wayman  Crow,  Esq.,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  we  hereby  approve  and  ratify  the  action  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  in  borrowing  $37,388  01  to  complete  the  building  and  fixtures,  and 
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that  we  adopt  these  loans~as  the  debt  of  this  Company,  and  instruct  the  Board 
of  Directors  to  issue  the  obligations  of  the  Company  therefor,  at  such  rate  of 
interest  and  upon  such  security  as  may  be  agreed  upon  between  the  Board  and 
the  parties  from  whom  the  money  has  been  borrowed. 

In  accordance  with  the  constitution  of  the  Company,  an  elec- 
tion of  nine  directors,  to  serve  for  the  ensuing  year,  was  then 
held  by  inspectors  previously  chosen. 

The  inspectors  reported  as  follows  : 

In  conformity  with  the  constitution  and  pursuant  to  notice  given  in  the  pub- 
lic prints,  an  election  was  held  at  the  Library  room  of  the  Mercantile  Library 
Association,  on  the  15th  day  of  January,  1855,  between  the  hours  of  seven 
and  nine  o'clock,  p.  m.,  for  nine  directors  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Hall 
Company,  to  serve  during  the  year  1855,  before  S.  A.  Ranlett,  J.  B.  S.  Le- 
moine,  and  M.  V.  L.  McClelland,  inspectors  of  the  election,  previously  ap- 
pointed by  a  resolution  of  the  Board,  and  who  make  the  following  report, 
to-wit : 

Alfred  Vinton  received • 3,539  votes. 

H.  D.Bacon,         « 4,059  .  « 

Wayman  Crow     " ...-4,059  .  "" 

J.  B.  S.Lemoine« • 3,981      « 

Thomas  Brown     «  ....3,936      " 

Jas.  E.  Yeatman  « 3,539      « 

J.  H.  Alexander  « 3,936     « 

Hudson  E.  Bridge  "  .♦' • ...-4,059     « 

W.  M.  Morrison  « 3,859     « 

We,  the  undersigned,  a  committee  appointed  to  hold  an  election  for  directors 
to  serve  the  present  year,  in  the  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company,  do  certify 
that  the  above  named  nine  gentlemen,  having  received  the  largest  number  of 
votes,  are  duly  elected  as  above. 

(Signed)  S.  A.  RANLETT, 

J.  B.  S.  LEMOINE, 
M.  Y.  L.  McCLELLAND, 
St.  Louis,  January  15,  1855.  Inspectors. 

On  motion  of  J.  T.  Douglass,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting,  with  the  reports  which  have 
been  read,  be  published.. 

EDWARD  BROOKS,  Chairman. 
J.  B.  S.  Lemoink,  Secretary. 
St.  Louis,  January  15, 1855. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


Henry  D.  Bacon,  Treasurer, 

In  account  with  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company. 


To  stock  collections,* 


$1,332  50.    By  warrant  No.  84, $625  00 

«  "    85, 310  00 

«  «    86, 297  50 

By  discount  from  currency, 2  91 

Balance 97  09 


$1,332  50 


$1,332  50 


BALANCE   SHEET 


Heal  Estate $20,730  91    Stock 

Cash 97  09 

Building  account 300  00 

Building  Committee 73,892  47 

Interest  account 1,182  70 

Expense  account 910  33 


$97,113  50 


St.  Louis,  January  15,  1855. 


$97,113  50 


$97,113  50 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  OF  WAYS  AND  MEANS. 


The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  have  examined  the  account  of  H.  B. 
Bacon,  Esq.,  Treasurer,  and  find  the  same  correct. 

WM.  M.  MORRISON, 
WAYMAN  CROW. 
Com.  of  Ways  and  Means  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Co. 
St.  Louis,  January  15,  1855. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF    THE 


MERCANTILE  LIBRARY  HALL  COMPANY 


The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Com- 
pany, of  St.  Louis,  beg  leave  to  make  their  fourth  annual  re- 
port to  the  stockholders. 

Since  the  last  annual  meeting,  the  library  building  has  been 
completed,  and  is  now  in  full  use.  The  decorative  painting  of 
the  large  hall  was  executed  by  Mr.  L.  J.  Pomarede,  from  de- 
signs by  Mr.  R.  S.  Mitchell,  architect.  The  Board  acknowl- 
edge their  obligation  to  Mr.  Mitchell  for  the  taste  and  skill  dis- 
played in  these  designs,  to  which,  in  a  great  degree,  the  grand 
and  beautiful  appearance  of  the  hall  is  to  be  ascribed.  Mr. 
Pomarede's  painting  of  Mr.  Mitchell's  drawings,  is  quite  wor- 
thy of  his  previous  reputation  as  a  fresco  painter.  The  build- 
ing has  been  furnished  with  chandeliers  and  other  gas  fixtures, 
and  with  book-cases,  tables,  and  other  furniture.  We  have 
been  enabled  to  pay  for  these  things  by  the  liberality  of  your 
Treasurer,  Henry  D.  Bacon,  Esq.,  who,  since  the  last  annual 
meeting,  has  advanced  for  the  use  of  this  company,  nearly 
$10,000.  In  pursuance  of  your  resolution  of  16th  January 
last,  the  Board  of  Directors  have  borrowed,  as  best  they  could, 
the  following  sums  of  money : 

Of  Dr.  Bast,  upon  the  note  of  the  company,  due  April  1, 1855,  in- 
cluding one  year's  interest,  at  10  per  cent. $9,195  66 

Of  Citizens9  Insurance  Company  of  St  Louis,  upon  the  note  of  the 
company,  at  60  days,  due  March  8, 1855,  at  6  per  cent,  interest,     3,000  00 

Of  Hudson  E.  Bridge,  Esq $406  08 

Of  Henry  D.  Bacon,  Esq., 9,561  65 

And  of  others * 3,033  52 

13,001  25 

Amount  carried  forward • $25,196  91 
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Amount  brought  forward, $25,196  91 

Respecting  this  $13,001  25,  no  agreement  as  to  interest  has  been 
made,  and  the  obligations  of  the  company  have  not  been  issued 
for  it 
We  have  received  from  the  Mercantile  Library  Association,  on  ac- 
count of  rent 1,500  00 

And  we  learn  from  their  annual  report  that  they  have  a  further 
sum  of  $2,117  39  on  hand,  to  pay  to  this  company  on  account 
of  rent 
From  stock  subscriptions,  the  receipts  of  the  past  year  have  been     1,432  50 
And  from  other  sources 26  04 

Making  a  total  of  receipts,  since  the  date  of  the  last  annual  meet- 
ing, of $28,155  45 

This  money  has  been  expended  for  the  following  purposes  : 

St.  LouU  Mercantile  Library  Hail  Company 

In  account  with  the  Building  Committee* 

1854.  Dr. 

Jan'y  11.  iFor  cash  paid  for  insurance $101  00 

Jan'y  13.         "  "  « 10100 

Jan'y  14.         "  "  "     50  00 

May     4.         "  "  "     200  00 

Sept   30.  «  "  "     254  00 

1855. 

Jan'y    8.  For  cash  paid  for  insurance •  •  •  •  •  •  •  315  00 

1854.  $1,021  00 

Jan'y  30.  For  cash  paid  B.  Barth,  carving $150  00 

Feb'y20.         "  «  iC         "     200  00 

April  15.         «  "  "  " 14112 

1854.  491  12 

Feb'y    4.  For  cash  paid  Smith  &  Evil,  for  plastering. . .  1,000  00 

Mar.    29.  «  «  "  "     322  76 

■      ■  1,322  76 

Feb'y    9.  For  cash  to  C.  T.  Wilgus  &  Co.,  for  painting,  $600  00 

Mar.      7.         «  "  "  " 500  00 

April  18.  "  «  "  "....1,000  00 

June      3.         "  «  u  .    " 800  00 

Oct'r     3.         "  "  "  " 300  18 

■    3,200  18 

FeVy  11.  For  cash  paid  Z.  T.  Knott,  for  carpt'r  work,  $1,200  00 

June      1.  "  "  " 1,200  00 

June    15.  "  "  "      " 500  00 

Amounts  carried  forward, $2,900  00  $6,035  06 
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1854.  Amounts  brought  forward, $2,900  00  $6,035  06 

June    22.  For  cash  paid  Z.  T.  Knott,  for  capt>r  work 800  00 

Qct'r  23.  "                       "                           « 375  65 

Sept'r  27.  "                       «                          « 1,000  00 

Dec'r  30.  «                       «                          « 703  26 

5,778  91 

Feb'y  16.  For  cash  paid  for  interest*** $32  50    ' 

Feb'y  16.  «         «               «     120  00 

Mar.    24.  "         «              «     795  66 

April  20.  «         "              «     32  00 

June    28.  "         "              «     32  00 

Oct'r     7.  "         «              «     32  00 

Nov'r    1.  .«         «              "     32  00 

Nov'r  23.  «         «              «    38  50 

1855. 

Jan'y    4.  For  cash  paid  for  interest 32  00 

1,146  66 

1854. 

April  12.  Cash  paid  Goodin  &  Tooker,  for  gas  fixtures,  $297  50 

Feb'y    6.  «  «  « 250  00 

Mar.     4.  "  "  « 250  00 

May    13  "  **  « 280  00 

Dec'r  30.  «  «  «* 15  80 

1,008  30' 

Mar.    16.  Cash  paid  Wm.  M.  Harlow  &  Co.,  for  seats,  $310  00 

Mar.    16.  «  «  "  ......  527  50 

Mar.    22.  "  "  «  « 890  00 

1,727  50 

May   12.    Cash  paid  W.  McManus  &  Co.  for  brick  work,  $479  65 

Oct'r  23.  "  «  «  .........  52  05 

531  70 

Feb'y   6.    Cash  paid  McMurray  &  Pawley  for  iron  work,  625  00 

May   23.  «  «  «  « 744  03 

1855. 

Jan'y    8.    Cash  paid  McMurray  &  Pawley  for  iron  work,  830  00 

2,199  03. 

1854. 

July    18.    Cash  paid  L.  J.  Pomarede,  for  painting  hall,.  .$500  00 
Dec'r  11.  «  «  «     780  00 

Dec'r  11.  «  «  «     20  00 

1^300  00 

Feb'y  16.  For  cash  for  real  estate 1,000  00 

Feb'y  25.  For  cash  paid  Hughes  &  Knipper,  for  stone  work 129  75 

Mar.    11.  For  cash  fox  gas  light 20  47 

April  17.  For  cash  paid  Bridge  &  Bro.,  for  castings,  &c, 406  08 

April  22.  For  cash  paid  Chilson,  Richardson  &  Co.,  for  registers  72  78 

May     8.  For  cash  paid  J.  W.  Burd,  for  plumbing,  &c., 1,670  97 

Amount  carried  forward; $23,112  2L 
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1854.  Amount  brought  forward, $23,112  21 

May   22.  For  cash  paid  for  taxes 168  12 

May   23.  For  cash  paid  Field,  Beardslee  &  Co.,  for  blue  cloth 

for  tables A 153  75 

Sept'r  23.  For  cash  paid  Cornelius,  Baker  &  Co.,  for  gas  fixtures, 

chandeliers,  &c.  ..••••• 4,26513 

Sept'r  26.  For  cash  paid  Beard  &  Bro.,  for  lightning  rods  • 56  45 

Oct'r     7.  For  cash  paid  Chambers  &  Knapp,  for  printing 35  50 

Dec'r  30.  For  cash  paid  R.  8.  Mitchell,  architect 128  54 

Mar.  28.  For  cash  paid  A.  S.  Mitchell  &  Co.,  for  advertising, . .  *    9  00 

May     4.  For  cash  paid  Henry  Pranto,  for  hauling, 26  75 

1854. 

April  26.  For  cash  paid  A.  M.  Anderson,  clerk  hire, •  •  -     100  00 

May    10.  For  cash  paid  A.  M.  Anderson,  clerk  hire, 100  00 

$28,155  45 

1854.  Cr. 

Feb'y   4.    By  cash  received  from  H.  D.  Bacon,  Treasurer,  per 

warrant  No.  84 $625  00 

Mar.    16.    By  cash  received  from  H.  D.  Bacon,  Treasurer,  per 

warrant  No.  85 310  00 

April  12.    By  cash  received  from  H.  D.  Bacon,  Treasurer,  per 

warrant  No.  86 297  50 

April  26.    By  cash  received  from  H.  D.  Bacon,  Treasurer,  per 

warrant  No.  87. v 100  00* 

May   10.    By  cash  received  from  H.  D.  Bacon,  Treasurer,  per 

warrant  No.  88 100  00 

Mar.  24.    By  cash  received  for  note  of  Mercantile  Library  Hall 

Co.,  signed  by  Alfred  Vinton,  President,  and  John 

A.  Allen,  Secretary,  dated  March  24, 1854,  and  pay- 

ble  April  1, 1855,  to  order  of  Wayman,  Crow,  W. 

M.  Morrison,  A.  Vinton,  J.  A.  Allen,  J.  E.  Yeat- 

man,  and  H.  E.  Bridge,  for • ••     9,195  66 

1855. 

Jan'y    4.    By  cash  received  for  note  of  Mercantile  Library  Hall 

Co.,  signed  by  Alfred  Vinton,  President,  dated  Jan- 
uary 4, 1855,  at  sixty  days  after  date,  to  order  of  W. 
M.  Morrison  and  Wayman  Crow,  payable  at  Page 

♦fc  Bacon's,  for 3,000  00 

1854. 

Mar.     7.    By  cash  received  of  Hart  &  Harvey.  ••• 26  04 

April  17.    By  cash  received  from  H.  E.  Bridge 406  08 

•Nov'r  23.    By  cash  received  from  St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library 

Association • 1,500  00 

By  cash  received  of  H.  D.  Bacon,  at  sundry  times-.*  9,561  65 

By  cash  received  of  Alfred  Vinton,  at  sundry  times  •  *  •  •  3,033  52 

$28,155  45 
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The  receipts  of  this  Company,  since  its  origin  to  this  date, 
have  been  as  follows  : 

From  stock  subscription $97,213  50 

Borrowed,  as  per  last  annual  report  and  still  unpaid,  •  •  $12,091  10  s 

Borrowed  on  bills  payable,  since  the  last  annual  meeting,  12,195  66 
Borrowed  of  Messrs.  Bacon,  Bridge  and  others,  since  the 

last  annual  meeting,  • 13,001  25 

Total  amount  borrowed, 37,288  01 

134,501  51 

Received  from  Mercantile  Library  Association  for  rent*  •  •  •. 1,500  00 

Received  for  old  lumber,  &c, • Ill  04 

Aggregate  receipts • -•  $136,112  55 

This  money  has  been  expended  as  follows  : 

Real  estate $22,071  59 

Z.  T.  Knott,  for  lumber,  carpentry,  labor,  hardware,  &c, 30,855  08 

Wm.  McManus  &  Co.,  for  brick  and  brick  laying, 16,831  70 " 

Hughes  &  Knipper,  for  cut  stone  Work, 12,629  75 

McMurray  &  Pawly,  for  iron  work, 6,149  03 

Smith  &  Evil,  for  plastering, 4,472  76 

Copper, 2,129  36 

Hart  &  Harvey,  for  copper  work, • 1,075  00 

J.  T.  Dowdallfc  Co.,  for  castings, 3,007  38. 

Nicholas  Whyte,for  slating, 1,761  96 

Wm.  M.  Harlow  &  Co.,  for  seats  for  both  lecture  rooms 5,030  50 

John  Shaw,  for  rubble  masonry, • • 3,097  39 

John  W.  Burd,for  plumbing  and  tin  work, 2,770  97 

Goodin  &  Tooker,  for  gas  pipe  and  fittings,  •  •  •  •  • 2,118  30 

R.  L.  Harty,  for  excavation •• •  1,076  50 

John  Slaney,  for  labor  and  hauling, 336  28 

W.  O.  Shands,for  sewer, 129  25 

Lynch,  McFadden  &  Co.,  for  stone  work, 120  61 

Edward  Hughes,  for  stone  work, 185  50 

Bacon,  Hyde  &  Co.,  for  glass,  &c, • 352  46 

B.  Barth,  for  carving, • 741  12 

James  Graham,  for  castings, 95  50 

C.  T.  Wilgus  &  Co.,  for  painting  and  glazing, 3,200  18 

L.  J.  Pomarede,  for  f re'sco  painting, .  •  > 1,300  00 

Bridge  &  Brother,  for  castings, 406  08 

Field,  Beardslee  &  Co.,  for  cloth  for  tables,  • 153  75 

Cornelius,  Baker  &  Co.,  for  .chandeliers,  pendants,  and  other  gas 

fixtures, ••••4,265  13 

Amount  carried  forward, $126,363  13 
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Amount  carried  forward,.... ...$126,363  13 

Beard  &  Brother,  for  lightning  rods, 56  45 

R.  S.  Mitchell,  for  superintendence, 2,500  00 

Clerk  hire,  paid  to  Messrs.  Phillips  &  Anderson  by  Messrs.  Re- 
nick  and  Bacon,  Treasurers, 1,177  78 

Plans, 403  00 

Interest  paid  to  Col.  Brant,  Dr.  Bast,  and  Citizens9  Insurance  Co.,* -2,867  07 

Insurance,... 1,493  34 

Taxes,  for  sewer  tax, • 346  82 

.Sundries,  for  hauling,  watchmen,  labor,  and  sundries, 904  96 

$136,112  55 


The  only  debts  due  by  the  company,  except  as  herein  before 
(mentioned,  are  three  notes  to  Col.  Brant,  for  ground  bought 
of  him,  for  $1000  each,  dated  February  13, 1852,  bearing  in- 
terest at  six  per  cent.,  and  due  respectively,  February  13-17, 
1855;  February  13-17,  1856  ;  February,  13-17, 1857. 

These  notes  and  interest  and  the  interest  on  loans,  amounting 
in  the  aggregate  to  $37,288  01,  added  to  outlay  for  land  and 
building,  will  make  the  whole  cost  of  your  enterprise  about 
$140,000,  after  deducting  the  amounts  paid  for  taxes  and  insu- 
rance, which  the  Library  Association  are  to  refund  to  you. 
This  excess  of  cost  over  estimates  is  produced  by  the  cost  of 
chandeliers,  book-cases,  tables,  seats  for  both  halls,  iron  shut- 
ters for  the  rear  of  the  building,  and  other  items  not  embraced 
in  the  original  plan. 

An  agreement  has  been  made  with  the  Library  Association 
that  the  lease  shall  be  dated  and  the  rent  begin  July  1, 1854. 
The  lease  is  now  in  preparation,  and  will  be  executed  when  ready. 
The  $1,500  already  received  and  the  $2,117  39  which  the  As- 
sociation report  as  ready  for  your  use,  amount,  together,  to 
$3,617  39,  or  within  less  than  $600  of  the  whole  amount  of 
rent  which  was  due  to  you  from  the  Association  on  the  1st  inst. 
We  recommend  that  this  sum,  together  with  the  reimbursements 
of  your  outlay  for  insurance  and  taxes,  together  with  all  re- 
ceipts from  the  Mercantile  Library  Association,  for  rent  or 
otherwise,  be  applied  to  the  liquidation  of  the  debt  due  by  this 
.company,  and  that  the  stockholders,  to-night,  vote  that  no  inter- 
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est  shall  be  paid  to  stockholders  of  the  company,  until  the  debt 
due  by  the  company  be  fully  paid.  They  will  then  be  holders 
of  stock  nominally  of  $97,213  50,  but  really  representing 
ground,  building  and  fixtures  costing,  and  actually  worth 
$140,000.  This  retention  of  the  interest  by  the  company  will 
work  no  injustice  to  any  one,  since  the  interest  so  retained  will 
be  applied  to  the  payment  of  an  incumbrance  upon  the  stock- 
holders' property,  thus  making  that  stock  annually  more  val- 
uable. 

The  form  of  a  stock  certificate  has  been  adopted  by  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  this  company,  and  would  have  been 
issued  prior  to  this  date  but  for  the  absence,  in  New  York,  of 
your  treasurer,  whose  signature  is  necessary  under  the  by- 
laws of  the  company.  The  earliest  opportunity  to  issue  the 
stock  certificates  will  be  embraced. 

We  recommend  that  you,  by  resolution,  adopt  the  loans 
made  by  your  Board  as  the  debt  of  the  company,  and  instruct 
the  Board  of  Directors  to  issue  the  obligations  of  the  company 
therefor  at  such  rate  of  interest  and  upon  such  security  as 
may  be  agreed. 

You  have  insurance  on  your  building  and  fixtures  as  follows  : 


In  the  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Co.,  St.  Louis,  < 


a 


a 


Lumbermen  and  Mechanics'  •  • 

Pacific « 

Merchants'  Mutual u 

Citizens' u 

Floating  Dock " 

St.  Louis " 

Union •  •  • » "  

Missouri  State  Mutual " " 

HomeMutual "  " 


a 
tc 


$5,000 
.  10,000 

•  10,000 
10,000 

•10,000 
•10,000 

■  10,000 

■  -5,000 

•  10,000 
..7,000 


$87,000 


Having  now  completed  your  building,  you  have  the  satisfac- 
tion of  seeing  the  whole  of  it  in  use  at  rents  quite  equal  to 
original  estimates  ;  of  seeing  the  Lecture  Halls  thronged  by 
large  and  admiring  audiences,  and  of  finding  the  Mercantile 
Library  Association,  for  which  the  enterprise  was  undertaken, 
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in  possession,  rent  free,  of  accommodations  unsurpassed  by 
those  of  any  similar  institution  in  the  World. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ALFRED  VINTON,  President. 
St.  Louis,  January  15, 1855. 


The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  the  Mercantile  Libra- 
ry Hall  Company,  have  examined  the  Building  Committee's 
account,  and  compared  the  same  with  vouchers,  all  of  which 
they  find  correct.  Wm.  M.  Morrison, 

Wayman  Crow. 
St.  Louis,  January  15,  1855. 
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IMUGUEAL  ADDEESS 


OF    THE 


REV.  WM.  HOMES, 


AT   THE   OPENING  OF  THE 


txav&k  Jikarg 


OF  ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 


OCTOBER  17,   1854. 


ST.    LOUIS: 
PUBLISHED  BT  TH.E   ASSOCIATION 

1855. 


At  the  ninth  annual  meeting  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Hall,  held  in  the  library  rooms 
on  the  evening  of  9th  January,  1855,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Alfred  Vinton,  Esq.,  the  fol- 
lowing preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopted : 

Whereas,  The  Rev.  Wm.  Homes,  from  motives  of  delicacy,  which  are  highly  appreciated, 
has  omitted  from  his  Inaugural  Address  all  mention  of  the  eminent  services  of  Henry 
D.  Bacon,  Esq.,  to  this  Association ;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  by  the  members  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Association  in  annual  meeting  as- 
sembled, That  a  due  regard  to  the  truth  of  history,  a  proper  self-respect,  and  justice  to 
Henry  D.  Bacon,  Esq.,  alike  demand  that  the  omission  by  Mr.  Horns  should  be  sup- 
plied. We,  therefore,  declare  that,  in  our  opinion,  the  commencement  and  the  comple- 
tion of  the  Mercantile  Library  Hall  building  are  both  due  to  the  public  spirit  and  muni- 
ficence of  Mr.  Bacon  ,*  his  subscription  of  twenty-one  thousand  dollars  to  its  stock  having 
at  once  secured  the  beginning  of  the  enterprise,  which,  without  his  aid,  would  have  failed. 
His  additional  advance  within  the  last  year,  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  enabled  the  company 
to  finish  the  building,  and  supply  it  with  book-cases,  chandeliers,  desks,  tables,  and  with 
seats  for  both  lecture  rooms. 

Resolved,  That  in  his  donation  of  books,  pictures,  stationery  and  money,  Mr.  Bacon 
has  far  outstripped  all  others,  and  has  manifested  a  warmth  of  friendship  for  this  Asso- 
ciation, which  leaves  us  no  words  in  whioh  adequately  to  express  our  thanks. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  is  hereby  instructed  to  cause  these  resolutions  to 
be  entered  on  their  journal,  to  be  communicated  to  Mr.  Bacon,  and  to  be  printed  with 
the  Inaugural  Address  of  Rev.  Mr.  Htxcs. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  is  hereby  instructed  to  request  Mr.  Bacon  to 
sit  for  his  portrait  to  such  artist  as  may  be  selected  by  himself,  the  portrait,  when  com- 
pleted, to  be  hung  in  the  library. 


ADDRESS. 


Gentlemen  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Association  of  St.  Louis  : 

I  cannot  aspire  to  do  much  more  upon  the  present  occasion, 
than  give  you  specimens  of  such  reflections  as  many  of  you 
must  have  indulged  while  viewing  this  monument,  destined  to 
serve  the  double  purpose,  of  a  memorial  to  the  perpetual 
honor  of  its  Mercantile  founders,  and  an  auxiliary  in  the  attain- 
ment of  high  literary  culture  "to  thousands  of  our  fellow  citi- 
zens for  many  years  to  come. 

It  is  the  product  of  St.  Louis  enterprise  and  munificence. 
And  in  assuming  the  honorable  duty  here  assigned  me,  it  will 
be  my  object  to  speak  in  the  name  of  the  men,  in  whose  philan- 
thropic views  this  institution  originated,  and  by  whose  patience 
under  difficulties,  and  perseverance  in  the  face  of  many  dis- 
couragements, it  has  been  brought  to  its  present  prosperous 
condition,  so  auspicious  of  augmented  usefulness  in  the  fu- 
ture. 

If  I  feel  any  embarrassment  in  the  adoption  of  a  course  of 
thought  likely  to  be  acceptable  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  it  is 
in  making  a  selection  from  the  many  topics  which  offer  them- 
selves—  all  of  which  are  affiliated  to  the  design  of  the  Insti- 
tution, and  all  seemingly  important.  If  the  occasion  were 
purely  one  of  dedication,  or  if,  in  the  fulfilment  of  my  duty 
here,  it  were  necessary  to  seek  to  vindicate  the  character  and 
objects  of  this  Association  to  your  judgments,  or  to  win  for 
it  a  place  in  your  affections,  my  course  would  be  plain  and 
simple.  But  this  building  has  already  been  adopted  with  favor 
and  with  pride  by  the  St.  Louis  public,  and  this  hour  is  one 
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quite  as  much  of  congratulation  as  of  any  thing  else.  It  is 
an  era  in  progress  —  a  moment's  resting  spot  in  the  route  of 
ascent,  whence  we  may  survey  the  road  traveled  for  nine  years, 
and  from  the  past  draw  encouragement  and  strength  for  coming 
years.  This  day  commemorates,  as  well  as  inaugurates  —  and 
this  address  is  neither  prologue,  nor  epilogue,  but  a  simple 
side  talk  between  the  acts  of  a  drama,  destined  to  occupy  the 
attention  of  this  public,  long  after  the  present  actors  shall 
have  withdrawn  and  re- appeared  upon  another  stage  of  being. 
Quite  naturally  it  seems  to  me,  then,  we  should,  in  this  inter- 
view, say  something  about  books  and  libraries  in  the  past  — 
something  about  this  one  and  its  founders  and  friends  —  some- 
thing about  its  objects  and  our  future  plans.  To  this  classifi- 
cation I  invite  your  attention  now. 

The  advantages  of  any  era  are  best  estimated,  in  contrast 
with  some  anterior  period  when  they  were  wanting.  The  bles- 
sings of  the  present  never  appear  so  great,  as  in  the  compari- 
son with  times  of  which  history  preserves  the  record,  when  no 
wild  dream  even  could  have  pictured  to  the  mind  one  in  a  hun- 
dred of  the  realities  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

It  may  be  deemed  a  literary  heresy  by  some,  to  assign  any 
other  than  the  first  place  to  Greece  and  Borne,  in  all  that  con- 
stitutes the  glory  of  literature  ami  art.  I  am  aware  that  there 
are  many  enthusiastic  worshippers  of  those  nations,  when  at 
the  height  of  the  splendor  and  glory  of  their  civilization,  who 
find  no  parallel  to  them  in  any  subsequent  times,  and  ask  for  no 
other  fountains  of  literature  or  models  of  art.  A  comparison, 
however,  of  an  age  in  which  there  is  a  general  diffusion  of 
knowledge  among  the  millions,  with  any  previous  age,  must  be 
made  upon  the  point  of  general  or  common  advantages ;  and 
after  the  utmost  has  been  said,  that  even  imagination  will  al- 
low, concerning  the  intellectual  culture  of  the  Greeks  in  early 
times,  mention  has  been  made  of  but  one  nation,  and,  in  reali- 
ty, of  but  one  city  in  one  nation  —  Athens.  So  far  as  the 
derivation  of  letters  from  Egypt  is  concerned,  the  acknowledg- 
ed truth  is,  that  the  priesthood  of  that  nation  was  more  sacred- 
ly guarded  and  exclusive  in  its  relations  to  the  people  than  any 


that  ever  ruled  on  earth.  The  "  learning  of  the  Egyptians" 
was  an  instrument  of  ecclesiastical  power.  Common  diffusion 
of  it  would  have  destroyed  one  chief  source  of  that  magical 
power  which  held  in  subjection  kings  as  well  as  subjects. 

If  the  learning  of  this  sacred  class  passed  oyer  into  Greece, 
as  it  is  affirmed  that  it  did,  it  did  not  obtain  a  much  wider  range 
for  generations.  In  the  time  of  Solon  there  was  no  general 
culture.  Two  generations  later,  although  it  is  said  that  Pisistra- 
tus  founded  a  public  library,  books  were  scarcely  known,  sci- 
ence was  indefinite,  and  art  barbarous.  Three  generations  later, 
the  splendor  of  Grecian  art  was  at  its  meridian  height,  reaching 
its  culminating  point  in  the  age  of  Pericles.  But  in  reading 
the  history  of  this  period,  whether  we  regard  the  motives  which 
actuated  him  who  gave  a  practical  direction  to  the  constitution- 
ally fine  taste  of  the  Greek,  or  the  relation  which  the  citizen 
was  held  to  sustain  to  the  body  politic,  it  is  impossible  to  see 
in  that  splendid  age  any  thing  to  call  up  a  sigh  for  the  past. 
Pericles  was  in  the  place  of  power — dependent  upon  the  sov- 
ereign people.  Ruling  over  a  race  strong  with  passion,  and 
fond  of  amusement,  he  consulted  his  own  taste,  and  secured  a 
hold  upon  the  Athenians,  by  calling  into  existence  works  un- 
surpassed in  beauty  and  grace  of  form,  for  the  accommodation 
and  gratification  of  the  capricious  populace ;  while,  so  far  as 
sculpture  and  painting,  in  their  highest  form  of  culture,  con- 
stitute an  enviable  feature  of  a  past  age,  all  that  is  ever  claim- 
ed for  Athens  may  be  allowed.  But  the  glory  of  Athens  then, 
was  the  glory  of  external  art,  tending  to  the  culture  of  but  a 
limited  department  of  the  human  intellect  —  its  taste  for  the 
beautiful.  The  tragic  poets  of  that  age,  JEschylus,  Sopho- 
cles, and  Euripides,  served  no  higher  purpose  to  that  pleasure- 
loving  people,  than  to  give  rise  to  the  immense  theatres  of 
Athens,  where,  at  the  public  expense,  the  democracy  were 
amused.  The  learning  of  that  age  was  limited  to  the  one  de- 
sign of  practical  usefulness.  Intellectual  culture,  in  itself  con- 
sidered, was  not  an  object  of  pursuit.  The  citizen  belonged  to 
the  entire  body  —  he  was  public  property  —  a  servant  of  the 
State — though  one  of  its  sovereign  democracy.    Education 
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was  desirable  only  so  far  as  it  subserved  the  ends  of  public 
usefulness.  The  public  assemblages  of  Greece,  were  places  of 
ceaseless  public  speaking ;  and  in  these,  whether  political  or 
judicial,  the  Greek  was  under  the  necessity  of  being  a  speaker. 
Whatever,  therefore,  would  contribute  to  the  formation  of  cor- 
rect taste  in  an  orator,  and  give  best  effect  to  his  manner  and 
utterance,  was  the  main  end  of  Grecian  intellectual  culture. 
And  it  is  in  this,  perhaps,  that  we  find  an  explanation  of  the 
unparalleled  attainments  of  the  Greek  in  the  art  of  eloquence. 
He  was,  of  necessity,  a  public  speaker,  and  this  necessity  gave 
rise  to  the  class  of  sophists  and  rhetoricians,  who,  however,  con- 
ceived of  no  higher  idea  of  intellectual  culture,  than  that  which 
was  indispensable  to  participation  in  the  discussions  of  the 
public  assemblages  of  Athens.  Grecian  intellect  was  develop- 
ed by  these  contests,  and  as  there  were  honorable  rewards  at- 
tached to  successful  public  speaking,  there  was,  of  course,  a 
constant  stimulus  to  the  multiplication  of  the  productive  minds 
of  Greece.  But  it  has  been  plainly  intimated  by  the  noblest 
historian  of  that  people,  that  the  few  minds  of  that  era, 
whose  renown  is  universal,  overshot  their  own  age  and  became 
the  teachers  of  posterity.  That  mental  activity  which  may, 
with  some  qualification,  be  said  to  have  characterized  the  Athe- 
nians, found  chief  expression,  not  in  written  records,  but  in 
conversations  and  in  oral  discussions.  The  wisest  of  the 
Athenians  taught  only  by  word  of  mouth.  Books  were  few, 
and  limited  to  a  select  few  in  their  circulation  ;  and  one  con- 
sideration alone  is  sufficient  to  furnish  us  with  ground  on  which 
to  indulge  some  complacency,  while  scanning  the  superior  ad- 
vantages of  the  present  over  the  past.  The  State  never 
thought  of  erecting  public  institutions  of  learning,  to  be  main- 
tained at  public  expense,  having  the  very  least  possible  concern 
with  any  of  the  schools.  The  character  and  qualifications  of 
many  of  the  tutors,  privately  engaged,  were  exceedingly  low ; 
while  the  course  of  study  for  most,  was  reading,  writing,  arith- 
metic, music  and  the  gymnasium.  Beyond  this,  the  main  ob- 
ject was  to  awaken  and  foster  a  public  spirit.  The  public  was 
every  thing— the  individual  man  nothing.     Any  more  advan- 
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ced  instruction,  for  which  the  most  enormous  charges  were 
made,  the  rich  only  could  enjoy..  Some,  whose  names  have 
survived  the  lapse  of  ages,  attained  knowledge  only  by  the 
greatest  sacrifices  —  working  by  night  in  gardens  kid  mills,  in 
order  to  attend  the  lectures  of  philosophers  and  sophists  by 
day. 

But  that  which  will  strike  the  minds  of  the  present  age,  as 
•setting  forever  at  rest  the  question  we  are  now  considering,  is 
the  fact  that,  during  the  most  brilliant  era  of  Grecian  history, 
there  were  no  provisions  whatever  for  the  education  of  girls. 
There  were  slaves  in  Greece.  But  the  education  of  Grecian 
ladies,  especially  in  Athens  itself,  was  scarcely  in  advance  of 
that  of  their  slaves.  They  were  uninstructed  in  mind,  and 
graceless  in  manners.  The  only  class  of  women  in  that  age, 
who  did  aspire  to  mental  accomplishments,  was  that  of  those 
who  administered  to  the  sensual  gratification  of  their  admirers. 
If  we  look  into  Sparta,  the  people  of  that  renowned  State  were 
destitute  of  even  the  elements  of  letters.  They  could  neither 
read  nor  write.  So  that  it  would  be  as  truthful  to  history  to 
speak  of  Spartan  ignorance,  as  well  as  Spartan  courage. 
Whatever  meed  of  praise  may  now,  after  many  generations,  be 
bestowed  upon  Lacedaemonian  virtue,  or  heroism,  not  a  word 
can  be  said  of  the  intellectual  glory  of  that  powerful  State. 
The  historians  of  the  proudest  era  of  that  people,  caq  point 
only  to  au  tall  and  vigorous  breed  of  citizens,"  when  speak- 
ing of  the  men,  and  the  "  fine  shape  and  masculine  vigor"  of 
the  women  —  qualities  not  to  be  despised ;  but  suggesting  that, 
if  there  be  nothing  more  to  boast  of  in  ancient  Sparta,  their 
equals  may  be  found  among  American  Indians.  It  was  a  deed 
worthy  of  praise  for  a  Spartan  youth  to  stand  without  the  quiv- 
er of  a  muscle,  or  the  utterance  of  a  groan,  while  the  stolen 
fox  concealed  beneath  his  cloak,  tore  out  his  bowels.  The  ac- 
complishments of  a  scholar  he  was  taught  to  despise.  It  is 
affirmed,  without  the  possibility  of  dispute,  that  the  schools  of 
Sparta  included  no  instruction  in  letters.  Isocrates,  quoted 
by  Grote,  speaking  of  the  appreciation  which  his  discourse,  the 
Panathenaic,  would  meet  with  among  the  most  rational  of  the 
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Spartans,  says  they  will  approve  it  "if  they  can  find  any  one 
to  read  it  to  them."  And  the  same  author  most  satisfactorily 
shows  the  fact,  that  the  most  intelligent  were  obliged  to  procure 
a  professional  reader  of  any  document. 

And  it  is  worthy  of  notice,  that  both  Zenophon  and  Plato — 
names  familiar  to  the  literature  of  all  subsequent  ages — greatly 
admired  the  Spartan  method  of  training  men.  The  former,  in 
his  Oyropaedia,  pictures  an  imaginary  society,  in  which  how- 
ever, literature  has  no  place.  "  Letters,  or  written  composi- 
tions, or  book-learning"  are  not  essential  to  the  glory  of  a 
perfect  state.  Men  need  only  the  "  perfection  of  the  physical 
frame — the  moral  character  and  the  practical  intelligence." 
Plato,  in  his  ideal  community,  admits  with  the  greatest  cau- 
tion, and  under  severe  restraints,  poets,  historians  and  phil- 
osophers, regarding  them  as  likely  to  interfere  with  some 
of  the  desirable  ends  to  be  attained  by  a  proper  training  of 
youth  for  most  efficient  citizenship —expressly  laying  it  down, 
in  his  "  Laws,"  that  "  no  specific  encouragement  should  be  giv- 
en  to  die  cultivation  of  elegant  or  speculative  literature." 

We  hear  of  books,  and  book -selling  in  Greece.  But  doubts 
have  been  raised  as  to  the  existence  of  book- selling  as  a  trade, 
and  even  of  the  existence  of  private  libraries  before  the  time 
of  Aristotle.  At  all  events,  the  number  of  those  who  collect- 
ed the, writings  of  the  poets  and  sophists,  was  comparatively 
small ;  and  as  for  public  libraries,  there  is  no  certain  evidence 
of  the  character  of  any  previous  to  the  Alexandrian.  True, 
the  libraries  of  Pisistratus  of  Athens,  and  Poly  crates  of 
Samos,  are  spoken  of  as  public  libraries.  The  annotator  upon 
Professor  Becker's  Gharieles,  however,  says  that  such  a  myth- 
ical obscurity  pervades  the  accounts  of  these  libraries,  and  so 
much  boldness  characterizes  the  conjectures  concerning  their 
destiny,  that  the  whole  is  to  be  viewed  with  suspicion.  Except 
these,  there  is  no  mention  of  any  for  generations,  until  the 
celebrated  one  at  Alexandria.  The  idea  of  founding  public 
libraries  in  Greece,  was  a  late  one,  and  it  has  been  confidently 
asserted,  by  competent  investigators,  that  there  was  no  public 
plan  for  the  advancement  of  science  and  literature,  and  that 
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no  princes,  of  lofty  and  liberal  mind,  supplied  the  place  of 
public  spirit  wanting  in  the  people.  Indeed  it  was  from  the 
Roman  Emperor,  Hadrian,  that  Athens  received  her  first  rich 
and  magnificent  library. 

Somewhat  later,  private  collections  increased,  though  these, 
it  is  asserted,  were  made  for  parade,  without  any  interest  in 
science.     A  library  was  an  article  of  fashion  and  luxury,  and 
the  most  ignorant  seemed  more  anxious  to  have  them  than  oth- 
ers, occasioning  the  savage  sneers  of  Lucian,  in  his  satires 
upon  the  unlearned.     Modern  times  have  shown  thriving  tra- 
ders in  pictures  and  works  of  art,  gotten  up  by  roguery,  to  be* 
palmed  off  on  ignorant  picture  hunters,  quite  ready  to  be  duped.. 
But  Greece  carried  on  a  more  thriving  trade  in  forged  manu- 
scripts, successful  through  the  ignorance  of  the  crowd  of  buy- 
ers—  and  many  a  library  had,  as  its  owner  fancied,  the  auto- 
graph copies  of  the  speeches  of  Demosthenes,  which  he  never 
read,  because  he  could  not,  or  of  the  history  of  Thucydidesr 
in  the  hand- writing  of  the  same  noble  orator. 

After  an  examination  of  ancient  testimony,  in  reference  to* 
these  points,  we  are  satisfied  that  no  general  advantages 
were  enjoyed  or  appreciated  among  the  masses,  through  the 
books  and  libraries,  public  and  private  of  Greece.  It  cannot  be 
pretended  for  a  moment.  The  circle  within  which  literature 
and  art  flourished,  was  a  limited  and  charmed  one,  to  which 
"  the  people,"  in  the  modern  sense  of  that  term,  did  not,  and 
could  not  aspire. 

But  little  more  can  be  said  of  Rome  and  her  libraries.  The 
chief  public  ones  were  not  a  growth  out  of  the  demands  of  a 
literary  taste,  but  were  the  spoils  of  war.  Among  the  people 
of  Rome,  as  among  the  Greeks,  the  existence  of  a  library  did 
not  argue  literary  culture  in  its  possessor.  The  more  ignorant 
one  was,  the  more  learned  he  wished  to  appear,  and  contented 
himself  with  reading  over  the  titles  and  admiring  the  exterior 
of  his  books.  And,  as  Lucian  ridiculed  this  common  pretend 
sion  to  literary  taste  among  the  Greeks,  so  Seneca,  among.  ther: 
Roman 8,  rebuked  this  rage  for  heaping  together  books  by  igttQl^ 
rant  men,  who  in  their  whole  lifetime,  did  not  evenj$ad<j£ie 
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titles  of  their  books.  Perhaps,  however,  such  satire  is  appro- 
priate  to  every  age  in  which  vulgar  or  ignorant  people  liver 
That  exceedingly  good-natured  and  graceful  satirist,  the  au- 
thor of  the  Potiphar  papers,  has  an  amusing  sarcasm  upon 
what  we  must  presume  to  be  New  York  weakness.  Mr.  Poti- 
phar's  wife  wants  a  library,  and  Mr.  Potiphar  demurs,  because 
he  don't  read  books,  never  did,  and  never  expects  to.  But 
Mrs.  P.,  with  due  "  regard  to  appearances, "  desires  to  ap- 
pear not  quite  as  ignorant  as  a  Hottentot,  though  she  is,  and 
so  for  the  "  looks  of  the  thing,"  must  have  a  library.  Mr.  P. 
agrees,  and  sets  about  indulging  the  literary  tastes  of  his  wife, 
by  contracting  for  complete  sets  of  elegant  gilt  covers  to  all 
books,  essential  to  a  gentleman's  library  —  arranges  them  on 
his  shelves,  and  has  the  best  looking  library  in  town.  Solilo- 
quising on  the  subject,  he  says:  "  I  locked  'em  in,  and  the 
key  is  always  lost  when  any  body  wants  to  take  down  a  book. 
However,  it  was  a  good  investment  in  leather,  for  it  brings  me 
in  the  reputation  of  a  reading  man  and  a  patron  of  literature !" 

The  absence  of  all  reliable  records,  in  which  any  thing  is  said 
of  the  literary  or  even  educational  advantages  of  those  ancient 
times,  is  a  fact  of  some  significance.  For,  in  the  records 
which  have  escaped  the  destruction  of  war  and  time,  we  have 
evidence  enough  of  the  habits  of  the  people,  their  amusements 
and  their  morals.  And  the  information  concerning  these  is 
enough  to  satisfy  all,  that  intellectual  culture,  and  the  acquisi- 
tion of  learning,  were  not  deemed  essential  to  the  attainment 
of  the  most  perfect  human  development.  The  absence  of  gen- 
eral advantages  for  such  culture,  occasions  no  surprise,  among 
a  people  whose  idea  of  life,  and  what  man  should  be,  was 
either  Grecian  or  Roman.  The  great  multiplication  of  books  by 
men,  few  in  number,  compared  to  the  mass,  indicates,  indeed, 
great  mental  activity  among  the  class  of  authors,  yet  furnishes 
slight  reason  to  infer  from  it  general  intelligence  and  educa- 
tion, as  the  "  learning  of  the  Egyptians"  was  confined  to 
a  class,  with  whom  learning  was  a  consecrated  possession,  in 
which  the  people  did  not  share. 

At  a  period,  subsequent  to  Christ's  coming,  books  multiplied 
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with  exceeding  rapidity.  The  astonishing  industry  of  a  few, 
whose  secluded  and  studious  lives  were  devoted  to  the  pursuit 
of  philosophy  and  theology,  produced  folio  after  folio,  not 
however  to  be  read  by  the  mass,  who  could  not  read,  but  to 
serve  the  purposes  of  a  small  number  who  ruled  the  church  and 
society.  The  long  mediaeval  period  was  a  time  of  mental 
sluggishness  and  darkness.  Yet,  in  that  long  night,  there 
were  monasteries  upon  hill- sides  and  by  river  courses,  where 
the  pen  never  ceased  to  move  in  the  hands  of  men  whose  active 
thought  labored  in  every  department  of  a  scholastic  theology, 
and  became  fixed  upon  the  written  page.  But  while  these  men 
produced  volumes,  incredible  in  number  for  one  man  to  write, 
beyond  the  houses  where  they  wrote  the  human  mind  was  still 
and  motionless  as  a  grave- yard.  Men  wrote  books  then  not  so 
much  to  be  read,  as  from  love  of  the  employment.  Soiit  was 
in  earlier  times,  when  men  who  overshot  their  age  in  every  in- 
tellectual accomplishment,  wrote  books,  to  be  appreciated  not 
then,  and  to  be  read  not  then,  save  by  a  few,  but  to  be  multi- 
plied a  thousand  fold,  when  a  new  intellectual  era  should  have 
dawned  upon  the  world. 

The  discoveries  made  in  the  ruins  of  Herculaneum  do  not 
show  that  the  private  libraries  of  the  ancients  were,  in  general, 
very  spacious.  The  shelves  or  cupboards,  made  to  receive  the 
written  rolls,  standing  in  the  centre  of  the  room,  occupied  so 
much  space,  that  the  owner  with  his  arms  stretched,  could 
easily  span  the  distance  from  shelf  to  wall.  When  it  is  re- 
membered that  the  "  triumphant  and  sovereign"  art  of-  print- 
ing was  then  unknown  —  that  all  works  were  the  product  of  the 
pen,  and  that  none  could  be  multiplied  faster  than  flesh  and 
blood,  bones  and  muscles  could  labor  at  the  tedious  process  of 
tracing  letters  upon  bark,  or  leather,  or  parchment,  we  shall 
appreciate  at  once,  the  incomparable  advantages  of  the  pre- 
sent over  the  past.  The  volumes  of  that  day  were  rolls  of  an 
elastic,  though  rather  thick  bark,  occupying  considerable  space 
when  coiled  upon  a  reed,  so  that  the  mere  fragment  of  a  work 
would  be  no  small  book  of  that  kind.  Some  of  those  discov- 
ered in  Herculaneum  show  this.    Becker's  annotator  speaks  of 
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one  containing  a  fragment  of  the  Iliad,  eight  feet  long  and 
tea  inches  broad.  It  is  probable  that  the  entire  Iliad,  traced 
with  a  pen  on  bark  or  parchment,  would  occupy  many  such 
rolls,  and  so  be  numbered  as  so  many  volumes.  We  may  from 
this,  form  some  sort  of  conjecture  concerning  the  actual  number 
of  works  in  the  Alexandrian  library.  It  is  variously  set  down 
at  from  400,000  to  700,000  volumes.  If,  as  in  the  Mercantile 
Library  of  Boston,  consisting  of  16,000  volumes,  there  are 
less  than  8,000  works,  we  do  not,  probably,  go  wide  of  the 
mark  in  conjecturing  that  a  library  of  700,000  volumes  in 
Alexandria  offered  not  50,000  works,  when  we  consider  how 
little  economical  in  space  each  volume  was.  If  a  volume  was  to 
be  handled  at  all,  the  merest  fragment  only  of  a  work  could  be 
transcribed  upon  a  roll  of  bark.  We  have  the  entire  Iliad  in 
one  duodecimo  volume.  A  fragment  of  it  occupied  a  roll  eight 
feet  long  by  ten  inches  broad,  as  disclosed  in  the  ruins  of  Her- 
culaneum.  The  Alexandrian  library  has  been  pointed  to  as 
evidence  of  the  literary  splendors  of  the  past,  and  even  brought 
into  comparison  with  modern  libraries  of  not  a  fifth  of  its  num- 
ber. But  our  admiration  of  that  library  and  its  intrinsic  value 
is  much  moderated  by  a  consideration  of  the  facts  mentioned, 
and  also  of  the  additional  one  that  many  copies  of  the  same 
work  were  collected  in  the  same  library.  The  library  of  the 
Moors,  in  Tripoli,  boasted  3,000,000  volumes.  But  one  room 
of  that  *as  entirely  filled  with  copies  of  the  Koran. 

Rome  had  many  libraries,  public  and  private.  Yet  these  give 
no  decisive  indication  of  a  taste  for  literature  truly  national. 
They  were  brought  home  by  Roman  consuls,  and  graced  impe- 
rial triumphs,  while,  to  the  masses,  they  were  as  valueless  as 
Hebrew  law  books.  This  is  very  clearly  probable,  from  the 
fact  that  a  large  share  of  the  works  of  Roman  libraries  were 
Greek,  and  Gioero,  when  he  wished  to  write  in  cipher,  or  to 
avoid  the  exposure  of  the  contents  of  his  letters,  resorted  to 
the  Greek  as  the  safest  guard  against  prying  eyes,  or  the  spies 
of  rivals. 

The  character  of  the  books  of  antiquity,  we  cannot  judge 
of.     Most  of  them  have  been  submerged  beneath  a  destroy- 
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mg  flood,  while  a  few  only  have  floated  down  to  our  own 
times.  And  yet,  though  subsequent  ages  have  mourned  over 
the  loss  of  those  literary  treasures,  how  many  are  to  be  sighed 
for?  To  some  their  loss  seems  irremediable.  Yet  Gibbon 
expresses  the  opinion  that  though  many  are  lost,  it  is  not  pro- 
bable that  one  important  truth  in  philosophy  or  art  has  been 
snatched  from  the  knowledge  of  men  by  the  perdition  of  all 
the  libraries  of  ancient  times. 

It  seems  almost  incredible  that  so  many  books  should  have 
disappeared,  until  we  think  of  the  waste  of  books  likely  to  be 
occasioned  by  ignorant  possessors,  by  the  destroying  tooth  of 
time,  and  most  of  all,  the  ravages  of  war. 

The  Roman  visited  with  indiscriminate  ruin,  the  Jew,  the 
philosopher  and  the  Christian.  The  contempt  and  hatred  of  the 
Jew  for  Pagan  and  Christian,  left  nothing  undestroyed  of 
Christian  or  Roman  literature ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
Christian,  seeing  no  good,  save  in  the  Bible  or  apostolic  and 
patristic  writings,  looked  with  delight  on  the  ruin  of  Grecian, 
Roman,  Jewish,  and  Arabian  literature ;  and  the  Saracen  crown- 
ed this  work  of  a  barbarous  age,  by  the  conflagration  of  the 
Alexandrian  library  in  the  year  640,  handing  over  its  im- 
mense treasures  to  the  menials  of  the  city  for  fuel  to  the  public 
baths. 

But  yet,  even  here,  what  an  argument  do  we  find  for  books— 
what  a  eulogy  upon  literature-— what  a  tribute  to  immortal 
mind!  The  evidences  of  the  material  power  of  Greece  and 
Rome  have  ceased  to  exist,  save  in  the  books  which  have  sur- 
vived. The  monuments  of  the  intellectual  greatness  of  their 
hierarchy  of  minds,  and  of  the  high  culture  of  ancient  taste  and 
art,  have  outlived  the  crumblings  of  time  and  the  destroying 
hand  of  war,  escaping  all  those  accidents  through  which,  mys- 
teriously, the  products  of  men  disappear.  The  results  of  Ro- 
man culture  remain — the  products  of  Grecian  literature  live 
immortal ;  and  mankind,  impelled  by  those  instincts  of  our  na- 
ture, which  alone  ennoble  humanity,  pay  tribute  not  to  Grecian 
heroism  and  Roman  valor,  but  to  Roman  ijaind  —  cherishing, 
with  affection  and  veneration,  the  fruits  of  Athenian  and  Roman 
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intellect,  without  a  sigh  for  aught,  save  their  lost  literary  treas- 
ures. 

Essential  to  the  completeness  of  this  picture  of  the  past  is 
the  statement,  that  the  Christian  church  itself  is  responsible  for 
no  small  share  of  the  destruction  of  the  literature  of  these  early 
times.  To  its  members,  Pagan  literature  seemed  the  fountain 
or  nursery  of  false  philosophy  and  false  religion.  All  that 
did  not  originate  in  the  bosom  of  the  church,  with  monks  and 
laity,  soon  fell  into  neglect,  and  without  care,  perished.  His- 
tory tells  us  of  a  protracted  period  of  ignorance  and  barbar- 
ism, when  manuscript  pages  of  the  princes  of  Roman  litera- 
ture, were  blotted  out,  or  irremediably  defaced  —  the  most  ele- 
gant compositions  of  the  classic  age  erased  —  Livy  and  Taci- 
tus, of  whom  fragments  only  have  reached  later  ages,  be- 
ing blotted  out,  precious  history  and  philosophical  truths  giv- 
ing place  to  the  rude  and  worthless  writings,  the  incredible 
legends,  and  astounding  fictions  of  a  superstitious  age.  It  is 
in  their  passage  through  Christian  hands  that  many  of  the  works 
of  the  past  have  suffered  their  most  melancholy  mutilation. 

I  do  not  intend  to  hold  up  to  contempt  here,  that  ignorance 
or  superstition  of  a  past  age,  which  could  view  with  suspicion 
the  writings  of  Pagan  antiquity,  and  undervalue  the  historical 
records,  as  well  as  the  poetry,  oratory  and  philosophy  of  the 
brightest  period  of  the  civilization  of  the  world  in  ancient 
times  ;  but  it  is  curious  to  notice  the  firm  establishment  of  the 
distinction  between  sacred  and  profane  literature  in  the  mind 
of  the  middle  ages.  Although  profane  books  were  called  for 
by  the  educated  or  learned  of  that  time,  yet,  if  a  statement  of 
D'lsraeli  is  to  be  relied  on,  it  was  with  very  little  show  of  re- 
verence. To  distinguish  profane  books  from  others,  he  relates 
that  the  monks  invented  a  contemptuous  sign.  When  asking 
for  a  Pagan  author,  after  making  the  general  sign  they  used 
in  their  manual  and  silent  language,  when  they  wanted  a  book, 
they  added  a  particular  one,  which  consisted  in  scratching  un- 
der the  ear,  as  a  dog  is  accustomed  to  do  with  his  paw,  because, 
said  they,  an  unbeliever  is  compared  to  a  dog.  In  this  way 
they  expressed  an  itching  for  those  dogs,  Virgil  and  Horace. 
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When  taste  for  literature,  after  its  long  sleep  or  death,  re* 
vived,  the  scarcity  of  books  may  be  inferred  from  the  state- 
ment, that  we  owe  all  our  copies  of  Tacitus,  the  historian,  to 
one  single  copy  received  from  a  monastery  in  Westphalia.  The 
escape  of  this  one  only  from  destruction,  seems  a  little  re- 
markable, when  it  is  remembered  that  the  Roman  Emperor 
Tacitus  placed  copies  of  the  historian  in  every  library  of  the 
empire,  and  each  year  of  his  reign  had  ten  copies  transcribed. 
The  knowledge  of  Quinctillian,  that  prinoe  of  criticism,  was 
preserved  to  the  present  age,  through  a  copy  discovered  under 
a  heap  of  rubbish,  in  a  decayed  coffer  in  the  vaults  of  a  mon- 
astery. The  code  of  Justinian,  almost  lost  sight  of  from  the 
time  of  that  emperor,  was  accidentally  found  by  the  Pisans, 
in  the  taking  of  a  city  in  Calabria.  The  enormous  value  at- 
tached to  books,  previous  to  the  discovery  of  the  art  of  print- 
ing, placed  them  at  a  hopeless  remove  from  the  reach  of  any 
but  the  opulent,  and,  at  the  same  time,  proves  the  scarcity  of 
that  which,  to  the  present  age,  seems  as  necessary  as  food  and 
clothing.  The  Bishop  of  Durham  purchased  thirty  or  forty 
volumes,  for  a  private  library,  for  fifty  pounds'  weight  of  sil- 
ver—  worth  $800  now — immensely  more  then,  when  labor 
was  compensated  at  a  rate  of  less  than  four  pence  a  day.  A 
good  copy  of  the  Bible  could  not  be  produced  by  transcription 
in  less  than  two  years.  It  is  said  that  one  hundred  Bibles 
could  not  be  produced  under  the  expense  of  seven  thousand 
days  or  twenty  years  of  labor.  Contrast  this  with  Hoe's 
presses,  dispensing  matter  equal  to  a  volume,  in  less  than  a 
minute. 

In  other  places,  the  manuscript  price  of  a  Bible  was  sixty 
crowns,  and  of  some  works  now  within  reach  of  the  poor,  an 
estate  could  not  buy  a  copy,  and  scarcely  would  be  accepted  as 
security  for  its  safe  return.  When  Louis  the  Eleventh,  abso- 
lute king,  wished  to  borrow  a  copy  of  Bases,  an  Arabian  doc- 
tor of  medicine,  he  was  not  only  required  to  deposit  one  hun- 
dred golden  crowns  as  security  for  its  return,  but  also  to  find 
a  nobleman  of  wealth  to  unite  with  him  as  Surety  in  a  deed  to 
return  it.     (The  disadvantages  of  that  age  were  great,  though 
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the  fact  just  mentioned  indicates  one  advantage  held  by  the 
lender  over  us.  Books,  like  umbrellas,  are  never  returned  now. ) 
In  1471,  when  a  baron,  who  wished  to  borrow  of  the  medical 
faculty  of  Paris,  a  copy  of  Avicenna,  a  distinguished  Arabian 
philosopher  and  physician,  offered  ten  marks  of  silver  as  secu- 
rity for  its  return,  the  same  was  refused  as  not  equal  to  the 
risk  of  losing  a  copy  of  Avicenna.  Even  the  religious  books 
of  those  mediaeval  times  were  so  rare,  that,  when  the  Countess 
of  Anjou  wanted  a  book  of  Homilies,  she  paid  for  it  two  hun- 
dred sheep,  with  some  martin  skins,  and  many  bushels  of 
wheat  and  barley.  If  any  were  so  fortunate  as  to  be  the  pos- 
sessors of  books,  they  were  a  rich  resource  from  whence  to  re- 
plenish an  exhausted  treasury.  A  student  of  Paris,  ruined  in 
fortune  by  excess,  raised  another  by  pawning  a  manuscript 
copy  of  a  body  of  law  ;  and  a  grammarian  re-built  his  house, 
destroyed  by  fire,  with  two  small  volumes  of  Cicero.  It  is  re- 
lated of  the  Bishop  of  Winchester  that,  in  1299,  he  gave  a 
bond  for  the  return  of  a  Bible  borrowed  from  his  own  convent, 
drawn  up  with  great  solemnity.  For  the  gift  of  this  book  to 
the  convent,  the  monks  appointed  a  daily  mass  for  the  soul 
of  the  donor.  Indeed  the  presentation  of  a  book  to  one  of  these 
religious  houses,  was  deemed  so  valuable  a  donation,  as  to  merit 
the  reward  of  eternal  salvation.  In  Spain,  one  Bible  or  missal 
was  obliged  to  serve  the  spiritual  wants  of  several  monasteries. 
Even  as  late  as  1505,  after  the  invention  of  printing,  a  primer 
and  psalter  cost  twelve  pence,  equal  to  half  a  load  of  barley, 
or  six  days'  work  of  a  laborer  ;  and  a  large  folio  law  book  cost 
forty  shillings,  or  in  beef,  equaled  three  fat  oxen. 

As  late  as  the  year  1300,  the  celebrated  Oxford  Library  con- 
sisted of  only  a  few  tracts  kept  in  a  chest,  and  in  1364,  the 
Royal  Library  of  Paris  did  not  exceed  twenty  volumes.  The 
University  of  Paris  could  boast  of  only  four  classic  authors — 
single  copies  of  Cicero,  Ovid,Lucan  andBoethins  —  and  I  have 
somewhere  seen  it  stated  that  the  most  extensive  library  in 
England,  in  1248,  had  only  four  English  books,  and  those  on 
common  religious  topics.  The  celebrated  library  established 
by  the  Duke  of  Gloucester,  afterward  composing  part  of  the 
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British  Museum,  had  only  six  hundred  volumes.  These  facts 
would  be  diluted  by  any  comment..  They  strike  an  intellectual 
reader  of  the  present  age,  like  a  picture  of  famine. 

Even  after  the  invention  of  printing,  we  find,  for  long  years, 
nothing  but  facts  which  tend  to  heighten  our  appreciation  of  the 
advantages  of  the  present.  The  restrictions  upon  the  freedom 
of  the  press,  for  a  long  period,  greatly  limited  the  benefits  of 
the  art  of  printing.  One  cannot  but  smile  as  he  reads  an  edict 
of  Henry  the  Eighth,  in  1535,  that  all  the  ports  are  to  be  closed 
against  a  little  book  brought  by  some  folks  from  New  Castle, 
and  that  letters  should  be  written  to  all  cities,  towns  and  pla- 
ces, forbidding  it  to  be  sold.  Even  the  New  Testament,  in 
English,  multiplied  rapidly  by  the  press,  was  hunted  down  in 
all  houses,  streets  and  lanes,  and  so  great  alarm  was  felt  by 
kings,  cardinals  and  bishops,  that,  in  1586,  orders  were  given 
to  seize  all  letter-presses,  and  that  all  printing  instruments 
should  be  defaced,  melted,  sawed  in  pieces,  broken  or  battered 
at  the  smith's  forge.  Printing  was  to  be  under  the  supervision 
of  great  officers  of  state  —  law  books  to  be  apprpved  by 
chief -justices,  historical  by  the  secretary  of  state,  divinity 
lumped  in  with  poetry,  philosophy  and  physic,  must  pass  the 
scrutiny  of  the  bishops  of  London,  or  the  Archbishop  of  Can* 
terbury,  while  the  number  of  printers  in  England  was  limited 
to  twenty,  and  of  letter- founders  to  four.  Only  one  individ- 
ual was  allowed  to  import  books,  who  was  to  submit  all  he  did 
import,  to  the  inspection  and  care  of  the  Archbishop,  so  that 
"  a  student  or  writer,  in  hunt  of  a  quotation,  could  not  find  it 
without  a  visit  to  Lambeth  palace." 

In  the  libraries  which  were  opened  to  the  people,  the  Bod- 
leian for  example,  the  guardianship  of  the  books  was  so  severe 
that  each  volume  was  tethered  by  a  chain  to  the  shelves,  so  that 
none  could  be  carried  out,  but  must  be  consulted,  if  at  all, 
there  where  they  were.  In  the  early  part  of  the  seventeenth 
century,  the  Cottonian  Library,  consisting  of  ancient  manu- 
scripts concerning  the  early  history  of  England,  was  taken 
away  from  its  possessor  by  the  government,  on  the  ground  that 
it  was  too  dangerous  to  be  disseminated.     Happily  for  poster?- 
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ty  that  collection  was  not  destroyed,  bat  now  remains.  But  its 
collector,  Sir  Robert  Corton,  denied  all  access  to  his  library, 
declared  to  a  friend,  that  those  who  had  locked  up  his  library 
had  broken  his  heart ;  and  so  worn  did  he  become  with  his  in- 
jured feelings,  that  a  friend  has  said,  "  from  a  ruddy  com- 
plexioned  man,  his  face  was  changed  into  a  grim  blackish  pale- 
ness, near  the  resemblance  and  hue  of  a  dead  visage." 

Even  as  late  as  1770,  the  editor  of  the  Gentleman's  Maga- 
zine utters  a  eulogy  upon  the  king  of  Denmark,  for  the  ex- 
traordinary privilege  accorded  to  readers  to  take  home  books 
free  of  charge. 

Such  facts  as  these,  gleaned  from  various  sources,  and, 
perhaps,  familiar  to  some  here,  are  interesting  in  a  historical 
point  of  view,  but  more  so,  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  have 
been  presented  —  the  contrast  they  form  with  the  circumstan- 
ces of  the  present.  The  sovereign  art  of  printing,  and  the  ad- 
vance in  principles  of  free  government,  have  revolutionised  the 
world.  The  multiplication  of  books  will  be  appreciated  by  the 
statement  that,  from  the  period  of  the  invention  of  printing,  up 
to  the  year  1816,  3,277,764,000  volumes  were  issued  from  the 
press.  And  if  averaging  only  one  inch  in  thickness,  standing 
in  a  line,  they  would  reach  50,000  miles,  or  more  than  twice 
around  the  globe.  The  Royal  Library  of  Paris,  with  its  ori- 
ginal half  a  score  of  volumes,  now  numbers  over  840,000  vol- 
umes. Besides  this  in  Paris  alone,  the  libraries  number,  in 
volumes,  over  1,300,000  — while  in  France  there  are  273  libra- 
ries, or  3,000,000  volumes,  where  once,  when  Pope  Martin  was 
in  search  of  books,  not  one  copy  of  Quinctillian's  institutes, 
or  of  Cicero's  treatise  on  oratory,  could  be  found. 

From  the  year  1700  to  1756,  there  were  issued  5280  new 
works  —  not  much  advance  upon  the  preceding  century,  though 
the  numbers  of  an  edition  were  greatly  increased.  From  1790 
to  1800,  as  many  new  works  were  issued  as  in  the  preceding 
fifty  years.  During  the  succeeding  twenty- seven  years,  there 
were  issued  19,860  new  publications,  not  including  pamphlets. 
In  England  alone,  since  1820,  there  were,  up  to  1840,  over 
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15,000   octavo   publications  issued.    In  1847,  were  issued 
8,414  new  works. 

The  number  of  booksellers  in  Prance,  in  1830,  was  1124. 
Five  years  ago,  the  number  of  London  booksellers  was  5,499, 
While,  in  Great  Britain,  it  was  13,355. 

These  astounding  changes  have  a  cause  —  they  are  to  be 
traced  to  causes  intimately  associated  with  the  spirit  of  the 
age — they  are  connected  with  the  general  influences  which  have 
worked  forward  as  silently  as  the  powers  of  iiature  —  gradu- 
ally narrowing  the  limits  of  dominant  classes  and  ranks,  and 
widening  the  range  of  the  true  sovereigns  of  the  world  —  "  the 
people."  The  crisis  in  the  history  of  England,  which  witness- 
ed the  first  fatal  blow  to  the  power  of  the  barons,  and  convin- 
ced all  England  that  a  new  power  had  risen — the  British  peo- 
ple — was  a  crisis  as  interesting  to  the  world  of  letters  as  to 
the  political  world.  Literature  cannot  flourish  when  there 
is  no  "public" — no  " people."  Of  course  it  is  not  meant 
that  literary  men  have  not  flourished  under  despotism.  But 
this  is  meant,  that  no  true  intellectual  life  has  pervaded  the 
masses,  and  in  turn  stimulated  increased  activity  and  produc- 
tiveness in  literaiy  men,  where  there  has  not  been  an  emanci- 
pation, more  or  less  thorough,  from  all  despotic  restrictions. 
And  even  in  France,  where,  for  many  generations,  oppressive 
princes  by  unjust  measures,  exasperated  the  people,  till  the 
hour  of  revolution  came,  the  interesting  spectacle  is  presented 
of  a  political  monarchy  and  a  republic  of  letters  working  side 
by  side.  The  freedom — the  license  allowed  to  men  of  letters, 
was  an  inconsistency — a  contradiction — and,  among  other 
eauses,  was  one  which  finally  led  to  the  scenes  of  *98.  The 
glory  of  French  literature  is  connected  with  that  freedom  which 
was  allowed  to  it,  to  choose  its  own  paths,  and  seek  its  way 
among  the  people. 

Once,  there  was  no  public  to  rely  upon,  and  men  of  letters 
were  in  abject  condition.  Nearly  all  that  is  glorious  and  en- 
during in  literature  has  been  built  upon  the  demands  of  the 
people.  It  once,  as  we  have  seen,  required  royal  munificence 
even  to  borrow  a  book.    The  privilege  of  ownership  could  be 
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enjoyed  only  by  kings  and  barons,  in  a  period  when  the  most 
incredible  opulence  gilded  the  darkness  and  gloom  of  the  grim 
night  of  ignorance,  which  reigned  for  ages.  The  time  has  been 
when  libraries  were  only  for  the  few — books  only  for  those  whose 
treasuries  were  imperial  in  their  affluence ;  while  now  the  rich 
and  the  great  have  no  privileges,  other  than  those  of  the  poor — 
the  printing  press  casts  off  its  impressions  for  the  rich,  yet 
labors  for  the  poor  no  less  —  and  books,  multiplying  in  re- 
sponse to  the  call  of  the  public  mind,. which  once  was  not  crea- 
ted, but  now  is  the  sovereign  power  of  the  world,  have  become 
as  "free  as  air,  and  cheap  as  bread."  The  public  sentiment 
of  an  enlightened  age,  is  that  whereby  literature  flourishes  and 
must  subsist.  When  this  exists,  creating  a  demand  for  the 
productions  of  human  intellect,  as  well  as  for  those  of  the 
hands  and  of  machinery,  there  will  be  that  which  will  never 
fail  to  stimulate  and  supply.  Professor  Whewell  asks,  what 
is  the  broad  and  predominant  distinction  between  the  arts  of 
nations  rich,  but  in  a  condition  of  stationary  civilization,  like 
Oriental  nations,  and  nations  which  have  felt  the  full  influence 
of  progress,  like  England?  And  he  answers  in  substance  that, 
in  the  former,  the  arts  are  exercised  to  gratify  the  tastes  of  the 
few ;  in  the  latter,  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  many.  With  the 
one,  the  wealth  of  a  province  is  absorbed  to  deck  the  shoulders 
of  a  luxurious  prince — with  the  other,  the  sinews  of  iron  and 
steel  and  all  the  powers  of  art  and  capital  are  at  work  to  cover 
the  bodies  of  the  millions. 

Machinery,  with  its  million  unwearied  fingers,  deprives  the 
absolute  despot  of  his  privilege,  by  bringing  all  products  with- 
in  the  reach  of  the  masses ;  while,  among  savage  people, 
whose  civilization  has  taken  a  repose  of  hundreds  of  years, 
tens  of  thousands  labor  for  one. 

These  considerations,  offered  in  connection  with  the  progress 
of  material  art,  are  pertinent  to  the  subject  of  literature  to- 
day, in  contrast  with  its  condition  in  past  generations.  The 
great  inequalities  in  rank  have  been  greatly  modified — wealth 
is  equalized — thousands  are  not  tributary  to  one — imperial 
wealth  is  in  the  treasuries  of  subjects — the  printing  press, 
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with  its  marvelous  improvements,  has  destroyed  all  mono- 
poly in  literature,  freeing  it  from  the  trammels  of  poverty, 
while  the  freedom  of  Germany,  France,  England  and  America, 
the  great  publishing  nations  of  the  world,  has  created  a  free, 
thirsting  mind  in  millions,  and  literature  looks  not  now  to  royal 
patrons,  but  to  the  "  sovereign  people"  for  its  support.  The 
noblest  libraries  in  the  United  States,  are  the  product  of  ple- 
beian wealth — of  individual  beneficence.  Our  own  library — 
the  growth  of  nine  years — is  itself  a  testimony,  at  once 
honorable  and  encouraging,  of  the  power  there  is  in  the  peo- 
ple to  sustain  and  foster  literature,  and  build  its  noblest  mon- 
uments—  the  storehouses  of  its  treasures. 

In  whose  mind  was  first  conceived  the  thought  which  has 
found  ultimate  embodiment  here  in  this  visible  and  material 
shape,  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain.  Like  most  of  the 
enterprises  of  a  commercial  city,  it  grew  out  of  a  felt  neces- 
sity, which  seems  to  have  occasioned  first  a  talk  upon  the  street, 
and  resulted  in  an  agreement  to  meet  for  consultation. 

Previous  to  the  death  of  Col.  A.  B.  Chambers,  the  editor  of 
the  Republican,  I  had  hoped  to  obtain  exact  information  from 
him.  He  was  one  of  the  original  movers  in  this  enterprise, 
and  yielded  to  it  an  intelligent  and  appreciative  support,  up  to 
the  period  of  his  death,  as  he  did  to  all  public  enterprises, 
which  promised  benefit  to  the  city,  whose  prosperity  he  mate- 
rially aided  for  many  years.  From  him  I  did  learn,  however, 
that  Peter  Powell,  Esq.,  and  John  C.  Tevis,  Esq.,  were  mainly 
instrumental  in  urging  those  measures  which  soon  resulted  in 
the  organization  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Association  of  St. 
Louis.  The  former  of  these,  remembered  now  by  many  witft 
affectionate  respect,  for  his  many  virtues  as  a  christian  man 
and  public- spirited  citizen,  died  soon  after  the  founding  of 
this  Association,  sincerely  lamented  by  his  commercial  asso- 
ciates, and  by  none  more  than  by  those  who  united  with  him 
in  this  beneficent  work.  From  him,  therefore,  I  could  learn 
nothing.  The  latter,  Mr.  John  C.  Tevis,  much  to  my  regret, 
has  been  for  some  time  away  from  the  city,  so  that  the  infor- 
mation which,  perhaps,  he  alone  could  have  given  me,  could 
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not  be  obtained.  The  honorable  mention  which  has  been  made 
of  him,  however,  by  several  gentlemen,  whose  recollection  of 
the  early  events  of  the  history  of  this  Association,  seems  to  be 
distinct,  wonld  show  that,  were  he  here  on  this  occasion  of 
congratulation,  he  would  be  entitled  to  special  honor  at  our 
hands.  He  may  be  sure  that  he  is  not  forgotten  while  we  seek 
to  trace  our  course  back  to  its  true  beginning.  It  was  in  the 
counting-room  of  his  store,  that  Peter  Powell,  A.  B.  Cham- 
bers, J.  F.  Franklin,  R.  P.  Perry,  R.  K.  Woods,  J.  Halsall, 
Wm.  P.  Scott  and  John  C.  Tevis,  met  on  the  night  of  Decem- 
ber SO,  1845,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  preliminary  steps 
toward  forming  a  Library  Association.  Peter  Powell  was  in 
.the  chair,  and  called  the  meeting  to  order.  A.  B.  Chambers 
offered  the  original  resolutions,  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  deemed  expedient  for  the  merchants  of  this  city 
to  form  a  Mercantile  Library  Association,  for  their  own  mutual  im- 
provement, and  the  improvement  of  those  in  their  employ  ;  and  that  in 
so  doing,  they  deem  it  expedient  to  form  a  library  principally  devoted 
to  such  subjects  as  are  useful  to  men  engaged  in  commercial  pursuits  ; 
but  that,  whilst  the  primary  object  is  mercantile,  all  other  professions 
are  respectfully  invited  to  unite. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  at  this  meeting,  to 
select  a  committee  of  fifteen,  to  propose  and  report  to  a  meeting  of 
merchants  and  others,  to  be  held  at  the  office  of  the  St.  Louis  Insur- 
ance Company,  on  the  13th  day  of  January  next,  at  7,  p.  m.,  a  consti- 
tution and  by-laws,  in  conformity  with  the  above  resolutions  ;  and  that 
the  selection  of  the  committee,  so  far  as  practicable,  be  made  from  the 
various  departments  of  commercial  business. 

In  accordance  with  the  above,  Messrs.  Powell,  Budd,  Ken- 
nett,  Yeatman,  Hall,  Rust,  Halsall,  Bicketson,  Dougherty, 
Peterson,  Southack,  Clark,  Chambers,  Bannard,  and  Glasgow, 
were  appointed  to  draft  a  constitution  and  by-laws. 

On  January  18th,  1846,  at  a  meeting  held  pursuant  to  pub- 
lic call,  in  Concert  Hall,  the  Association  was  organized  by  the 
adoption  of  a  constitution.  A  series  of  resolutions  was  pre- 
sented and  adopted,  of  which  the  most  significant  were  : 

1.  That  a  committee  of  ten  be  appointed  to  obtain  signatures  to  the 
constitution,  and  to  solicit  donations  of  money  and  books. 
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This  committee  was  composed  of  Messrs.  Yeatman,  Woods, 
Tevis,  Talbot,  Blackwood,  Clark,  Barth,  Carson,  Peterson 
and  Thomas. 

2.  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  classification 
of  books,  and  to  furnish  a  list  of  pamphlets,  magazines  and  other  perio- 
dicals, for  the  Library  and  Reading- Room. 

This  important  committee  was  composed  of  Messrs.  Hall, 
Kennett,  Thompson  and  Budd. 

3.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  secure  rooms  suitable  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  Association. 

Messrs.  Hals  all,  Scott  and  Rutherford,  were  that  committee. 

4.  That  an  election  of  officers  be  held  January  27th. 

That  election  was  held  at  the  house  of  J.  F.  Franklin,  and 
resulted  as  follows  :  James  E.  Teatman,  president ;  L.  M. 
Kennett,  vice-president ;  R.  K.  Wood,  treasurer ;  S.  A.  Ran- 
lett,  corresponding  secretary ;  J.  A.  Dougherty,  recording 
secretary :  Wm.  M.  Morrison,  Jno.  C.  Tevis,  P.  Powell,  G. 
•K.  Budd,  A.  Peterson,  F.  Franklin  and  Robt.  Barth,  direc- 
tors. 

The  committees  entered  promptly  upon  the  discharge  of  their 
duties,  and  at  a  meeting  held  February  2d,  rendered  a  report 
of  books  purchased,  and  of  cash  collected,  $1809  25 ;,  sub- 
scriptions, $498— a  sum  total  of  $^307  25.  February  16th, 
the  committee  entrusted  with  the  matter,  reported  rooms  en- 
gaged, corner  of  Pine  and  Main  streets,  and  three  book-cases 
purchased  for  the  library.  s 

At  this  meeting,  lectures  were  provided  for.  It  is  also  part 
of  the  record  history  of  the  Association,  that,  at  this  time,  a 
proper  regard  was  had  to  the  comfort  and  patience  of  the  fu- 
ture patrons  of  the  lectures,  as  is  shown  by  the  resolution, 
that  each  lecturer  be  requested  to  bring  his  lecture  u  within  one 
hour,  if  practicable."  It  may  not  become  one,  who  is  quite 
sure  to  transcend  the  bounds  of  this  suggestion  to-night,  to 
say  much  about  it.  I  do  not  find,  however,  any  further  record 
upon  the  subject,  so  that  it  is  fair  to  presume  that  lecturers  are 
to  be  allowed  hereafter  to  speak  till  they  get  done. 
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In  reviewing  the  records,  I  observe  that  the  committee  on 
lectures  determined  upon  a  series  of  sixteen  lectures,  each  one 
to  be  delivered  by  a  distinct  person,  on  the  ground  that  it  would 
"  scarcely  be  possible,  in  a  mixed  community,  to  select  a  course 
of  lectures,  on  any  one  or  two  subjects,  agreeable  to  all."  The 
experience  of  the  New  York  Association  is  quoted  in  proof  of 
the  opinion  that  courses,  by  one  lecturer,  will  not  pay.  The 
experience  of  the  Philadelphia  Association  is  adduced  in  proof 
that  a  series  by  single  lectures  is  very  profitable.  I  allude 
to  this  now  with  the  simple  remark,  that  the  experience 
of  this  Association  has  proved  that  courses,  by  one  lecturer, 
may  be  profitable,  and  also  that  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
New  York  Association,  in  one  of  their  annual  reports,  very 
decidedly  express  the  opinion  that  a  miscellaneous  course  is  not 
profitable  to  the  audience,  however  it  may  be  to  the  treasury 
of  the  Association. 

In  April  or  May,  (the  records  do  not  show  which,)  an  ap- 
propriation of  $1500  was  made  for  the  purchase  of  books,  to 
which,  shortly  after,  another  appropriation  of  $500  was  added, 
and  the  president  of  the  Association,  James  E.  Yeatman,  Esq., 
was  authorized  to  make  the  purchase.  He  executed  the  duties 
of  his  trust  with  excellent  judgment,  and  a  true  appreciation  of 
the  first  wants  of  the  Association.  It  is  a  matter  of  gratifica- 
tion and  pride,  that  we  h%ve  this  early  friend  of  this  enterprise 
still  among  us,  and  now,  as  then,  one  of  its  most  intelligent 
and  generous  supporters,  and  entitled,  by  reason  of  past  un- 
faltering services  to  most  grateful  recognition,  upon  this  occa- 
sion of  common  rejoicing. 

In  April,  1846,  the  library  was  opened  to  the  mercantile  com- 
munity. By  September  28th,  the  property  of  the  Association 
was  judged  valuable  enough  to  be  insured  to  the  amount  of 
$2000,  about  which  time  the  library  was  removed  to  its  new 
quarters  in  Glasgow's  Bow.  At  the  annual  meeting,  in  Jan- 
uary, 1847,  the  report  of  the  first  year  exhibited  a  membership 
of  261,  an  income  of  $2,664,  and  volumes  purchased  to  the 
number  of  1018. 

At  this  meeting,  a  resolution  was  introduced  to  discontinue 
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lectures.  The  reasons  for  this  were  well  known  at  the  time. 
The  lectures  were  not  well  attended  nor  sustained.  Many  now 
here  remember  very  well  that,  ten  years  ago,  the  patrons  of 
lectures  were  very  few.  Taste  for  such  literary  entertainments 
was  not  then  created.  One  of  the  most  distinguished  men  in 
the  west — a  citizen  of  St.  Louis,  with  an  attractive  subject, 
sure,  in  his  hands,  to  be  invested  with  extraordinary  interest, 
could  not  draw,  at  that  time,  with  all  the  aids  of  advertising, 
and  editorial  stimulants,  one -tenth  the  number  that  would  have 
gathered  at  an  hour's  notice,  to  witness  the  feats  of  a  vagrant 
mountebank.  The  resolution  alluded  to  was  put  to  vote  and 
lost,  and  the  revolution  which  has  taken  place  in  St.  Louis,  in 
regard  to  lectures,  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  persevering  efforts 
of  the  Mercantile  Library  Association.  A  taste  was  created  by 
them,  and  fostered  by  food,  judiciously  selected  and  adminis- 
tered, until  now  the  chief  solicitude  of  the  directors  is,  how  to 
meet  the  public  demand  for  such  literary  entertaiments. 

The  first  motion  for  a  charter  was  made  January  26th,  1847, 
and  the  form  of  it  was  adopted  January  28th.  At  a  meeting 
held  February  1st,  this  year,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Vinton,  it  was 
most  wisely  determined  that  the  Association  would  incur  no 
debt,  and  I  believe  that  rule  has  been  adhered  to  till  now — the 
Association  being  thus  delivered  from  that  which  has  proved  a 
fatal  incubus  upon  the  prosperity  of  similar  institutions — finan- 
cial embarrassment. 

In  1847,  the  enlarged  necessities  of  the  library,  and  the 
convenience  of  its  friends,  required  the  renting  of  two  houses 
in  Glasgow's  Bow,  and  the  appropriation  of  three  rooms  in 
the  second  story  to  the  uses  of  the  Association.  The  mem- 
bership, this  year,  increased  to  360,  and  at  the  annual  meeting, 
January,  1848,  the  library  was  reported  as  containing  2,282 
volumes,  valued  at  $3,038. 

The  above  items  are  selected  from  the  unpublished  records 
of  the  Association,  and  with  them  I  cease,  because,  after  this, 
the  regular  series  of  published  reports  commences,  and  to  them 
I  refer  you.  I  have  briefly  alluded  to  these  facts  of  our  early 
history,  to  illustrate  the  vigor,  the  determined  spirit  and  energy 
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with  which  this  Association  was  founded  and  sustained  in  its 
first  two  years.  It  was  no  spasmodic  effort.  The  design  was 
conceived,  wisely  considered,  and  prudently  executed  by  those 
who  took  it  in  hand,  with  results  which  may,  indeed,  seem  small 
to  us  now,  but  which  then  indicated  steady  growth,  and  stimula- 
ted to  yet  wider  endeavors.  A  comparison  of  the  early  growth 
of  this  Association,  with  that  of  similar  ones  elsewhere,  warrants 
us  in  the  indulgence  of  sentiments  of  complacency  upon  an 
occasion  like  the  present.  It  is,  undoubtedly,  safe  to  say,  that 
a  history  of  such  marked  and  rapid  success,  is  unexampled  in 
the  United  States. 

The  Boston  Mercantile  Library  Association,  founded  in  1820, 
reported  only  eighty -one  members  at  the  end  of  eight  years. 
At  the  end  of  fourteen  years,  but  2,400  volumes  were  reported 
as  the  number  in  the  library.  In  1842,  but  3,320  volumes, 
and  in  1845,  only  4,775,  and  its  receipts  $2,219  —  less  than 
our  own  the  first  year  of  our  existence.  The  Cincinnati  libra- 
ry was  founded  in  1836.  In  1847,  it  numbered  4,786  vol- 
umes, and  its  receipts  amounted  to  $2,500.  The  attention  of 
the  second  president  of  this  Association,  Alfred  Vinton,  Esq., 
was  attracted  to  these  facts,  and  in  his  report  for  the  year  ending 
January,  1849,  he  remarks  :  "  Our  Association  is  but  three 
years  old,  and  yet  we  have  nearly  as  many  books  as  were  pos- 
sessed by  the  Library  Association  of  New  York,  after  an  ex- 
istence of  five  years,  or  that  of  Cincinnati,  when  it  had  existed 
eight  years,  as  that  of  Philadelphia,  when  it  had  existed  ten 
years,  and  more  than  that  of  Boston,  after  ah  existence  of 
nineteen  years."  And  now,  at  the  end  of  nine  years,  so  steady 
and  sustained  has  been  the  increase,  that  we  register  nearly 
One  thousand  members— that  we  have  a  library  approaching 
12,000  volumes,  of  actual  money  value  of  about  $19,000,  and 
a  reported  income  for  the  last  year,  of  $8,541  15.  Add  to 
these,  this  most  conspicuous  evidence  of  our  success  —  the 
building  in  which  we  are  assembled  —  which,  with  its  essential 
appurtenances,  is  valued  at  $140,000,  and  we  have  before  us 
appreciable  results,  stimulating,  not  to  vain  pride — though 
they  do  reward  the  labors  of  the  past — but  to  greater  indiis- 
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try,  and  devotion,  assuring  all  the  friends  of  the  Association 
that  such  labors,  with  enlarged  means  and  increased  auxiliaries 
to  success,  exerted  year  by  year,  will  be  rewarded  at  no  remote 
period,  with  a  library,  which,  in  number,  character,  and  useful- 
ness, will  be  scarcely  surpassed  by  one  in  the  United  States. 

And  here  let  one  thing  be  remembered — this  library  has 
not  been  a  mere  collection  of  books,  standing  upon  the 
shelves  ;  it  has  been  a  circulating  library — read  by  increasing 
numbers,  and  issued  by  thousands  during  the  year.  It  has 
contributed  to  the  learning  embodied  in  the  sermons  of  the 
pulpit ;  it  has  furnished  materials  tor  lectures  delivered  in  this 
city,  and  to  numerous  audiences  in  our  sister  State  across  the 
river.  It  has  added  to  the  resources  of  professional  men, 
whose  character  has  given  honor  to  St.  Louis,  and  it  has  fur* 
nished  aid  to  students  and  literary  men  living  beyond  our 
bounds.  Books  and  readers  have  increased  together,  and  the 
growth  of  the  library,  to  its  present  number,  has  been  stimula- 
ted and  regulated  by  the  growing  demands  of  the  growing 
number  of  its  patrons  and  friends.  This  building — without  its 
equal  among  those  erected  for  similar  purposes  in  the  United 
States,  spacious  and  costly,  was  planned  and  built,  not  as  a 
matter  of  ostentatious  display,  nor  in  mere  anticipation  of  a 
future  need,  but  because  already  needed,  because  our  library 
required,  as  a  matter  of  indispensable  necessity,  more  gene- 
rous quarters  for  its  enlarged  numbers,  and  because,  without 
it,  the  original  design  of  the  institution,  indicated  at  its  found- 
ing, and  expressed  in  the  constitution,  could  not  be  fulfilled. 
Added  to  these  considerations  is  another — the  very  obvious 
fact,  that  the  Association  stood  in  need  of  permanent  sources 
of  revenue,  in  order  to  promote  the  growth  of  the  library,  and 
be  in  condition  to  enlarge  its  plans  concerning  lectures,  of  a 
highly  scientific  and  instructive  character,  for  the  benfit  of  all, 
and  to  procure  soon  such  apparatus,  cabinets  and  specimens 
of  art,  as  may  fall  within  the  original  purpose  of  the  Associa- 
tion. All  these  suggest  that  we  are  simply  up  to  the  times, 
and  not  in  advance  in  haying  thus  at  the  end  of  nine  years 
such  a  building  as  this. 
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As  it  has  been  my  object,  in  tracing  in  a  rapid  manner,  the 
history  of  this  Association,  to  speak  chiefly  of  its  founders, 
and  of  those  early  efforts  of  which  this  house  is  the  outgrowth, 
I  shall  not  delay  to  speak  of  the  men  who  are  known  to  this 
community  as  the  builders  of  this  temple  of  literature.  Their 
praise  is  in  all  mouths,  and  they  need  no  encomium  from  me, 
since  this  dedicatory  occasion  bespeaks  their  eulogy.  We  owe 
to  them  the  pleasures  of  this  night. 

Nor  need  I  delay  to  describe  the  temple  itself.  You  are  here 
and  can  see  it  —  erected  uppn  a  plan  presented  by  a  St.  Louis 
architect  —  Mr.  Mitchell — who,  for  his  good  taste,  the  conve- 
nience of  the  arrangements,  and  the  substantial  character  of 
the  work,  merits  a  share  of  the  enjoyment  of  this  congratula- 
tory meeting.  You  need  not  move  from  your  seats — but  there 
in  the  artistic,  complex,  and  yet  unconfused  design  of  that 
ceiling,  and  of  all  the  decorations  of  this  hall,  constituting  it 
the  most  beautiful,  as  it  is  the  most  spacious  of  any  in  the 
land,  save  one,  you  may  see  the  title  of  Mr.  Mitchell  to  the 
thanks  and  honor  of  this  Association,  whilst  he  may  point  to 
this  Mercantile  Library  building  as  a  substantial  evidence  of 
his  merit  as  an  architect. 

Of  the  reading  room,  designed  upon  the  same  spacious  scale, 
it  may  be  said,  that  it  is  unexcelled  anywhere,  in  its  adapta- 
tions to  enjoyment  and  use — it  is  not,  indeed  equalled.  There 
is  no  library  room  in  the  country,  where,  in  summer,  or  winter, 
with  more  unqualified  satisfaction  and  delight,  the  student  and 
the  scholar  may  pass  his  hours  of  literary  leisure.  Prove  it 
by  going  in  and  trying  it  for  yourselves. 

An  inspection  of  the  whole  building — of  all  its  internal  ar- 
rangements, will  show  that  the  money  subscribed  by  the  public 
has  not  been  wasted,  nor  misapplied.  And  when  you  are  in- 
formed that  now,  with  the  building  and  membership,  a  net  rev- 
enue of  $5000  may  be  depended  upon  for  the  increase  of  the 
library,  you  will  be  prepared  to  say,  that  no  mere  speculation 
and  reckless  scheming  was  concerned  in  the  attempt  to  persu- 
ade the  public  to  invest  money  here,  but  the  whole  is  the  result 
of  wise  calculation  and  enlarged  philanthropic  views. 
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The  library,  which  is  the  central  point  of  attraction  in  this 
structure,  is  worthy  of  the  home  provided  for  it.  From  the  out- 
set, the  greatest  care  has  been  observed  in  the  selection  of  its 
volumes.  Our  pecuniary  means  were  limited,  and,  of  course, 
there  could  be  no  other  way  than  to  make  the  most  of  what  we 
had.  The  plan  was  first  to  start  with  such  a  collection  as 
should  prove  to  be  a  nucleus,  itself  determining  the  future 
character  of  the  library.  The  original  classification  was  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Alfred  Vinton,  whose  name  appears  among 
those  of  the  early  active  friends  and  supporters  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn  public  sentiment 
in  reference  to  this  gentleman,  no  small  share  of  the  present 
prosperity  of  the  St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Association  is 
to  be  ascribed  to  the  indefatigable  devotion  with  which  he  has 
watched  and  sustained  its  true  interests — uniting  with  others  in 
liberal  pecuniary  contributions,  but  also  bestowing  that  which 
is  even  more  indispensable  than  money — personal  labor — ener- 
getic and  patient,  without  which,  many  an  enterprise  has  found 
money  spent  in  vain.  In  the  classification  presented  by  him, 
a  rare  experience  is  displayed  in  the  relative  value  of  certain 
classes  of  books,  and  a  solid  foundation  laid  upon  which  to 
rear  a  library  of  permanent  value  and  general  usefulness.  To 
our  catalogue  has  been  accorded  the  high  honor  of  an  encomi- 
um from  Mr.  Cogswell,  the  selector  oil  the  Astor  library,  that 
it  represented  a  library  of  which  we  might  well  be  proud.  The 
classification  alluded  to,  was,  in  brief :  1.  Books  of  refer- 
ence. 2.  Science,  art,  manufacture.  3.  Voyages  and  trav- 
els. 4.  History  and  biography.  5.  Poetry,  belles-lettres, 
bibliography,  oratory,  drama,  philosophy,  fine  arts.  6.  Fic- 
tion. This,  as  a  general  classification,  presents  to  your  minds 
a  view  of  what  we  have.  An  examination  of  the  library  war- 
rants the  assertion  that  there  is  in  it  a  less  amount  of  trash 
than  in  any  similar  library  in  the  country.  The  Bodleian  Li- 
brary in  England,  numbering  400,000  volumes,  is  greatly  com- 
plained of  as  having  an  enormous  amount  of  worthless  publi- 
cations, so  far  as  the  true  uses  of  a  library  are  concerned,  owing 
to  two  things — the  regulation  requiring  the  donation  to  the  li- 
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brary  of  copies  of  all  books  entered  at  Stationers'  Hall,  and  to 
the  character  of  some  bequests.  From  these  sources,  the  li- 
brary has  greatly  increased,  yet,  without  augmenting  the  in- 
trinsic value  of  it.  Our  library  is  the  product  of  money,  ex- 
pended by  a  careful  committee,  and  is  unencumbered  by  mass- 
es of  books,  not  worth  shelf  room.  Of  course  it  is  limited  in 
certain  departments.  How  could  it  be  otherwise?  Depart- 
ments have  been  supplied,  as  well  as  could  be  expected,  with 
the  means  at  hand.  Whatever  deficiencies  there  are  in  any,  it 
is  one  object  steadily  pursued,  to  supply  them  at  the  earliest 
possible  date,  due  regard  being  had  to  the  necessities  of  all. 
In  the  department  of  periodicals,  we  are  rich.  They  consti- 
tute one  of  the  most  valuable  resources  of  learning  for  popular 
use.  Embracing  all  subjects,  they  present  a  concentration  of 
erudition",  giving  to  the  reader  the  marrow  of  a  subject — the  re- 
sults of  a  voluminous  reading  and  protracted  study.  Some  sets  of 
reviews  are  fragmentary.  But  the  committee,  each  year,  com- 
pletes one  set  or  more,  intending  that,  in  process  of  time,  all 
reviews  and  periodicals  of  standard  character,  shall  stand  com- 
plete upon  our  shelves. 

There  is  a  kind  of  light,  floating  literature,  of  no  permanent 
value,  useless  for  the  purposes  of  a  library,  and  at  variance 
with  the  design  of  this  institution  —  which  is  "  mental  im- 
provement"—  of  which  the  committee  has  provided  an  abund- 
ant share,  and  enjoys  the  approbation  of  the  judicious  for  not 
having  provided  more.  At  first,  the  design  was  to  aim  at  the 
gratification  of  all  tastes,  without  detracting  from  the  true  dig- 
nity of  a  library ;  and,  therefore,  works  of  fiction  of  standard 
reputation  were  included  liberally  in  the  first  selections  and  up 
to  this  time.  But  to  spend  money  in  building  up  a  library 
composed  of  the  ephemeral,  trashy,  mind- dissipating  works  of 
the  day,  would  be  a  culpable  perversion  of  funds,  and  im- 
mensely to  the  deterioration  of  the  character  of  the  library. 
We  look  to  see  this  library  foster  other  tastes  than  that  for  in- 
discriminate novel  reading,  trusting  that  the  covert  satire  of  a 
minute  of  our  records— 'that  "  our  young  men  are  liberal  pa- 
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trons  of  the  novelists,  as  our  records  will  show" — may  be  only 
*  memorial  of  the  past. 

When  a  high  point  is  gained  in  any  enterprise,  mere  specta- 
tors, 6r  those  who,  without  laboring,  come  in  to  share  the  bene- 
fits, are  apt  to  forget  the  toils  by  which  that  point  has  been 
gained.  Often,  when  success  has  crowned  an  effort,  and  the 
triumph  is  complete,  those  to  whom  the  real  honor  of  the  tri- 
umph belongs,  are  likely  to  be  forgotten.  But  there  has 
been  toil  and  patience.  The  results  we  see  could  not  have 
been  produced  without  these.  The  records  of  the  successive 
Boards  of  Directors,  show  that  there  has  been  hard  work,  anx- 
iety, discouragement,  in  the  pathway  by  which  we  have  reached 
our  present  eminence.  And  there  are  those  here  to-night,  who 
could  tell  how  they  sat  by  the  cradle  of  this  institution  with  al- 
most paternal  affection  and  devotion,  tended  its  first  days  of 
weakness  and  uncertainty,  wrestled  with  difficulties,  nerved 
themselves  in  hours  of  discouragement,  extorted  support  from 
unwilling  hands,  inspired  the  hopeless  and  unbelieving  with 
faith.  We  know  these  things,  and  there  is  in  us  no  insensibil- 
ity, or  failure  to  appreciate  the  self-denying  labor  by  which  our 
present  prosperity  has  been  achieved.  IE  now  no  difficulties 
appear,  but  all  is  swimming  success,  let  the  highest  respect,  and 
honor  be  accorded  to  the  responsible  managers  of  the  Associa- 
tion from  year  to  year,  whose  weekly  meetings,  out  of  sight 
and  unthought  of,  have  witnessed  the  inception  of  plans,,  the 
devising  of  means,  and  the  application  of  the  force,  by  which 
this  enterprise  has  been  moved  up  to  its  present  position,  com- 
manding the  confidence  and  the  pride  of  the  citizens  of  St. 
Louis. 

In  giving  a  moment's  thought  to"  their  labors,  not  forgetting 
that  most  perplexing  one  of  the  choice  of  books,  one  is  remind- 
ed of  Sir  Thomas  Bodley,  the  founder  of  the  first  public  libra- 
ry in  England.  He  exclaims  concerning  the  difficulty  he  met 
with  in  determining  upon  the  classes,  or  works  of  authors  for  his 
library,  to  founding  which  he  turned  his  back  on  court  favors,, 
and  the  advantages  of  that  society  to  which  by  rank  and  cha- 
racter he  belonged, — "often  rejecting,  always  augmenting*  still 
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cousulting,  now  advising  or  being  advised,  requiring  the  coop- 
eration of  many  favorable  circumstances,  some  kind  of  knowl- 
edge, some  purse- ability,  great  store  of  honorable  friends, 
else  it  would  prove  a  vain  attempt  and  inconsiderate."    And 
when  he  alludes  to  his  "  hopes  and  disappointments,  the  humil- 
iating solicitations,  and  minute  drudgery,"  we  may  learn  from 
it  of  much  which  is  unspoken  here,  but  has  had  existence  dur- 
ing the  brief  history  of  this  library.     And  these  were  the  words 
of  consecration  with  which  he  devoted  himself  to  a  work  full 
of  difficulty  indeed,  yet  promising  a  rich  reward  in  the  benefits 
he  would  confer  upon  others  :  "  the  project  is  cast,  and,  wheth- 
er I  live  or  die,  to  such  ends  altogether  I  address  my  thoughts 
and  deeds."     When  his  librarian,  Dr.  James,  groaned  over  his 
"interminable  labors,"  Bodley  reproached  him  with  gentle 
words  —  u  I  am  toiling  exceedingly,  no  less  than  yourself,  with 
writing,  buying,  binding,  and  disposing ;  but  I  am  fed  with 
pleasure  at  seeing  the  end."     Something  of  this  spirit  has 
certainly  animated  the  founders,  officers  and  directors  of  this 
Association,  through  whom,  in  the  brief  space  of  nine  years,  it 
has  become,  what  all  eyes  can  see  it  to  be,  the  chief  object  of 
literary  pride  in  the  West. 

I  have  alluded  to  Sir  Thomas  Bodley's  librarian,  Dr.  James. 
No  better  opportunity  will  occur  in  which  to  introduce  our  own 
most  excellent  librarian,  Mr.  Curtis.  As  this  is  a  family  affair, 
it  will  not  be  deemed  an  intrusion  into  private  matters,  if  I  say 
I  believe  that  Mr.  Curtis  is  unmarried.  With  Sir  T.  Bodley  for 
our  authority,  we  may  say  that  he  has  our  approbation  in  re- 
maining so.  Bodley  insisted  that  Dr.  James  should  continue  in 
a  state  of  celibacy  ;  for,  said  he,  "  marriage  is  too  full  of  do- 
mestical impeachments  to  afford  him  so  much  time  from  his 
private  affairs."  And  when  Dr.  J.  gave  a  practical  illustra- 
tion of  his  dissent  from  any  such  doctrine,  Sir  Thomas  gravely 
admonished  him  of  the  "  absurdity  of  such  conduct  upon  the 
part  of  one  who  had  the  care  of  a  public  library,  for  it  was 
opening  a  gap  to  disorder  hereafter."  Mr.  Curtis,  who  has  the 
honor  of  being  esteemed  very  highly  in  his  official  as  well  as 
pergonal  character,  and   of    enjoying  the  confidence  of  the 
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Board,  may  know  now  just  how  long  his  services  will  be 
judged  indispensable. 

On  this  dedicatory  occasion,  having  in  the  course  of  remark 
reached  the  point  whence  we  look  forward  into  the  future,  it  is 
not  expected  that  I  should  tarry  to  set  forth  the  intent  of  this 
Association,  or  the  work  to  be  done.  Its  history  tells  what  that 
has  been,  and  foretells  what  will  be  hereafter.  The  past  has 
been  a  period  of  improvement  and  advance.  We  may  safely 
leave  the  responsible  duties  of  the  office  of  Directors  in  the 
hands  of  the  present  chief  officer,  Capt.  John  T.  Douglass,  and 
his  co-adjutors  in  the  important  trust  committed  to  their  care. 
The  present  year  has  been  one  of  some  anxiety,  requiring  skill 
and  diligent  attention  to  duty  on  the  part  of  the  managers  of 
the  institution.  The  intelligent  fidelity  and  constancy  of  ap- 
plication with  which  they  have  executed  the  duties  of  their  po- 
sition, give  them  a  strong  and  direct  claim  upon  the  cordial 
support  and  approbation  of  this  community,  in  all  plans  they 
may  submit  for  the  good  of  the  Association. 

As  their  predecessors  have  done,  they  will  continue  to  aug- 
ment the  number  of  the  volumes  of  the  library,  yet  always  with 
an  eye  to  general  usefulness.  This  library  must  yet  become 
what  the  city  itself  is  rapidly  growing  to  be  —  metropolitan  in 
its  character.  Scholars  and  literary  men,  of  this  State  and  of 
Illinois,  have  often,  within  ten  years  past,  journeyed  to  eastern 
cities  to  spend  weeks  in  theological,  scientific,  and  other  learn- 
ed investigations,  in  the  libraries  of  Boston,  Harvard  and  New 
York  ;  or  have  written  to  employ  amanuenses  to  copy  for  them 
such  portions  of  works  as  they  needed  for  their  special  profes- 
sion, or  fo£  literary  purposes.  We  look  to  see  this  library 
take  the  place  of  all  others,  for  Western  men.  Already  it  offers 
inducements  to  investigators  from  abroad,  and  they  are  occa- 
sionally found  poring  over  the  original  works  in  which  the  li- 
brary abounds.  And  it  will  not  prove  a  vain  prophecy,  that 
the  present  managers  and  their  successors  will  invest  this  libra- 
ry with  that  dignity  which  is  inseparable  from  the  character  of 
one,  which  is  a  fountain-head  in  all  departments  of  literature 
and  science.     There  may  be  one  kind  of  original  works  which 
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we  can  not  aspire  to  gain ;  I  refer  to  original,  ancient  manu- 
scripts. In  the  nature  of  the  case,  these  are  limited  in  num- 
ber. The  older  university  libraries  of  Europe  have  these  ;  the 
younger  libraries  of  the  Continent  have  very  few  ;  the  library 
of  Berlin  has  very  few ;  and  the  library  of  Goettingen,  the  best 
selected  library  in  Europe,  has  few  likewise.  So  that  whoever 
has  occasion  tc  consult  such  authorities,  must  cross  the  sea  to  do 
it.  But,  excepting  these,  it  will  be  the  duty  and  the  aim  of  this 
Association  gradually  to  accumulate,  as  the  back-bone  of  the 
library,  on  which  a  wide- spread  fame  may  rest  —  and  which 
shall  constitute  the  strength  of  its  usefulness,  giving  it  a  high, 
determinate  and  universal  value  —  works  of  standard  authority 
and  original  learning.  These  are  the  kind  of  works  which 
form  a  library,  suited  not  to  one  generation  merely,  but  to  all 
time. 

One  desideratum  there  is  however,  which  ought  immediately 
to  be  supplied,  in  order  that  the  true  value,  and  utility  of  this 
library  may  be  fully  realized.  We  need  an  alphabetical  and 
classified  catalogue  of  the  whole  library,  as  complete  as  is 
Poole's  Index  to  Periodical  Literature.  For  instance,  one  of 
you  wishes  to  learn  something  about  the  comic  and  satirical  lit- 
erature of  the  middle  ages  ;  how  will  you  find  it  in  this  library  ? 
Probably  there  is  some  book  here  which  could  give  you  what  you 
want ;  but  you  can  not  imagine  what  one  it  is,  nor  will  any  cata- 
logue which  we  have,  help  you  to  it.  By  going  to  Poole,  you  can 
find  a  reference  to  one  review  article  on  the  subject.  Perhaps 
not  two  feet  from  you  there  is  something  more  and  better  on 
the  subject ;  but  you  do  not  know  it,  and  it  is  as  vain  to  you 
as  though  it  was  not  there.  We  need,  therefore,  an  index  to 
the  whole  library — what  a  table  of  contents  in  a  book  is  to  it. 
Without  it,  there  is  ceaseless  liability  to  waste  of  time  and 
vexation ;  for  there  must  be  an  annoying,  groping,  uncertain 
search  —  sometimes  wasting  hours  for  that  which,  with  such  an 
index  as  I  have  mentioned,  could  be  arrived  at  in  five  minutes. 
To  illustrate  more  fully  the  utility  of  such  an  index,  take  the 
London  Quarterly  with  its  hundred  volumes.  We  wish  to  ob- 
tain information  about  Mirabeau.    We  can  find  an  article  upon 
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him,  by  taking  each  volume  and  examining  it,  or  we  can  do  it 
by  taking  down  each  index  of  the  series  and  examining.  But 
a  much  more  expeditious  way  would  be,  to  refer  to  Poole,  where 
the  volume  and  page  of  the  review  is  indicated,  of  the  article 
desired ;  and,  in  addition,  we  should  find  there  references  to 
twenty  articles  on  Mirabeau,  scattered  through  as  many  re- 
views —  to  examine  all  which  would  occupy  half  a  day.  We 
find  what  we  want,  by  reference  to  Poole,  in  five  minutes.  And 
when  we  remember  that  many  readers  do  not  pretend  to  peruse 
volumes  entire,  but  read  by  subjects,  as  Gibbon  relates  that  he 
did,  we  see  the  cogent  reasons  there  are  for  seeking  to  supply 
this  want  in  our  library. 

To  make  such  a  catalogue  as  this,  sufficiently  comprehensive 
and  detailed,  without  being  too  minute,  would  cost  time  and 
patience,  experience  and  expense.  But  it  can  be  made,  and  I 
am  happy  in  being  able  to  state  that  friends  stand  ready  to  meet 
the  expense,  and  that  an  experienced  scholar  can  be  found  to 
undertake  the  work.  It  remains  for  the  managers  of  the  Li- 
brary Association  to  take  the  initiatory  steps.  The  work  can 
not  be  completed  under  one  administration,  nor  two.  But  the 
high  honor  of  commencing  it  may  belong  to  this  administration, 
if  they  will.  Nothing  yet  done  is  comparable  to  this  in  value. 
There  is  no  such  catalogue  in  the  world.  The  library  is,  in  a 
measure,  a  sealed  casket  without  this  key  ;  the  jewel  can  not 
fairly  be  got  at  without  it.  And,  when  it  is  made,  it  would 
prove  an  indispensable  catalogue  to  every  library  in  the  land. 
All  would  have  it,  since  in  every  library  thousands  of  works 
stand,  which  are  found  in  all  others. 

Without  any  catalogue,  a  library  is  little  better  than  a  "  lit- 
erary chaos,"  in  searching  through  which,  the  time  consumed 
would  nearly  balance  the  value  of  the  materials  gained.  With 
only  a  general  catalogue,  in  which  the  names  of  authors  with 
the  general  titles  of  their  works  are  given,  the  chaos  is  scarcely 
less  complete  ;  for  we  all  know  from  our  own  experience,  that 
under  the  general  title  of  a  book,  some  fifty  subjects  are  not 
unfrequently  discussed.     Let  us  hope  that  this  matter  will  not 


e-:.> 


38 

be  forgotten,  nor  suffered  to  lie  long  neglected.    Its  bearing 
upon  the  utility  of  the  library  is  direct  and  obvious. 

If  we  may  judge  from  various  out-door  remarks,  repeated, 
and  from  many  distinct  sources,  there  is  another  respect  in 
which  the  Association  may  be  greatly  useful  t6  the  community. 
I  have  already  alluded  to  the  opinions  of  some  of  the  early 
Directors  regarding  series  of  lectures  on  single  topics.  I  pre- 
sume that  every  habitual  reader  will  bear  me  out  in  the  decla- 
ration, that  miscellaneous  reading,  with  no  fixed  purpose  or  end 
in  view,  results  in  gains  of  small  value,  and  in  dissipation  of 
the  mind.  Reading  by  subjects,  and  reading  so  thoroughly  as 
to  master  them,  is  the  only  wisdom  in  reading.  The  habitual 
reader  of  newspapers,  who  reads  nothing  but  journals  with 
their  thousand  miscellaneous  and  unrelated  subjects,  ga/ns 
nothing  substantial;  but  makes  a  chaos  of  his  mind,  a  jumble 
of  the  most  heterogeneous  materials,  at  the  cost  of  all  mental 
discipline,  and  the  sacrifice  of  all  true  intellectual  culture.  Not 
more  that  is  definite,  usable,  and  tangible,  is  gained  by  hetero- 
geneous book  reading  on  all  manner  of  subjects.  Why  are  not 
these  remarks  equally  true,  as  applied  to  miscellaneous  lec- 
tures? Can  one  hour's  attention  to  six  different  lectures,  on 
widely  different  subjects,  do  for  your  mind,  or  mine,  what  a 
thorough  discussion  of  a  subject,  by  one  man,  can  do  in  six 
lectures?  To  make  any  course  of  lectures  profitable,  there 
should  be  at  the  same  time  a  course  of  reading  pursued,  on  the 
same  topics ;  and  this  may  be  undertaken  when  a  systematic 
course  is  offered  to  the  public,  but  it  is  impossible  when  the 
course  is  miscellaneous.  Entertainment  may  be  provided  by  a 
miscellaneous  course  :  but  entertainment  is  secondary  ;  profit, 
improvement,  is  primary,  and  accords  with  the  fundamental 
design  of  the  Association. 

And  if  these  observations  are,  of  themselves,  of  insufficient 
weight,  then  let  the  names  of  Dr.  Cox,  of  Brooklyn,  and  of 
Rufus  Choate,  of  Boston,  be  mentioned  as  those  who  have, 
within  ten  days,  given  utterance  publicly  to  similar  opinions. 
The  opinions  of  the  latter  I  have  not  seen,  but  have  been  in- 
formed by  one  of  your  number  that,  at  the  dedication  of  the 
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Peabody  Institute,  he  strenuously  protested  against  miscella- 
neous courses  of  lectures,  as  unprofitable,  and  little  better  than 
useless.  Dr.  Cox,  in  his  historical  circular,  says,  "the  me- 
thod of  a  miscellaneous  course  of  various  topics,  and  different, 
sometimes  very  different,  lectures  and  lecturers  —  and  so  of  a 
heterogeneous  banquet  of  all  possible  contrarieties, — is  not  to 
be  preferred.  It  is  too  vacant,  too  desultory,  and  too  unprom- 
ising ;  too  much  like  mental  dissipation,  or  an  expensive  waste 
of  time,  in  which  the  season  is  consumed,  and  nothing  learned, 
nothing  gained,  nothing  realized,  of  permanent  value." 

Systematic  courses  will  succeed.  It  has  been  proved  here 
whenever  some  tangible  subject  has  been  the  basis  of  the  course. 
The  public  is  waiting  for  courses  upon  History  —  upon  Geolo- 
gy—  Chemistry — Natural  Philosophy.  Such  lectures  are  al- 
ways desirable,  and  desired.  They  stimulate  reading  and  stu- 
dy ;  they  add  to  stores  of  learning,  and  send  the  hearer  out 
with  the  consciousness  that  he  is  wiser,  with  something  to  think 
of,  and  something  to  use. 

In  the  dedication  of  this  house  to  the  genuine  purposes  of 
literature,  and  to  the  use  of  the  public  of  St.  Louis  for  "  men- 
tal improvement,"  let  us  hope  that  it  will  remain  sacred  to 
these  purposes  alone.  The  ties  between  literature,  literary 
culture  and  pure  morality  are  obvious  and  many.  An  institu- 
tion like  this,  surrounded  with  associations  of  a  purely  literary 
order  only  —  devoted  to  literature,  or  that  manifestly  kindred 
only — consecrated  altogether  to  mental  and  moral  improve- 
ment, not  to  pleasure, —  is  an  undoubted  ally  to  religion.  The 
ancient  Egyptians  viewed  it  thus,  embellishing  their  libraries 
with  the  magnificent  statues  of  their  gods,  and  inscribing  over 
their  portals,  "the  medicine  of  the  soul." 

Hitherto  it  has  been  a  source  of  the  sincertfst  gratification  to 
the  friends  of  the  institution,  that  the  whole  air  of  it,  and  all 
the  associations  clustering  about  this  building,  are  suggestive 
only  of  literary  culture  and  literary  aims.  Let  there  be,  then, 
one  building  in  St.  Louis,  like  the  Athaeneum  of  Boston,  sacred 
to  literature,  art  and  science  alone. 

It  has  been  mentioned  as  the  wonder  of  the  age,  that  sam^ 


40 

pies  of  the  food,  clothing  and  other  works  of  art,  of  nations  m 
every  stage  of  the  progress  of  art,  should  have  been  brought 
together  in  one  exhibition  —  that  from  Otaheite  and  Labuan, 
gorgeous  India  and  mysterious  and  ancient  China,  Singapore 
and  Ceylon,  Java  and  Sumatra,  Mengatal  and  Palembang, — 
contributions,  curious,  rich  and  various  —  treasures  of  pkill, 
and  minute,  detailed  ingenuity  —  should  have  come  to  stand 
side  by  side  with  the  works  of  Continental  Europe,  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  of  this  republic  —  nations  long  civil- 
ized, and  standing  at  the  summit  of  progress  in  civilization  and 
mechanical  power.  Has  it  never  occurred  to  you  that  a  library 
presents  a  spectacle,  in  the  world  of  literature,  analogous  to 
that  of  the  Great  Exhibition  in  the  world  of  art  and  science  and 
human  industry  ?  Collected  in  London,  under  the  auspices  of 
Prince  Albert,  wa3  a  vast  assemblage  of  the  products  of  human 
hands  and  of  the  works  of  material  art.  An  opportunity  was 
then  afforded  to  survey  the  march  of  progress — to  notice  each 
step  from  a  state  of  barbarism  to  that  of  the  perfection  of  Eu- 
ropean civilization,  and  to  judge  of  the  results  and  appreciate 
the  benefits  of  all. 

Every  library  is  such  an  exhibition,  on  a  greater  or  lesser 
scale,  of  the  products  of  human  thought,  as  varied  as  in  the 
world  of  art,  and  covering  the  generations  of  men  long  dead, 
yet  living  evermore.  Poetry,  history,  philosophy,  theology  — 
all  there — the  products  of  two  thousand  years  —  more  curi- 
ous than  mechanism,  more  moving  than  sculpture,  more  in- 
structive than  manufactures,  more  nourishing  than  bread,  more 
stimulating  than  all. 

The  world  looked  on  the  former  with  admiration,  and  thou- 
sands in  a  flood,  day  after  day,  streamed  on  to  see.  It  was 
wonderful.  But  a  library,  such  as  our  own,  is  in  all  respects 
more  wonderful ;  for  there,  in  one  simultaneous  exhibition, 
are  the  undying  productions  of  all  nations  and  people  repre- 
sented in  the  world  of  mind  —  of  all  moods  and  feelings  — 
a  picture  of  man's  soul  in  all  its  varying  humors  and  con- 
ditions—  hope,  joy,  fear,  thought,  inspiration,  and  labor;  — 
a  representation  of   the  entire   progress  of    the  human  mind 
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for  nearly  four- score  generations,  of  the  condition  of  every 
people,  and  of  the  present  altitude  of  human  thought.  And 
if  the  loftiest  tributes  were  worthily  bestowed  upon  the  ori- 
ginator of  the  London  Exhibition,  let  them  not  be  denied  to 
the  originators  and  sustainers  of  better  and  nobler  exhibi- 
tions in  public  libraries. 

This  building,  to  one  who  views  it  with  those  just  concep- 
tions which  belong  to  it,  is  calculated  to  awaken  deeper  emo- 
tions than  those  with  which  the  traveler  visits  Westminster 
Abbey.  The  remains  of  the  mighty  and  the  noble  dead  in- 
vest the  spot  where  they  lie  with  awe,  and  the  homage  paid 
there  is  solemn,  with  a  reverence  and  devotion  almost  reli- 
gious. Yet  what  are  such  remains  but  mouldering  dust,  pre- 
cious and  honored  by  association? — while  along  the  lines  of 
the  shelves  of  this  library  are  the  memorials  of  that  which 
alone  was  immortal  in  those  now  resting  in  the  sepulchers 
of  kings — the  memorials  of  mind,  crowned  with  earthly  im- 
mortality, and  instinct  with  a  life  which  knows  no  fading, 
nor  decay. 

It  is  with  no  exertion  of  the  imagination  that  some  men, 
when  they  enter  a  library,  seem  to  be  begirt  by  the  mighty 
dead,  there,  who  belonged  to  the  royal  hierarchy  of  mind ; 
and  by  a  most  pleasurable  delusion  do  they  see  the  faces 
of  the  dead,  and  fancy  themselves  in  communion  with  those 
who  are  gone — the  untitled  nobility  of  our  race.  It  seems 
not  merely  fanciful,  but  natural,  that  the  hat  should  be  re- 
moved from  the  head,  and  the  voice  subdued  to  whispers,  in 
the  very  presence  of  the  princes  of  human  intellect.  Some 
might  well  believe  that  the  regulation  requiring  it,  originated 
quite  as  much  in  a  sentiment  of  respect  for  the  undying 
dead,  as  in  regard  to  appearances,  and  the  convenience  of 
the  living  who  resort  thither. 

In  dedicating  this  Mercantile  Library  building  to  the  uses  of 
literature  and  the  mental  improvement  of  the  citizens  of  St. 
Louis,  let  the  motives  to  use  it  be  felt  by  all.  It  has  not  been 
erected  as  an  architectural  ornament,  to  be  admired ;  but  to  be 
used  with  an  industry  unsurpassed  in  the  workshop  of  the  ar- 
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tizan.  It  belongs  to  you,  citizens  of  St.  Louis — is  entrusted 
to  you  for  use,  and  to  be  sustained.  It  is  consecrated,  prima- 
rily, to  the  use  and  service  of  the  mercantile  class,  but  placed 
within  reach  of  all. 

Is  it  necessary  to  say  one  word  about  the  advantages  of  in- 
tellectual culture  ?  The  moving  power  of  the  civilization  of  this 
age  is  money ;  yet  where  it  is  possessed  it  does  not  imply  men- 
tal culture,  for  wealth  often  gilds  ignorance,  meanness  and 
stupidity.  I  know  no  reason  why  the  distinction  of  "the  learn- 
ed professions"  should  exist  at  all.  There  is  no  reason  why 
the  mercantile  profession  should  not  be  advanced  to  a  level 
with  the  learned  professions  in  point  of  literary  culture.  I 
know  that  business  men  say  they  have  no  time  for  aught  save 
business.  But  men  find  time  for  all^they  want  to  do.  Every 
man  can  find  one  hour  a  day  for  reading.  Prof.  Stowe,  who  is 
one  of  the  most  accomplished  German  scholars  in  the  country, 
related  to  me  that  he  acquired  the  language  first,  by  the  diligent 
use  of  half  an  hour  of  leisure  time  which  he  had  every  day  af- 
ter dinner. 

Learning  comes  by  little  and  little,  culture  by  degrees  ;  and 
a  year  of  reading  one  hour  daily,  is  equivalent  to  reading  thirty 
days  of  twelve  hours  each,  or  sixty  days  of  six  hours  each,  or 
one  hundred  and  twenty  days  of  three  hours  each.  Is  that 
nothing  ?  One  new  idea  a  day,  one  new  thought,  one  new  fact, 
is  three  hundred  and  sixty- five  added  to  our  stock  in  a  year, 
besides  the  inestimable  value  of  mental  training  and  disci- 
pline which  are  secured  by  regular  application  to  some  mental 
pursuit. 

What  has  been  done  may  be  done  again.  In  the  mercantile 
world  have  been  many  men  eminent  for  distinction  in  every 
thing  which  constitutes  the  evidence  of  mental  culture  and  liter- 
ary attainments.  John  Hoole,  the  translator  of  "  Jerusalem 
Delivered"  was  bred  to  the  watchmaker's  trade  ;  afterwards 
clerk  in  the  Office  of  East  Indian  Affairs,  and  Auditor  of  Pub- 
lic Accounts.  Charles  Lamb  was  a  clerk  almost  all  his  days, 
pushed  to  death  for  time  to  do  all  that  he  desired,  and  always 
grumbling  about  his  slavish  life  ;  yet  he  cultivated  letters  in 
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his  hours  of  leisure,  and  is  one  of  the  glories  of  England,  and 
the  companion  of  literary  men  all  over  the  world.  John  Hal- 
kett,  recent  librarian  to  the  Advocates'  Library  of  Edinburgh, 
was  a  woolen -draper's  apprentice,  and,  while  he  was  so,  learn- 
ed to  read  every  language  in  Europe.  Our  own  Bowditch,  the 
correspondent  and  co-equal  of  La  Pl&ce,  was  brought  up  in  a 
ship-chandler's  shop,  and  was  a  common  seaman;  yet  he  ac- 
quired the  French,  German,  Spanish  and  Italian  languages, — 
and  on  ship -board  cultivated  his  peculiar  talent,  which  made 
him  one  of  the  greatest  mathematicians,  and  gave  him  renown 
among  the  mathematicians  of  Europe.  Faraday,  great  among 
chemists,  was  a  poor  boy  in  an  apothecary's  shop.  Arkwright, 
the  inventor  of  the  cotton  jenny,  was  a  barber  till  thirty  years 
of  age.  Ferguson,  the  Scotch  astronomer,  was  a  shepherd's 
boy,  and  laid  the  foundations  of  his  fame  in  the  studies  pur- 
sued while  thus  employed ;  and  Burritt,  familiar  with  fifty-two 
languages,  learned  the  whole  while  a  worker  at  the  anvil. 

The  pursuits  of  business,  or  occupation  for  a  livelihood, 
never  consume  all  time,  so  that  intellectual  culture  is  pre- 
cluded. Lord  Eldon,  Chancellor  of  England,  was  son  and  ap- 
prentice of  a  barge  maker,  and  yet  found  time  for  study  ;  and 
so  did  Lord  Stowell,  Judge  of  the  Queen's  Bench,  the  son  and 
apprentice  of  a  coal  dealer  ;  and  so  also  did  Lord  Tenterden, 
of  great  learning,  who  was  the  son  of  a  barber.  Look  among 
the  business  men  of  the  world  and  see  the  scholars  among  them. 
Grote,  the  author  of  the  noblest  history  of  Greece  yet  written, 
appears  among  the  bankers ;  and  Rogers  the  poet,  likewise. 
Then  there  are  Lloyd,  Horsly  Palmer,  Norman,  and  Salomons, 
all  business  men  and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and 
all  authors.  Mr.  Guys,  a  distinguished  French  merchant,  was 
the  author  of  a  valuable  Geography  and  History  of  Greece, 
and  of  an  exceedingly  stimulating  treatise  on  the  utility  of 
literature  and  scientific  accomplishments  to  commercial  men, 
and  attained  celebrity  as  a  man  of  letters.  Ricardo,  another 
of  the  same  nation,  beginning  life  with  nothing  but  integrity 
and  talent  for  capital,  attained,  among  the  engaging  pursuits 
of  business,  a  position  among  writers  as  one  among  the  very 
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first  of  his  age — his  treatise  on  finance  passing  through  four 
editions.  Roscoe,  of  Liverpool,  is  known  over  the  world  as  an 
ornament  of  commercial  and  literary  circles  ;  while  Sprague 
and  Carey,  of  our  own  land,  are  known  in  every  State  as  emi- 
nent for  business  ability  and  success,  and  honored  contributions 
to  the  literature  of  the  republic  ;  and  Zelotes  Hosmer,  unsur- 
passed in  business  talent  and  in  devotion  to  business,  can  boast 
the  possession  of  the  finest  Greek  library  in  the  country,  the 
riches  of  which  he  has  made  his  own  by  study  in  hours  of  lei- 
sure. In  all  our  cities  are  business  men,  strict,  prompt  and 
industrious  in  commercial  affairs,  who  could  put  to  shame  ma- 
ny a  professional  student  by  the  superiority  of  their  learning 
in  many  departments  of  literature  and  science  —  learning  at- 
tained by  diligent  use  of  hours  (which  all  men  can  find)  of 
release  from  the  immediate,  pressing  avocations  of  business. 
It  is  a  mistake  to  think  that  much  time  is  necessary  for  such 
attainments.  Bulwer,  voluminous  as  a  writer,  a  great  reader, 
and  of  considerable  learning,  relates  that  he  gave  but  three 
hours  per  day  to  literary  pursuits.  What  is  needed,  is  a  dili- 
gent, systematic  use  of  the  time  which  can  be  gained,  be  it 
less  or  more. 

It  is  also  a  mistake,  occasioning  embarrassment  and  discou- 
ragement to  business  men,  to  suppose  that  attainments  in  clas- 
sical literature  constitute  the  true  test  of  learning  and  of  lite- 
rary culture.  This  is  an  idea  which  belongs  to  the  dark  ages. 
It  has  been  fostered  indeed  by  our  colleges,  and  seminaries  of 
learning,  and  it  seems  to  be  conceded,  that  deference  is  to  be 
paid  to  those,  who  are  learned  in  the  languages  of  ancient 
Greece  and  Rome.  But  the  learning  and  culture  we  want  for 
the  present  time,  is  that  which  is  derived  from  a  study  of  En- 
glish literature.  English  has  its  classics,  as  well  as  Greek  and 
Laiin  ;  and  as  the  first  and  second  orators  of  the  world,  De- 
mosthenes and  Cicero,  were  great  in  influence,  because  of  their 
marvellous  power  developed  in  the  mastery  and  use  of  their 
own  mother  tongue,  so  must  Americans  fit  themselves  for  such 
greatness  in  influence,  for  adorning  the  business  and  social  cir- 
cles of  life,  by  the  study  of  English  literature  and  gaining  the 
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riches  of  the  English  tongue.  Canning,  Chatham  and  Burke, 
were  constantly  at  the  fountains  of  English  literature.  Eng- 
land had  her  Helicon,  and  Parnassus,  and  Castalia,  as  well  as 
Greece ;  and  Calliope  and  Cleio  and  the  whole  family  of  the 
Muses  had  their  mountains,  and  their  grottoes,  and  their  sa- 
cred springs  in  the  British  Isle.  Daniel  Webster  received  a 
liberal  education,  of  which,  to  him  the  chief  valuable  element 
was  his  thorough  training  in  English  study.  It  has  been  sta-  « 
ted  by  a  classmate  of  his,  that  he  was  unwearied  and  laborious 
in  his  efforts  to  acquire  the  riches  of  his  native  tongue.  These 
riches  are  within  the  reach  of  all  Americans.  English  litera- 
ture, steadily  read  and  studied,  will  enrich  and  refine  any  mind 
which  is  devoted  to  it.  It  will  constitute  a  broad  foundation 
for  usefulness  and  respectability  ;  the  study  of  it  will  enlarge 
the  range  of  the  intellect,  and  develop  its  powers,  while  adding, 
continually,  to  its  stores  of  learning,  and  its  fund  of  thought, 
establishing  man's  title  to  deference  and  praise,  where  only  it 
can  be  established,  in  the  wealth  of  his  cultivated  intellect  and 
heart. 

Fortunate  will  it  be  for  St.  Louis,  for  the  character  and  emi- 
nence and  usefulness  of  its  business  men,  and  for  the  delights 
and  refinements  of  social  life,  if  this  institution,  by  its  stimu- 
lus to  literary  culture,  shall  lead  our  business  men  to  see,  by 
their  own  trial  of  it,  that  there  is  no  want  of  harmony  between 
the  necessities  and  pursuits  of  trade  and  the  accomplishments 
of  literature — that  a  man  of  education  enjoys  numerous  ad- 
vantages over  his  ignorant  neighbor.  It  was  the  opinion  of 
Addison  that  a  man  of  education,  in  business,  was  likely  to  be 
more  honest  than  an  ignorant  one,  and  certainly,  other  things 
being  equal,  it  is  almost  absurd  to  suppose  that  education  will 
not  make  better  laborers — better  artisans — better  merchants. 
Success  depends  upon  intelligence.  And  will  not  cultivated 
intelligence  accomplish  more  than  ignorance?  Respectability 
and  influence  are  not  enjoyed  by  the  cultured  and  uncultured  in 
equal  degree,  nor  in  the  social  circle  is  equal  honor  paid  to 
blank  ignorance,  and  literary  wealth.  The  culture  of  the  in- 
tellect produces  its  outward  results,  moulding  the  manners,  and 
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imparting  grace  to  the  address — since  the  refinement  and  polish 
attained  by  study,  or  studious  reading,  bear  a  relation  to  the 
sensibilities  and  the  feelings,  which  always  exert  a  controlling 
power  over  the  manners,  and  impart  expression  to  the  outward 
man. 

Fortunate  and  happy  will  this  institution  prove,  if  it  shall 
lead  its  members  to  discover  that  "  literature,  like  virtue,  is  its 
own  reward."  Absolute,  indolent  rest,  man  does  not  require. 
Change  is  rest,  and  recreation  too .  The  weariness  and  exhaus- 
tion, consequent  upon  business  toil,  may  find  relief  in  the  sooth- 
ing, tranquilizing  pursuits  of  literature.  There  is  a  reward, 
and  there  is  real  repose  in  the  delights  afforded  by  intellectual 
pursuits.  Men  may  aim  at  high  literary  attainments  for  the 
sake  of  the  ornament  they  confer,  or  the  aid  which  they  fur- 
nish to  influence  and  success.  But  they  gain  more — they  find 
pleasure  in  the  use  of  the  means — their  self -respect  is  deepened — 
their  conscious  tone  o£  character  is  elevated — they  are  happy 
in  companionship  with  the  choice  society  of  all  ages — they  ex- 
perience the  most  exhilirating  of  all  sensations  —  that  of  in- 
tense mental  activity — as  pleasurable  as  exhilirating — they  en- 
large and  enrich  their  inward  resources,  beyond  the  reach  of  all 
outward  change,  in  the  enjoyment  of  which,  the  misfortunes  of 
life  may  be  forgotten,  its  solicitudes  allayed,  the  soul  lifted 
above  depressing  care,  tranquilized  and  refreshed  for  a  renewal 
of  the  earnest  deeds  of  practical  life. 

When  a  taste  for  such  attainments  has  been  created  and  fos- 
tered here,  in  additional  numbers — when  such  benefits  have  been 
secured  and  a  foundation  thus  laid  for  permanent  individual 
happiness,  and  for  great  social  and  public  benefits,  these  re- 
sults themselves  will  vindicate  the  claim  of  the  founders  and  sup- 
porters o£  this  Association  to  the  honor  and  the  gratitude  of  the 
community  in  future  years,  as  like  ones  have  in  the  past. 

Let,  then,  this  institution  be  cherished  and  nurtured  with  a  care 
and  pride  worthy  of  its  ennobling  design.  Increasing  numbers 
yearly  share  in  its  cheaply  purchased  yet  priceless  advantages. 
But  more  may  be  done  than  has  been.  The  true  and  reliable 
supporters  of  an  Association  like  this,  must  be  sought  for  in 
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all  coming  years,  among  its  intelligent  membership,  whose  at- 
tachment to  it  has  grown  with  their  own  intellectual  culture. 
Let  that  membership  be  increased  yearly ;  and  then  the  words 
of  that  honored  benefactor  of  England,  Sir  Thomas  Bodley, 
uttered  with  reference  to  his  own  first  public  library,  may  al- 
ways, with  hopeful  courage,  be  uttered  by  ourselves:  "We 
cannot  but  presume  that,  counting  what  numbers  of  noble  ben- 
efactors have  already  concurred  in  a  fervor  of  affection  to  this 
noble  place  of  study,  we  shall  be  sure,  in  time  to  come,  to  find 
some  others  of  like  disposition  to  the  advancement  of  learn- 
ing." 
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TERMS    OP    MEMBERSHIP. 


[  Extract  from  the  Constitution  of  the  St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Association, ,] 

CHAPTER  I,  Article  hi.  Any  person  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits 
may,  upon  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  become  a  member  of  this 
Association, on  the  following  terms:  Subscribing  the  Constitution;  and,  if  a 
clerk,  paying  an  initiation  fee  of  two  dollars,  and  the  further  sum  of  seventy- 
five  cents  quarterly  in  advance;  and,  if  in  business  on  his  own  account,  paying 
an  initiation  fee  of  five  dollars,  and  the  further  sum  of  two  dollars  and  fifly 
cents,  semi-annually,  in  advance. 

Art.  v.  Persons  not  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  may  upon  the  appro- 
val of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  the  semi-annual  payment,  in  advance,  of 
two  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  become  beneficiary  members,  entitled  to  all  the 
privileges  of  regular  membership,  excepting  the  right  to  vote  and  hold  office. 

Art.  vi.  Any  person  paying  one  hundred  dollars  at  any  one  time,  shall  be- 
come a  Life  Member,  and,  if  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  shall  enjoy  the 
full  privileges  of  membership. 

[  Extract  from  Regulations   of  the  Library*"] 

Art.  i.  The  Library  and  Reading  Rooms  shall  be  open  every  day  from  9 
o'clock  a.  m.  until  10  o'clock  p.  m.,  excepting  Sundays,  the  Fourth  of  July, 
Christmas  and  New  Year. 

Art.  ii.  The  Librarian  shall  deliver  to  any  member  applying,  personally, 
or  to  his  written  order,  one  volume,  if  it  be  a  folio,  or  quarto ;  and  one  book  or 
set,  (not  exceeding  three  volumes,)  if  an  octavo,  a  duodecimo,  or  a  volume  of 
less  size. 

Art.  xii.  Every  member  may  detain  each  book  or  set,  delivered  aforesaid, 
if  it  be  a  folio  or  quarto,  four  weeks  5  an  octavo,  three  weeks  5  or  a  book  or 
set  of  less  size,  two  weeks ;  except  new  publications,  which,  until  they  have 
been  in  the  Library  two  months,  shall  not  be  detained,  an  octavo,  longer  than 
two  weeks,  and  books  of  less  size,  one  week,  and  which  shall  not  be  renewed. 
No  book  shall  be  reserved  by  the  Libi  arian  for  any  director  or  member. 

Art.  xiii.  Any  member  who  shall  detain  a  book  or  set  longer  than  the 
time  above  limited,  respectively,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  Librarian,  for 
every  day  a  volume  is  so  detained,  if  it  be  a  folio,  four  cents ;  a  quarto,  three 
cents  5  an  octavo,  two  cents  5  if  it  be  a  duodecimo,  or  smaller  volume,  or  pam- 
phlet, one  cent :  Provided,  always,  if  a  whole  set  be  taken  out,  and  a  part  be 
detained  longer  than  the  time  above  limited,  the  fine  shall  be  exacted  for  each 
book,  not  returned  5  ard  if  such  book  be  detained  one  week  beyond  the  time 
above  limited,  the  forfeiture  shall  be  double. 
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ANNUAL    MEETING. 


At  the  eighth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  St.  Louis  Mercan- 
tile Library  Association,  held  at  the  Mercantile  Library 
Hall  on  the  evening  of  the  10th  instant,  the  meeting  was  called 
to  order  by  J.  H.  Alexander,  Esq.,  upon  whose  motion  Rob- 
ert Campbell,  Esq.,  was  called  to  the  Chair,  and,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  J.  T.  Douglass,  Messrs.  Joseph  Woods,  Jr.,  and  A. 
M.  Waterman  were  appointed  Secretaries. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Walter  E.  Sell,  Treasurer  of  the  Association,  present- 
ed his  report ;  which,  on  motion  of  Wm.  M.  Morrison,  Esq. , 
was  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  minutes  of  this 
meeting. 

Mr.  R.  D.  Van  Nostrand  presented  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mitee  of  Ways  and  Means,  stating  that  they  had  examined  the 
Treasurer's  accounts  and  vouchers,  and  had  found  the  same 
correct. 

On  motion,  the  report  of  the  committee  was  accepted,  and 
ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  records. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors  was  presented 
and  read  by  the  President,  J.  H.  Alexander,  Esq. ;  and,  on 
motion  of  R.  M.  V.  Kercheval,  Esq. ,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  jnst  read,  be  adopted, 
and  published  in  the  newspapers  of  this  city,  together  with  the  minutes  of  this 
meeting,  and  the  reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  Auditing  Committee. 

On  motion  of  H.  D.  Bacon,  Esq.,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  present  Board  of  Directors  are  hereby  instructed  to  have 
twelve  hundred  copies  of  the  Report  submitted  to-night  printed  in  pamphlet 
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form,  for  general  distribution ;  and  that  there  be  included  with  it  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  meeting,  and  also  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company,  with 
the  fiscal  and  general  report  of  that  Company. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Edward  Brooks,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  nett  gain  of  more  than  $  5,500  to  the  capital  stock  of  this 
Association ;  the  acquisition  of  147  shares  of  the  stock  of  the  Mercantile  Li- 
brary Hall  Company;  the  gain  of  358  new  members,  and  also  the  late  increase 
of  170  members ;  the  possession  of  several  important  collections,  comprising  a 
large  number  of  volumes  of  inestimable  literary  and  scientific  value,  and  the 
actual  increase  by  1780  volumes  of  this  Library ;  together  with  the  reported 
facts,  that  the  Association  is  out  of  debt,  and  has  a  cash  balance  of  $475.91, — 
entitle  the  President  and  Board  of  Directors  to  the  thanks  of  the  members  of 
the  Association. 

Oa  motion  of  Alfred  Vinton,  Esq.,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  members  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Asso- 
ciation and  of  the  citizens  of  St.  Louis  are  due  to  Henry  D.  Bacon,  Esq., 
and  to  Wayman  Crow,  Esq.,  for  their  donations  to  the  Association,  during 
the  past  year,  of  books  of  great  value : 

To  Mr.  Crow,  for  II  Vaticano,  by  Pistolesi,  in  8  vols,  folio. 
To  Mr.  Bacon,  for  the  Philosophical  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Society  of 
London,  in  140  vols,  quarto. 
For  The  Memoirs  of  the  French  Academy  of  Inscriptions  and  of  Belles 

Lettres,  in  51  vols,  quarto. 
For  Valphy's  uniform  edition  of  the  Latin  Classic  Authors,  in  160  vols, 
octavo. 

Resolved,  That  the  Corresponding  Secretary  is  hereby  instructed  to  commu- 
nicate to  each  of  those  gentlemen  a  copy  of  these  resolutions. 

On  motion  of  H.  D.  Bacon,  Esq.,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  solicit  donations  of  the  stock  in 
the  Library  Hall  Company,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Association. 

commit  tee: 

Wayman  Crow,  Esq.  R.  M.  V.  Kerchevai,  Esq. 

Alfred  Vinton,       "  J.  H.  Alexander,         " 

Gen.  Bernard  Pratte,  Hudson  E.  Bridge,       " 

Wm.  M.  Morrison,  Esq.  Rob't  Campbell,  " 

On  motion  of  J.  H.  Alexander,  Esq.,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  be  and  hereby  is  directed  to  execute 
the  lease  for  the  Hall  Building  and  fixtures  with  the  St.  Louis  Mercantile  Li- 
brary Hall  Company,  and  that  the  said  lease  shall  bear  date  January  2, 1854. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  T.  Douglass,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Association  are  due  to  Chester  Harding, 
Esq.,  to  the  Honorable  the  Judges  of  the  County  Court,  and  to  Henry  W. 
Williams,  Esq.,  for  their  presentation  of  the  Portrait  of  Gov.  Clark. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  then  adjourned. 

ROB'T  CAMPBELL,  Chairman. 


Joseph  Woods,  Jr., 
A.  M.  Waterman, 


Secretaries. 


-*••••>•- 


TREASURER'S    REPORT 


The  Treasurer  of  the  St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Association  respectfully 
submits  the  accompanying  papers  —  viz.,  Cash  Account,  Profit  and  Loss  Ac- 
count, and  Balance  Sheet  —  for  his  report  of  its  financial  transactions  for  the 
year  ending  December  31st,  1853,  and  present  condition  of  its  affairs. 

W.  E.  SELL,  Treasurer. 
St.  Louis,  January  2d,  1854. 


CASH    ACCOUNT. 


Dr.  Receipts. 

To  Balance  as  per  last  Trea- 
surer's report  of  January 

8th,  1853 $847  88 

Initiation  fees 639  00 

Lifemembers 800  00 

Proprietors 1246  50 

Clerks 1132  00 

Beneficiaries 778  50 

Lectures 2238  20 

Fines 84  00 

Catalogues 17  90 

Books 17  50 

Transportation 6  55 

Cash  donations 160  12 

Interest 55  00 

Rent 465  00 

Debts  receivable 53  00 


$8,541  15 


Expenditures.  Cr. 

By  Books $1615  09 

Pei  iodicals 373  08 

Transportation 36  95 

Postage 13  92 

Printing 89  50 

Advertising 23  25 

Stationery 30  15 

Discount  and  exchange  . .        5  25 

Lectures 1926  47 

Librarians 1075  00 

Binding 25o  33 

Furniture 52  90 

Lights 224  05 

Fuel 37  10 

Insurance 187  50 

Porter 96  00 

Rent 900  00 

Petty  expenses 108  70 

M.  L.  Hall  Co.  stock 1015  00 

Balance 475  91 


$8,541  15 


To  Balance  on  hand  December  31st,  1853,  $475.91. 
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PROFIT    AND    I 
Dr. 

To  Librarian's  acc't $1075  00 

Rent  acc't 435  00 

Lights  acc't 224  05 

Fuel  acc't 37  10 

Gas  fixtures  acc't 8  47 

Furniture  acc't 81  56 

Insurance  acc't »...  187  50 

Postage  acc't 13  92 

Transportation  acc't 30  40 

Rinding  acc't 255  33 

Printing  acc't 89  50 

Advertising  acc't 23  25 

Stationery  acc't 30  15 

Catalogues  acc't 37  02 

Discount  and  exch.  acc't. .  5  25 

Porter  acc't 96  00 

Petty  expense  acc't 108  70 

Stock  for  nett  gain  for  year 

ending  December  31,  53,  5597  75 

$  8,335  95 


OSS    ACCOUNT. 

Cr. 

,$639  00 

1350  00 

1246  50 

1138  00 

778  50 

311  73 

84  00 

Interest  acc't 

55  00 

154  12 

1574  10 

100  00 

Stock  Profit  and  Loss  acc't 

905  00 

$8,335  95 


BALANCE    SHEET, 

From  Treasurer's  Hooks,  December  olst,  1853. 

Dr. 

Stock  acc't 

Cash  acc't $  475,91 

Book  acc't $12,609  03 

Book  donation  acc't 4,656  90 

17,265  93 

Periodical  acc't 289  80 

Catalogue  acc't 191  88 

Furniture  acc't 786  94 

G.is  fixtures  acc't 76  25 

M.  L.  Hall  Co.  stock  acc't  (par  value) 3,6.70  00 

$22,756  71 


Cr. 
$  22,756  71 


$22,756  71 


To  the  Members  of  the  St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Association. 

Gentlemen  :  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  report  that  they  have 
examined  the  accounts  of  your  Treasurer  and  find  the  same  to  be  correct,  and 
that  he  has  proper  vouchers  for  all  expenditures.  Respectfully, 

R.  D.  VAN  NOSTRAND,  )      Committee  of 
JNO.  GOODIN,  I  Ways  and  Means. 

Stv  Louis,  January  9:h,  1854. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

OF      THE 

ST.  LOUIS  MERCANTILE  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION 

TO      THE 

CSifiljtf)  &nmtal  iHwting  of  tlje  ilUmbers. 


Gentlemen  :  In  obedience  to  the  requirements  of  the  Con- 
stitution, we  appear  before  you  this  evening,  to  render  an  ac- 
count of  our  proceedings  for  the  past  year,  and  the  present 
state  of  the  Association. 

Before  entering  into  the  details  of  the  year's  transactions, 
permit  us  to  congratulate  you  on  the  continued  and  growing 
prosperity  which  attends  the  affairs  of  the  Library ;  and  to 
thank  you  for  that  cheerful  and  generous  support  you  have  af- 
forded us,  by  which  we  were  enabled  to  carry  into  effect  our 
plans  for  its  increase,  and  the  extension  of  its  usefulness.  We 
hazard  nothing  in  saying,  the  Association  has  acquired  a  hold 
upon  the  affections  of  the  community  which  cannot  be  shaken  ; 
its  utility  having  become  so  well  established  in  the  minds  of  all, 
that  there  can  be  no  fears  of  its  permanency. 

By  the  report  of  the  Treasurer,  which  has  just  been  read  in 
your  hearing,  you  have  been  informed  that  the  entire  amount  of 
receipts  into  the  Treasury,  to  December  31st,  was  $7,693.27  ; 
and  the  expenditures  for  the  same  period  have  been  $8,065.24. 
When  we  add  to  this,  $847.88,  the  balance  of  cash  on  hand 
at  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report,  we  find  there  will  re- 
main a  balance  of  cash  in  the  Treasury,  subject  to  order,  of 
$475.91.  We  recommend  this  balance,  (less  forty  dollars  al- 
ready appropriated  for  the  purpose,)  to  be  applied  to  the  pur- 
chase of  stock  in  the  Library  Hall  Company. 
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At  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report,  the  number  of  volumes 
in  the  Library  was  8,777  ;  there  has  been  added  the  past  year, 
by  purchase,  1,024  volumes,  at  a  cost  of  $1,703.14,  and  by 
donations  764  volumes,  valued  at  $1,574.10,  making  an  aggre- 
gate addition  of  1,788  volumes,  valued  at  $3,277.24.  This, 
added  to  our  former  stock,  makes  the  entire  value  of  books 
in  the  Library  at  present  date,  $17,265.93,  and  the  number  of 
volumes  10,565.  By  adding  value  of  the  other  property  belong- 
ing to  the  Association  we  have  a  grand  total  of  $22,756.71, 
showing  a  gain  for  the  year  just  closed  of  $5,597.75. 

The  following  list,  selected  at  random,  will  give  some  idea  of 
the  importance  of  the  additions  made  during  the  year. 

BY      PURCHASE. 

John  Phillips'  Geology  of  Yorkshire.    4to.    London,  1835. 

Works  of  Isaac  Barrow.    8  vols.  8vo.   Oxford,  1830. 

Vishnu  Purana,  or  Hindoo  Mythology  j  by  H.  H.  Wilson.  4to.  London,  1840. 

W  ills' Lives  of  Illustrious  and  Distinguished  Irishmen.    6  vols.  8vo.    Dublin, 

1840-7. 
Edinburgh  Review,  completed,  with  all  the  Indexes. 
Heinsius'  Bolkthumliches  Worterbuck  der  Deutschen  Sprache.     5  vols.  8vo. 

Hanover,  1822. 
Littell's  Living  Age,  completed. 
Kant's  Critic  of  Pure  Reason.    8vo.    London,  1848. 
Kant's  Metaphysics  of  Ethics.    8vo.    Edinburgh,  1836. 
Liebig's  and  Kopp's  Annual  Reports  of  the  Progress  of  Chemistry  and  Allied 

Sciences.    3  vols.    8vo.    London,  1849-52. 
Architecture  of  M.  Vitruvius  Pollio.    By  Gwilt.    4to.     London,  1826. 
Repton's  Landscape  Gardening.    8vo.    London,  1840. 
Mure's  History  of  the  Language  and  Literature  of  Ancient  Greece.    4  vols. 

8vo.    London,  1850-3. 
Bryant's  Analysis  of  Antient  Mythology.    6  vols.  8vo.    London,  1807. 
Jameb'  Naval  History  of  Great  Britain.    6  vols.  8vo.    London,  1837. 
Bang's  Rites  and  Ceremonies  of  the  Greek  Church.    4to.    London,  1772. 
Annual  Biography  and  Obituary.    21  vols.  8vo.    London,  1817-37. 
Richman's  Styles  of  Architecture  in  England.    8vo.    London,  1848. 
Works  of  Jonathan  Swift,  with  Notes  and  Life  by  Walter  Scott.    19  volumes. 

Edinburgh,  1814. 
North  American  Review,  completed. 

Palladio's  Architecture.    By  Ware.    Folio.    London,  1755. 
Mavor's  Voyages.    28  vols.    London,  1813. 
Reeves'  History  of  the  English  Law.    5  vols.    London,  1814-29. 
Cumberland's  British  Theatre.    18  vols.  18mo.    London,  1814. 
Stuart  &  Revett's  Antiquities  of  Athens.    4  vols,  folio.    London,  1825-30. 


,    13 

Southern  Quarterly  Review,  completed. 

Industrial  Arts  of  the  Nineteenth  Century.    2  vols,  folio.    London,  1851. 

B  Y      DONA  TION. 

David  Dale  Owen's  Report  of  a  Geological  Survey  of  Wisconsin,  Iowa  and 

Minnesota.    2  vols.  4to.    Philadelphia,  1852. 
Rigsjs'  Grammar  and  Dictionary  of  the  Dakota  Language  —  a  Smithsonian 

Contribution  to  Knowledge.    4'o.     "Washington,  1852. 
Schooler?  ft's  History,  Condition  and  Prospects  of  the  Indian  Tribes  of  the 

United  States.     Part  3d.    4to.    Philadelphia,  1853. 
DeBure's  Bibliographic  Instructive,  ou  Traite  de  la  Connaisance  des  Livres 

Rares  et  Singuliers.    7  vols.  8vo.     Paris,  1763. 
II  Vaticano  De?critto  ed  Illustrado  da  Erasmo  Pistolesi.   8  vols,  folio.   Rome, 

1829-38. 
Tri- weekly  National  Intelligencer — April,  1834,  to  Dec,  M9.    16  vols,  folio. 
Works  of  Rev.  John  Wesley.    7  vols.  8vo.    New  York,  1831. 
Conversations  Lexikon.     15  vols.    Leipzig,  1843-8. 
Letters  of  a  Turkish  Spy.    8  vols.,  12mo.    London,  1723-41. 
Annals  of  Philosophy,  or  Magazine  of  Chemistry.    By  John  Thomson.    28 

vols.  8vo.    London,  1813-26. 
Philosophical  Magazine.     19  vols.  8vo.    London,  1805-14. 
A  Collection  of  all  Newspapers,  Pamphlets  and  Periodicals  published  in  Paris 

from  the  beginning  of  the  Revolution  (Feb.,  1848)  till  the  election  of 

Lou;s  Napoleon  as  President  (Dec,  1848),  made  by  Mr.  Henry  Boern- 

stein,  of  St.  Louis.    2  vols,  folio ;  1  vol.  4to ;  2  vols.  8vo. 
Valpy's  Scripfores  Latini  in  usum  Delphini,  or  Delphin  Classics.    160  vols. 

8  vo.     London,  1819-30. 
Philosophical  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Society  of  London,  1665  to  1852. 

140  vols.    London. 
Histoire  avec  les  Memoires  de  PAcademie  Royale  des  Inscriptions  et  Belles- 

Lettres,  1701  to  1793.    51  vols.  4to.    Paris. 

The  following  new  Periodicals  have  been  added  during  the 
year : 


Tait's  Edinburgh  Magrzine. 

London  Athenaeum. 

Revue  des  Deux  Mondes. 

Illustrated  Magazine  of  Art. 

Illustrirte  Zeitung  of  Leipzig. 

London  Chemist. 

Journal  of  the  Geological  Society, 

London. 
Putnam's  Monthly. 
London  Lancet  (reprint). 


Gieason's  Pictorial. 

Illustrated  News  of  New  York. 

St.  Louis  Medical  and  Surgical  Jour- 
nal. 

Buchanan's  Journal  of  Man. 

New  England  Genealogical  and  His- 
torical Register. 

Country  Gentleman. 

American  Polytechnic  Journal. 

Musical  World  and  Times. 


\Ye  have  insurance  in  the  following  offices,  for  the  amounts 
annexed,  viz : 
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Home  Mutual  Insurance  Company $  3,000 

Delaware  «•'  "        5,000 

Tennessee  Marine  and  Fire  Insurance  Company   3,000 

St.  Louis  "  "  2,000 

Lumbermen's  and  Mechanics'      "  u         4,000 

Total $17,000 

The  policy  in  the  latter  office  has  been  taken  out  within  a  few 
days,  to  cover  the  additional  value  of  books  acquired  the  past 
year. 

The  number  of  members  belonging  to  the  Association,  at  the 
*  date  of  the  last  annual  report,  was  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
four.  Since  that  period  we  have  lost  by  death,  removal  from 
the  city,  and  withdrawal,  188  ;  and  have  added  to  our  member- 
ship, during  the  same  time,  358  ; — making  a  nett  gain  for  the 
year  of  170. 

Our  membership  account  now  stands  — 

Life  members 55 

Proprietors 258 

Clerks 427 

Beneficiaries 204 

Total 944 

During  the  year,  9885  vols,  have  been  issued  to  684  readers. 
Although  these  results  are  highly  gratifying,  —  show  that  the 
Association  is  growing  in  the  public  esteem,  —  and  that  our 
books  are  diligently  read  by  a  large  number  of  members,  — yet 
they  are  not  what  they  ought  to  be. 

The  usual  method  of  districting  the  city,  and  assigning  com- 
mittees to  canvass  for  members,  has  been  employed  with  very 
beneficial  results  ;  but,  as  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tion are  all  engaged  in  active  business,  they  find  it  very  difficult 
to  devote  any  considerable  attention  to  this  object  during  busi- 
ness hours,  and  as  it  is,  unfortunately,  one  of  those  duties  that 
cannot  well  be  performed  at  any  other  time,  the  interests  of  the 
Association  suffers,  in  this  particular,  for  want  of  proper  atten- 
tion. If  all  of  the  members  of  the  Association  would  consider 
it  a  part  of  their  duty  to  extend  the  sphere  of  its  usefulness,  and 
each  one  would  solicit  members  among  his  acquaintances,  a  great 
deal  might  be  accomplished  in  this  way  with  very  little  effort. 
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The  Association,  at  its  last  annual  meeting,  directed  that  the 
cash  balance  then  on  hand  of  $847.88  should  be  invested  in  the 
stock  of  the  Library  Hall  Company,  provided  the  same  should 
be  increased  by  voluntary  subscription  to  one  thousand  dollars. 
We  have  pleasure  in  stating  that  the  Association's  very  good 
friends,  Messrs.  Alfred  Vinton,  James  B.  Teatman,  and  Wm. 
M.  Morrison,  promptly  made  up  the  amount,  enabling  us  to 
carry  into  effect  your  instruction ;  and  that  we  have  procured 
with  this  fund,  from  friends  of  the  Association  who  wpre  willing 
to  donate  a  portion  of  its  cost,  one  hundred  and  eighty- two  shares 
of  the  stock,  having  also  left  forty  dollars  of  this  fund  in  the 
Treasury  to  pay  for  stock,  when  it  can  be  transferred  to  the 
Association,  purchased  of  a  gentleman  now  absent  from  the  city* 

At  the  regular  meeting  of  the  Directors  in  June,  the  Presi- 
dent was  authorized  to  receive  stock  in  the  Library  Hall  Com- 
pany, at  par,  in  exchange  for  life-memberships  in  the  Associa- 
tion. Under  this  resolution  we  have  acquired  sixty-five  shares. 
We  are  also  indebted  to  Messrs.  Conrad  R.  Stinde  and  Charles 
E.  King  for  donations  of  stock  in  the  Library  Hall  Company. 
The  Association  is  now  owner  of  367  shares  of  this  stock,  val- 
ued at  three  thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy  dollars.  In  this 
connection,  we  would  recommend  the  appointment  by  the  Asso- 
ciation, at  this  meeting,  of  a  committee  for  the  purpose  of  soli- 
citing donations  of  stock.  In  purchasing  stock,  we  have  found 
a  very  friendly  disposition  manifested  toward  the  Library  on  the 
part  of  holders  of  it,  and  a  number  of  them  expressed  their  in- 
tentions of  donating  their  stock  to  the  Association.  We  do  not 
doubt,  that,  if  the  proper  efforts  be  made,  the  Association  may 
become  the  owner  of  a  large  portion  of  this  stock  before  the 
close  of  another  year. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  following  named  friends  for  valuable 
donations  of  books,  for  which  we  take  pleasure  in  returning 
our  thanks. 


Hon.  H.  S.  Geyer; 

Fred.  Vinton; 

R.  A.  Guild,  of  Providence,  R.  I.  ; 

Philadelphia  Library  Company; 

Chas.  D.  Drake; 

Rev.  O.  J.  Jones  ; 


Gov.  Farrington,  of  Minnesota ; 

Chas.  £.  King; 

J.  Mont.  Douglass; 

W.  P.  Curtis ; 

J.  H.  Alexander; 

RoVt  Scott  j 
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J.  C.  Tevis  ; 

St.  Louis  Law  Library  Association ; 

H.  W.  Hough  ; 

Kirtly  Ryland ; 

St.  Louis  Chamber  of  Commerce  ; 

M.  V.  L.  McClelland  ; 

Chas.  M.  Scott; 

Henry  T.  Tomlinson ; 

M.  H.  Burr,  of  New  York  ; 

Sherman  Spencer ; 

Chas.  B.  Morton,  of  New  York ; 

Dr.  T.  G.  Comstock  5 

A.  M.  Anderson; 

G.  W.  Manypenny,  Com.  Indian  Aff. 

S.  M.  Wiggins ; 

Dyer  &  Willis,  of  New  York ; 

Rev.  Jacob  Schwartz,  Belleville,  Ills. 

N,  Y.  Mercantile  Library  Association 

City  of  St.  I*ouls  5 

J„  Disturnell,  of  New  York ; 

Dr.  James  McDowell  ; 

Thomas  Dawkins ; 

Josiah  Forster,  of  London ; 

Dr.  Martin  Paine,  of  New  York ; 

Leonard  Mathews  5 

Young  Men's  Association  of  Albany 

U.  S.  Senate,  per  Hon.  H.  S.  Geyer  5 


Commissioner  of  Patents,  Charles  Ma- 
son, Washington  5 

A.  D.  Bache,  Sup't  Coast  Survey; 

Mrs.  Alphonso  Wetmore ; 

Hon.  Thos.  H.  Benton ; 

Wm.  Mcllhe'nny,  Library  A theneum, 
Philadelphia; 

L.  H.  Terry ; 

Henry  Clark,  of  West  Poultney,  Vt. ; 

E.  K.  Woodward ; 

M.  Lewis  Clark ; 

Ansel  Edwards; 

Jared  Spai  ks,  L.  L.  D. ; 

Young  Men's  Association,  Buffalo ; 

Irwin  Z.  Smith ; 

G.  C.  Rand,  Boston; 

A.  F.  Lansing,  Librarian  of  Young 
Men's  Association,  Albany  5, 

Young  Men's  Mercantile  Library  As- 
sociation, Cincinnati ; 

Conrad  R.  Stinde ; 

John  Wiley,  of  New  York ; 

Hon.  Thomas  Allen ; 

Isaac  H.  Eeim ; 

Hon.  David  R.  Atchison; 

J.  Monroe  Douglass; 

Proprietors  of  our  City  Papers. 


We  insert  the  following  here,  as  it  explains  itself. 

/.  H.  Alexander,  Esq.,  President  Mercantile  Library  Association. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  send  you  the  original  papers  relatiug  to  transfer  of  portrait 
of  Gov.  Clark  by  County  Court  to  your  Association.  The  picture  is  subject 
to  your  order.  Truly  yours, 

HENRY  W.  WILLIAMS. 
St.  Louis,  January  10th,  1854. 


St.  Louis,  January  8th,  1854. 

Chester  Harding,  Esq. — Dear  Sir:  It  haa  occurred  to  me  that  the  full 
length  portrait  of  Governor  Clark,  generously  presented  by  you  a  few  years 
since  to  the  County  Court  of  this  county,  would  be  more  appropriately  be- 
stowed, and  be  under  the  charge  of  those  more  interested  in  preserving  ii  with 
care,  if  transferred  to  the  Mercantile  Library  Association. 

The  halls  of  the  Library  Association  will,  in  time,  be  graced  by  many  gems 
of  art;  while  the  Rotunda,  from  the  public  nature  of  its  use,  can  never  be  re- 
garded with  favor  by  artists,  or  conossieurs  in  art 

The  care  of  the  picture  at  the  Rotunda  is  necessarily  entrusted  to  those  who 
feel  but  little  interest  in  its.  preservation.    I  have  noticed  with  regret  that  it 
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has  already  received  injury.  The  Library  Association,  taking  individual  in- 
terest and  pride  in  the  collection  of  treasures  of  Art  and  Literature,  will,  if 
transferred  to  them,  guard  your  magnificent  donation  most  sacredly,  not  only 
as  a  master-piece  of  an  eminent  artist,  but  as  a  faithful  likeness  of  one  whose 
name  will  in  future  days  beget  a  desire  to  see  his  "  counterfeit  presentment.  >* 

I  write  this,  therefore,  to  ask  your  assent  to  an  application  which  I  wish  to 
make  to  our  County  Court  for  the  transfer  proposed. 

Trusting  that  yourself  and  the  County  Court  will  concur  in  my  views,  and 
that  your  gift  will  prove  the  nucleus  around  which  a  gallery  of  paintings  will 
soon  he  formed,  in  which  St.  Louis  may  take  just  pride, 

I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c, 

HENRY  W.  WILLIAMS. 


St.  Louis,  January  9th,  1854. 
Henry  W.  Williams,  Esqr.  —  Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  8th  is  before 
me.  I  concur  with  you  in  the  wish  that  the  portrait  of  Gov.  Clark  may  be 
transferred  from  its  present  place  to  the  rooms  of  the  Mercantile  Library  As- 
sociation. I  have  long  felt  that  the  picture  would  be  ruined  if  it  was  suffered 
to  remain  where  it  now  is.  The  Rotunda  is  damp,  and,  what  is  of  much  im- 
portance to  the  artist,  the  light  is  bad. 

It  will  give  me  great  pleasure  to  learn  that  the  picture  is  transferred  from 
its  present  place  to  the  rooms  of  the  M.  L.  Association. 

With  much  respect,  I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

CHESTER  HARDING. 


To  the  Honorable  the  County  Court  of  the  County  of  St,  Louis. 

Gentlemen:  Believing  that  the  portrait  of  Governor  Clark,  which  was 
a  few  years  since  presented  to  the  County  Court  by  Chester  Harding,  Esq., 
would  receive  serious  injury  in  a  place  so  public  as  the  Rotunda,  and  anxious 
that  so  valuable  a  work  of  Art  should  be  carefully  preserved,  I  have  taken  the 
liberty  of  asking  Mr.  Harding's  assent  to  its  transfer  to  the  Mercantile  Library 
Association  of  this  city,  which  assent  has  been  given,  as  will  appear  by  tfee 
note  from  Mr.  Harding  herewith,  subject  of  course  to  your  free  concurrence 
therein. 

The  Rotunda  was  originally  designed  for  the  reception  of  paintings,  but  the 
use  to  which  it  is  appropriated  renders  it  any  thing  but  a  proper  place  for  val- 
uable works  of  Art.  The  County  Court  is  necessarily  obliged  to  give  the 
charge  of  the  Rotunda  into  the  hands  of  persons  who  cannot  be  supposed  to 
take  interest  in  the  care  or  preservation  of  pictures,  and  already  the  gift  of  Mr. 
Harding  has  received  injury.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Library  Association  have 
persons  in  charge  of  their  property  whose  duty  as  well  as  their  inclination* 
prompt  them  to  use  every  exertion  to  preserve  the  works  of  Literature  and  Art 
entrusted  to  their  keeping. 

In  order,  therefore,  that  the  generous  donation  of  Mr.  Harding  may  be  prop- 
erly guarded  from  injury,  I  beg  leave  to  ask  your  honorable  body  to  present  the 
same  to  the  Mercantile  Library  Association  of  this  city.       Respectfully, 

HENRY  W.  WIJLLIAMS. 
2 
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St.  Louis  County  Coukt,  January  10th,  1854. 

The  Court,  helieving  that  the  portrait  of  General  Clark,  presented  to  the 

County  hy  Chester  Harding,  artist,  is  liable  to  become  injured  in  the  Rotunda 

of  the  Court-house,  do,  with  the  concurrence   of  Mr.   Harding',  present  the 

same  to  the  Mercantile  Library  Association  of  St.  Louis,  to  be  placed  in  their 

HaU.  A  true  copy. 

Test,        J.  THOIiNBURGH,  Clerk. 


We  are  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Williams  for  his  kindness  in  pro- 
curing this  fine  present  for  us  from  the  County  Court,  and  to 
Mr.  Harding  for  his  consent  to  the  transfer  to  our  rooms  ;  we 
also  take  pleasure  in  thanking  the  Honorable  County  Court  for 
their  very  handsome  donation.  We  hope  that  this  will  prove  a 
nucleus  around  which  our  citizens,  who  possess  works  of  Art, 
will  take  pleasure  in  adding  their  contributions. 

We  are  also  indebted  to  the  Hon.  John  F.  Darby  for  numer- 
ous favors,  in  the  way  of  maps,  charts,  and  other  public  docu- 
ments, forwarded  during  the  period  that  he  occupied  a  seat 
in  Congress.  To  Henry  Boernstein,  Esq.,  we  are  under 
obligations  for  a  collection  of  French  newspapers  and  pam- 
phlets, collected  by  the  donor  in  Paris  during  the  revolution  of 
1848.  We  esteem  Mr.  Boernstein's  donation  the  more,  from  the 
fact  that  it  is  the  only  collection  of  the  kind  in  this  country, 
and  probably  in  the  world. 

Through  the  solicitation  of  our  esteemed  fellow- citizen,  Chas. 
D.  Drake,  Esq.,  we  are  indebted  to  Major  Geo.  C.  Sibley,  of 
St.  Charles,  for  sixteen  volumes  of  the  National  Intelligencer, 
for  the  years  1834  to  1849.  To  the  Hon.  Wayman  Crow  we 
are  indebted  for  a  copy  of  the  "Vatican  Described  and  Illus- 
trated," in  eight  volumes.  This  is  a  valuable  addition  to  our 
library,  from  a  class  of  books  which  the  present  condition  of  our 
wants  in  other  departments  of  literature  precludes  us  from  pur- 
chasing. We  are  also  indebted  to  the  Hon.  E.  D.  Morgan,  of 
New  York,  for  a  medallion  of  Daniel  Webster ;  to  William  H. 
Gilman,  Esq.,  for  a  fine  engraving  of  the  same  distinguished 
personage;  to  M.  Lewis  Clark,  Esq.,  for  two  very  old  oil 
paintings,  said  to  be  by  Albert  Durer ;  and  to  the  Hon.  John  M. 
Krum,  for  a  fine  bust  of  General  Cass.  We  are  under  renewed 
obligations  to  our  generous  friend,  Alfred  Vinton,  Esq.,  for  ex- 
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tremely  liberal  donations  of  books  daring  the  past  year.  In 
this  connection,  we  cannot  deny  ourselves  the  pleasure  of  inform- 
ing you,  that  the  number  of  volumes  donated  by  Mr.  Vinton, 
since  the  organization  of  the  Association,  amounts  to  over  one 
thousand,  besides  his  other  very  liberal  benefactions.  We  de- 
sire to  express  our  sincere  thanks  to  Henry  D.  Bacon,  Esq.,  for 
the  very  handsome  donation  of  Valphy's  Delphin  Classics,  in 
160  volumes  ;  The  Philosophical  Transactions  of  the  Royal  So- 
ciety of  London,  from  1665  to  1852,  140  volumes ;  and  the 
"  Memoirs  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Inscriptions  and  Belles 
Lettres  of  Paris,  from  1701  to  1795,  51  volumes.  We  are  the 
more  grateful  to  Mr.  Bacon  for  his  kind  remembrance  of  us, 
during  his  recent  visit  to  Europe,  from  the  fact  that  the  extreme 
scarcity  and  high  prices  of  the  books  he  has  selected,  precluded 
the  possibility  of  the  Association  becoming  the  owner  of  them, 
by  purchase,  for  many  years  to  come.  It  gives  us  pleasure  also 
to  state,  that  Mr.  Bacon  has  informed  us,  he  has  ordered  to  be 
executed  in  marble,  for  presentation  to  the  Association,  a  life-size 
statue  of  the  great  statesman,  Daniel  Webster ;  the  model  of 
which  has  been  recently  completed,  and  is  said  to  be,  by  those 
who  knew  him  best,  a  very  correct  representation  of  the  dis- 
tinguished original.  The  artist  expects  to  complete  his  work 
during  the  present  year,  and  we  anticipate  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
it  grace  our  Library  rooms  before  another  annual  meeting. 

There  is  no  part  of  our  duties  we  perform  with  so  much  pleas- 
ure, as  that  of  recording  the  names  of  the  benefactors  of  the 
Association.  They  prove  there  are  those  among  us  who  under- 
stand the  true  uses  of  wealth,  and  take  pleasure  in  distributing 
it  so  as  to  increase  the  happiness  and  usefulness  of  the  less 
fortunate. 

To  secure  the  Library  from  the  depredations  of  petty  pilfer- 
ers, it  has  been  determined  that,  on  the  removal  of  the  books 
to  the  new  library  room,  they  shall  be  kept  under  lock  and  key ; 
and,  with  this  view,  the  bookcases  are  to  be  furnished  with  glass 
doors.  From  the  fact  that  several  of  our  books  have  been  found 
in  second-hand  book  stores,  it  has  become  necessary  to  adopt 
this  course,  in  order  that  the  Librarian  may  be  held  responsible. 
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We  are  aware  it  may  prove  somewhat  inconvenient  to  members 
frequenting  the  reading  rooms  ;  but  we  hope  their  common  in- 
terest in  the  prosperity  and  security  of  the  Library  will  induce 
them  to  bear  with  it,  as  an  unavoidable  necessity,  for  the  pre- 
servation of  the  property  of  the  Association. 

During  the  past  summer  we  received  a  call,  signed  by  several 
of  the  principal  Librarians  of  the  United  States,  requesting  the 
various  Public  Libraries  to  appoint  delegates  to  a  Librarians' 
Convention,  to  be  held  in  the  city  of  New  York.  Deeming  the 
object  of  the  Convention,  as  set  forth  in  the  call,  a  laudable 
one,  and  that  much  benefit  might  result  to  this  and  kindred 
associations  from  the  deliberations  of  those  familiar  with  the 
internal  arrangements  of  libraries,  we  appointed  our  Librarian, 
Mr.  Wm.  P.  Curtis,  to  represent  this  Association  in  the  Con- 
vention. The  meetings  were  opened  on  the  15th  of  September, 
and  continued  for  several  days.  A  report  of  the  proceedings 
has  been  furnished,  and  may  be  found  on  the  shelves  of  the 
Library. 

The  committee  required  by  the  constitution  to  "  examine  the 
books  and  other  property  of  the  Association,"  was  appointed  at 
the  proper  time  ;  but,  as  it  was  then  thought  the  new  library 
room  would  be  completed  by  the  1st  of  January,  so  that  the 
books  could  be  removed, —  and  as  the  members  would  necessa- 
rily be  deprived  of  their  use  for  a  number  of  days,  during  their 
removal  and  arrangement  upon  the  shelves  in  the  new  room, — 
it  was  deemed  best  to  defer  the  examination  until  the  removal 
should  take  place. 

There  has  been  no  effort  to  carry  into  effect  the  method  of 
disposing  and  cataloguing  the  books,  maps,  &c,  o£  the  Library, 
recommended  by  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mann  Butler, 
Esq.,  to  the  last  annual  meeting,  from  the  fact  that  the  method 
alluded  to  had  already  been  adopted  so  far  as  the  limited  ac- 
commodation of  our  rooms  would  allow. 

In  this  connection,  we  would  recommend,  for  the  greater  con- 
venience of  those  using  the  Library,  the  propriety  of  our  suc- 
cessors in  office  having  prepared  a  complete  alphabetical  and 
classified  catalogue,  which  shall  give  a  succinct  statement  of  all 
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the  subjects  treated  of,  and  in  what  books  they  may  be  found. 
Such  a  catalogue,  properly  arranged,  would  be  of  vast  benefit 
to  the  members  of  the  Association,  as  it  would  afford  more 
ready  access  to  the  mines  of  intellectual  wealth  in  our  pos- 
session. 

Our  lecture  season  was  opened  on  the  17th  of  February,  by 
Josiah  Dent,  Esq.,  who  selected  for  his  subject  of  discussion, 
"  The  Mississippi  Valley ;  its  relations  to  Commerce  and  Civili- 
zation." Rev.  J.  M.  Peck,  of  Illinois,  followed,  on  the  18th 
o£  same  month,  with  a  lecture  on  the  "  Elements  of  Western 
Character."  On  the  13th  o£  May,  Professor  Louis  Agassiz 
commenced  a  course  of  four  lectures  on  the  sciences  of  Geology 
and  Zoology,  which  was  continued  on  the  16th,  17th  and  19th 
of  same  month.  These  lectures  were  well  attended  and  gave 
general  satisfaction,  but  resulted  in  small  pecuniary  loss  to  the 
Association.  We  take  this  occasion  to  publicly  thank  Messrs. 
Dent  and  Peck  for  their  gratuitous  services. 

Our  winter  course  was  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Dewey,  in 
twelve  lectures  on  the  "  Problem  of  Human  Destiny,"  commen- 
cing on  the  1st  of  November,  in  the  large  hall  in  the  Library 
Building,  and  continued,  three  each  week,  until  the  close.  This 
course  was  well  attended,  and  listened  to  by  large  and  intelli- 
gent audiences,  who,  by  their  profound  attention,  manifested 
their  admiration  of  the  distinguished  lecturer.  The  entire  re- 
ceipts from  this  course  were  $1735,  and  expenditures  $1316.95, 
showing  a  nett  gain  of  $418.05. 

On  the  completion  of  the  large  Hall  (which  gives  us  much 
more  room  for  the  accommodation  of  our  audiences  than  we 
have  been  able  to  obtain  heretefore),  the  Directors  determined 
on  a  reduction  in  the  price  of  tickets  greatly  below  our  former 
rates ;  and,  we  are  happy  in  being  able  to  say,  our  experiment 
with  Dr.  Dewey  has  been  such  as  to  prove  that  cheap  intellec- 
tual food,  of  the  best  kind,  can  be  furnished  without  detriment 
to  the  financial  affairs  of  the  Association. 

The  Directors  had  arranged  with  Thomas  F.  Meagher,  Esq., 
to  follow  Dr.  Dewey  with  a  course  of  four  lectures  on  the  "  Irish 
Orators,"  and  expected  him  to  commence  in  the  early  part  of 
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December.  We  were  not  advised  of  Mr.  Meagher's  inability  to 
fulfil  his  engagement  until  it  was  too  late  to  make  other  arrange- 
ments for  continuing  our  lectures  during  that  month. 

In  the  last  annual  report  you  were  informed  that  Mr.  Thackery 
had  been  engaged  to  lecture  before  the  Association,  and  would 
be  here  some  time  during  the  year  just  closed.  Mr.  Thackery 
has  seen  proper  to  violate  his  engagement  with  us,  and  return 
to  England,  without  any  explanation  of  his  reasons  for  adopting 
such  a  course.  Henry  A.  Homes,  Esq.,  late  Secretary  of  the 
American  Legation  at  Constantinople,  and  for  eighteen  years 
a  resident  of  Turkey,  was  invited  to  deliver  a  course  of  lectures 
on  Turkish  Life  and  History,  before  the  Association ;  but,  as  he 
has  informed  us  he  cannot  visit  St.  Louis  before  March,  no  en- 
gagement has  been  made  with  him,  and  the  subject  left  open  for 
the  action  of  the  succeeding  Board  of  Direction. 

The  President  of  the  Hall  Company  has  informed  us,  the  build- 
ing will  be  finished  and  ready  to  occupy  during  the  present  month. 
The  chandeliers  (a  part  of  which  are  on  the  way  from  Phila- 
delphia) will  be  put  up  as  fast  as  they  are  received ;  the  orna- 
mental painting  of  the  Halls  cannot  be  executed  before  next  sum- 
mer. Every  effort  has  been  used  to  complete  the  building  with 
the  least  possible  delay  that  the  nature  of  the  enterprise  would 
admit,  and  the  Building  Committee  (Messrs.  Vinton,  Bridge  and 
Yeatman,)  eminently  deserve  the  thanks  of  the  Association  for 
the  zeal  and  energy  with  which  the  work  has  been  and  is  now 
being  pushed  to  completion. 

By  provision  of  its  charter,  the  Library  Hall  Company  is  re- 
quired, on  the  completion  of  the  Library  Building,  "to  lease 
perpetually  said  building  and  ground  to  the  St.  Louis  Mercan- 
tile Library  Association,"  on  the  following  terms,  to  wit :  "  That 
the  said  Library  Association  shall  pay  annually  to  the  Hall  Com- 
pany, on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  of  each  year,  all  gene- 
ral or  special  taxes,  insurance,  and  repairs,  to  which  said  ground 
and  building  may  be  necessarily  subjected ;  and,  in  addition 
thereto,  six  per  cent,  interest  upon  the  whole  cost  of  said  land 
and  building  which  shall  not  have  been,  on  said  first  day  of  Jan- 
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uary  o£  each  year,  repaid  to  the  Hall  Company  by  the  Asso- 
ciation, " 

Upon  compliance  with  these  terms,  and  the  requirement  to  ap- 
ply all  moneys  received  from  rents  of  the  Library  Building  which 
may  remain  after  payment  of  taxes,  repairs,  insurance  and  in- 
terest, to  the  reimbursement  of  the  Library  Hall  Company  of  its 
outlay  for  ground  and  building,  the  Library  Association  will  be 
entitled  to  the  full  and  entire  control,  use  and  possession  of  said 
land  and  building.  As  you  will  be  asked,  to-night,  to  authorize 
the  Board  of  Direction  to  execute  the  lease  with  the  Hall  Com- 
pany, we  will  state,  for  your  information,  that  we  have  been  in- 
formed by  the  President  that  the  entire  cost  of  the  ground,  build- 
ing, furniture,  and  fixtures,  when  completed,  will  be  about  one 
hundred  and  thirty-three  thousand  dollars  ;  and  this  will  be  the 
sum,  less  the  amount  already  reimbursed  the  Company  by  the 
Association,  on  which  you  will  be  required  to  pay  the  interest. 

The  large  hall  was  used  for  our  lectures  during  the  month  of 
November  ;  and  has  produced,  from  rents  received  of  other  as- 
sociations and  lecturers,  $725  ;  which  is  not  included  in  the  re- 
ceipts of  Treasury,  but  has  been  expended  for  purposes  connect- 
ed with  the  hall  and  building.  The  room  fronting  on  Locust 
street,  in  the  first  story,  has  been  leased  for  five  years,  at  a  rent 
of  one  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  for  the  use  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association.  The  store  on  Fifth  street,  next 
to  the  main  entrance,  has  been  rented  to  Messrs.  H.  G.  Wade 
&  Co.,  for  the  term  of  five  years,  for  eight  hundred  dollars  per 
annum  ;  and  the  one  adjoining  to  the  Treasury  Department  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  use  of  the  Assistant  Treasurer,  for 
the  term  of  three  years,  at  the  annual  rent  of  eight  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars.  As  we  have  not  been  able  to  find  suitable 
tenants  for  the  store  on  the  corner  of  Fifth  and  Locust  streets, 
and  the  one  adjoining,  we  have  not  disposed  of  them.  There 
has  been  an  application  for  the  corner  store,  and  we  think  it 
quite  probable  it  will  soon  be  rented. 

The  result  of  the  year's  transactions  maybe  summed  up  brief- 
ly thus :  an  increase  of  seventy  readers,  and  four  hundred  and 
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eighty  volumes  issued ;  an  addition  of  one  hundred  and  seventy 
to  our  membership  account,  with  an  acquisition  of  seventeen 
hundred  and  eighty-eight  volumes  to  the  Library.  We  have 
also  acquired,  by  purchase  and  donation,  twenty-five  hundred 
and  seventy  dollars'  of  stock  in  the  Mercantile  Library  Hall 
Company. 

On  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 

J.  H.  ALEXANDER,  President. 


■«■♦»»■  * 


LIST    OF    MEMBERS 


OF      THS 


ST.  LOUIS  MERCANTILE  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION 

Oaring  tfje  ©ear  1853. 


Allen,  Thomas 
Belcher,  Wm.  H. 
Brant,  Joshua  B. 
Bridge,  Hudson  E. 
Brown,  Thomas 
Bullard,  A. 
Butler,  Mann 
Butler,  Wallace  C. 
Chadwick,  Alfred 
Christy,  Wm.  T. 
Chouteau,  Chas.  P. 
Chouteau,  Pierre 
Clemens,  James 
Clemens,  James  B. 
Clemens,  Richard  G. 
Clemens,  Bryan  M. 
Clemens,  Catherine  J. 
Clemens,  Helen  I. 


Adams,  Robert 
Alexander,  Geo.  M. 
Alexander,  J.  H. 
Allen,  John  A. 
Allen,  N.  D. 
Ames,  Henry 
Anderson,  John  J. 
Angelrodt,  E.  C. 


LIFE    MEMBERS. 

Clemens,  Alice  B. 
Clemens,  Jeremiah  W. 
Clerc,  Francis  J. 
Collier,  George 
Crow,  Wayman 
Crow,  Jr.,  Wayman 
Crow,  Cornelia  L. 
Crow,  Emma  C. 
Crow,  Mary  I. 
Eliot,  Jr.,  Wm.  G. 
Elliott,  Jr.,  Jno. 
Furniss,  Wm. 
Homes,  Wm. 
Kayser,  Alex. 
Kennctt,  L.  M. 
Lackland,  Rufus  J. 
Loker,  George  H. 
Lucas,  James  H. 
Maffitt,  Wm. 

PROPRIETORS. 

Avery,  John  H. 
Bacon,  H.  D. 
Barksdale,  Wm.  H. 
Barlow,  Chas. 
Barnard,  C  1  tries 
Barnard,  W.  D.  W. 
Barnes,  Rob't  A. 
Barth,  Robert 


Mc Clung,  Calvin  M. 
Mitchell,  D.  D. 
Morrison,  Wm.  M. 
O'Fallon,  John 
O'Neil,  Jos. 
Page,  Daniel  D. 
Peterson,  Jr.,  Alexander 
Post,  T.  M. 
Renick,  R.  M. 
Robinson,  Geo.  R. 
Shaw,  Henry 
Switzer,  A.  G. 
Switzer,  Wm.  N. 
Tilden,  Jno. 
Vinton,  Alfred 
Ware,  Edward  Y. 
Wyman,  Edward 
Yeatman,  James  E. 


Beakey,  James 
Bennett,  Oliver 
Benoist,  S.  H. 
Benton,  Wm.  H. 
Berthold,  Amedee 
Berthoud,  Aug.  N. 
Birge,  Henry  W. 
Bishop,  David  H. 


26 


Blaine,  John  L. 
Blatchford,  E.  W. 
Block,  Emanuel 
Block,  Henry 
Block,  H.  V.  P. 
Blow,  Taylor 
Boswell,  Charles 
Breed,  H.  F. 
Brooks,  Edward 
Brown,  Thomas 
Brown,  Wm.  H. 
Brownlee,  David 
Brownlee,  John  A. 
Bryan,  James  A. 
Bullock,  S.  B. 
Bunding,  John 
Burd,  John  W. 
Bush,  Isidor 
Cabot,  Joseph  C. 
Camden,  Peter  G. 
Campbell,  Robert 
Carr,  Robert  E. 
CaiT,  Walter  C. 
Carson,  John  B. 
Carter,  John  F. 
Cavender,  John 
Cavender,  John  S. 
Chappell,  Wm.  H. 
Chappell,  John  T. 
Charless,  Joseph 
Chase,  Edward 
Cheever,  Joshua 
Child,  O.  W. 
Clark,  Henry  L. 
Clark,  James 
Clark,  Rollin 
Collins,  Morris 
Conzelman,  Geo. 
Cook,  Robert 
Copp,  Jr.,  Samuel 
Cranwill,  Samuel 
Cunningham,  H.  D. 
Cutter,  Amos 
Darrah,  H.  T. 
Day,  Thos.  D. 
Dickson,  Charles  K. 
Doan,  George  P. 


Doan,  J.  Parker 
Doan,  Wm.  A. 
Dodge,  W.  W. 
Douglass,  Henry 
Douglass,  John  T. 
Drake,  George  S. 
Durkee,  Dwight 
EdgeU,  S.  M. 
Edwards,  Ansel 
Edwards,  Wm. 
Eggers,  Edward 
Engler,  Samuel 
Fallon,  Wesley 
Ferguson,  D.  K. 
Filley,  E.  A. 
Filley,  Samuel  R. 
Flintham,  John 
Forbes,  Leonard 
Francis,  David 
Gale,  Daniel  B. 
Garnhart,  John  H. 
Gay,  Wm.  T. 
Gill,  Charles  J. 
Gill,  George  H. 
Gilman,  Wm.  H. 
Gilman,  W.  S. 
Gilpin,  Charles  L. 
Glasby,  A.  H. 
Glasgow,  E.  J. 
Goodin,  John 
Goodrich,  James  G. 
Gorin,  Gladdin 
Greeley,  C.  S. 
Green,  Chas.  W. 
Green,  G.  S. 
Halsall,  John 
Hammond,  John  R. 
Hancock,  D.  J. 
Hardy,  James  A. 
Hargadine,  Wm.  A. 
Harlow,  W.  M. 
Hartnett,  John 
Havens,  W.  H. 
Haywood,  C. 
Heermans,  P.  W. 
Helfenstein,  C.  G. 
Hill,  Geo.  F. 


Hood,  Abner 
How,  John 
Humphrey,  D.  F. 
Humphreys,  Geo.  D. 
Humphreys,  Solon 
Hyde,  Wm.  B. 
Jaccard,  Eugene 
Jameson,  J.  A. 
January,  D.  A. 
Johnston,  Jr.,  Samuel 
Keevil,  Wm.  H. 
Kellogg,  S.  N. 
Kennon,  F.  A. 
Kercheval,  R.  M.  V. 
King,  Charles  E. 
King,  Wyllys 
Kirkman,  Samuel 
Kraft,  Emile  F. 
Krug,  Andrew 
Larkin,  T.  H. 
Leach,  John 
Lee,  Alfred 
Lee,  A.  H. 
Leeds,  Ellis  N. 
Leitch,  Alex. 
Li  verm  ore,  E. 
Lockwood,  R.  J. 
Long,  E. 
Loring,  H.  I. 
Lowry,  Samuel  IT. 
Luke,  John  W. 
Lytle,  James  S. 
McAllister,  Roger  C. 
McClelland,  M.  V.  L. 
McCreery,  P.  R. 
McNeil,  John 
Mackenzie,  K. 
Manny,  E.  A. 
Martin,  Charles  G. 
Mason,  P.  H. 
Matlack,  Davi9 
Matthews,  Leonard 
Matthews,  Watson 
Mead,  Edward 
Meier,  Adolphus 
Menkens,  A.  H. 
Morisse,  J. 


27 


Mullen,  Thomas 
Myer,  I.  C. 
Newberry,  L. 
O'Flaherty,  Thos. 
Osborne,  J.  B. 
Owens,  Edward  A. 
Packard,  Oscar 
Partridge,  George 
Patrick,  Wm. 
Pegram,  George 
Perry,  R.  P. 
Pike,  Edward  C. 
Piitman,  Edward  F. 
Pittman,  George  T. 
Pittman,  Wm.  H. 
Piatt,  John  M. 
Pomeroy,  A.  D. 
Posey,  Theo.  R. 
Pottle,  M.  L. 
Pratt,  Elon  G. 
Purcell,  T.  F. 
Ranlett,  S.  A. 
Ray,  Fred. 
Reed,  Edward 
Rhodes.,  Chr. 
Rogers,  Charles 
Rogers,  Joseph  P. 
Runyan,  B.  M. 
Russell,  Samuel 
Rust,  John  C. 
Rutherfurd,  T.  S. 
Sanger,  L.  P. 


Adam,  James 
Adams,  John 
Albright,  Geo.  W. 
Alexander,  A.  J. 
Alexander,  F.  R. 
Allen,  L.  L.  L. 
Alvord,  J.  N. 
Alston,  A.  S. 
Alter,  James 
Alter,  W.  F. 
Anderson,  Alex.  G. 
Anderson,  Wm.  H. 
Andrews,  M.  F. 


Sarpy,  John  B. 
Scarritt,  Russell 
Scott,  Wm.  P. 
Scott,  Robert 
Sellew,  Ralph 
Senter,  Henry 
Shapleigh,  A.  F. 
Sherbourne,  H.  P. 
Shultz,  Amos  H. 
Shuter,  Benjamin  F. 
Sickles,  Jas.  B. 
Simon,  Henry  T. 
Simonds,  John 
Sire,  Joseph  A. 
Slevin,  Bernard 
Slevin,  P.  H. 
Smith,  Eustace  II. 
Smith,  James 
Smith,  Wm.  II. 
S'ansbury,  George  L. 
Stephenson,  F.  W. 
Sterling,  E.  J. 
Stettinius,  Joseph 
Stewart,  S.  C. 
Stinde,  C.  R. 
Stone,  R.  H. 
Swain,  Thos.  H. 
Swon,  John  C. 
Taussig,  Charles 
Taussig,  Chas.   (No.  2) 
Taussig,  Moritz 
Taylor,  John  B. 

CLERKS. 

Archer,  Charles  C. 
Arner,  John  R. 
Atherton,  Geo.  O. 
Avery,  Charles  H. 
Avery,  Stephen  M. 
Ayles,  Robert  P. 
Baker,  George  R. 
Bailey,  C.  C. 
Bartlett,  James  A. 
Barrett,  O.  W. 
Baskett,  Wm.  B. 
Bauer,  Michel 
Beardslee,  George  W. 


Taylor,  Thos.  M. 
Tennent,  Albert 
Terry,  L.  H. 
Tevis,  John  C. 
Tewes,  Wm.  C. 
Thayer,  D.  B. 
Tillman,  Charles 
Tower,  George  F. 
Trask,  George 
Tucker,  Chas.  L. 
Valle,  Felix 
Valle,  Jules 
Valle,  Neree 
Voigt,  Burchard 
Waddingham,  Jr.,  Wm. 
Wales,  O.-H. 
Walsh,  Edward 
Warne,  M.  W. 
Waterman,  A.  M. 
Watson,  James  S. 
Wendover,  J.  R. 
West,  George  W. 
Wetzell,  Z.  F. 
Whiting,  W.  A. 
Whittemore,  R.  B. 
Wighlman,  Wm. 
Wilson,  Wm.  Knox 
Wood,  Wm.  D. 
Woods,  Jr.,  Joseph 
Woodruff,  James  E. 
Woodward,  E.  K. 
Wright,  W.  S. 


Beardslee,  P. 
Beltzhoover,  S.  G. 
Bendpr,  George 
Bernoudy,  Alfred 
Berthoud,  Alex.  G. 
Best,  Thomas 
Bibbins,  T.  L. 
Biebinger,  F.  W. 
Bigelow,  A.  N.      , 
Bilbrough,  S.  E. 
Billon,  Louis  C. 
Bird,  John  C. 
Blackwood,  J;  H.  P. 


28 


Blake,  John  M. 
Blair,  Edward  A. 
Blineau,  J. 
Blood,  Chas.  S. 
Boggs,  Harry 
Bogy,  Ben.  I. 
Bolton,  Samuel  L. 
Booth,  John  N. 
Bor chert,  A.  H. 
Borngesser,  Theo. 
Bowen,  W.  S. 
Brawner,  C.  D. 
Brennan,  Chas.  H. 
Briggs,  Clinton 
Bright,  Wm. 
Brown,  John 
Bruin,  Alfred 
Buckley,  Thos. 
Budd,  Chas.  P. 
Burgess,  Alonzo 
Burnham,  C.  B. 
Burroughs,  Jas. 
Burtis,  Peter  T. 
Breysacher,  A.  L. 
Bryan,  J.  L.  G. 
Cabot,  Henry 
Cahill,  Wm.  F. 
Calhoun,  N.  G. 
Cannon,  John  £. 
Carey,  Isaac 
Carlisle,  S.  S. 
Carroll,  L. 
Cartledge,  James  J. 
Catlin,  Jas.  G. 
Cauet,  Chas.  L. 
Chadbourne,  G.  W. 
Chandler,  D.  D. 
Charlott,  C.  S. 
Child,  Albert  A. 
Child,  Frank     . 
Christopher,  John 
Clark,  John  W. 
Clark,!..  B. 
Clarke,  R.  Lee 
Clarke,  W.  W. 
Clarkson,  Gerardus 
Clawsoh,  A.  L. 


Clendenin,  Jas.  H. 
Clendenin,  W.  A. 
Clibborn,  R.  C. 
Coale,  Samuel  A. 
Cobb,  Jr.,  Oliver 
Coghlan,  Jas.  P. 
Coleman,  D.  C. 
Comstock,  Chas.  R. 
Conant,  Horace  A. 
Constable,  David 
Corbet,  E.  A. 
Corbitt,  Jas.  M. 
Corwine,  A.  H. 
Cowan,  James  E. 
Cowen,  Edgar  A. 
Cranwill,  Wm. 
Curtis,  Edward  P. 
Curtis,  Frank 
Curtis,  Z.  B. 
Dallam,  S.  F. 
Daly,  B.  T. 
Davis,  O.  D. 
Davis,  R.  H. 
Dean,  Thos.  A. 
Depew,  B. 
Digby,  Theo. 
Dodd,  S.  M. 
Donahue,  A.  C. 
Donaldson,  A.  R. 
Donnelly,  P.  H. 
Dorey,  Wm. 
Douglass,  J.  Monroe 
Douglass,  J.  Mont. 
Downing,  Wm. 
Duncan,  Jas.  R. 
Dunham,  Fred.  S. 
Dunn,  Alex. 
D  unn,  Richard 
Dunnica,  John  L. 
Dupuy,  A.  P. 
Durocher,  H.  B. 
Eaches,  Chas.  B. 
Eberts,  Chas.  H. 
Eby,  M.  M. 
Edgerton,  G.  W. 
Enness,  Chas. 
Ensslin,  Chas. 


Erskine,  Frank 
Erskine,  Geo. 
Erskine,  Greene 
Falls,  S.  D. 
Farrington,  Samuel 
Felt,  Norris  E. 
Fetter,  Wm.  J. 
Field,  Wm.  B. 
Field,  Isaac  N. 
Fife,  M.  S. 
Finch,  A.  D. 
Finkelnburg,  R.  Wm. 
Finley,  Wm.  L. 
Fitch,  Rufus  E. 
Ford,  Oliver 
Fox,  E.  W. 
Fracker,  C.  W. 
Franks,  E.  G. 
Freeman,  Sylvester 
French,  N.  G. 
Garesche,  Ferd. 
Games,  Jas.  H. 
Garnett,  John 
Garrison,  Wm.  R. 
Gazzam,  James  B. 
Gessler,  Emile 
Gibson,  Wm. 
Gilmore,  Andrew 
Gleim,  J.  H. 
Goodfellow,  Wm.  H. 
Grainger,  Wm. 
Greely,  J.  M. 
Green,  Cyrus  S. 
Green,  Jonas  U. 
Gregory,  O.  B. 
Grindon,  A.  S. 
Groshong,  Wm. 
Gruenhagen,  A. 
Gunn,  L.  M. 
Hahn,  Ferd. 
Hale,  Titus 
Hall,  James  A. 
Hall,  Leon.  A. 
Hall,  P.  Lee 
Hall,  S.  K. 
Ham,  A.  J. 
Ham,  P.  N. 
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Hammond,  H.  R. 
Hamilton,  Andrew 
Hanson,  Joe  M. 
Hargrave,  Henry 
Harris,  Charles  C. 
Harrison,  S.  A. 
Hastings,  E.  L. 
Hawes,  Fred. 
Hawley,  B.  R. 
Heiskell,  John  W. 
Helfenstein,  C.  J. 
Henry,  Wm.  B. 
Hequembourg,  Wm.  A. 
Hildenbrandt,  Theo. 
Hitchcock,  Chas.  H. 
Holland,  H.  B. 
Holland,  L.  B. 
Holm,  Louis 
Holme,  Richard 
Holmes,  C.  F. 
Holmes,  H.  G. 
Hood,  Chas.  R. 
Hopkins,  Geo.  K. 
Howes,  Samuel  E. 
Hubbard,  R.  M. 
Huiskamp,  Henry 
Huiskamp,  John  M. 
Hume,  Geo.  H. 
Jackson,  Geo.  L. 
Jennings,  John  R. 
Johnson,  Chas.  L. 
Johnston,  Edwd.  F. 
Johnston,  James 
Kalb,  Theo. 
Karst,  Gerard 
Kay,  Wm.  V. 
Kehrman,  S. 
Kelly,  Albert 
Kelly,  James  B. 
Kempland,  A. 
Kidd,  Wm.  L. 
Kilbride,  M.  A. 
Kingsland,  Lawrence 
Kitzinger,  Henry 
Klages,  G.  C.  W. 
Klute,  Rudolph 
Knight,  Aug. 


Koenig,  Wm. 
Koniuszewski,  L. 
Krauss,  Adolphe 
Kribben.  Joseph 
Lalonde,  J.  D. 
Lapsley,  John  D. 
Larkin,  James  R. 
Law,  Wm.  H. 
Lay  ton,  Jos.  D. 
Leach,  Richard 
Lechner,  John  A. 
Lee,  Jr.,  John 
Levin,  John 
Levin,  Wm. 
Lightner,  Isaac 
Lindell,  H.  M. 
Lipman,  M.  J. 
Little,  Jesse  D. 
Lodenkamper,  John 
Longuemare,  £. 
Loring,  C.  F. 
Lyman,  Chas.  P. 
Lyman,  C.  Y. 
McClung,  R.  M. 
McCulloch,  Jas.  H. 
McEnnis,  Michael 
McGaragan,  F.  A. 
Mclntyre,  Daniel 
McKittrick,  Hugh 
McLaughlin,  Michael 
McNeilly,  Robert     • 
McPherson,  E.  B. 
Mackay,  John  B. 
Madeley,  Jr.,  Richard 
Mansur,  S.  C. 
Marston,  Jr.,  Thos. 
Mathey,  F. 
Maurice,  Jos.  F. 
Mayo,  Henry  W. 
Meyer,  Wm. 
Middleton,  J.  J. 
Miller,  Charles 
Miller,  Gustave 
Miller,  John  S.  J. 
Mills,  W.  D. 
Miltenberger,  Chas. 
Mitchell,  F.  A.  H. 


Molsen,  Julius 
Montgomery,  J.  J. 
Moore,  Wm. 
Morris,  Robert  F. 
Morris,  Samuel  T. 
Moss,  John 
Muller,  H.  A. 
Murphy,  John  H. 
Newberry,  Edwin  O. 
Nisbet,  Henry  A, 
Nisbet,  R.  N. 
Nivin,  W.  S. 
Nohl,  Adolphe 
Norris,  Jas.  N. 
Norris,  John  W. 
Ogden,  Hammond 
Olcott,  Chas.  H. 
Orr,  Wm.  C. 
Owen,  Bolivar 
Packard,  Geo.  S. 
Pagaud,  John 
Parham,  Jr.,  Robert 
Parker,  Geo.  W. 
Patterson,  R.  D. 
Pearce,  Albert 
Perpignan,  W. 
Peterson,  AJf. 
Pomeroy,  Chas.  W, 
Pomeroy,  H.  M. 
Pomeroy,  Wm.  H. 
Porter,  John  C. 
Powell,  John  C. 
Prescott,  D.  B. 
Pritchartt,  W.  H. 
Pugsley,  James 
Pullen,  Wm. 
Raftery,  Thomas  J. 
Randolph,  John  A. 
Randolph,  Peyton 
Read,  Isaac 
Reed,  Henry  S. 
Reinheimer,  E.  A. 
Renshaw,  Jr.,  Wm. 
Reuss,  Fred.  A. 
Rice,  J.  K.  B. 
Rice,  Wm.  H. 
Richards,  John  R. 
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Ridgeley,  Duvall 
Riordan,  James 
Ritterskamp,  Louis 
Roberts,  Jas.  W. 
Roe,  John  M. 
Roever,  Fred. 
Roever,  F.  Wm. 
Rogers,  Chas.  L. 
Rogers,  Wm.  H. 
Russell,  T.  G. 
Ruth,  Dudley  L. 
Ryland,  Stanley 
Saunders,  Thos.  P. 
Savage,  N.  W. 
Sawyer,  A.  A.  K. 
Schnerr,  C. 
Scott,  John  R. 
Scott,  Jr.,  Sol. 
Selenca,  Wm. 
Sell,  Walter  E. 
Sewall,  Wm.  B. 
Sharp,  John 
Shaw,  Chas.  H. 
Shields,  John 
Siegrist,  John  H. 
Simmons,  John  H. 
Simpson,  John  H. 
Simpson,  Wm.  M. 
Simpson,  S.  P. 
Sluter,  Geo. 
Smead,  C.  H. 
Smith,  Alex.  H. 
Smith.  Green  B. 
Smith,  Jr.,  James 
Smith,  Johnson  J. 
Spencer,  Sherman 


Ames,  Edgar 
Appleton,  E.  D. 
Bacon,  James  H. 
Bakewell,  R.  A. 
Barnes,  A.  F. 
Barnes,  John 
Barnelt,  Geo.  I. 
Barrett,  J.  R. 


Stillinger,  D.  S. 
Stith,  Griffin 
Stith,  James  W. 
Stribbling,  S.  T. 
Strode,  Thos.  V. 
Taussig,  Joseph 
Taylor,  John  D. 
Terry,  George 
Thomas,  D.  H. 
Thombrugh,  Henry      " 
Thompson,  Jas.  G. 
Thompson,  Jos.  B. 
Thompson,  Macklot 
Thornton,  J.  W. 
Tilden,  J.  B. 
Tilford,  Wm.  H. 
Tillay,  F.  W. 
Tirrill,  Henry 
Tobias.  E.  H. 
Todd,  Wash. 
Tomlinson,  H.  T. 
Tompkins,  Jr.,  Wm.  M. 
Tracy,  Geo.  W. 
Tracy,  John  T. 
Traynor,  John  L. 
Tucker,  F.  H. 
Turner,  C.  D. 
Utterbeck,  J.  T. 
Vail,  Edward 
Van  Norstrand,  J. 
Van  frostrand,  R.  D. 
Vinton,  Edwin 
Vogel,  Henry 
Voorhis,  C.  J. 
Wade,  Geo.  W. 
Wade,  Henry  G. 
Wagner,  H.  C. 

BENEFICIARIES. 

Baumgarten,  F.  E. 
Beer,  H.  J. 
Bell,  Henry  C. 
Bennett,  S.  A. 
Berts,  Wm.  B. 
Biddlecome,  Wm.  R. 
Bohling,  John 
Bostick,  Joseph 


Walker,  Ralph 
Walter,  Chas.  W. 
Ward,  J.  R. 
Ware,  Jr.,  Addison 
Ware,  Henry  E. 
Waters,  L.  K. 
Waters,  Wm.  H. 
Watt,  Rob't  A. 
Way,  J.  C. 
Webb,  Frederick 
Webster,  Thos. 
Wedd,  Chas.  W. 
Weed,  Hampton 
Weidle,  A.  T. 
Wells,  Saml.  H. 
Wetherell,  S.  J. 
Wheatley,  W.  T. 
White,  Wm.  H. 
Whiting,  Benj.  R.  F. 
Whyers,  E.  G. 
Widen,  W.  S. 
Wiley,  B.  F. 
Wilke,  Aug. 
Williamson,  A.  L. 
Wilmot,  E. 
Wilson,  Geo.  R. 
Wilson,  Rob't  M. 
Wood,  Chas.  H. 
Woolfolk,  V.  A. 
Wykeham,  James 
Wyman,  Isaac 
Yates,  Theodore 
Yeats,  John  W. 
Young,  Alexander 
Young,  D.  C. 
Ziock,  William 


Brey,  E. 
Brooks,  S.  R. 
Brown,  J.  Givin 
Byrne,  Edward 
Carl  in,  Sylvin 
Carr,  Lucien 
Chew,  J.  S. 
Chouteau,  E.  A- 
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Clark,  Wm.  A. 
Clay,  Henry  L. 
Clough,  Jesse  R. 
Clover,  Henry  A. 
Cobb,  Henry 
Comstock,  T.  G. 
Cook,  Mrs.  Wm. 
Cooke,  Lyttleton 
Cooper,  Geo.  B. 
Courtenay,  T.  E. 
Crane,  Clark  S. 
Custer,  I.  D. 
Davis,  Wester  R. 
Dayton,  B.  B. 
Dean,  Wm. 
Decker,  Ernest  W. 
De  Franca,  M.  J. 
Dick,  Frank  A. 
Dijiond,  Mrs.  A. 
Dimond,  David 
Dimond,  I. 
Donovan,  D.  H. 
Douglass,  Edward  S. 
Douglass,  George 
Doyle,  Thomas 
Draper,  H.  M. 
DuBreuil,  E.  A. 
Dupuy,  J.  J. 
Eaton,  N.  J. 
Eby,  Cyrus 
Elliot,  R.  S. 
Ellis,  Edwin 
Engleman,  Geo. 
Field,  George 
Field,  Geo.  B. 
Field,  R.  M. 
Finkelnburg,  Gns. 
Filley,  Henry  W. 
Finney;  Jos.  T. 
Ford,  James  K. 
Gardiner,  A.  M. 
Gardiner,  S.  H. 
Gill,  John  J. 
Gilman,  B.  I. 
Golding,  W.  S. 
Goodman,  John 
Goodson,  Jno.  E 


Glanville,  W.  S. 
Glasgow,  Jr.,  Wm. 
G rammer,  Cbr. 
Gray,  M.  L. 
Grossheider,  Wm.  F. 

_  • 

Gubbins,  James 
Hale,  Jr.,  E. 
Haight,  Samuel 
Hamilton,  Alexander 
Harding,  Jr.,  Chester 
Hart,  George 
Haslett,  Wm. 
Haywood,  Thos. 
Haywood,  Wm. 
Hebert,  Jules  J. 
Henning,  R.  M. 
Henry,  James 
Hill,  Britton  A. 
Hill,  Timothy 
Hitchcock,  Mrs.  Anne 
Hitchcock,  Henry 
Hodgman,  S.  A. 
Holmes,  A.  L. 
Holmes,  Nathaniel 
Holmes,  S.  A. 
Hornsby,  N.  L. 
Hough,  Heber  A. 
Hough,  Wm.  M. 
Houghan,  Thos. 
Jackson,  Thos. 
Jenkins,  A.  G. 
Jennings,  R.  M. 
Johnson,  J.  B. 
Jones,  C.  J. 
Keim,  Isaac  H. 
Kennett,  Wm.  C. 
Kerr,  Miss  E.  S. 
King,  John 
Kingsland,  Geo. 
Kingsley,  W.  R. 
Knapp,  Jr.,  Gilbert 
Knott,  Z.  T. 
Krum,  Jno.  M. 
Ladue,  Peter  A. 
Laws,  S.  S. 
Lemoine,  E.  S. 
Levering,  S. 


Liggett,  John  E. 
Linton,  M.  L. 
Litton,  Abram 
Logan,  Wm.  C. 
McClellan,  J.  G. 
McKee,  Wm.  S. 
McManus,  Wm. 
McPherson,  Wm.  M. 
Macartney,  John 
Magehan,  Jos.  M. 
Manny,  J.  D. 
Marlow,  Chas.     ' 
Martin,  Jos.  H. 
Mitchell,  R.  S. 
Minor,  Francis 
Moreland,  Alex. 
Morris,  W.  W. 
Morrison,  D.  S. 
Nalley,  Wm.  L. 
Newman,  Dr.  T.  W. 
Nourse,  Samuel 
Olshausen,  Theo. 
O'Regan,  Michael 
O'Reilly,  Thos. 
Osborne,  John  D. 
O'Sullivan,  T.  S. 
Page,  John  Y. 
Papin,  Pierre  M. 
Pearce,  D. 
Plant,  Geo.  P. 
Pollak,  S. 
Pride,  Geo.  G. 
Prout,  H.  A. 
Purdy,  James  S. 
Ranken,  D. 
Reber,  Samuel 
Rees,  Judson 
Renard,  Adolphe 
Renfrew,  John 
Rogers,  Wesley 
Rosenfeldt,  Jr.,  I. 
Ross,  Jona.  A. 
Rumbold,  Wm. 
Ryland,  Kirtley 
Salisbury,  T.  L. 
Sanborne,  Stephen 
Schneider.  Eugene 
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Scott,  John  F. 
Shaffner,  George 
Shands,  £.  W. 
Shaw,  John 
Shelton,  Chas.  O. 
Shepley,  John  R. 
Skinner,  J.  W. 
Smith,  Wm. 
Snead,  Thos.  L. 
Spalding,  Mrs.  Agnes  P. 
Spolding,  E.  H. 
Stagg,  Henry 
Sterling,  A.  N. 


S.  J.  P.  Anderson 
Edward  D.  Baker 
Thomas  H.  Benton 
Josiah  Dent 
John  A.  Dougherty 
S.  G.  Gassaway 


Stille,  George 
Strong,  Newton  D. 
Sullivan,  Jere.  T. 
Swearingen,  J.  T. 
Swymmer,  Wm.  S. 
Taussig,  James 
Thomas,  Benj.  F. 
Thorne,  W.  E. 
Todd,  Albert 
Todd,  George 
Van  Deventer,  P.  L. 
Waggaman,  Geo.  G. 
Whitaker,  James 

HONORARY    MEMBERS. 

Pierce  C.  Grace 
R.  S.  Holmes 
John  A.  Easson 
John  H.  Lathrop 
Abbott  Lawrence 
O.  M.  Mitchell 


Wilcox,  J.  B. 
Wilgus,  Asa 
Wilkins,  Jas.  F. 
Williams,  H.  W. 
Wilson,  Eliza  J. 
Wise,  Isaac  T. 
Wislizenus,  A. 
Witter,  Conrad 
Wonderly,  Jacob 
Wood,  John  G. 
Wright,  D.  T. 
Xaupi,  E.  J. 
Yeatman,  Thos. 


Charles  A.  Pope 
John  C.  Richardson 
James  Shannon 
C.  F.  Smarius 
Samuel  Treat 
Erastus  Wentworth 


HONORARY    MEMBERS    EX  OFFICIO. 

Senators  from  Missouri  in  United  States  Congress. 
Representatives    a  "  "  " 

Senators  from  St  Louis  County  in  Missouri  Legislature. 
Representatives    "  "         "        "  u 

President  of  the  Boston  Mercantile  Library  Association. 


THIRD    ANNUAL    REPORT 

OF      THE 

BOARD    OF    DIRECTORS 

OF      THE 

Bkmratile  ICitanj  Ball  Cnmjnratj. 


♦•• 


JANUARY    16,    1854. 


BOARD    OF    DIRECTION,    1851-1854. 


For  1851. 

Alfred  Vinton,  President. 
James  E.  Yeatman,  Vice  President. 
Robert  M.  Renick,  Treasurer. 
Conrad  R.  Stinde,  Secretary. 

Directors. 

Hudson  E.  Bridge, 
George  Collier, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison, 
John  A.  Allen, 
Oliver  D.  Filley. 


For  1852. 

Alfred  Vinton,  President. 

H.  D.  Bacon,  V.  P.  and  Treasurer. 

John  A.  Allen,  Secretary. 

Directors. 

•George  Collier, 
Conrad  R.  Stinde, 
James  E.  Yeatman, 
Hudson  E.  Bridge, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison, 
Wayman  Crow. 


For  1853. 

Alfred  Vinton,  President. 
James  E.  Yeatman,  Vice  President. 
Henry  D.  Bacon,  Treasurer. 
John  A.  Allen,  Secretary. 

Directors. 

Hudson  E.  Bridge, 
Wayman  Crow, 
Conrad  R.  Stinde, 
Solon  Humphreys, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison. 


For  1854. 
Alfred  VInton,  President. 
James  E.  Yeatman,  Vice  President. 
Henry  D.  Bacon,  Treasurer. 
John  A.  Allen,  Secretary. 

Directors. 

Hudson  E.  Bridge, 
Wayman  Crow, 
Conrad  R.  Stinde, 
Solon  Humphreys, 
Wm.  M.  Morrison. 


*  George  Collier,  deceased  July  16,  1852,  and  James  H.  Lucas  elected  to  fill  the 
vacancy  Oct.  18,  1853. 


ANNUAL    MEETING. 


^^H^^^Umi^ 


At  the  Third  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Stockholders  of  the 
Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company,  held  at  the  new  Library 
Room  of  the  St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Association,  on  Mon- 
day evening,  January  16th,  1854 : 

On  motion  of  Alfred  Vinton,  Esq.,  Col.  A.  B.  Chambers 
was  called  to  the  Chair. 

On  motion  of  Wm.  M.  Morrison,  Esq.,  J.  B.  S.  Lemoete 
was  appointed  Secretary. 

The  minutes' of  the  last  annual  meeting  were  then  read  and 
approved. 

The  report  of  H.  D.  Bacon,  Treasurer,  was  read  by  Wm.  M. 
Morrison,  Esq.,  and,  on  motion,  accepted. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  through  their  Chairman, 
Wayman  Crow,  Esq.,  submitted  their  report,  which,  on  motion, 
was  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  of  their  transactions  for 
the  past  year,  was  next  read  by  Alfred  Vinton,  Esq.,  Presi- 
dent, which,  on  motion,  was  approved  and  accepted. 

On  motion  of  C.  S.  Greeley,  Esq.,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  are  hereby  authorized  and  instructed 
to  obtain,  in  such  manner  as  to  them  may  seem  best,  the  funds  necessary  to 
complete  the  building,  and  to  furnish  it  with  chandeliers  and  other  gas  fix- 
tures ;  to  provide  the  necessary  seats  for  both  halls,  the  book-cases,  tables  and 
other  fixtures  for  the  Library  room  \  to  pay  any  debts  now  due  by  this  Com- 
pany, or  which  hereafter  may  be  contracted  by  the  Board  of  Directors  for  the 
use  of  this  Company ;  and  that  the  Board  of  Directors  are  hereby  fully  em- 
powered to  secure  money  borrowed  under  this  resolution  by  the  obligations  of 
this  Company,  and  under  its  seal  and  by  deeds  of  trust  upon  its  real  estate. 

On  motion  of  J.  H.  Alexander,  Esq.,  it  was 


Resolved,  That  the  stockholders  of  this  Company  approve  the  course  of  the 
Directors  in  borrowing  $12,091.10  from  Messrs.  Bridge,  Morrison,  Bacon,  and 
others ;  that  the  same  is  the  debt  of  this  Company,  and  shall  be  a  lien  upon  its 
property;  that  the  President  and  Secretary  shall  issue  the  obligations  of  the 
Company  therefor,  and  the  Board  of  Directors  are  hereby  authorized  and  in- 
structed to  make  the  best  practicable  arrangement  with  Ihe  gentlemen  who 
have  made  this  loan  to  the  Company. 

On  motion  of  Calvin  McClung,  Esq.,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  are  hereby  instructed  to  lease  the 
Mercantile  Library  Hall  to  the  Mercantile  Library  Association,  upon  such 
terms,  not  inconsistent  with  the  charter  of  this  Company,  as  may  seem  expe- 
dient to  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company. 

On  motion  of  Wayman  Crow,  Esq.,  it  was  unanimously 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Company  are  eminently  due,  and  are  here- 
by tendered  to  the  Building  Committee,  Messrs.  Vinton,  Bridge,  and  Yeatman, 
for  their  prompt,  assiduous  and  untiring  attention  to  the  erection  and  comple- 
tion of  the  Library  Hall. 

The  stockholders  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  nine  Di- 
rectors to  manage  the  affairs  of  the  Corporation  for  the  ensuing 
year,  which  resulted  in  the  election  of  the  following  gentlemen, 
to-wit : 

Alfred  Vinton,  James  E.  Yeatman,  Hudson  E.  Bridge,  Way- 
man  Crow,  H.  D.  Bacon,  C.  R.  Stinde,  John  A.  Allen,  Solon 
Humphreys,  and  \Ym.  M.  Morrison. 

On  motion  of  C.  S.  Greeley,  the  proceedings  of  this  meet- 
ing, together  with  the  reports  presented  by  the  committees,  were 
ordered  to  be  furnished  the  daily  papers  of  the  city  for  publi- 
cation. 

St.  Louis,  January  16, 1854. 

A.  B.  CHAMBERS,  Tresident, 

J.  B.  S.  Lemoine,  Secretary. 


-»-•••••►«- 


TREASURER'S    REPORT. 


HENRY  D.  BACON,  TREASURER,  IN  ACCOUNT   WITH  THE  MERCANTILE  LIBRA- 
RY HALL  COMPANY. 


Dr. 

1853. 
January  12.— To  balance..  $11,300  65 

1854. 
January  7. — To  stock  col- 
lections to  date-- 49/725  00 


$61,025  65 


Cr. 

BY   EXPENSE   ACCOUNT. 

Clerk  hire $202  78 

Plan3  and  Printing 103  00 

Real  Estate  Warrant,  '49.... 7,000  00 

Building  Committee 53,294  79 

Interest  account 425  08 


$61,025  65 


St.  Lor  is,  January  7,  1854. 


H.  D.  BACON,  Treasurer. 


BALANCE    SHEET, 


MERCANTILE    LIBRARY    HALL    COMPANY. 


Dr.  f 

Real  Estate $20,730  91  j  Stock  Account 

Building  Account 300  00  j 

Building  Committee 72,659  97  j 

Interest  Account 1,179  79  j 

Expense  Account 910  33 

$95,781  00 


Cr. 
$95,781  00 


$95,781  00 


REPORT  OP  COMMITTEE  OP  WAYS  AND  MEANS. 


The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  the  Mercantile  Libra- 
ry Hall  Company  respectfully  report : 

That  they  have  examined  the  account  of  Henry  D.  Bacon, 
Esq.,  Treasurer,  and,  comparing  it  with  the  vouchers,  have 
found  it  correct.  They  find  that  including  the  balance  in  his 
hands  on  the  10th  January,  1853,  the  Treasurer  has  received 
the  sum  of  sixty- one  thousand  and  twenty-five  dollars  $Q ,  all 
of  which  he  has  disbursed  and  produced  vouchers  for,  leaving 
no  funds  in  his  hands  belonging  to  this  Company. 

The  Committee  have  also  examined  the  account  rendered  by 
the  Building  Committee,  and  compared  it  with  the  vouchers  ex- 
hibited, from  which  it  appears  that  since  their  last  report  the 
Building  Committee  have  expended  the  sum  of  $65,385.89,  of 
which  sum  they  drew  from  the  Treasurer  the  amount  of 
$53,294.79,  leaving  the  sum  of  $12,091.10,  advanced  by  in- 
dividuals, viz : 

Advanced  by  and  due  to  Alfred  Vinton  •  •  ♦ •  •  •  •  •  •  $  5,745  44 

Advanced  by  and  due  to  Hudson  E.  Bridge*  •  •* 3,655  46 

Advanced  by  and  due  to  Wm.  M.  Morrison 2,000  00 

Advanced  by  and  due  to  Henry  D.  Bacon 690  20 

$12,091  10 

The  Committee  beg  leave  further  to  report,  that  the  number 
of  shares  subscribed  to  the  capital  stock  are  10,192,  which,  at 
$10  pe*  share,  amount  to  $101,920 :  of  which  there  are  9,318 
shares  which  have  been  paid  in  full,  $93,180 ;  190  shares  on 
which  75  per  cent,  has  been  paid,  $1,425 ;  160  shares  on  which 
50  per  cent,  has  been  paid,  $800  ;  106  shares  on  which  25  per 
cent,  has  been  paid,  $265  ;  111  shares  on  which  10  per  cent. 


has  been  paid,  $111.     Amount  received  $95,781  — 307  shares 
on  which  nothing  has  been  paid — 10,192  shares. 

They  believe  that  by  close  collection  the  sum  of  about  one 
thousand  dollars  additional  may  be  collected  from  shares  par- 
tially paid. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WAYMAN  CROW, 
WM.  M.  MORRISON. 
St\  Louis,  January  9,  1854. 


-"  -  -i 


ANNUAL    REPORT 


OF      THE 


MERCANTILE    LIBRARY    HALL    COMPANY. 


The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Com- 
pany beg  leave  to  report  their  proceedings,  during  the  past  year, 
to  the  stockholders. 

A  year  since,  your  building  had  been  carried  to  the  height  of 
a  story  and  a  half.  Since  then,  the  work  upon  it  has  been 
pushed  with  energy  and  success,  and  its  completion  may  be  ex- 
pected within  the  next  two  months.  The  Grand  Hall,  in  the 
third  story,  was  so  far  finished  on  the  2d  November  last,  that 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Dewey  then  commenced  in  it  a  course  of  twelve 
lectures,  which  he  delivered  under  the  auspices  of  the  Mercan- 
tile Library  Association.  This  apartment  is  now  finished,  with 
the  exception  of  the  chandeliers  and  the  decorative  painting. 
The  chandeliers  have  been  ordered,,  and  will  be  introduced  with- 
out unnecessary  delay.  The  painting  will  not  be  attempted  until 
next  summer ;  as,  if  sooner  executed,  the  colors  would  be  injured 
by  the  lime  in  the  plastering.  The  Library,  in  the  second  sto- 
ry, though  incomplete,  was  used  for  the  first  time  by  the  Mer- 
cantile Library  Association,  for  its  annual  meeting,  on  the  10th 
instant.  It  is  intended  to  remove  the  books  of  the  Association 
into  it,  and  commence  its  permanent  occupation,  before  the  end 
of  this  month. 

The  cash  receipts  from  stock  subscriptions,  for  the  last  year, 
have  been  ($49,725)  forty-nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
twenty-five  dollars,  which  sum,  added  to  those  previously  re- 
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ported,  makes  an  aggregate  of  ($95,781)  ninety-five  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-one  dollars.     Of  this  total, 

9318  shares  of  stock  paid  100  per  cent. $93,180 

190      "  "  "      75        "  1,425 

160      "  "  "      50        <*  800 

106      "  "  «      23        "  265 

111      "  "  "       10        "  Ill 

307      "  "  "    nothing • 

$  95,781 
If  we  add  to  this  $85,  received  from  sale  of  old  lumber 85 

$  95,866 
We  find  the  total  receipts  of  this  Company,  from  its  own  resources, 

to  have  been  $95,866,  and  adding  the  amount  borrowed 12.091  10 

Total $107,957  10 

We  find  the  total  receipts  from  all  sources,  from  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Company  up  to  this  time,  to  have  been  ($107,957.10) 
one  hundred  and  seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty- seven 
dollars  and  ten  cents. 

We  will  now  show  how  this  money  has  been  expended. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  paid  as  follows : 

To  Zephaniah  T.  Knott  for  lumber,  carpenters'  work,  hardware, 

labor,  &c.  •• $20,630  16 

To  Wm.  Mc Manns  &  Co.  for  brick  and  brick  work 11,400  00 

To  Hughes  &  Knipper  for  cut-stone  work 8,400  00 

To  Mc  Murray  &  Pawly  for  iron  work,  including  vault  for  Sub- 
Treasury  3,950  00 

To  Smith  Sc  Evil  for  plastering 3,150  CO 

To  copper  and  transportation  of  same 2,129  36 

To  Hart  &  Harvey  for  copper  work  • 1,075  00 

To  J.  T.  Dowdall  &  Co.  for  cast  iron  work 2,007  38 

To  Nicholas  Whyte  for  slating 1,761  96 

To  W.  M.  Harlow  &  Co.  for  seats  in  large  Hall 3,303  00 

To  John  Shaw  for  rubble  masonry 321  44 

To  John  W.  Burd  for  tin  and  copper  work  and  plumbing 1,000  00 

To  Goodin  &  Tooker  for  gas  fixtures 1,025  00 

To  John  Slaney  for  excavation  and  clearing  away  rubbish,  &c.  •  336  28 

To  Lynch,  McFadden  &  Co.  for  masonry  for  Sub-Treasury  vault  120  61 

To  Edward  Hughes  for  stone  curbing 185  50 

To  Bacon,  Hyde  &  Co.  for  glass 352  46 

To  B.  Barth  for  carving 250  00 

To  James  Graham  for  cast  iron  pipe 95  50 

Robert  S.  Mitchell,  architect,  for  superintendence 1,300  00 

To  sundries 259  50 

Total  for  building  and  fixtures $63,553  55 
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BroU  forward,    $63,553  55 

Paid  Col.  J.  B.  Brant  for  ground $8,000  00 

"    same  for  interest  on  do. 445  00 

"    Discount  on  currency 40  08 

iS    Insurance 472  34 

"    Clerk  hire,  plans,  and  incidentals 605  78 

9,563  20 

Total  expenditures  from  January  10, 1853,  to  January  7,  1854,  $73,116  75 

Seventy-three  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixteen  dol- 
lars and  seventy-five  cents. 

I£  we  add  the  disbursements  prior  to  January  10,  '53, 

which  is  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report,  say         34,840  35 

$107,957  10 

we  have  a  grand  total  of  one  hundred  and  seven  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  fifty-seven  dollars  and  ten  cents,  expended  for 
ground,  building,  and  fixtures,  up  to  this  date. 

All  the  materials  furnished  for,  and  all  the  work  done  on  the 
building,  have  been  paid  for  in  full,  excepting  only  the  per 
centage  upon  unfinished  contracts,  retained  by  agreement  to  in- 
sure their  completion. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  your  Architect,  estimates  that  there  now 

remains  unpaid  on  this  account,  about $5,000  00 

And  for  materials  yet  to  be  furnished,  and  work  yet 

to  be  done,  about 7,000  oo 

$  12,000  oo 

Originally  this  Company  did  not  contemplate  more  than  the 
purchase  of  ground,  and  the  erection  of  a  building.  It  was  then 
supposed  that  the  Mercantile  Library  Association  would  provide 
chandeliers,  seats  for  both  halls,  and  book-cases,  tables,  &c, 
for  the  Library  Room.  The  estimates  of  cost  heretofore  sub- 
mitted to  you  included  nothing  for  these  purposes.  Last  au- 
tumn your  Board  had  conferences  witlf  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  Mercantile  Library  Association,  which  resulted  in  an 
agreement  to  appoint  a  committee  of  four  from  each  Board, 
under  whose  advice  and  direction,  the  chandeliers,  seats,  and  fit- 
tings for  the  Library,  should  be  provided  by  the  Building  Com- 
mittee of  this  Company,  leaving  the  mode  of  defraying  the  cost 
for  future  consideration. 


13 

Your  Building  Committee  contracted  with  Messrs.  Goodin  & 
Tooker  for  chandeliers,  pendants,  brackets,  and  other  gas  fix- 
tures, upon  terms  which  are  believed  to  be  very  favorable  to 
this  Company.     The  estimated  cost  is  $5,000. 

The  book-cases,  tables,  and  other  Library  fixtures,  are  nearly 
ready.  They  have  been  constructed  by  Mr.  Z.  T.  Knott,  and 
will  cost  about  $5,000. 

For  the  seats  of  both  halls,  a  contract  was  made  with  Messrs. 
W.  M.  Harlow  &  Co.  Those  for  the  large  hall  have  been  de- 
livered at  a  cost  of  $3,303,  which  was  advanced  by  Hudson  E.' 
Bridge,  Esq.,  one  of  your  Board,  and  a  member  of  the  Building 
Committee. 

The  seats  for  the  small  hall  are  contracted  for,  to  be  ready 
by  the  first  of  March  next,  and  are  to  cost  about  $1,825 — 
amounting  in  all,  to,  say  $15,128. 

All  the  money  yet  expended  on  these  additions  to  the  original 
estimates  of  cost,  has  been  advanced  by  Messrs.  Bridge,  Morri- 
son, Bacon,  and  others,  of  your  Board.  Their  whole  advance 
is  ($12,091.10)  twelve  thousand  and  ninety- one  dollars  and 
ten  cents,  which  we  recommend  be  adopted  by  you.  as  the  debt 
of  the  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company  ;  and  that  you,  by  re- 
solution, declare  that  the  Company  shall  be  bound  for  the  repay- 
ment of  the  same,  and  that  you  authorize  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors now  to  be  elected,  to  arrange  for  the  same,  upon  the  best 
practicable  terms,  issuing  the  obligations  of  the  Company,  sign- 
ed by  the  President  and  Secretary,  therefor,  and  also  for  any 
further  sums  which  it  may  be  necessary  to  borrow.  The  gen- 
tlemen advancing  the  above  named  sum  of  $12,091.10  have 
made  no  stipulation  as  to  the  terms  of  their  loan,  either  as  re- 
spects time,  interest,  or  security. 

We  have  found  the  estimates  of  Mr.  Mitchell*  your  Architect, 
entirely  reliable.  All  the  contracts  made  in  1852  were  within 
his  figures.  Those  made  in  1853  have  cost  largely  in  excess  of 
his  estimates,  owing  to  the  great  advance  in  the  prices  of  lum- 
ber, labor,  iron,  and  copper,  since  his  estimates  were  made.  This 
excess,  and  the  cost  of  work  not  originally  contemplated,  can 
not  fall  much  short  of $12,000  oo 


14 

Bro't  forward,    $12,000  00 

Add  interest 3,936  31 

"   expenses 2,246  03 

Chandeliers,  seats  and  fixtures  for  Library 15,000  00 

$33,182  34 

This  aggregate  is  just  about  the  amount  which  your  building 
and  ground  will  cost  more  than  the  estimates. 

For  your  information,  we  introduce  the  following  statement 
of  actual  and  anticipated  expenditures.    There  has  been  paid 

For  ground $  21,071  59 

<•  Building 79,531  22 

"  Interest 1,720  41 

"  Insurance,  clerk  hire,  stationery  and  incidentals 2,246  03 

"  Seats  for  Large  Hall 3,387  85 

Actual  outlay $  107,957  10 

ESTIMATES. 

For  amount  due  on  contracts \  ..  $ 5,000  00 

"  Work  and  materials  yet  to  be  furnished 7,000  00 

«  Seats  for  Small  Hall 1,825  00 

"  Chandeliers  and  other  gas  fixtures 5,000  00 

"  Four  notes  due  to  Col.  Brant  for  ground,  of  $1,000  each,  at  two, 

three,  four  and  five  years,  from  February  13, 1852 4;000  00 

<c  Interest  on  these  notes,  if  not  paid  before  maturity 840  00 

"  Interest  on  money  borrowed  and  to  be  borrowed,  say 1,377  90 

$25,042  90 

«— ,  ... 

Making  the  whole  cost  of  your  undertaking $  133,000  00 

This  may  be  recapitulated  thus : 

For  land ' $  25.071  59 

«  Building 86,744  07 

"  Interest 3,938  81 

"  Expenses 2,246  03 

"  Chandeliers,  &c,  seats,  book-cases,  tables,  and  other  Library 

fixtures 15,000  00 

$133,000  50 

The  following  statement  will  show  the  amount  of  money  yet 
to  be  raised : 

Whole  cost $133,000  00 

Deduct  receipts  from  stock,  subscriptions,  &c 95,866  00 

Balance  unprovided  for $37,134  00 
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Bro't  up,    $37,134  00 

Deduct  possible  collections  for  unpaid  subscriptions. .  .$2,000  00 

"      Loan  from  Messrs.  Bridge,  Morrison,  Bacon, 

and  others 12,091  10 

—     14,091  10 


«_ _^^_ 


ii  t. 


$23,042  90 

Leaving  a  balance  of,  say  $23,000  yet  to  be  provided. 

We  recommend  that  the  next  Board  of  Directors  be  instructed 
to  raise  this  sum  temporarily,  in  any  manner  they  may  deem  best. 
That  for  any  money  thus  borrowed,  you  pledge  by  resolution,  to- 
night, the  property  of  the  Company;  that  you  authorize  the  Board 
of  Directors  to  execute,  if  necessary,  a  deed  of  trust  upon  your 
real  estate,  as  security  for  such  loan,  as  well  as  for  the  $12,091.- 
10  already  borrowed ;  and  that  when  the  building  and  fixtures 
are  entirely  completed,  vigorous  efforts  be  made  to  raise  the  ne- 
cessary funds,  and  free  the  building  from  debt.  Among  the  lead- 
ing friends  of  the  Library,  the  opinion  is  entertained  that  this 
can  be  accomplished  in  less  than  one  year  from  to-day.  It  is 
intended,  of  course,  that  the  ground,  building  and  fixtures  shall 
be  the  property  of  your  Company,  until  the  whole  outlay  is  re- 
funded ;  and  that  this  whole  cost  shall  be  the  capital  upon  which 
the  Mercantile  Library  Association  will  be  required  to  pay  in- 
terest at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent,  per  annum. 

We  have  effected  insurance  in  St.  Louis  companies  on  your 
building  and  fixtures  as  follows,  viz : 

With  Union  Insurance  Company * $  5,000 

"     St.  Louis    •<               "          10,000 

"     Floating  Dock           "          10,000 

"     Citizens'                      «          10,000            > 

"     Merchants'  Mutual    "          • 10,000 

«     Missouri  State  «       (t 10,000 

"     Home  Mutual            " 8,500 

"     Lumbermen's  and  Mechanics'  Insurance  Company . .  •  •  • 10,000 

"     Pacific  Insurance  Company »%* » 10,000 

Total ..,,., $83,500 
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We  are  happy  to  be  able  to  state,  that  the  revenue  likely  to  ac- 
crue from  the  Mercantile  Library  Hall  building,  is  quite  equal 
to  the  estimates  submitted  to  you  in  previous  reports.  We  con- 
gratulate you  upon  this  circumstance ;  and  also  upon  the  unin- 
terrupted prosperity  which  has  hitherto  attended  your  enterprise, 
and  which  we  trust  will  accompany  it  in  future. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  on  behalf  of  the  Direc- 
tors. » 

ALFRED  VINTON,  President. 

St.  Louis,  January  7, 1854. 
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TERMS  OF  MEMBERSHIP. 


[Extract  from  the  Constitution  of  the  St,  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Association.] 

CHAPTER  I,  Article  hi.  Any  person  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits 
may,  upon  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  become  a  member  of  this 
Association,  on  the  following  terms :  Subscribing  the  Constitution ;  and,  if  a 
clerk,  paying  an  initiation  fee  of  two  dollars,  and  the  further  sum  of  seventy- 
five  cents  quarterly  in  advance ;  and,  if  in  business  on  his  own  account,  paying 
an  initiation  fee  of  five  dollars,  and  the  further  sum  of  two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents,  semi-annually,  in  advance. 

Art.  v.  Persons  not  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  may,  upon  the  appro- 
val of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  the  semi-annual  payment,  in  advance,  of 
two  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  become  beneficiary  members,  entitled  to  all  the 
privileges  ef  regular  membership,  excepting  the  right  to  vote  and  hold  office. 

Art.  vi.  Any  person  paying  one  hundred  dollars  at  any  one  time,  shall  be- 
come a  Life  Member,  and  if  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  shall  enjoy  the 
full  privileges  of  membership. 

[Extract  from  Regulations  of  the  Library. ,] 

Art.  i.  The  Library  and  Reading  Rooms  shall  be  open  every  day  from  9 
o'clock,  a.  m.,  until  10  o'clock,  p.  h.,  excepting  Sundays,  the  Fourth  of  July, 
Christmas,  and  New  Year. 

Art.  ii.  The  Librarian  shall  deliver  to  any  member  applying,  personally, 
or  to  his  written  order,  one  volume,  if  it  be  a  folio,  or  quarto ;  and  one  book  or 
set,  (not  exceeding  three  volumes,)  if  an  octavo,  a  duodecimo,  or  volume  of 
less  size. 

Art.  xii.  Every  member  may  detain  each  book  or  set,  delivered  aforesaid, 
if  it  be  a  folio  or  quarto,  four  weeks ;  an  octavo,  three  weeks ;  or  a  book  or 
set  of  less  size,  two  weeks ;  except  new  publications,  which,  until  they  have 
been  in  the  Library  two  months,  shall  not  be  detained,  an  octavo,  longer  than 
two  weeks,  and  books  of  less  size,  one  week,  and  which  shall  not  be  renewed. 
No  book  shall  be  reserved  by  the  Librarian  for  any  director  or  member. 

Art.  xiii.  Any  member  who  shall  detain  a  book  or  set,  longer  than  the 
time  above  limited,  respectively,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  Librarian,  for 
every  day  a  volume  is  so  detained,  if  it  be  a  folio,  four  cents  5  a  quarto,  three 
cents 5  an  octavo,  two  cents  5  if  it  be  a  duodecimo,  or  smaller  volume,  or  pam- 
phlet, one  cent 5  Provided,  always,  if  a  whole  set  be  taken  out,  and  a  part  be 
detained  longer  than  the  time  above  limited,  the  fine  shall  be  exacted  for  each 
book  not  returned 5  and  if  such  book  be  detained  one  week  beyond  the  time 
above  limited,  the  forfeiture  shall  be  double. 
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Henry  D.  Bacon,  President. 

J.  H.  Alexander,   Vice  President. 

James  W.  Stith,  Treasurer. 
*  Theodore  Clark,  Recording  Secretary. 

M.  V.  L.  McClelland,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

John  T.  Douglass, 

Joseph  O'Neil, 

Charles  E.  King, 
t  Walter  E.  Sell, 

Charles  Ensslin, 

Solon  Humphreys, 

John  H.  Avery, 

William  P.  Curtis,  Librarian. 


>  Directors. 
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Joshua  H.  Alexander,  President. 

John  T.  Douglass,  Vice  President. 

Walter  E.  Sell,  Treasurer. 

Albert  Pearce,  Recording  Secretary. 

M.  V.  L.  McClelland,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Solon  Humphreys, 

R,  D.  Van  Nostrand, 

Henry  W.  Birge, 

James  J.  Cartledge,     )>  Directors. 

John  Goodin, 

Charles  E.  King, 

William  H.  GilIian, 

William  P.  Curtis,  Librarian. 

•  Mr.  Theodore  Clark  resigned,  July  7, 1852,  and  Mr.  W.  E.  Sell  was  elected  to  fill  the 
vacant  office  of.  Recording  Secretary. 

t  Mr.  Henry  W.  Biroe  was  elected,  July  7, 1862,  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  Board,  caused 
by  (he  election**  W.  £.  Sell  to  the  office  of  Recording  Secretary. 


ANNUAL    MEETING, 


At  the  seventh  Annual  Meeting  of  the  St.  Louis  Mercantile 
Library  Association,  held  at  Wyman's  Hall,  on  the  evening  of 
the  11th  instant,  the  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Henry  D. 
Bacon,  Esq.,  upon  whose  motion  Jas.  H.  Lucas,  Esq.,  was 
called  to  the  Chair,  and  on  motion  of  Alfred  Vinton,  Esq., 
Messrs.  L.  H.  Terry  and  C.  Haywood  were  appointed  Sec- 
retaries. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting  were  read  and  ap- 
proved. Mr.  J.  W.  Stith,  Treasurer  of  the  Association, 
presented  his  report,  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Allen, 
was  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  minutes  of  this 
meeting. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Sell  presented  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  stating  that  they  had  examined  the  Treasu- 
rer's accounts  and  vouchers,  and  had  found  the  same  correct. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ceo.  P.  Doan,  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee was  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  entered  upon  the  records. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors  was  presented 
and  read  by  the  President,  Henry  D .  Bacon,  Esq.,  and  on 
motion  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Gilman,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  President  be  accepted,  and  that  with  the 
reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  Auditing  Committee,  it  be  published  in  the  news- 
papers of  this  city  with  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Edward  Brooks,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  reports  of  the  President,  Treasurer  and  Auditors,  be,  and 
are  hereby  referred  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  with  instructions  to  have  one 
•liou.sand  copies  printed  in  pamphlet  form  for  gratuitous  circulation. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Charles  L.  Tucker,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  in  the  growing  prosperity  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Associa- 
tion, as  shown  by  the  facts  reported  to-night,  we  have  abundant  cause  of  con- 
gratulation upon  the  continued  success  of  that  institution. 

Resolved,  That  the  warmest  thanks  of  every  friend  of  the  Library  are  due 
to  Henry  D.  Bacon,  Esq.,  the  president,  and  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  for 
their  zealous,  judicious  and  successful  management  of  its  affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wm.  M.  Morrison,  it  was 

Resolved,  That,  provided  the  cash  balance  now  on  hand  of  $847  88,  is  in- 
creased by  voluntary  subscription  to  $1,000,  that  the  Board  is  hereby  instruct- 
ed to  employ  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  in  the  purchase  of  the  greatest 
practicable  number  of  shares  in  the  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company. 

Mr.  Morrison  stated  that  the  cash  balance  was  already  in- 
creased by  subscription  to  $1,000. 

The  Board  of  Directors  reported  that  the  constitutional  no- 
tice had  been  given,  by  Mr.  R.  D.  Van  Nostrand,  of  the  fol- 
lowing proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitution: 

First.  That  Article  VI.  of  the  First  Chapter  of  the  Constitution  be,  and  is 
hereby  amended,  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  "  paying,"  and  substituting 
"  one  hundred  dollars  at  any  one  time,  shall  become  a  life  member,  and  if  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  pursuits,  shall  enjoy  the  full  privileges  of  membership." 

Second.  That  Article  I.  of  the  Fourth  Chapter  of  the  Constitution  be,  and 
is  hereby  amended,  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  "meeting,"  in  the  third 
line  of  said  article,  and  substituting  "  of  the  Association.  It  shall  then  be  the 
duty  of  the  Board  of  Direction,  to  deliberate  on  the  proposal,  and  if  it  meet 
the  approval  of  two-thirds  of  their  body,  they  must  bring  it  up  before  the  next 
annual  meeting  of  the  Association,  and  if  it  there  receive  the  approval  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  members  of  the  Association  then  present,-  it  shall  be  adopted." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  John  Goodin,  the  first  amendment  was 
adopted,  after  a  prolonged  discussion,  by  a  vote  of  thirty-four 
ayes  to  seven  nays. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Charles  Miller,  the  second  amend- 
ment was  unanimously  adopted. 

Henry  D.  Bacon,  Esq.,  then  reported  from  the  Board  oi 
Directors  that  the  constitutional  notice  had  been  given  of  the 
following  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  proposed  by  Mr. 
Solon  Humphreys,  viz: 

Strike  out  «f  the  Third  Article  of  the  First  Chapter  of  the  Constitution,  the 
words,  "  an  initiation  fee  of  two  dollars,  and"  "farther;"  leaving  the  article 


to  read,  "  if  a  clerk,  paying  the  sum  of  seventy-five  cents,  quarterly,  in  ad- 
vance," &c. 

H.  D.  Bacon,  Esq.,  moved  the  adoption  of  the  amendment. 

On  a  division,  it  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  twenty  ayes  to  fifteen 
nays. 

Mann  Butler,  Esq.,  then  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved,  As  the  sense  of  this  meeting  of  the  members  of  this  Associa^ 
tion,  that  the  method  of  disposing  and  cataloguing  the  books,  maps  and  other 
literary  property  in  the  Library,  be  conformed  to  that  adopted  in  the  British 
Museum,  so  soon  and  so  far  as  the  same  shall  be  practicable,  so  that  the  cata- 
logue shall  be  a  good  map  of  the  name  and  the  place  of  every  book,  pamphlet 
and  map  in  the  Library,  and  that  for  this  purpose  the  Directory  are  respectfully 
requested  to  adopt  the  speediest  means  in  their  power  to  effect  the  objects  of 
this  resolution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wm.  M.  Morrison,  the  above  resolution 
was  referred  to  the  Board  of  Directors. 
On  motion  the  meeting  then  adjourned. 

JAMES  H.  LUCAS,  President. 

L.  H.  Terry,  )  0 

C.  Haywood,  \  Secretanes< 
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TREASURER'S    REPORT. 


The  Treasurer  of  the  St  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Association  oilers  paper  * 

marked  Nos.  1  to  4,  as  the  Annual  Report  of  its  financial  concerns  for  the  year 

ending  this  date. 

JAMES  W.  STITII,  lYeantnr. 
St.  Louis,  January  8, 1853. 


NO.  1.— CASH  ACCOUNT. 


Dr.  Receipts. 

To  cash  balance,  Jan.  5th, 

1852 $1,823  62 

Cash  received  from  initia- 
tions       275  00 

Life  members 100  00 

Proprietors 1,150  00 

Clerks 764  50 

Beneficiaries 674  00 

Lectures 1,020  10 

Rent.' 438  50 

Fines 61  55 

Cash  donations 95  85 

Catalogues 22  80 

Debts  receivable 78  00 

Building  fund 60  00 


$6,563  92 


To  balance  cash  on  hand. . .    $847  88 


Disbursements. 

By  rent 

Petty  expenses 

Furniture 

Postage 

Fuel 

Lights 

Transportation 

Porter 

Periodicals 

Books 

Librarians 

Building  fund 

Binding 

Insurance 

Printing 

Advertising 

Stationery 

Gas  fixtures 

Discount  and  exchange. . 
Balance 


Or. 
$900  00 
CG  90 
98  85 
13  37 
76  90 

232  95 
41  40 
76  00 

316  21 
1,473  81 

860  00 
1,100  00 

136  30 
81  50 

125  00 

27  75 

69  85 

15  00 

4  25 

847  88 

$6,563  92 


Or. 
Stock  account $17,158  96 


NO.  2.— TRANSCRIPT  OP  TREASURER'S  LEDGER,  JANUARY  8,  1853. 

Dr. 

Furniture  account $     815  60 

Periodical       «    '     22  27 

Book              «    10,905  89 

Book  donat'n  "    3,082  80 

Cash               «    847  88 

Gas  fixtures     "    84  72 

Debts  receivable 53  00 

Catalogue  account 246  80 

Mer.  Library  Hall  Co 1,100  00 


$17,158  96 


$17,158  % 
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NO.  3.— PROFIT  AND  I.OS3  ACCOUNT. 


Dr. 

To  rent 

Petty  expenses. 
Furniture , 


Postage. 


Fuel 

Lights. . . . 
Porter. . . . 
Librarians. 


.Binding 

Insurance 

Printing 

Advertising 

Stationery 

Gas  fixtures 

Discount  and  exchange  . . 
Catalogues 


Building  fund 

Stock  for  balance,  being 
net  gain  from  Jan.  f>,  '52 
.to  Jan.  8,  ?53 


$408  50 
06  90 
79  63 
13  37 
76  90 

232  95 
76  00 

860  00 

136  30 
81  50 

125  00 
27  75 
69  85 
7  74 
4  25 
38  90 
25  CO 


2,452  61 


By  book  donation  account.. 

Initiation  fees 

Life  members 

Proprietors 

Clerks 

Beneficiaries 

Lectures 

Fines 

Cash  donations 


$4,783  15 


Cr. 

$642  15 

275  00 

100  00 

1,150  00 

764  50 

674  00 

1,020  10 

61  55 

95  85 


$4,783  15 


NO.  4.— DKTA1LKD  STATEMENT  OP  STOCK  ACCOUNT. 

Cash  in  the  Treasurer's  hands $847  88 

Hooks  bought,  valued  at $10,905  89 

Books  donated,  valued  at 3,082  80 

Total  value  of  books  on  hand $13,988  69 

Periodicals  valued  at 22  27 

Furniture,  valued  at 815  60 

Gas  fixtures,  valued  at 84  72 

Catalogues,  valued  at 246  80 

Due  from  sundry  tenants,  rent  up  to  Jan.  1, 1853 53  00 

One  hundred  and  ten  shares  in  the  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Com- 
pany stock 1,100  00 

$17,158  96 
To  the  Mercantile  Library  Association: 

Gentlemen  :  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  have  examined  the 
accounts  of  the  Treasurer,  and  find  the  same  to  be  correct,  and  that  he  has  the 
proper  vouchers  for  his  expenditures. 

Respectfully, 

J.  H.  ALEXANDER,  \  n        w  ,  ^ 

W.  E.  SELL  s      m*      ays  an(*  Means. 

January  11, 1853. 

o 


REPORT. 


Gentlemen  :  In  surrendering  to  you  the  office  which  by 
your  choice  we  have  filled  the  past  year,  it  is  made  our  duty 
by  the  Constitution  to  render  to  you  a  report  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  manifold  duties  and  responsibilities  of  our  position 
have  been  discharged,  and  of  the  present  condition  and  pros- 
pects of  the  Association. 

In  inviting  you  to  a  review  of  the  year,  the  seventh  of  our 
history,  we  take  much  satisfaction  in  announcing  to  you  at  the 
outset,  that  it  has  been  one  of  most  gratifying  progress,  from 
the  beginning  to  the  close  of  the  year.  No  adverse  fortune  has 
attended  any  department  of  our  efforts,  while  we  have  enjoyed 
most  abundant  evidence  in  the  prosecution  of  these,  as  well  as 
all  other  human  efforts,  that  earnest  and  persevering  endeavor 
will  always  bring  forth  fruits.  It  will  be  for  you,  however,  ta 
estimate  the  value  of  our  labor  as  your  agents  in  a  most  impor- 
tant enterprise,  after  you  have  taken  a  brief  glance  rather  at  the 
results,  than  the  details  of  what  we  have  done.  We  received 
our  trust  from  your  hands  in  a  most  favorable  condition,  with 
the  important  steps  for  us  to  take,  to  a  certain  extent  marked 
out,  far  into  the  year.  It  has  been  in  a  great  degree  easy  for  us 
to  discover  what  was  to  be  done.  The  common  sentiment  of 
the  community  has  cheered  us  in  our  efforts,  and  you,  a  strong 
constituency,  have  supported  us  in  our  aims.  When  we  began 
the  discharge  of  our  duties,  the  year  was  full  of  auguries  of 
success — rich  in  promise — the  progress  of  events  in  our  city, 
a  greatly  augmented  population,  prosperous  times,  manifestly 
increasing  literary  tastes  and  demands  for  literary  food,  and  the 
evident  interest  of  powerful  friends  in  a  more  expanded  plan 
of  operations;  all  this  and  more  to  which  allusion  might  very 


justly  be  made,  constituted  the  foundation  of  our  hopes  and  the* 
animus  of  our  encouragement,  and  would  have  rendered  us  in- 
excusable, had  we  not  pursued  a  course  commensurate  with 
the  expectations  excited  by  such  auspicious  omens.  While 
contemplating  these  beginnings  of  our  year,  and  before  pro- 
ceeding to  a  rapid  exhibition  of  our  progress,  it  seems  but  just 
that  reference  should  here  be  made  to  years  when  no  such 
omens  of  prosperity  invited  the  early  founders  of  our  Associa- 
tion to  devote  time,  money  and  patient  labor  to  its  establish- 
ment; and  when,  save  in  their  own  strong  faith,  there  was  no 
promise  of  success.  With  the  men  who  had  it  in  charge,  pro- 
bably it  never  was  a  question  whether  it  should  succed.  They 
knew  their  purpose,  so  beautifully  and  comprehensively  set 
forth  in  the  preamble  to  our  Constitution — they  felt  it  to  be 
worth  labor,  and  somewhat  of  sacrifice.  And  to  them,  as  to 
no  others  who  have  Succeeded  them,  is  a  tribute  due  from  us, 
the  present  members  of  the  Association.  In  the  hours  of  its 
early  struggles,  when  faintness  of  heart  would  have  been  no 
weakness  in  the  estimation  of  any,  they  pursued  with  steady, 
unswerving  effort,  the  hard  task  of  proving  that  such  an  enter- 
prise could  succeed.  Under  their  guidance,  encouragement 
and  support,  it  passed  triumphantly  through  three  years  of  dis- 
heartening difficulties,  encountering  the  feeble  lukewarm  sup- 
port of  timid  friends,  the  absolute  refusal  of  many  to  aid — 
from  whom  every  consideration  of  public  spirit  ?.nd  regard  to 
the  intellectual  elevation  of  the  mercantile  class  led  them  to 
expect  assistance,  and  the  fears  of  many,  everywhere  to  be 
found,  who  without  faith  see  no  success  in  anything  that  is  new. 
To  their  labors  it  is  but  just  that  we  should  ascribe  the  fact, 
that  now  we  have  achieved  the  arduous  ascent,  and  are  on  the 
highway  of  prosperous  growth,  finding  many  to  aid  when  it 
has  become  an  honor  to  befriend,  and  disreputable  to  stand 
aloof.  Wo  have  but  entered  into  the  labors  of  those  who  bore 
the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day — the  hard  details  of  their  unos- 
tentatious, unrewarded  toils,  we  cannot  now  appreciate,  though 
we  are  reaping  their  fruits.     This  tribute,  slight  as  it  is,  justice 
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requires  us  to  put  on  record — si  feeble  addition,  indeed,  but  un- 
affected and  sincere,  to  the  yet  greater  reward  arisiug  out  of 
the  consciousness  of  well  doing,  and  the  gratified  contemplation 
of  a  happy  condition  of  our  affairs,  traceable  immediately  back 
to  themselves. 

Pursuing  the  order  of  report  in  general  observed  by  our 
predecessors  in  office,  we  first  invite  your  attention  to  the  mem- 
bership of  the  Association.  At  the  date  of  our  last  report, 
seren  hundred  and  four  members  were  in  connection  with  us. 
During  the  year,  by  withdrawals,  death,  and  removals,  one 
hundred  and  twontv-six  have  ceased  to  be  of  our  number. 
Notwithstanding  this  discouraging  circumstance,  it  has  been 
more  than  balanced  by  the  joining  of  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
six  new  members,  showing  a  net  gain  of  seventy  during  the 
year*  What  the  present  number  might  have  been,  under  a 
systematic  effort  to  procure  subscribers,  it  is  of  course  difficult 
to  say ;  no  doubt  the  number  would  have  been  augmented. 
No  canvassing  the  city  for  members  has  been  done  to  any  ex- 
tent. And,  while  we  may  appear  to  utter  a  censure  upon  our- 
selves, we  feel  constrained  to  say,  in  this  report,  that  we  are 
persuaded  that  an  increase  will  always  be  materially  dependent 
on  the  active  efforts  of  the  Board  and  membership,  to  secure 
subscribers.  One  grand  object  of  our  Association  is,  to  make 
of  our  mercantile  community  a  reading,  intellectually  cultivated 
class.  And,  while  those  already  possessed  of  a  desire  to  gather 
into  their  own  minds  the  stores  of  other  men's  learning,  will, 
unsolicited,  become  visitors  to  our  well  known  rooms,  and,  by 
subscribing,  avail  themselves  of  the  use  of  our  books,  there  are 
many  who  must  be  approached  and  persuaded  to  do  the  same; 
unasked,  they  will  not  come.  The  designs  of  the  Association 
cannot  be  entirely  fulfilled,  until  the  membership,  pervaded  with 
a  thorough  appreciation  of  the  importance  of  the  enterprise,  and 
the  inestimable  value  of  knowledge  to  a  rational  and  social  being, 
feel  the  obligation  to  seek  the  improvement  of  those  with  whom 
they  daily  come  in  contact,  by  an  earnest  solicitation  to  unite 
with  us  in  supporting  an  institution  productive  of  such  necessary 
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and  undeniable  benefits.  Although  reinforced  by  new  mem- 
bers, so  that  we  arc  now  stronger  than  we  were  a  year  ago,  one 
cannot  but  express  great  regret  that  the  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
six  who  have  joined  is  a  positive  addition  of  only  seventy  to  our 
strength.  We  ought  to  have  numbered  nine  hundred.  Why 
have  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  withdrawn  ?  It  may  not  be 
our  business  to  institute  any  inquiry  on  this  subject.  We  will 
believe  that  there  are  good  reasons  justifying  some  who  have 
withdrawn — nor  will  we  believe  that  the  withdrawal  of  any  has 
been  through  lack  of  proper  taste,  or  incapacity  to  value  pro- 
perly the  advantages  of  the  Association,  with  the  intellectual 
resources  which  have  been,  at  great  pains  and  cost,  gathered 
here.  We  are  rather  disposed  to  flatter  ourselves  that  some, 
perhaps  formerly  dependent  on  the  Library  for  books,  and  in- 
debted to  it  for  a  relish  for  reading,  have  now  some  quiet  retreat 
of  their  own,  and,  widi  improved  means,  have  become  purcha- 
sers of  books,  which,  but  for  the  influence  of  this  Association, 
would  not  have  been  bought  or  read  by  them.  We  can  take 
satisfaction  in  believing  that  this  does  explain  the  withdrawal  of 
some  from  our  members,  though  it  does  not  seem  to  us  lo 
justify  withholding  support  from  an  institution  bearing  important 
public  relations  to  the  welfare  of  this  city,  in  which  they  are 
citizens. 

The  multiplied  cares  of  business  may  have  placed  an  insu- 
perable obstacle  in  the  way  of  others,  who  would  gladly  wel- 
come freedom  from  such  cares,  but  are  by  them  excluded  from 
our  rooms,  and  denied  the  use  of  our  books.  But  let  them, 
too,  remember  that  their  annual  contribution  would  have  an  ap- 
preciable effect  in  adding  to  the  permanent  resources  of  the 
institution ;  so  that,  while  they  use  not  those  resources,  they 
can  enjoy  the  pleasing  satisfaction  of  having  opened  them  U* 
others.  True  charity  or  benevolence  does  not  desire  to  feed 
upon  its  own  contributions,  but  rather  rejoices  in  its  power  to 
contribute  to  the  interest  of  others.  And,  if  forgetfulness  is  the 
plea  of  Jiny,  let  this  page  remind  them  that  we  still  need,  an*1 
shall  welcome,  their  subscriptions. 
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Whatever  the  plea  of  those  with  drawer.*,  neither  we  nor  they 
ran  grant  that  anything  >*hort  of  actual  inability  to  contribute, 
relieves  them  of  the  obligation  to  renew  their  connection  with 
us.  They  still  belong  to  the  community,  and  that  community 
has  a  claim  upon  them.  The  annual  subscription  is  not  large. 
That  of  each  may  add  two  volumes  to  our  shelves.  Two  hun- 
dred subscribers  may  add  four  hundred  books.  •  This  is  wTorth 
considering,  and  duly  considered  by  any  man  of  right  impulse, 
we  believe  it  will  secure  the  action  desired.  In  reference  to 
those  who  may  plead  inability,  while  we  know  that  means  to 
indulge  wishes  arc  very  unequally  distributed  in  this  community, 
the  number  must  be  exceedingly  small,  of  those  designed  to  be 
benefitted  by  the  Association,  who  cannot  continue,  without 
inconvenience,  to  pay  annually  the  subscription  called  for. 
The  amount  of  benefit  conferred  is  cheaply  bought,  and  it 
would  be  better  to  devise  some  plan  of  retrenchment  in  some 
line  of  expenditure,  than  to  forego  the  great  advantages  which 
can  be  here  enjoyed.  And  here  an  analysis  of  the  seventy  net 
increase  of  our  number,  discloses  the  fact,  that  while  a  year 
ago  we  had  two  hundred  forty  proprietors,  we  now  have  two 
hundred  and  forty-five — a  net  increase  of  only  five  of  this  influ- 
ential class  of  members.  A  year  ago  there  were  two  hundred 
and  thirty-six  clerks — we  have  now  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
three,  showing  a  net  increase  of  forty-seven  of  this  class.  Now, 
although  very  naturally  we  should  expect  to  see  a  larger  pro- 
portion of  clerks  than  proprietors,  and  an  increase  of  the  for- 
mer greater  than  the  latter,  yet  here  the  disproportion  is  too 
great.  Among  the  withdrawals,  the  number  of  proprietors  is 
lamentably  too  large  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  clerks. 
And  very  urgently  we  desire  to  state  that  we  cannot  dispense 
with  the  example  of  proprietors  in  coming  forward  to  subscribe 
to  the  support  of  the  Library.  The  many  clerks  in  their  em- 
ploy need  the  stimulus  of  their  example.  They  certainly  will 
feel  the  absence  of  it,  and  so  will  our  Association.  We  have 
not  time  here  to  dwell  upon  the  certain  advantages  it  will  be 
and  must  be  to  any  merchant  to  have  his  affairs  entrusted  to 


young  men  whose  intellectual  and  moral  grade  of  a  high  order 

cannot  be  secured  without  the  beneficent  influences  of  books, 

which  expand  the  intellect  and  stir  the  noblest  impulses  of  the 

heart.     We  can  only  in  this  place  assert  the  fact,  in  connection 

with  the  expression  of  the  hope  that  proprietors  will  stimulate 

our  endeavors,  add  to  the  interest  of  our  readers,  and  renew 

that  of  their  clerks  by  appearing  oftener  in  our  rooms.     Our 

account  of  membership  stands  now  as  follows : 

Life  members 43 

Clerks 2S3 

Proprietors 245 

Beneficiaries 203 

Total :  774 

Though  we  have  not  increased  our  membership  the  past  year 
as  much  as  wre  could  have  wished,  we  have  the  gratifvin<r  result 
announced  that  the  number  who  avail  themselves  of  the  books 
of  the  Library  is  on  the  increase ;  and  the  number  of  volumes 
now  vastly  greater  than  any  previous  year.  The  number  of 
volumes. issued  this  year,  i3  9,416  against  7,0/2  for  15/51, 
and  the  number  of  persons  to  whom  issued  six  hundred  and 
fourteen  against  five  hundred  and  twenty-six  for  18-31,  showing 
an  increase  of  volumes  read  of  1/744,  and  in  the  number  of 
readers  of  eighty-eight.  We  would  not  felicitate  ourselves  upon 
this  result,  for  we  feel  persuaded  that  it  is  the  consequence  of 
the  tastes  and  intellectual  wants  which  our  predecessors  have 
fostered.  It  may  serve,  however,  to  show  that  a  large  or  forced 
increase  of  membership  will  not  certainly  result  in  a  corres- 
ponding increase  of  those  who  read  our  bo?ks. 

The  Treasurer's  report  exhibits  the  financial  condition  of  the 
Association  on  the  8th  inst.  It  will  be  seen  by  it  that  our 
receipts  for  the  year  1S52  have  been  $4,874  Do,  and  our  pay- 
ments during  the  same  period  S-5,8-50  G9.  Cash  in  the  treasu- 
ry at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  $1,823  G2,  which  added 
to  the  receipts  for  the  same  period  gives  $C,09S  57,  from 
which  deduct  expenditures  as  before  stated,  and  you  have  a 
balance  of  cash  in  hand  of  $847  88,  which  we  suggest  the 
propriety  of  disposing  of,  in  the  following  manner: 
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It  will  be  remembered  that  in  the  last  report  of  the  Directors 
of  the  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company  an  annual  appropria- 
tion of  $1,000  by  this  Association,  for  the  purchase  of  the 
stock  of  the  Hall  Company  was  suggested ;  this  Board  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  this  policy.  We  are  authorized  to  say 
that  if  the  balance  of  cash  now  on  hand  is  applied  to  this  pur- 
pose it  can  be  increased  by  subscription  to  one  thousand  dol- 
lars; it  is  believed  that  a  considerable  number  of  shares  of 
stock  can  be  bought  below  par,  and  that  with  one  thousand  dol- 
lars, stock  may  be  acquired  to  the  amount  of  perhaps  twelve  to 
fifteen  hundred  dollars.  The  Association  is  now  the  owner  of 
one  hundred  and  ten  shares  of  stock.  If  we  now  acquire  in  the 
manner  intimated,  say  one  hundred  and  forty  shares,  we  shall 
then  own  two  hundred  and  fifty  shares,  amounting  to  $2,500, 
the  annual  interest  upon  which  will  be  $150,  which  last  sum 
will  be  a  yearly  saving  to  the  Association,  and  may  be  devoted 
to  the  purchase  of  more  stock.  This  line  of  policy  persever- 
ingly  followed,  will  make  the  Association  the  owner  of  the 
magnificent  structure  now  building  for  us. 

It  was  deemed  advisable  at  the  commencement  of  the  year 

to  obtain  additional  insurance  on  the  Library,  and  we  are  now 

insured  in  the  following  offices,  and  for  the  amounts  named,  viz : 

Delaware  Insurance  Company $5,000 

StLouis         «  "       3,000 

HomeMutual"  «       3,000 

Tennessee       "  "       3.000 

Total $14,000 

The  aggregate  number  of  volumes  now  in  the  Library  is 
8,777.  Of  this  number  (including  such  of  the  periodicals  aa 
have  been  bound  and  entered  in  the  catalogue,)  1,478  have 
been  added  during  trie  year  now  closed,  at  a  cost  to  the  Asso- 
ciation of  $2,076  32 ;  nine  hundred  and  one  volumes  were 
secured  by  purchase,  and  five  hundred  and  seventy-seven  by 
donation.  If  our  agent  for  the  purchase  of  books  had  been  able 
to  fill  our  order,  the  number  of  volumes  added  to  the  Library 
would  have  been  much  greater.  The  value  of  books  donated  is 
estimated  at  $642  16,  which  added  to  the  amount  purchased 
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makes  $2,718  47,  value  added  to  the  Library.  Though  this 
increase  in  value  of  books  by  purchase,  is  not  as  great  as  we 
expected,  still  it  shows  the  gratifying  result  of  an  increase  of 
8608  16  by  purchase,  and  by  the  latter  and  donations  of 
$1,020  56  over  that  of  last  year.  The  total  value  of  the 
books  in  the  Library  is  now  estimated  at  $13,988  69. 

The  prominent  additions  to  the  Library,  are  as  follows,  first: 

BY  PURCHASE. 


Works  of  Daniel  Webster,  6  v.  8vo. 

Works  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  7  v. 
8vo. 

Johnston's  Physical  Atlas,  fol. 

Library  of  Entertaining  Knowledge, 
43  v.  12mo. 

Pritchard's  Physical  History  of  Man- 
kind, 5  v.  8vo. 

Crete's  History  of  Greece,  10  v.  8vo. 

Walpole's  Anecdotes  of  Painting,  3  v. 
8vo. 

Illustrated  Catalogue  of  the  Great 
Exhibition,  3  v.  8vo. 

Levi's  Commercial  Law,  2  v.  4to. 

Histoire  Critique  et  Militaire  des 
Guerres  de  la  Revolution,  Par  Jo- 
mini,  15  v.  8vo.  and  4  v.  fol. 

Memoires  du  Due  de  Saint-Simon,  20 
v.  12mo. 


Oeuvres  de  Pascal,  5  v.  8vo. 
Oeuvres  de  Fenelon,  10  v.  8vo. 
Revue  Generale  de  P Architecture,  6 

v.  4to. 
Traite  de  PArt  de  Batir,  par  Rondelet, 

5  v.  4to.  and  Atlas,  fol. 
Dodsley's  Annual  Register   1758  to 

1850,  94  v.  8vo. 
Humphrey  Davy's  Collected  Works,, 

9  v.  8vo. 
Foxe's  Acts  and  Monuments,  8  v.  8vo. 
Transactions  of  the  American  Medical 

Association,  4  v.  8vo. 
Pettigrew's  Medical  Portrait  Gallery, 

4  v.  8vo. 
Otway's  Works,  2  v.  8vo. 
Memoirs  of  Psalmanazar,  8vo. 
Westwood's  Insects  of  China,  4to. 
Scientific  American,  5  v.  fol. 


BT  DONATION. 


Iconographic  Encyclopedia,  6  v.  8vo. 

Mrs.  Macaulay's  History  of  England, 
9  v.  4to. 

Publications  of  the  New  Church  So- 
ciety, 16  v. 

Recopilacion  de  Leyes  de  las  Indias, 
4  vf  fo|. 

Libreria  de  Escribanos  de  Febrero,  8 
v.  4to. 

Novisima  Recopilacion  de  las  Leyes 
de  Espana,  4  v.  4to. 


Las  Siete  Partidas  4  v.  fol. 

Schoolcraft's  History  &c.  of  Indian 
Tribes  of  U.  S.,  part  2,  4to. 

Brunct's  Manuel  du  Libraire,  5  v. 
8vo. 

Vesey  Junr's  Reports  of  cases  in  the 
High  Court  of  Chancery,  20  v.  8vo. 

Meeson  &  Welsby's  Exchequer  Re- 
ports and  Continuations,  23  v.  8vo. 

Bacon's  Abridgment,  7  v.  8vo. 

Louisiana  Reports,  10  v.  8vo. 


The  above  list  of  books  purchased,  is  a  selection 
rapidly  made  from  the  entire  number,  and  may  justly  be  said 
to  represent  fairly  the  character  of  the  books  added  during  the 
year  1852.  You  are  able  to  judge  of  their  value  as  well  as  we, 
and  we  feel  the  utmost  confidence  that,  upon  examination,  yegu 
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will  decide  that  while  in  intrinsic  worth,  they  have  added  greatly 
to  the  salable  value  of  the  Library ;  they  very  truly  serve  to 
supply  in  part  the  deficiencies  in  various  departments,  which 
with  the  means  at  hand,  it  was  our  aim  to  meet. 

You  may  well  be  sure  that  it  is  a  matter  of  no  little  difficulty 
to  determine  what  books  shall  be  bought,  when  there  is  an  al- 
most equal  demand  for  all,  of  treble  the  number  we  are  able  to 
buy.  It  requires  experience,  an  intelligent  judgment,  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  present  wants  of  our  patrons,  and  a  wise  forecast- 
ing of  the  future.  And  in  fulfilling  this  important  duty,  we  have 
been  careful  to  call  in  others  possessing  the  qualities  requisite, 
not  to  share  our  responsibilities,  but  to  aid  us  in  such  a  dis- 
charge of  them  as  should  insure  your  approbation,  and  secure 
the  substantial  permanent  interests  of  the  Institution.  Trusting 
that  we  have  done  this,  we  next  invite  your  attention  to  the 
fruits  of  the  generosity  of  those  who  have  signalized  their  in- 
terest in  us,  by  their  valuable  donations.  We  shall  do  them 
the  honor  due,  while  we  gratify  you  by  recording  the  names  of 
those  benefactors. 


Henry  T.  Tomlinsonj 

Robert  Scott, 

Hon.  H.  S.  Geyer, 

M.  L.  Linton, 

H.  D.  Bacon, 

St.  Louis  Law  Library  Association, 

Chamber  of  Commerce  of  St  Louis, 

Isaac  H.  Keim, 

James  H.  Lucas, 

Alexander  Campbell,  of  Bethany,  Va., 

C.  R.  Stinde, 

Chas.  E.  King, 

W.  A.  Gray, 

E.  D.  Morgan,  New  York, 

Henry  Gassett,  Boston, 

Britton  A.  Hill, 

John  C.  Tevis,  a  daguerreotype  of 

Daniel  Webster, 
£.  K.  Woodward, 
Boston  Athenaoum, 
Harvard  University, 
Merc.  Lib.  Association  of  Baltimore, 


Geo.  R.  Robinson,  an  engraving  of 

the  "  Union," 
J.  G.  Cogswell,  New  York, 
J.  S.  Freligh, 
M.  W.  Warne, 
J.  Mont  Douglass, 
L.  H.  Terry, 
Henry  F.  Watson, 
Alfred  Vinton, 

New  Church  Society  of  St.  Louis, 
A.  L.  Clawson, 
Mann  Butler, 

Daniel  Dana,  Jr.,  New  York, 
Hon.  Luke  Lea,  Com.  Indian  Affairs, 
Henry  Boernstein, 
John  Wiley,  New  York, 
Jared  Sparks,  D.  D,  New  York. 
Merc.  Lib.  Com.  of  Philadelphia. 
Library  Company,  <€ 

Young  Men's  Association  of  Albany, 
Proprietors  of  the  City  Daily  Papers. 


i 
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To  those  donors  we  here  return  our  thanks  for  their  fruitful 
remembrance  of  us,  the  substantial  evidence  of  which,  is  per- 
petuated upon  our  shelves. 

During  the  past  year  one  of  our  eminent  fellow-citizens  and 
distinguished  lawyers  has  passed  to  the  scenes  of  another  world. 
He  left  behind  him  a  valuable  library,  including  works,  rare,  of 
great  value,  and  entitled  to  a  place  in  a  public  library  in  a  city 
where  the  early  Spanish  sovereignty  over  this  territory  origi- 
nated questions  involving  Spanish  law,  and  affecting  personal 
titles  to  property.  The  library  of  Mr.  Spaulding  was  en- 
riched with  works  historical  of  the  administrative  relations  of 
Spain  to  this  portion  of  America,  and  also  with  those  works  of 
Spanish  law,  a  familiar  acquaintance  with  which,  had  contributed 
to  make  their  possessor  one  of  the  most  valued  counsellors  in 
the  city.  Mr.  Alfred  Vinton,  ever  a  staunch  friend  of  the 
Association,  and  one  to  whose  excellent  judgment  in  the  selec- 
tion of  books,  you  have  been  indebted  during  every  year  of 
your  history,  on  learning  that  Mr.  Spaulding's  library  would 
be  sold,  did  not  let  slip  the  opportunity  to  give  renewed  proof  of 
his  often  proved  attachment  to  the  Association.  He  purchased 
from  the  estate  of  Mr.  S.  the  valuable  Spanish  books  enumera- 
ted, with  others,  of  great  value,  and  at  once  made  them  your 
property,  and  entitled  himself  to  this  special  notice  t)f  cordial 
acknowledgment  and  thanks. 

In  this  connection  we  may  mention  that  a  thorough  examina- 
tion, agreeable  to  requirements  of  the  constitution,  was  made 
by  committee  of  all  the  books,  during  the  past  year,  the  result 
of  which  you  will  find  on  record.  It  was  deemed  advisable,  in 
the  early  part  of  the  year,  as  the  Association  had  a  room  imme- 
diately over  the  reading  rooms  unoccupied,  to  appropriate  it  to 
an  additional  reading  room  and  to  the  use  of  committees  and 
the  place  of  meeting  of  the  Board  of  the  Association  and  that 
of  the  Library  Hall  Co.  It  was  accordingly  fitted  up  conve- 
niently for  that  purpose,  at  an  expense  of  $35  15.  By  this 
course,  we  have  been  able  to  keep  the  reading  room  free  from 
interruptions  and  promote  the  comfort  of  all  interested. 
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We  have  during  the  year  complied  with  the^earnest  wishes  of 
many  of  the  Association,  to  have  the  Library  open  at  all  hours 
between  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  10  o'clock  p.  m.  As  a  conse- 
quence, the  Librarian  has  been  under  the  necessity  of  confining' 
himself  almost  exclusively  to  the"  rooms  of  the  Association,  in 
the  discharge  of  necessary  duties  there. 

A  wise  foresight  upon  the  part  of  the  Directors  very  clearly 
indicated  the  policy  of  appointing  an  Assistant  Librarian* 
Aside  from  the  fact  that  his  services  even  now  are  by  no  means 
superfluous,  the  possibility  of  the  Association  being  unexpectedly 
deprived,  through  any  circumstance,  of  an  old  and  experienced 
Librarian,  admonished  us  that  we  must  have  some  one  to  fall 
back  upon,  in  any  such  event.  Familiarity  with  the  mode  of 
managing  our  affairs,  with  the  locality  of  the  books,  the  require- 
ments of  the  by-laws,  and  a  ready  promptness  in  answering  the 
ceaseless  calls  of  members,  can  be  gained  only  after  a  consid- 
erable lapse  of  time.  The  great  expansion  of  the  Association, 
together  with  the  great  increase  of  the  varied  duties  of  the  Li- 
brarian, and  the  apprehended  evil  and  discomfort  of  such  a 
state  of  things  as  we  have  alluded  to,  determined  us  to  appoint 
an  Assistant  Librarian,  which  we  did  do,  at  a  salary  of  $300 
per  annum.  We  believe  that  this  step  will  meet  your  cordial 
approval. 

By  resolution  of  the  Board,  during  the  past  year,  your  Pres- 
ident was  instructed  to  subscribe  for  $1,100  of  the  stock  of 
the  St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company,  the  Board 
having  first  added  to  the  Building  fund,  which  was  reported  at 
the  last  annual  report  of  the  Association,  as  having  a  balance  to 
its  credit  of  $1,015,  the  further  sum  of  $85.  This  has  been 
complied  with,  and  you  now  have  a  certificate  for  stock  in  said 
company  for  $1,100.  • 

The  lectures  of  the  year  now  closed  are  a  pleasing  subject  of 
review.  Not  long  after  entering  upon  the  discharge  of  our 
duties  in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  arrangements  were  made 
for  a  spring  course  of  lectures  by  Rev.  John  Lord,  Lecturer 
on  History.     Some  doubts  were  entertained  as  to  the  expedi- 
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dncy  of  a  course  at  that  time,  and  to  some  there  seemed  reason 
to  apprehend  that  the  funds  of  the  Association,  would  be  sub- 
jected to  a  liability  which  the  sale  of  tickets  would  not  be  able 
to  meet.  Happily,  however,  such  fears  were  dissipated  by  the 
rapid  disposal  of  a  large  number  of  tickets  before  Mr.  Lord 
commenced  his  lectures,  and  by  a  gratifying  increase  during 
their  progress.  The  audiences,  notwithstanding  the  pressing 
business  engagements  of  the  season,  were  large,  increasing  in 
number  after  the  first  lecture,  to  the  full  capacity  of  the  house 
obtained  for  the  occasion.  Mr.  L.  produced  an  impression  as 
a  lecturer,  that  must  have  been  peculiarly  pleasing  to  him, 
while  we  have  reason  to  know  that  an  immediate  stimulus 
was  given  to  historical  reading  in  many  who  heard  him* 
The  condensed  views  of  character  and  times  presented  by 
him,  entertaining  and  instructive  as  they  were,  quickened  rather 
than  satisfied  the  taste  of  his  hearers,  directing  them  to  the 
fountain  heads  of  history,  or  the  abundant  reservoirs  so  amply 
provided  in  our  Library.  The  final  result  evinced  that  the 
Board  would  have  been  wise  to  have  re-engaged  Mr,  Lord  for 
a  second  course,  to  follow  immediately  the  first.  For  the 
course  upon  which  he  entered  on  his  own  private  account,  was 
more  fully  attended  than  the  first,  being  delivered  in  Wyman's 
Hall,  to  full  audiences.  The  series  by  Mr.  Lord  was  remune- 
rative to  the  Association,  bringing  to  the  treasury,  beyond  all 
expenses,  the  sum  of  $354  75. 

In  the  fall,  arrangements  were  made  for  an  early  series  of 
lectures,  by  lecturers  selected  from  among  our  own  citizens. 

Dr.  Charles  A.  Pope  opened  the  course  by  a  lecture  on 
Pleasures  and  Advantages  of  Science,  followed  by  Hon. 
Thomas  Am-en,  on  Japan  and  the  Expedition ;  by  P.  C. 
Grace,  Esq.,  on  the  Mediaeval  Age  and  its  Influence  on  the 
Present,  and  by  John  C.  Richardson,  Esq.,  on  the  Crusades- 

Those  lecturers  have  placed  the  Association  and  the  commu- 
nity under  great  obligations  to  them,  by  their  lectures.  It  is 
scarcely  necessary  for  us .  to  specify  their  characteristics.  It 
would  be  invidious  in  us  to  make  special  mention  of  any  one, 
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even  if  we  had  a  desire  to  do  so.  Without  any  affectation  or 
formality,  we  would  very  cordially  express  our  high  sense  of 
the  learning  and  scholarship  displayed  by  each.  Indeed  it  is 
after  hearing  our  own  literary  men,  that  we  are  satisfied  there 
is  no  absolute  necessity  of  looking  abroad  for  lecturers,  if  it 
were  not  in  literature  as  well  as  everywhere  else,  true,  "that 
a  prophet  13  not  without  honor,  save  in  his  own  country  and  in 
his  own  house." 

Professor  Mitchell  completed  this  series  by  two  lectures 
on  Astronomy — in  the  first  lecture  giving  a  rapid  and  compre- 
hensive review  of  the  progress  of  astronomy,  together  with  a 
graphic  description  of  the  invention,  application  and  power  of 
the  telescope ;  and  in  the  second,  introducing  us  to  a  view  of 
infinity  of  space  around  the  earth,  with  its  millions  of  suns  and 
"island  universes,"  and  closing  with  a  clear  development  of  the 
"ndbulous  theory,"  as  sufficient  to  answer  the  inquiries  asked 
as  to  the  mode  of  creating  the  Universe,  and  to  account  for  many 
of  the  phenomena  presented  in  the  forms  of  the  planets,  their 
motions,  and  relations  to  the  sun.  Those  lectures,  by  one  en- 
joying a  European  as  well  as  American  fame,  as  an  eminent 
and  successful  astronomer,  who  has  added  to  the  number  of 
discovered  facts,  by  his  own  laborious  and  protracted  investiga- 
tions and  observations,  closed  the  course.  They  demand  from 
us  a  grateful  acknowledgment,  for  the  pleasure  and  instruction 
they  imparted.  Those,  with  the  four  already  mentioned,  were 
without  cost  to  your  treasury. 

Mr.  Meagher,  the  unfortunate  and  fortunate  Irish  exile, 
was  invited  by  us  to  deliver  one  lecture.  In  complying  with 
our  invitation,  he  discharged  the  duty  in  a  most  pleasing  man- 
ner, by  a  lecture  on  Australia,  delivered  to  the  largest  audience 
ever  assembled  in  Wy man's  Hall  for  any  similar  purpose.  As 
a  lecturer  he  had  little  or  no  fame.  As  a  victim  of  tyranny,  he 
had  commended  himself  to  the  warm  sympathy  of  American 
hearts,  and  hundreds  were  anxious  to  hear  him.  By  his  fin- 
ished scholarship,  the  beauty  of  his  rhetoric,  the  interest  of  his 
subject,  together  with  the  unaffected  modesty  and  freedom  from 
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all  air  of  pretensions  in  his  deportment,  he  also  commended 
himself  to  us  as  a  successful  lecturer,  and  noble  man.  The 
proceeds  of  this  lecture,  beyond  all  expenses,  exceeded  $260. 

Mr.  Ralf  Waldo  Emerson,  being  invited  by  us,  com- 
menced a  course  of  lectures  on  the  Philosophy  of  Life,  before 
the  completion  of  the  first  winter  course,  in  consequence  of  the 
indefinite  delay  of  Professor  Mitchell,  and  his  own  desire  to 
conclude  his  engagement  here  within  two  weeks.  This  course 
comprised  six  lectures,  on  Power,  Wealth,  Economy,  Fate, 
Culture  and  Worship.  Mr.  Emerson  very  kindly  consented 
to  introduce  into  the  course  a  seventh  lecture  on  the  Anglo 
Saxon.  We  can  add  nothing  to  Mr.  Emerson's  well  earned 
fame  as  a  lecturer,  by  aught  that  we  can  say.  He  is  one  of  the 
best  furnished  literary  men  of  America,  and  has  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  scholars  of  England,  and  the  commendations 
of  some  of  her  most  eminent  men.  His  lectures  here,  though 
not  so  fully  attended  as  might  have  been  desired,  were  listened 
to  by  a  thoroughly  appreciative  audience,  with  most  consider- 
ative  attention  and  delight.  Without  art,  or  any  of  the  graces 
of  the  orator,  with  remarkable  power  he  held  the  attention  of 
all,  by  a  style  of  thought  and  expression  peculiarly  his  own,  and 
altogether  new  to  us  here. 

The  Lecture  Committee  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  de- 
volved upon  them  have  exhibited  the  utmost  devotion  to  the 
Association,  and  desire  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  public,  by  an 
extensive  correspondence  with  literary  and  scientific  men  in  all 
parts  of  the  country,  with  the  design  either  to  secure  some  of 
them,  or  to  be  directed  by  them  to  some  popular  Lecturer,  and 
one  who  would  come  so  far  from  his  accustomed  walks.  We 
have  reason  to  believe  that  many  of  the  distinguished  literary 
men  of  our  country  have  a  very  imperfect  idea  of  the  condition 
of  civilization  in  and  about  St.  Louis.  We  have  not  met  one 
thus  far,  whose  conceptions  of  the  city,  its  society  and  progress, 
were  at  all  up  to  the  mark.  Frontier  life  and  manners  they 
looked  for — a  rude  roughness,  a  taste  for  a  stump  speech,  a 
population  eminently  qualified  to  appreciate  a  bear  fight,  and 
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judge  of  the  qualities  of  pork,  upon  whom  the  elaborately 
wrought,  learned  lecture  would  be  thrown  away.  We  speak 
from  knowledge,  when  we  allude  to  misapprehensions  of  this 
kind.  And  when  the  proposal  has  been  made  to  Lecturers  at 
the  East  to  visit  us,  though  they  have  felt  assured  of  a  pecuniary 
remuneration  all  sufficient,  the  fear  undisguised  has  been,  that 
no  glory  could  be  won  in  such  a  community,  and  that  a  very 
excellent  Lecturer  would  pass  for  quite  a  common  man,  while 
some  intensely  vociferous,  vapid  one,  would  be  mistaken  for 
uncommon  and  real.  Let  us  assure  all  who  live  in  such  an  un- 
happy state  of  ignorance  about  a  city,  already  a  most  appreci- 
able integer  in  the  Union,  that  we  are  here  most  expert  counter- 
feit detectors,  and  that  if  any  one  is  desirous  to  submit  himself 
to  the  most  rigid  test,  whether  he  can  please  a  popular  audience, 
composed  of  the  cultivated  and  uncultivated,  the  refined  and  the 
coarse,  the  learned  and  unlearned,  and  a  large  number  of  shrewd, 
penetrating  common  sense  men,  who  cannot  write  a  thought,  any 
more  than  they  can  engrave  a  bill,  but  know  a  thought  when 
they  seetor  hear  it,  let  him  come  to  St.  Louis.  We  speak  se- 
riously when  we  say  that  no  where  in  the  Union  will  a  Lecturer 
find  a  more  inviting  field  than  here — if  he  is  no  sham.  He  will 
lecture  to  no  "beggarly  account''  of  empty  seats,  and  he  may 
in  general  be  sure  of  the  most  tumultuous  applause,  however  it 
may  sometimes  most  disastrously  break  in,  to  the  ruin  of  the 
effect  of  some  of  his  most  precious  periods.  A  recent  Lectur- 
er remarked,  in  substance,  that  he  had  been  in  no  city  in  the 
Union  of  late,  where  the  creditable  fact  could  be  chronicled, 
that  literary  men  were  so  appreciated,  that  the  people  were  wil- 
ling to  pay  fifty  cents  a  lecture  to  hear  them. 

But  this  is  a  digression,  from  which  we  return,  to  observe  that, 
in  the  fulfillment  of  their  duties,  the  Committee  has  sought  for 
the  best  Lecturers ;  and,  to  secure  such,  has  offered  most  liberal 
compensation,  relying  on  previous  developments  as  the  ground 
of  their  expectation,  that  the  Treasury  would  incur  no  debt  by 
a  just  liberality,  but  be  amply  repaid.  Early  in  the  season  it 
was  announced  that  Park  Benjamin,  Esq.,  would  deliver  a 
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course  here.  The  Committee  supposed  that  the  arrangements 
to  this  end  were  perfected.  But  delaying  mails  and  telegrams 
are,  in  a  great  measure,  responsible  for  a  failure  in  this  under- 
taking. 

As  announced  in  the  fall,  Mr.  Thackeray  will  visit  us.  An 
arrangement  has  been  made  with  him,  which  enables  us  to  an- 
nounce this  gratifying  fact,  though,  at  present,  unable  definitely 
to  indicate  the  time.  In  securing  a  favorable  response  from  this 
world-wide  known  scholar,  satirist,  and  everywhere  popular 
lecturer,  we  have  enjoyed  the  valuable  and  indispensable  aid  of 
W".  L.  Felt,  Esq.,  the  accomplished  Corresponding  Secretary 
of  the  New  York  Mercantile  Library.  With  no  disposition 
profanely  to  perpetrate  an  execrable  and  unpardonable  pun  upon 
his  name,  we  assure  him  that  we  have  felt  his  kindness,  and 
appreciate  his  services,  and  hereby  make  to  him,  publicly,  our 
most  cordial  and  grateful  acknowledgements. 

In  reviewing  the  history  of  the  lectures  of  the  year,  we  find 
it  in  our  way  to  make  an  observation  or  two  upon  the  marked 
change  that  has  taken  place  in  the  tastes  of  the  citizens  of  St. 
Louis.  A  reference  to  reports  three  years  back,  discloses  the 
fact  that  there  has  been  a  time,  when  your  Board  of  Directors 
could  not  have  assumed  an  undertaking  mor£  disastrous  to  the 
fortunes  of  your  Treasury,  than  that  of  inviting  a  lecturer  to 
address  your  fellow-citizens,  nor  have  taken  a  surer  way  to  prove 
to  such  a  man  that  we  were  yet  in  the  bud,  and  that  the  flow- 
ers of  literature  did  not  bloom  here.  We  haire,  however,  re- 
sponded to  the  spirit  of  the  times,  and  added  to  the  facts  which 
have  warranted  the  chronicler  of  the  times  in  pronouncing  this 
the  "  Lecturing  Era." 

Lectures  are,  indeed,  the  peculiarity  of  the  times.  Hereto- 
fore confined  to  half-a-dozen  cities  of  the  land,  everywhere  now, 
are  they  in  demand — in  large  cities  and  small,  and  in  the  obscure 
towns  of  the  States.  This  mode  of  instruction,  the  people 
demand,  and  much  of  latent  talent  and  genius  for  this  kind  of 
performance  has  rapidly  developed  within  the  past  five  years. 
The  nobility  of  England  Jo  not  disdain  now  to  descend  to  a 
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contact  with  the  million,  bat  the  Earl  of  Carlisle,  the  Duke 
of  Newcastle,  Sir  Alexander  Cockburn,  and  Lord  Rus- 
sell from  the  desk  of  the  lecturer,  shed  forth  the  beams  of 
science  and  literature  upon  the  minds  of  the  artisans  of  Shef- 
field, the  mechanics  of  Worksop,  and  the  spinners  of  Manches- 
ter. In  the  United  States  it  has  been  recently  remarked  that 
lectures  have  now  come  to  be  one  of  the  established  winter  in- 
stitutions. Doubtful  as  such  an  experiment  would  once  have 
been  here,  it  is  no  longer  so ;  and  a  Board  of  Directors  failing 
hereafter  to  provide  the  community  with  a  series  of  lectures, 
would  be  visited  with  very  severe  rebuke.  While  a  high  stand- 
ard is  maintained,  such  forms  of  popular  instruction  cannot  fail 
to  elevate  the  tastes  of  the  community.  It  is  in  the  power  of  a 
wisely  administered  Mercantile  Library  Association,  guided  by 
intelligent  men,  to  contribute  much  to  the  high  character  of 
public  lectures — by  letting  it  be  seen  that  they  will  bestow 
neither  their  honorable  notice  nor  their  money  upon  any,  save 
the  best  of  the  profession.  They  can  preserve  from  degeneracy 
the  popular  taste,  by  uniform  practical  determination  to  have 
nobody,  or  to  dispense  with  lectures  altogether,  unless  we  can 
have  the  best  that  such  department  can  afford.  A  poor  lec- 
turer, like  a  poor  book,  or  poor  picture,  is  a  positive  injury,  if 
not  brought  in  almost  immediate  contrast  with  one  who,  to  un- 
deniable qualifications  for  the  office,  adds  a  high  sense  of  the 
intellectual  and  moral  obligations  of  a  lecturer. 

It  is  in  place  here  to  remark,  that  while  the  lectures  of  Giles, 
Lord,  and  others,  have  been  self-sustaining,  they  have  served 
to  increase  the  number  of  our  readers  in  the  library,  and  create 
an  imperative  demand  for  an  increase  in  the  number  of  our 
books  in  all  departments,  literary,  historical,  philosophical,  artis- 
tic, and  scientific.  Such  must  be  the  effect  of  good  lectures. 
They  are  but  index  figures  pointing  to  wide  fields  where  abun- 
dant harvests  may  be  reaped — specimens  of  the  choice  fruits, 
which  all  may  gather,  giving  a  taste  which  lingers  on  the  tongue 
unsatisfied,  till,  instead  of  the  drops  of  the  lecturer,  we  drink 
from  the  full  fountains  where  he  drank,  and  was  filled. 
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Let  us  rejoice  in  the  rewarding  reflection,  that  the  Mercantile 
Library  Association  has  contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  the 
removal  of  the  reproach  from  St.  Louis,  that  here  an  audience 
could  not  be  gathered  for  any  more  dignified  purpose  than  to 
witness  the  marvels  of  some  wandering  magician,  or  to  while 
away  an  hour  in  the  not  very  elevated  employment  of  the  coarse 
music  and  coarser  buffoonery  of  Ethiopian  melodists.  We 
mean  no  disparagement  to  healthy  modes  of  recreation.  But 
pleasure  and  recreation,  unmingled  with  improvement  and  in- 
struction, have  been  evidently  too  greatly  sighed  for  by  our  popu- 
lation. The  influence  of  such  an  association  as  you  have  in- 
trusted to  our  care,  cannot  but  be  felt,  in  thus  furnishing  to  many 
who  seek  for  some  profitable  evening  employment  or  recreation, 
a  form  of  it  which  rescues  them  from  the  corrupting  influence 
of  lower  forms,  which  they  will  seek  in  the  absence  of  the 
higher. 

Our  recent  census  has  revealed  to  us  the  fact,  that  in  a  pop- 
ulation of  95,000,  there  are  51,000  white  males  and  40,000 
white  females,  showing  an  excess  of  11,000  males.  This  un- 
natural state  of  society,  wherever  it  exists  must  always  be  view- 
ed with  alarm,  for  it  is  prophetic  of  degradation,  guilt  and  crime. 
An  entire  population  of  males  will  eventually  become  a  society 
of  beastly  men.  Even  where  they  go  out  from  the  old  and 
established  portions  of  the  community,  if  they  plant  their  foun- 
dations in  a  distant  region,  and  organize  their  society  without 
this  natural  and  God-ordained  element  of  woman,  the  worst 
elements  of  the  animal  man  soon  appear. 

In  the  excess  of  11,000  males  in  St.  Louis,  are  hundreds  of 
young  men,  always  fit  prey  for  temptation,  often  its  readiest 
victims.  We  cannot  blind  our  eyes  to  the  crime  in  our  city ; 
and  to  the  criminals  of  the  rough,  hirsute  order,  must  and  will 
be  added  soon  the  polished,  well-coated  swindler,  gambler, 
debauche  and  sot,  if  vigorous,  persevering,  patient  and  syste- 
matic mean*  be  not  instituted  for  their  redemption  from  the  multi- 
plied, varied,  disguised  and  open  snares  of  city  life  here.  Our 
young  men  are  no  worse  than  others.     But  emancipated  from 
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home  influences,  from  the  accustomed  restraints  and  safeguards 
of  early  associations,  the  social  police  regulations  of  the  scenes 
of  early  training,  when  parental  guidance  and  friendly  admoni- 
tion guard  against  corruption,  they  become  what  we  might  all 
become  in  similar  circumstances.  The  sober  virtues  of  New 
England,  or  the  olden  States,  yield  amid  the  temptations  of  a 
city,  where  there  is  no  home,  no  society;  where  the  empire  of 
old  conventionalities  is  suddenly  broken,  and  amid  new  influen- 
ces of  an  unused  freedom,  one  feels  no  just  sense  of  responsi- 
bility to  the  circle  in  which  he  moves,  no  fear  of  spotted  repu- 
tation. 

Wc  have,  during  the  past  year,  had  melancholy  evidence  of 
the  power  of  evil  associations  and  temptations,  in  seducing  frofii 
the  path  of  high  commercial  honor  and  incorruptible  integrity, 
young  men  once  enjoying  the  most  implicit  confidence  of  em- 
ployers, and  invited  onward  by  cheering  prospects  of  a  career 
of  success.  The  blight  which  has  fallen  on  the  fortunes  of 
those  young  men  will  be  no  uncommon  thing  in  our  community, 
if  the  beneficent  influences  of  such  an  Association  as  this  are 
not  speedily  thrown  around  them.  Man  will  be  a  self-corrupter, 
if  extraneous  preservatives  are  not  supplied  to  him.  And 
though  the  ascendancy  of  the  intellect  over  the  passions  may 
not  be  religion,  still  it  is  on  the  way  to  it  And  a  withdrawal 
of  men  from  scenes  where  passions  are  stimulated  and  un- 
bridled lusts  indulged,  is  a  necessary  step  toward  the  subjuga- 
tion and  purification  of  that  inward  condition  of  the  man, 
whence  is  derived  all  the  powers  of  outward  temptation. 

Few  men  of  books  are  rowdies,  turbulent  members  of  so- 
ciety, or  possessed  of  the  grovelling  propensities  of  the  aban- 
doned sensualist.  In  books  of  the  order  offered  by  us,  love  of 
new  sources  of  enjoyment  is  created — a  noble  ambition  is; 
kindled,  a  thirst  for  learning  quickened,  models  of  virtue  and 
true  heroism  found,  lofty  ideas  of  life,  of  humanity,  and  of  what 
it  is  to  be  a  true  man,  inculcated  and  made  the  possession  of 
the  soul.  Literature,  the  fruit  of  honest  minds,  pure,  truly 
nhilosophical,  and  scanning  wisely  the  actual  relations  of  human* 
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life,  and  grasping  the  true  idea  of  human  elevation,  is  eminent- 
ly conservative  of  the  morals  of  man.  Man,  though  he  may 
become  one,  was  not  made  to  be  a  sensualist,  of  a  low  or  a 
refined  order.  The  intellectual  and  moral  are  designed  for  the 
ascendancy.  And  even  he  who  has  surrendered  the  sceptre 
and  been  long  swayed  by  the  less  honorable  impulses  of  his 
nature,  may  recover  if  he  will,  and  speedily  attain  the  elevation 
as  well  as  the  delights  of  a  cultivated  intellect. 

We  have  alluded  to  the  increased  number  of  books  issued 
from  your  Library.  This  may  be  ascribed  not  merely  to  an 
increase  of  members,  but  also  to  the  operation  of  the  natural 
laws,  that  appetite^  grow  by  what  they  feed  on,  and  one  book 
creates  a  demand  for  another.  Man  the  animal,  and  man  the 
"  living  soul,"  live  under  this  law.  If  we  can  but  get  our 
young  men  into  our  rooms,  and  put  them  through  the  process 
of  reading  one  book  well,  or  even  not  well,  we  do  not  doubt 
the  result;  he  will  call  for  another.  Constitutional  law  will 
insure  the  result.  And  however  unused  to  consecutive  reading 
a  man  may  be,  however  hard  the  the  task  of  prolonging  atten- 
tion may  be,  no  human  mind,  not  hopelessly  idiotic,  can  apply 
its  powers  to  digesting  one  book,  or  half  a  one,  without  marking 
an  era  in  his  intellectual  life — he  must  have  another,  and  when 
this  result  is  gained,  a  young  man  has  cast  out  an  anchor  which 
will  hold  him  amid  the  sweeping  currents  of  trifles,  vanities  and 
temptations,  that  beset  us  all  in  this  great  city. 

We  have  not  remarked,  as  we  might  have  done,  upon  the 
high  character  of  the  books  upon  our  shelves,  added  in  the  past 
and  previous  years-  We  may,  however,  safely  invite  attention 
to  them.  Enlarged  means  would  have  enabled  us  to  invite  you 
to  a  more  protracted  and  satisfactory  review  of  what  we  have. 
We  have,  however,  a  Library  that  will  meet  the  demands  of 
every  taste.  Careful  not  merely  to  provide  for  the  recreation  of 
an  hour,  we  have  furnished  a  storehouse  of  works  for  the  more 
permanent  purposes  of  literature  and  science.  Works  of  an 
expensive  character,  beyond  the  power,  save  of  the  most  afflu- 
ent to  buy,  historical,  philosophical,  scientific,  together   with 
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costly  encyclopedias  filled  with  the  concentrated  erudition  of 
original  investigators  and  explorers  in  every  department  of  learn- 
ing, all  that  may  be  necessary  for  any  purpose,  ordinary  or 
extraordinary,  for  historical  research,  for  scientific  study,  or  for 
men  of  letters,  for  the  specific  end  of  authorship.  All  this  we 
have  sought,  and  with  some  success,  to  supply.  And  for  the 
proof  of  it  we  invite  you  and  the  community  to  our  rooms. 
We  have  alluded  to  authorship.  St.  Louis  is  to-day  a  child ; 
but  the  day  of  manhood  is  to  come.  A  center  of  influence  of 
enormous  absorbing  capacity,  and  of  radiating  power  will  be 
here.  And  amid  its  far  reaching  influences  the  intellect  and 
tastes  of  scholars  will  be  represented.  Your  Library  will  cer- 
tainly have  its  influence  in  securing  such  a  result.  Authors  are 
made  in  libraries.  There  is  their  atmosphere,  their  mental 
oxygen.  There,  laudable  ambition  for  honorable  fame  is  en- 
kindled ;  and  many  is  the  poor  man  of  genius  who  would  have 
lived  and  died  with  latent  fires  burning  within  him,  their  light 
illuminating  and  warming  no  path  in  life,  but  for  the  treasures 
of  a  well-selected  library  placed  within  his  reach.  To  suppose 
that  many  can  become  successful  authors,  is  to  contemn  all  the 
analogies  of  life.  Genius,  as  we  have  but  lately  heard,  comes 
sometimes  to  but  one  in  a  million.  He  who  is  to  write  the 
book  that  is  to  live,  may  be  the  only  one  in  the  city  where  he 
dwells ;  yet  in  such  a  city  as  ours,  is  likely  to  be  the  flint  that 
shall  strike  out  the  fire  from  the  true  steel  of  genius.  Those 
naturally  qualified  to  discharge  the  functions  of  a  literary  man, 
in  our  rooms  may  find  early  stimulus,  and  acquire  those  stores 
without  which,  the  loftiest  intellect  will  come  with  empty  hands 
to  the  crowds  of  the  world,  to  whom  he  would  offer  his  fruits. 
One  grand  stimulus  to  our  efforts  lies  in  the  fact  that  St.  Louis 
may  yet  wear  some  other  badge,  besides  that  of  a  city  grown  to 
enormous  size  within  thirty  years,  conspicuous  for  a  rapid 
ascent  to  a  position  of  commanding  influence  among  commer- 
cial cities,  as  the  focus  of  States.  The  empire  of  mind  must 
and  will  be  shared  by  us,  if  we  falter  not  in  the  enterprise,  that 
has  grown  with  the  growth  and  strengthened  with  the  strength 
of  the  city. 
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Permit  us  here  to  introduce  another  stimulating  consideration, 
which  will  inspire  in  us,  as  an  Association,  a  more  adequate 
sense  of  the  importance  and  dignity  of  the  relation  we  sustain 
to  the  book  press  of  the  world.  It  may  not  be  possible  to 
trace  it,  yet  between  such  libraries  as  our  own  and  the  rapid 
issue  of  hundreds  of  books  from  the  press,  there  is  a  connec- 
tion. As  we  have  already  intimated,  libraries  create  a  demand 
for  books.  If  in  the  times  of  Solomon,  it  was  true  that  of  the 
making  of  many  books  there  is  no  end,  we  are  safe  in  asserting 
the  same  now ;  and  though  it  may  be  true  that  hundreds  of 
them  merit  the  .oblivion  into  which  they  sink,  or  that  the  enor- 
mous issue  has  tended  to  lower  the  standard  and  bring  upon 
the  same  level,  for  a  time,  works  destined  to  immortality  and 
others  greeting  the  public  and  dying  the  same  year,  yet  we  may 
congratulate  ourselves  that  a  well  selected  library  of  command- 
ing character,  regulates  public  taste  to  no  small  degree.  It 
creates  a  standard— establishes  a  tribunal — erects  a  barrier 
against  the  stream  of  trash  that  in  a  deep,  wide  flood,  has  flow- 
ed over  the  land,  leaving  behind  a  wretched  residuum  of  bad 
taste,  bad  ideas,  bad  morals,  and  degraded  humanity.  At  all 
events,  it  preserves  in  its  own  members,  a  quickly  appreciative 
delicate  taste,  of  some  service  in  the  community,  guarding  them 
against  the  vitiation  of  bad  wine.  And,  as  it  is  well  in  any 
community  to  have  some  good  tasters  who  know  what  good 
wine  is,  and  cannot  be  imposed  upon  by  the  bad,  so  we  must 
have  the  same  class  who  know  what  is  the  good  wine  of  learn- 
ing and  literature.  You  will  find  such  always  in  the  rooms  of  a 
good  library.  Engaged  in  commercial  pursuits  as  we  are,  we 
may  not  estimate  at  a  high  rate  our  importance  in  this  respect. 
But  we  must  be  blind  not  to  see  it,  and  very  insensible  not  to 
feel  it. 

But,  gentlemen,  there  are  considerations  more  pertinent  to 
ourselves  than  any  we  have  yet  considered.     The  work  of  the 
past  may  be  reflected  on   with  pleasure.     In  it,  so  fruitful  of 
results,  though  unostentatiously  pursued,  and  only  silently  felt 
by  the  community  which  we  know  has  been  benefitted  by  it, 
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let  us  find  the  incentive  to  yet  more  earnest  labors.  We  hare 
called  upon  the  citizens  of  St.  Louis  to  undertake  the  erection 
of  a  building  for  our  benefit,  which  is  likely  to  be  the  noblest 
architectural  ornament  of  the  city.  It  is  to  be  called  the  Mer- 
cantile Library  Hall,  and  is  professedly  demanded  by  the  grow- 
ing wants  of  the  Association  and  its  prospective  necessities. 
Let  it  not  prove  a  lofty,  high  sounding  manifestation  of  a  small 
endeavor.  Let  it  not  give  dignity  to  the  Association,  but  all 
its  glory  spring  from  the  noble  institution  that  makes  it  its  plat- 
form. Let  it  not,  as  a  setting,  outshine  the  jewel  that  it  en- 
circles ;  but  be  ever  viewed  as  a  befitting  garnishment  of  a  yet 
greater  glory.  And  that  it  may  be  so,  we  must  take  higher 
aims  and  more  comprehensive  views.  Our  city  has  advanced 
to  one  hundred  thousand  population.  A  new  era  dawns  upon 
our  State,  heralded  by  the  recent  chartering  of  one  thousand 
miles  of  railroads  within  our  borders,  while  in  the  East  we  are 
drawing  into  near  contact  with  all  the  land,  by  the  rapid  com- 
pletion of  roads  to  terminate  at  our  very  doors. 

Standing  for  a  generation  upon  the  circumference,  we  are  be- 
coming a  centre — or  one  of  the  foci  of  an  elipse  of  which  New 
York  is  the  other.  Such  a  position  brings  new  responsibilities, 
indicates  new  work.  And  for  this  work,  we  need  more  of  en- 
larged views,  cultivated  judgment,  men  of  the  world,  not  of  a 
city  or  a  State.  The  cultivation  of  the  mere  calculating  powers 
of  a  man  will  make  him  the  most  narrow  and  short-sighted  of 
animals,  instead  of  imbuing  his  mind  with  the  generous  policy 
and  expanded  views  required.  No  more  elevated  class  of  mer- 
chants can  be  found  any  where,  than,  perhaps,  may  be  found 
here.  But  not  all  are  elevated — not  all  public  spirited — not  all 
concerned  for  the  future  honor  as  wealth  of  the  city.  We 
desire  to  qualify  ourselves  and  others,  now  clerks,  but  soon  to 
be  employers,  to  elevate  St  Louis  as  a  commercial  city  to  the 
highest  honorable  position  in  the  land.  Nothing  is  surer  to  set 
a  man  free  from  narrow  prejudices,  from  avaricious  impulses,  to 
tune  the  finer  chords  of  the  soul,  and  make  of  a  merchant  a 
benefactor  of  society,  than  the  cultivation  of  his  intellect*     A 
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good  heart  may  supply  the  place  of  this  sometimes.  But  a 
benighted  intellect  will  limit  the  beneficent  operations  of  the 
purest  philanthropy.  And  surely,  next  to  the  beneficent  influ- 
ences of  a  broad  spirited  Christian  man,  none  are  equal  to  those 
of  a  well  stored  mind,  and  well  cultivated  intellect.  A  gene- 
ration since,  an  educated  merchant  was  a  rare  sight.  But  a 
new  era  has  come,  a  new  class  emerged  from  the  common 
crowd  of  merchants  who  cannot  merely  drive  a  good  bargain, 
but  think,  write,  control  legislation,  fill  the  desk  of  the  lecturer, 
and  represent  thirty  confederated  States  at  the  Court  of  St. 
James.  Na  more  enviable  position  c&n  be  attained  by  man, 
than  his,  who  to  large  capacity  for  business,  and  the  influence 
of  accumulated  wealth,  has  added  the  charms  of  a  cultivated 
mind.  In  the  annals  of  merchants  may  be  found  those  who 
have  been  sought  out  by  literary  men,  whose  acquaintance  has 
been  accounted  an  honor,  and  who,  at  the  princely  dinners  their 
wealth  enabled  them  to  give  to  coteries  of  literary  men,  were  as 
distinguished  for  unrivalled  powers  of  conversation  among  the 
most  distinguished  for  that,  as  in  their  counting-rooms  they 
were  for  great  commercial  wisdom,  energy  and  success.  The 
foundation  for  all  this  cannot  be  laid  without  the  aid  of  a  good 
library.  The  furnishing,  the  polishing  of  such  a  man  is  done 
among  the  books  of  a  Mercantile  Library  Association,  or  those 
purchased  by  private  means. 

It  is  in  such  atmosphere,  in  such  a  world,  that  the  "  unbought 
grace  of  life,"  must  be  won,  manly  sentiment  imbibed,  the 
asperities  of  the  man-animal  mitigated,  and  he  become  a  man 
of  thought,  tastes  and  graces,  as  well  as  of  arithmetic,  per  cent., 
hardware,  sugar,  and  cotton.  Be  it  remembered,  that  the  high- 
est rewards  a  merchant  can  enjoy,  are  reputation  and  influence 
— not  for  wealth,  for  controlling  commercial  affairs,  for  filling 
the  coffers  of  Kings,  but  for  molding  human  thought,  and 
through  that,  elevating  human  souls.  He  who  is  the  patron  of 
art,  science — who  gives  a  tone  to  public  taste,  by  his  own  muni- 
ficent support  of  works  of  taste,  literature  and  art,  enjoys  a 
loftier  reputation  than  the  man  of  mere  money,  more  golden, 
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indeed,  than  the  gold  of  his  deposits.  To  be  able  to  widen 
the  sphere  of  social  enjoyment  by  stimulating  to  the  storing 
and  culture  of  the  mind,  is  better  than  to  regulate  the  rate  of 
exchanges,  and  live  in  a  princely  dwelling.  While  it  may  be 
true  also  that  literature  13  the  "  true  ornament  of  leisure,"  it  is 
none  the  less  the  lightener  of  toil.  We  are  certain  that  he  who, 
on  returning  to  his  own  dwelling,  from  the  cares,  the  excite- 
ments, the  solicitudes  and  the  drudgery  of  business,  withdraws 
into  a  world  of  thought,  of  tastes,  of  imagination  and  art,  there 
renews  his  life,  drinks  inspiring  draughts  which  the  fountains  of 
the  business  world  do  not  afford,  feels  the  true  dignity  of  his 
own  individual  humanity,  is  rescued  from  sordid  aims,  is  solaced 
into  forgetfulness  of  ths  disagreeable  jostlings  on  change,  and 
feels  within  him  the  true  glory  of  being  a  man  born  to  know, 
to  think,  and  whose  truest  riches  is  in  the  wealth  of  exalted 
and  enobling  ideas. 

These  considerations,  doubtless  old  to  you,  members  of  the 
Association,  are  worthy  of  renewed  regard.  We  have  taken 
up  a  line  of  beneficent  action,  not  individual  in  in  its  results 
upon  ourselves,  but  widely  related  to  hundreds  yet  to  come. 
We  mo3t  earnestly  wish  we  could  arouse  anew  the  sensibilities 
of  the  merchants  of  St.  Louis  to  their  responsibility  in  reference 
to  the  clerks  in  their  employ.  Not  one  in  St.  Louis,  of  respec- 
table position,  is  so  without  influence  over  his  young  men,  that 
he  cannot  induce  every  one  to  subscribe  to  this  association,  and 
use  its  offered  advantages.  Then  their  self-interest  demands 
it;  for  in  no  surer  way  will  they  hedge  about  the  paths' of  their 
young  men,  and  guard  them  against  the  immoralities  and  the 
seductive  temptations  which  lay  wait  for  and  ensnare  the  vacant 
mind,  in  hours  unemployed.  Those  temptations  yielded  to, 
lay  the  basis  of  future  expensive  demands,  which  the  stipulated 
salary  cannot  meet.  Something  must  meet  them ;  and  what 'so 
convenient,  so  near  at  hand,  and  so  sufficient,  as  the  intrusted 
funds  of  their  employer?  A  generation  of  clerks,  living  with- 
out mother,  sister,  wife,  or  friend,  and  without  that  substitute 
for  all  domestic  influence — good  books— and  caught  as  a  moth 
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in  a  light,  by  the  dazzling  brightness  of  the  silver  veil  that  hides 
deformity  and  corruption,  of  every  name,  promises  a  generation 
of  merchants,  without  commercial  honor,  tricksters  in  trade, 
sharpers  and  swindlers,  who  not  only  blast  themselves,  but  shed 
dishonor  on  the  honorable,  and  destroy  the  credit  of  the  best. 

From  the  progress  of  wealth  here,  we  hope  for  much.  We 
have  a  right  to  expect  that  those  who  have  amassed  fortunes, 
and  partaken  in  bountiful  measure  of  the  prosperity  of  the 
city,  will  confer  some  lasting  benefit  on  the  city.  This  is  not 
to  be  done  by  piles  of  brick  and  mortar,  by  superb  equipages 
by  huge  investments  in  stocks.  It  must  be  done  by  something 
that  shall  elevate  the  tone  of  mind  and  morals.  The  richest 
legacy  a  merchant  can  leave  behind  him,  is  in  the  mental  and 
moral  sources  he  has  added  to  the  body  politic.  No  man  will 
be  embalmed  in  the  grateful  memories  of  coming  generations 
of  the  city  where  he  lived  and  died,  who  has  not  been  a  public 
benefactor,  in  ways,  that  though  they  may  have  enriched  him, 
was  so  for  a  higher  and  better  reason.  He  who  quickens 
thought,'  whose  instrumentalities  have  multipled  ideas,  garnished 
the  minds  of  citizens  with  the  treasures  of  learning,  who  has 
enlarged  the  stock  of  human  knowledge  by  the  contribution  of 
his  wealth,  and  left  floating  in  the  sea  of  thought,  that  which  but 
for  him  would  not  have  been  there,  who  has  recalled  youth  from 
walks  of  vain  or  dissipating  recreations,  and  introduced  them  to 
the  mines  of  wisdom  laid  open  in  our  libraries,  who  in  fine,  has 
by  his  wealth  added  to  the  serene,  steady,  instructing,  cheering 
and  rewarding  beams  that  stream  forth  from  such  a  fountain  of 
light,  as  we  have  sought  to  supply  with  new  rays,  he  will  live, 
he  does  live  in  perpetual  remembrance  and  honor. 

A  loftier  tribute,  perhaps  may  be  due  to  the  genius  or  talent 
displayed  in  the  production  of  a  good  book.  But  he  who  has 
the  good  sense,  or  good  judgment,  or  good  intention  to  give 
currency  to  a  book  that  offers  to  the  human  intellect,  an  excite- 
ment to  human  virtue,  is  entitled  to  a  praise  scarcely  less. 

If  the  freshest  laurels  are  reserved  for  those  who  by  books* 
have  given  fresh  impulses  to  the  noblest  instincts  of  humanity, 
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and  lent  support  to  the  fulfillment  of  tho  best  aspiration,  or  who 
have  awakened  thoughts  where  before  was  only  sensation, 
kindling  hopes  and  affections  and  intelligent  longings,  where 
before  were  only  blind  passions  and  animal  desires,  and  who 
on  earth  have  made  us  heirs  of  truth  and  pure  delight — if  for 
the  brow  of  those,  because  of  the  beneficence  of  their  work, 
the  greenest  ivy  is  reserved,  then  surely  at  their  coronation, 
those  should  stand  nearest,  and  the  place  will  not  be  denied 
them,  who,  though  they  had  neither  the  time  nor  requisites  to 
write  such  books,  had  the  heart  to  appreciate  and  the  will  to 
circulate  them  among  hundreds  and  thousands,  to  the  lasting 
benefit  of  the  entire  community.  The  highest  praise  belongs 
to  many  who  have  written  no  books,  but  have  done  what  the 
author  could  not  do — brought  around  the  book  that  has  been 
written,  the  community  as  readers.  In  this  way  they  stand  in 
the  same  chain  of  connection  that  binds  the  author  to  later  gen- 
erations ;  they  are  bound  to  the  same ;  in  the  influence  of  that 
author  throughout  society  in  coming  years,  they  live  as  well  as 
he,  and  in  the  work  that  he  does,  they  are  workers  too.  There 
is  no  work  so  sure  to  be  rewarded  by  men,  and  so  sure  to  be 
attended  with  wide  spread  permanent  results  in  the  improve- 
ment of  men,  as  that  of  the  agency  whose  unpretending  name 
is  that  of  a  Mercantile  Library  Association. 

Moneys  devoted  to  such  an  enterprise  is  a  permanent  invest- 
ment, for  it  becomes  a  portion  of  human  thought,  and  is  trans- 
muted into  the  substance  of  human  souls.  He  whose  money 
has  placed  on  your  shelves  such  books  as  stand  there  now,  dies 
— but  is  as  immortal  as  their  authors,  unknown  by  name  per- 
haps, but  he  lives  in  his  work,  in  the  meditations  of  many  a 
mind,  in  the  hopes  and  animated  purposes  of  many  a  heart,  in 
the  expanded  and  disciplined  powers  of  many  a  soul,  in  the 
breathings  of  many  a  spirit  that  thinks,  hopes,  aspires,  in  the 
atmosphere  that  has  been  shed  around  them,  from  the  books 
that  liberal  merchants  bestowed  in  years  long  gone  by. 
On  behalf  of  the  Board,  respectfully  submitted, 

H.  D.  BACON,  President. 
January  11,  1853. 
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Berthoud,  Alex.  Gk 
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Blair,  Edward  A. 
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Cary,  Tsaac 
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Wheeler,  D.T. 
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CLEHES. 

Christopher,  John 
Clark,  Theodora 
Clarke,  Robert  L. 
Clarkson,  Charles 
Clendenln,  J.  H. 
Clendcn'.n,  W.  A. 
Cock  ran,  S.  C. 
Comstock,  Charles  R. 
Constable,  D.  A. 
Copp,  Henry  W. 
Corbet,  E.  A. 
Corbitt,  James  M. 
Cowen,  K.  A. 
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Crow,  Wm.  A. 
Crowell,  J.  H. 
Curtis,  E.  P. 
Curtis,  Z.  B. 
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Duty,  Wm.  P. 
Eaches,  Charles  ;"B» 
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Eby,  M.  M. 
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Field,  Wm.B. 
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Wlghtman,  Was. 
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Ham,  P.  N. 
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Kidd,  Wm.  L. 
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McCullcch,  Jam**  IJ. 
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Mills,  W.  D. 
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Mitchell,  F.  A.  II. 
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Moore,  Wm. 
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Powell,  Ji.IinC*. 
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Russoll,  T.  G. 
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Ryland,  Stanley 
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Ecott,  Ross 
Scott,  Jr.,  Jrol. 
Fell.  Walter  E. 
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Siegrlst,  JohnR. 
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Simmons,  John  H. 
Simpson,  John  H. 
Pm:th,  A.  J. 
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Tirrlll,  Ileury 
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Warder,  Win. 
Waters,  Richard  J. 
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Edward  D.  Baker, 
Thomas  H.  Benton, 
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Wise,  Isaac  T. 
Witter  Conrad 
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HOE-OHARY  MEMBERS. 

Pierce  C.  Grace, 
R.  8.  Holmes, 
John  A.  Kasson, 
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Charles  A.  Pops, 
John  C.  Richardsoa, 
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C.  F.  Smarlus, 
Eamuel  Treat, 
Erastus  Went  worth. 


HONORARY  MEMBERS  EX-OFFICin. 


Senators  from  Missouri  in  United  States  Congress, 
Representatives       "  "  **  " 

Senators  from  St.  Louis  County  in  Missouri  Legislature, 
Representatives       "  *«  «  *  " 

FitJident  of  the  Boston  Mercantile  Library  Association, 


*»  *■  *.  '^w'  -•  "»  X*^/^*-,*-  ■.**■"  ••"^^'  W'S.*'  *w"  • 


SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT 


or   TBI 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


OF    TBI 


Jfinrantile  Ifrtamj  lull  Cwtpnuj.  * 


JANUAEY  17,    1853. 


r- «^  ^.^->. '-^z   „>  •»    v^- w'-.»-   »^x.—  «■->«<■  <»  ■%^">^"v*'-«».-   ■^■w* 


BOARS  CT  DIRECTION  FOR  18S1~'6« 


for  :r.*.i. 

AhTllZJ)  VINTON,  rr:-i.".''V. 
JAMLS  ".  YEATilAN,   K.f.-F:-u;i-j.;. 
ROBERT  M.  i:i:X:-Ji,  7>c::»urfr. 
CONRAD  ;;.  sfTLXD",  .\Vj/'..?crr.' 
HUDSON  E.  BRIDGE, ") 
GEORGE  COLLI  Ell,      | 

VvT:f.  ir.  aio:iK:>oN,  J-  D  :rcct».-$. 

JO:!N  A.  ALLEN,         { 

oliv>a  d.  Fir.L.'ir,  J 


FOR  1855. 

ALFiir.D  VINTON,  rrcsidntt. 

J I .  D.  UA-O.n,  F.  T.  and  Treasurer. 

JOL'N  A.  ALLEN,  Secretary. 

•g.-iorg;:  collier,      ^ 
conrad  r.  stinds, 
j  a3.:  "3  e.  ye  atm  an, 
hud '.-on  e  bridge, 

VOL  II.  XOIvRIHGX, 
1    WAYLIAN  CROW, 


"  Dirtctmrt. 


BOAHD  OF  DIHSCTx'ON  FOR  166S. 


>.*>    »_^rfS.**    .•*».  *»■>••-.  *  *^^  *  ^—  --      — 


Alfred  Vs:;xon,    President. 

Jamlis  K.  Yj/.t:.:a::,   Fice  President. 

Hexry  D.  Bacon,   Treasurer. 

Jo::::  A.  ^.t.l;x,  Secretary. 

Hu^o:;  IC.  J^idgt:, 

\Vay.ma\'  C:lo\7, 

Coi;rat>  P..  St!?:db,        ^Directon. 

S olo: ;  i'luiviioi  a.3 ys, 

W.m.  la.  J:Io:ir:so.v, 


*GBOR«z  Collif.r,  dpr^RRod  July  1ft,  1052,  and  Jauzi  H.  Lucas  ,»l«cted  to  fill  tfc«   ▼«• 
iocy,  OcU  18,  1838. 


ANNUAL   MEETING. 


At  the  Second  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Stockholders  of  the 
Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company,  held  at  the  rooms  of  the 
St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Association,  on  Monday  evening, 
January  17th,  1853, 

On  motion  of  Alfred  Vjnton,  Esq.,  Capt.  John  Simonds 
was  called  to  the  Chair. 

On  motion  of  J.  H.  Alexander,  R.  M.  Renick  and  S.  R. 
Filley  were  appointed  Secretaries. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  were  then  read  and 
approved. 

The  report  of  H.  D.  Bacon,  Treasurer,  was  then  read  by 
C.  R.  Stinde,  which  was  on  motion,  accepted. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was  then 
read,  and  on  motion,  accepted. 

The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Directors  was  next  read  by 
Alfred  Vinton,  Esq.,  which  report  having  been  approved 
by  the  stockholders,  was,  on  motion,  referred  to  the  Printing 
Committee  of  the  Library  Association,  to  be  printed  with  their 
annual  proceedings. 

On  motion  of  J.  H.  Alexander,  Esq  ,  the  proceedings  of 
this  meeting,  including  the  reports  presented  to  it,  were  ordered 
to  be  furnished  to  the  daily  papers  for  publication, 

The  stockholders  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  nine 
Directors,  to  manage  the  affairs  of  the  corporation  for  the 
ensuing  year,  which  resulted  in  the  election  of  the  following 
gentlemen,  viz:  Alfred  Vinton,  James  E.  Yeatman,  Hud- 
son E.  Bridge,  Wayman  Crow,  H.  D.  Bacon,  C.  R. 
Stinde,  John  A.  Allen,  Solon  Humphreys  and  Wm.  M. 
Morrison.  JOHN  SIMONDS,  President. 


Robt.  M.  Renick,  >  e      .    - 
S.  R.  Fillet,         J  Secretary 


TREASURER'S   REPOKT. 


HESRT  D.  BACOS,  TREASURER 

JJi 

ACCOUNT  WITH  TUB  MERCANTILE  L1BBART 

HA 

IMP  AST. 

Dr. 

Ct. 

To   balance   from  former 

By  amount  of  warrants 

60 

Slock  ree'd  from  1st  instal- 

Deduct amount 

ment   Oprct.S      01  00 

Slock  ree'd  from 



2d  in.  ISprct.       915  00 

$27,278  61 

Stock  ree'd  from 

i;.pii..W«/i(«.: 

lstin.25prct.  12,320  00 

Building  Committee  —  ex- 

Stock  ree'd  from 

2d  in.  25  pr  ct.  21,692  50 
Stock  ree'd  from 

NotefoA.FinIySl,500  00 

110  shares,  pd 

«  toW.Libby  5,500  00 

in  full 1,100  00 

S  7,000  00 

$3Q  nun 

50 

Interest  on  note  to 

Received  for  old  lumber. . 

00 

T'it.Ij.v                      c  on  art 

$38,679  1 
Jan.  10,  »53,  To  Balance,  $11,300  61 
St.  Louis,  January  10,  1853, 


Finley .?  M  00 

Interest  on  note  to 

Libby 553  75 

Dis.  on  $5,546  cy. 

at  3-4 per  cent..      41  58 

685  33 

Ezftut  Jtrctrnt; 

Clerk  hire $225  00 

Advertb'g  call  for 
instalment 3  00 

228  00 

Balance  on  hand  10th  Jun- 

.  uary,1853 11,300  65 

$38,579  16 
HENRY  D.  BACON,  Trtetvrtr. 


BALANCE    SHEET, 


MERCANTILE    LIBRARY    HALL    COMPANY 


Dr. 

Real  Estate $13,730  91 

Cash 11;300  65 

Building  Account 300  00 

Building  Com 19,365  18 

Interest  Account 754  71 

Expense  Account 604  55 


Stock  Account. 


6V. 
,$46,056  00 


St.  Louis,  January  10, 1853. 


$46,056  00  $46,056  00 

HENRY  D.  BACON,  Treasurer. 


REPORT  OP  COMMITTEE  OF  WAYS  AND  MEANS. 


The  undersignedj  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  the 
Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company,  report:  That  they  have 
examined  the  accounts  of  Henry  D.  Bacon,  Esq.,  Treasurer, 
and  having  compared  the  same  with  vouchers,  have  found 
them  correct.  They  find  the  balance  of  cash  in  his  hands  this 
day,  be  the  sum  of  eleven  thousand  three  hundred  dollars  and 
sixty-five  cents. 

The  Committee  have  also  examined  the  Building  Commit- 
tee's accounts,  and  compared  the  same  with  vouchers,  all  of 
which  they  found  correct.  The  sum  expended  by  this  Com- 
mittee, for  building,  they  find  to  be,  nineteen  thousand  three 
hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars  and  eighteen  cents. 

The  Committee  would  further  report:  That  the  whole 
amount  of  stock  subscribed,  is  10,1SG  shares  at  $10  per  share, 
amounts  to  $101,860.  Calls,  amounting  to  50  per  cent,  have 
been  made.     The  amount  collected  they  find  to  be  $46,056. 

5  shares      $50  75  per  cent,  paid $37  50 

111  shares    1,110  100  per  cent,  paid 1,110  00 

111  shares    1,110  10  per  cent,  paid Ill  00 

405  shares    4,050  25  per  cent,  paid 1,012  50 

8757  shares  87,570  50  per  cent,  paid 43,785  00 

797  shares    7 ,970  nothing  paid $46,056 

10,186 

Three  hundred  and  twenty  shares  of  the  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-seven  were  subscribed  with  the  understanding  that  they 
would  not  be  called  upon  to  pay,  until  1853. 

The  Committee  wrould  refer  to  statement  marked  A,  which 

is  made  part  of  this  report,  for  list  of  delinquents. 

WM.  M.  MORRISON, 

JAMES  E.  YEATMAN. 
St.  Louis,  January  10,  1853. 


REPORT 


OP  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OP  THE  MERCANTILE  LIBRARY  HALL   COMPANY 

OP  ST.  LOUIS,  TO  THE  STOCKHOLDERS. 


Gentlemen:  At  the  date  of  your  last  annual  meeting,  the 
then  Board  of  Directors  reported  a  subscription  to  your  capital 
stock  of  ($50,000)  fifty  thousand  dollars.  They  stated  that 
Henry  D.  Bacon,  Esq.,  had  most  generously  proposed  to  sub- 
scribe ($20,000)  twenty  thousand  dollars,  provided  you  could 
increase  the  entire  subscription  to  ($100,000)  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  Under  the  superintendence  of  the  present 
Board,  an  effort  was  made  which  resulted  in  a  full  compliance 
with  this  condition.  Thereupon  Mr.  Bacon  made  his  sub- 
scription absolute  and  has  promptly  paid  one-half  the  amount  of 
it.  Having  thus  obtained  the  necessary  funds,  we  commenced 
the  erection  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Hall,  upon  the  plan  de- 
scribed in  the  last  annual  report,  with  the  intention  of  carrying 
it  at  least  to  the  full  height  of  the  second  story  this  season. 
To  this  end  every  exertion  was  made  by  the  Building  Com- 
mittee, consisting  of  Messrs.  Collier,  Bridge  and  Vintoi^ 
and  by  the  architect,  Mr.  Robert  S.  Mitchell. 

So  great  were  the  delays  of  various  sorts  encountered,  that  it 
was  deemed  advisable  to  suspend  operations  about  the  middle  of 
November  last,  when  the  building  had  reached  the  height  of  one 
story  and  a  half.  Preparation  has  been  made  for  an  early  re- 
sumption in  the  spring,  and  the  winter  has  been  and  will  be 
employed  in  getting  ready  the  wood  work  for  the  interior  of 
the  building. 

So  far  the  work  has  been  most  substantially  done,  with  a 
view  to  safety  and  durability,  and  at  prices  within  the  estimates  of 
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the  architect.  With  the  exception  of  I  he  cost  of  securing  the 
foundations  by  concrete,  and  of  making  the  stairways  fire  proof, 
we  have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  cost  of  the  building  will 
exceed  the  amount  estimated  in  the  last  annual  report.  We 
have  paid  for  all  materials  furnished  and  work  done,  except 
the  20  per  cent,  reserved  upon  unfinished  contracts  as  security 
for  their  faithful  execution. 

We  have  expended  in  building  ($19,365  IS)  nineteen  thou- 
sand three  hundred  sixtv-five  dollars  eighteen  cents,  for  the  fol- 
lowing  purposes,  viz : 

Paid  to  R.  L.  Harty,  in  full  for  excavation $1,076  50 

John  Shaw,  in  full  for  rubble  masonry  and  concrete 2,775  95 

Hughes  &  Knipper,  on  account,  cut  stone  and  masonry 4,100  00 

William  McManus  &  Co.,  on  account,  brick  and  brick  laying 4,400  00 

Zephaniah  T.  Knott,  on  account,  lumber  and  Carpentry 4,446  01 

J.  T.  Dowdall,  on  account,  iron  castings 1,000  00 

J.  W.  Burd,  on  account,  tin  and  copper  work 100  00 

W.  O.  Shands,  in  full  for  sewer  on  Fifth  street 129  25 

Robert  S.  Mitchell,  Arc't 1,200  00 

Sundries ; 137  47 

Total $19,365  18 

Since  the  last  annual  meeting,  we  have  paid  ($7,000)  seven 
thousand  dollars  of  the  principal  sum  agreed  upon  for  the  pur- 
chase from  Mr.  A.  Finlky,  of  the  57i  feet  of  grouud  on  the 
corner  of  Fifth  and  Locust  streets,  and  ($715  34)  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  dollars  and  thirty-four  cents,  interest  due  upon 
the  same.  This  completes  the  payment  for  the  ground  bought 
of  Mr.  Fix  ley.  At  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report,  the  title 
to  the  other  57£  feet  of  ground  bought  by  the  Company  was  in 
suit,  and  we  were  under  engagement  to  pay  to  the  successful 
litigant.  That  dispute  has  very  lately  been  compromised,  and 
we  have  acquired  the  title  of  both  claimants,  with  a  deed  of  full 
and  general  warranty,  from  Col.  J.  B.  Brant.  We  have  paid 
to  him  seven  thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty-five  dollars 
cash,  the  (8385)  three  hundred  and  eighty-five  dollars  being 
eleven  months  interest  at  6  per  cent,  on  ($7,000)  seven  thousand 
dollars,  in  pursuance  of  our  original  agreement.     We  have  also 
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executed  to  Col.  Brant  the  five  several  notes  of  this  Company 
for  one  thousand  dollars  each,  at  1,  2,  3,  4  and  5  years,  from 
13th  February,  1S52,  with  interest  at  6  per  cent,  from  that 
date,  and  hate  secured  them  by  a  deed  of  trust  upon  the  pro- 
perty. These  five  notes  represent  the  only  unpaid  portion  of 
your  real  estate,  and  constitute  the  only  debt  of  the  Company, 

The  account  of  the  Treasurer  was  made  up  to  the  10th  in- 
stant, and  then  reported  to  the  Board  of  Directors  for  examina- 
toin,  according  to  constitutional  requirement.  The  cash  balance 
then  on  hand  was  SI  1,300  Go.  It  has  since  been  reduced  to 
$3,915  05,  by  the  before  mentioned  payment  to  Col.  Brant 
of  S7,3S5. 

The  whole  number  of  shares  subscribed  to  the  capital  stock 
of  the  Company,  was  10, 1S6,  which  at  ten  dollars  each  is 
$101,S60.     Of  these  there  have  been 

111  shares  full  paid $1,110  00 

5    "      75  per  cent,  has  been  paid 37  50 

8,757    "      50    «      "      «      "      "    43,785  00 

405    "      25    "      "      "      «      "    1,012  50 

111     «      10    "      "      "      "      "    11100 

9,389  $46,056  00 

797  shares  nothing  has  been  paid  upon. 

10,186 

Of  the  797  shares  upon  which  nothing  has  been  paid,  there 
are  GOO  shares  which  the  Board  think  are  certain  to  be  paid  in 
full.  We  have  called  for  the  payment  of  fifty  per  cent,  of  the 
capital  stock  and  are  glad  to  observe  that  the  subscriptions  have 
been  so  generally  and  so  promptly  paid.  Among  the  de- 
linquents are  some  whose  wealth  makes  their  non-payment  a 
matter  of  surprise  and  regret,  others  whose  tardiness  is  doubt- 
less to  be  ascribed  to  their  carelessness,  and  a  few  who  have 
either  removed  from  the  city,  or  are  unable  to  pay.  Efforts 
will  be  made  to  collect  all  unpaid  subscriptions,  and  we  believe 
they  will  be  diminished  to  an  inconsiderable  amount. 

You  will  doubtless  desire  to  know  when  the  Library  building 
will  be  finished.     We  hope  this  will  be  accomplished  before 
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the  next  annual  meeting,  and  we  think  there  are  reasonable 
grounds  for  such  an  expectation.  But  our  experience  in  its 
construction  so  far,  has  taught  us  that,  such  are  the  delays, 
disappointments,  and  uncertainties  inseparable  from  the  sub- 
stantial and  suitable  execution  of  the  work  upon  an  edifice 
like  yours,  that  it  will  bo  well  to  contemplate  the  possibility  that 
it  may  not  be  fully  ready  for  use  a  year  hence.  The  Board 
of  Directors  succeeding  us,  will  unquestionably  do  all  in  their 
power  to  hasten  the  completion  of  the  building.  Should  it 
not  be  entirely  done  at  the  close  of  the  year  the  apartments 
most  needed  by  the  Mercantile  Library  Association,  for  library, 
reading  and  lecture  rooms  may,  perhaps,  be  finished. 

In  conclusion,  we  express  our  decided  opinion  that  your  en- 
terprise is  destined  to  a  successful  issue.  We  know  no  reason 
why  it  will  not  be  carried  triumphantly  to  a  conclusion,  and  we 
see  no  obstacles  that  can  delay  the  completion  of  your  building, 
other  than  such  as  must  be  encountered  by  any  individual  or- 
company,  however  wealthy,  industrious  or  energetic.  We  per- 
ceive no  financial  or  physical  difficulties  in  the  way,  other  than 
those  that  attach  to  all  great  undertakings,  and  necessarily  belong 
to  a  structure  so  large  and  complex  in  its  nature. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  on  behalf  of  the  Board 
of  Directors. 

ALFRED  VINTON,  President. 

St.  Louis,  January  17,  1853. 
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TERMS    OF    MEMBERSHIP. 


[Extract  from  tho  Constitution  of  tho  St.  LouU  MorcomtUo  Library  AtoocitHon.] 
CHAPTER  I,  Article  hi.  Any  person  engaged  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits may,  upon  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  become  a  mem- 
ber of  this  Association,  on  the  following  terms :  Subscribing  the  Con- 
stitution ;  and,  if  a  clerk,  paying  an  initiation  fee  of  two  dollars,  and  the- 
further  sum  of  seventy-five  cents  quarterly  in  advance ;  and,  if  in  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account,  paying  an  initiation  fee  of  five  dollars,  and  the* 
further  sum  of  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  semi-annually,  in  advance. 

Art.  v.  Persons  not  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  may,  upon  the* 
approval  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  the  semi-annual  payment,  in* 
advance,  of  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  become  beneficiary  members* 
entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  regular  membership,  excepting  the  right 
to  vote  and  hold  office. 

[Extract  from  Regulation*  of  th*  Library.'] 

Art.  i.  The  Library  and  Reading  Rooms  shall  be  open  every  day 
from  12  o'clock,  M.,  until  2  o'clock,  P.  M.;  from  3  o'clock,  P.  M.,  to  £ 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  from  7  o'clock,  P.  M.,  to  10  o'clock,  P.  M.,  except- 
ing Sundays,  the  Fourth  of  July,  Christmas,  and  New  Year. 

Art.  ii.  The  Librarian  shall  deliver  to  any  member  applying,  per- 
sonally, or  to  his  written  order*  one  volume,  if  it  be  a  folio,  or  quarto ; 
and  one  book  or  set,  (not  exceeding  three  volumes,)  if  an  octavo,  a  duo- 
decimo, or  volume  of  less  size. 

Art.  xii.  Every  member  may  detain  each  book  or  set,  delivered 
aforesaid,  if  it  be  a  folio  or  quarto,  four  weeks ;  an  octavo,  three  weeks ; 
or  a  book,  or  a  set  of  less  size,  two  weeks ;  except  new  publications* 
which,  until  they  have  been  in  the  Library  two  months,  shall  not  be  de- 
tained, an  octavo,  longer  than  two  weeks,  and  books  of  less  size,  one 
week,  and  which  shall  not  be  renewed.  No  book  shall  be  reserved  by 
the  Librarian  for  any  director  or  member. 

Art.  xiii.  Any  member  who  shall  detain  a  book  or  set,  longer  than  the 
time  above  limited,  respectively,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  Librarian,, 
for  every  day  a  volume  is  so  detained,  if  it  be  a  folio,  four  cents ;  a  quar- 
to, three  cents ;  an  octavo,  two  cents ;  if  it  be  a  duodecimo,  or  smaller  vol* 
ume,  or  pamphlet,  one  cent;  Provided,  always,  if  a  whole  set  be  taken 
out,  and  a  part  of  it  detained  longer  than  the  time  above  limited,  the  fine 
shall  be  exacted  for  each  book  not  returned ;  and  if  such  book  be  detained 
one  week  beyond  the  time  above  limited,  the  forfeiture  shall  be  double. 
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'  Directors* 


ANNUAL  MEETING. 


At  the  sixth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  St*  Louis  Mercantile 
Library  Association,  held  at  Wy man's  Hall,  on  the  evening 
of  the  13th  inst.,  the  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Hudson 
E.  Bridge,  Esq.,  upon  whose  motion  J.  P.  Do  an,  Esq.,  was 
called  to  the  Chair,  and  upon  motion  of  Alfred  Vinton,  Esq., 
Solon  Humphreys  and  Joseph  C.  Cabot  were  appointed  Sec- 
retaries. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  were  read  and 
approved.  Mr.  J.  W.  Stith,  Treasurer  of  the  Association, 
then  presented  his  Report,  which  was  duly  approved. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was 
then  read,  stating  that  they  had  examined  the  Treasurer's 
accounts  and  vouchers,  and  had  found  the  same  correct.  . 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  President  was  then  read,  and, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  James  Bryan,  seconded  by  Mr.  Mann  But- 
ler, was  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wm.  M.  Morrison,  seconded  by  Col.  A. 

B.  Chambers,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Report  of  the  President,  Treasurer,  and 
Auditor,  be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  with  instruc- 
tions to  have  one  thousand  copies  printed  in  pamphlet  form, 
for  gratuitous  circulation. 

On  motion  Mr.  Alfred  Vinton,  seconded  by  Mr.  Wayman 

Crow,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  we  cordially  acknowledge  our  obligations  to 
Hudson  E.  Bridge,  Esq.,  President,  and  to  the  other  Officers 
and  Directors  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Association,  for  the 
ability  and  zeal  which  have  distinguished  their  management 
of  its  affairs. 
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Mr.  Hudson  E.  Bridge  then  presented  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution,  which  had  been  laid  before  the 
Board  of  Directors  at  their  regular  meeting,  held  on  the  even- 
ing of  November  3d,  1851,  by  Mr.  R.  N.  Nesbit,  viz :  "  That 
the  clause  in  Article  XI,  of  Chapter  second,  '  the  polls  to  be 
opened  at  9  o'clock,  a.  m.,  and  closed  at  6  o'clock,  p.  m.,'  be 
so  amended  as  to  read,  'that  the  polls  be  opened  at  12  o'clock, 
m.,  and  closed  at  9  o'clock,  p.  m.'  " 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  R.  Stinde,  the  above  resolution  was 
unanimously  adopted. 

Mr.  Bridge,  also  presented  an  amendment  to  Article  VI, 
Chapter  first,  of  the  Constitution,  respecting  Life  Member- 
ship, which  had  been  laid  before  the  Board  by  Alfred  Vin- 
ton, Esq.,  at  the  meeting  of  December  12, 1851 ;  which,  be- 
ing put  to  vote,  after  considerable  discussion,  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Alexander,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting 
and  reports,  be  furnished  to  the  several  city  papers,  with  a 
request  that  they  publish  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bridge,  the  meeting  adjourned. 

J.  P.  DOAN, 

President. 


Solon  Humphreys,    )  &      * 

T  _    ~  '    [  Secretaries. 

John  C.  Cabot,         ) 


TREASURER'S   REPORT. 


The  Treasurer  of  the  St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Asso- 
ciation offers  papers  marked  Nos.  1  to  4,  as  the  Annual  Re- 
port of  its  financial  concerns  for  the  year,  ending  5th  ins.t. 

JAMES  W.  STITH,  Treasurer. 

St.  Louis,  January  5, 1852. 

No.  I— Cash  Account. 

Da.                Receipts.                      Disbursements.  Ca. 

To  cash  balance,  January  By  Lectures $726  90 

6th,  1851, $1,664  44  Rent, 900  00 

Cash  received  from  ini-  Petty  Expenses,... 83  65 

tiations, 326  00  Furniture, 48  25 

Life  Members, 600  00  Postage...... 26  06 

Proprietors....... 1,177  50  Fuel,. 50  10 

Clerks,  w..i#...... 677  25  Lights,... ;  152  95 

Beneficiaries, 1,744  75  Transportation 44  75 

Lectures,. 1,079  30  Porter, 72  00 

Rent,... ..; 500  00  Periodicals,. 346  71 

Fuel,.... ; 9  00  Books, .;...  2,315  75 

Books, 75  Librarian,. 600  00 

Book  Donations, 1  75  Binding,..;.. 164  95 

Building  Fund, 3  00  Insurance, 172  50 

lines, 50  65  Newspapers, 1  25 

Cash  Donations, 3  00  Printing...... 73  50 

Debts  Receivbale, 24  00  Advertising, 28  25 

Catalogues, 28  45  Stationery, 16  80 

.  Catalogues,... 229  40 

$7,889  84  Discount  and  Exchange..  12  46 

— — —  Balance, 1,823  62 


To  balance,  cash  on  hand,  $1,823  62  ■ 

From  which  deduct  sub-  '  $7,889  34 

scription   to    Building 

J?  una.,  ••••«. ••••.-m.. .......   1,015  00 


Leaving  a  balance  of,  sub- 
ject to  order, $808  62 

JAMES  W.  STITH,  Treasurer. 
St.  Louis,  January  5,  1852. 
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(No,  2.) 

Transcript  of  Treasurer's  Ledger,  January  6M,  1852. 

Da.  Ca. 

Furniture  Account. $796  38  Stock  Account. $13,606  35 

Periodical      "      267  17  Building  Fund  Account,    1,015  00 

Book  "      .^ 8,829  57  

Book  Donation  Account,  2,440  65.  $14,621  35 

Cash  Account 1,823  62  ___ 

Gaa  Fixture*  Aceoant...  77  46 
Dehta  Beceiyabla-^.^  78  00 
Catalogue  Account 308  50 

$14,621  35 


•*«•••• 


No.  Z. 

To  Debts  Receivable... 

Rent 

Petty  Expenses....... 

Furniture.. 

Postage..... 

Fuel 

lights....... 

Porter , 

Librarian..., 

Binding.... ., 

Insurance... 

Newspaper, 

Printings.. 

Advertising, 

Stationery 

Gas  Fixtures  „...-...- 

Catalogue................. 

Disc'nt  and  Exchange, 
.  Stock,  for  balance,  be- 
ing net  gain  from  Ja- 
nuary 6th,  1851,  to 
January  5th,  1852... 


Profit  and  Loss  Account. 


Ca. 


$68  00    By  Book  Donation  Ac't...   $229  75 

322  00    Proprietors... «..*  1,227  50 

83  65    Cl«rks... 715  50 

83  12    Beneficiaries. 1,817  25 

26  05    Life  Members. ......... ..—     600  0Q 

41  10    Initiation  Fees..............     355  00 

Lectures. 352  40 

Fines 50  65 

Cash  Donations...,..^..*..         3  00 


,..«..M*. ...... 


152  95 

72  00 
600  00 
164  95 
172  50 

73  50 
28  25 
16  80 

8  60 
67  45 
12  46 


$5,351  05 


3,356  42 


$5,351  05 
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No.  4 — Detailed  Statement  of  Stock  Account. 

Cash  in  the  Treasurer's  hands » $1,823  62 

Books  bought,  valued  at $8,829  57 

Books  donated,  valued  at. 2,440  65 

Total  value  of  books  on  hand $11,270  22  11,270  22 

Periodicals,  valued  at. 267  17 

Furniture,  valued  at 796  38 

Gas  fixtures,  valued  at 77  46 

Catalogues,  valued  at.....„ 308  50 

Due,  from  sundry  tenants,  rent,  up  to  Jan'y  1,  '52,  78  00 

Total  value,  at  this  date $14,621  35 

Which  consists  of  stock  Account. $13,606  35 

Building  Fund  Account 1,015  00 

$14,621  35  $14,621  35 
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REPORT. 


Fellow  Members  :  Time  in  its  ceaseless  course  has  mark- 
ed the  completion  of  another  year,  and  we  are  assembled  to 
commemorate  the  sixth  anniversary  of  oar  Association.  In 
compliance  with  a  request  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  I  appear 
before  you  to  present  to  you,  in  conformity  with  constitu- 
tional requirement,  a  statement  of  their  proceedings  for  the 
past  year,  and  of  the  present  condition  of  the  Association. 
Again  we  have  the  pleasure  of  congratulating  you  on  its  con- 
tinued progress— a  progress  in  which,  when  compared  with 
similar  associations,  (in  older  and  more  wealthy  communities 
too,)  we  may  feel  a  just  pride.  Its  continued  success,  in 
itself,  speaks  volumes  in  our  favor;  for,  whilst  as  a  commu- 
nity, we  have  (and,  perhaps,  not  unjustly  either,)  awarded  to 
us  a  devotion  to  business  which  almost  amounts  to  idolatry, 
yet  the  steady  onward  progress  of  our  Association,  shows 
most  conclusively  that  thought,  feeling  and  desire,  are  not 
wholly  absorbed  in  grasping  for,  or  in  contemplation  of  the 
" almighty  dollar;"  but  that  in  the  hot  scramble  for  wealth, 
the  claims  of  the  moral  and  intellectual  faculties  have  receiv- 
ed some  attention,  and  proves  most  conclusively  that  amid  all 
the  anxiety,  competition,  and  bustle  of  business ;  all  the  friv- 
olity and  dissipation  of  a  commercial  emporium,  that  we 
have  yet  found  the  time  and  the  means  to  cherish  and  uphold 
this  noble  institution.  It  has  now  become  to  many  of  us  a 
necessity ;  one  of  which  we  feel  that  we  cannot  deprive  our- 
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selves.  The  consciousness  of  these  feelings  cheer  your  offi- 
cers in  the  discharge  of  their  arduous,  though  pleasant  duties, 
and  inspire  them  with  the  conviction  that  these  labors  are 
duly  appreciated  by  you. 

When  we  made  our  fifth  annual  report  we  numbered  658 
paying  members ;  since  then  five  of  them  have  been  called 
to  go  before  us,  to  the  land  of  silence,  and  have  bid  us  and 
all  earthly  associates  a  final  farewell ;  fifty-one  have  left  the 
city;  one  hundred  and  forty-six  have  withdrawn,  or,  which 
is  the  same  thing,  have  failed  to  renew  their  subscriptions, 
thus  reducing  our  number  to  four  hundred  and  fifty-six.  In 
the  mean  time,  however,  two  hundred  and  forty-eight  have 
united  with  us;  so  that  we  have  made  a  net  gain  of  forty-six 
for  the  year.  A  very  large  proportion  of  those  who  have 
joined  this  year,  have  done  so  voluntarily.  We  may,  there- 
fore, consider  this  to  be  &bout  our  regular  natural  increase. 
It  has,  heretofore,  been  the  custom  of  your  directory  to  divide 
the  city  into  districts,  and  to  appoint  committees  to  canvass 
the  same.  At  the  head  of  those  committees,  a  member  of 
your  Board  has  been  placed,  so  as  to  insure  efficient  action. 
In  this  way  we  have  added  many  members  to  our  list  and 
many  dollars  to  our  treasury.  Similar  committees  were  ap- 
pointed this  )ear,  but  they  did  not  enter  upon  the  discharge 
of  their  duties  with  that  earnestness  which  always  insures 
success.  There  were,  however,  several  reasons  for  this;  one 
of  the  chief,  perhaps,  was,  that  most  of  the  members  of  the 
present  Board  had  already  made  great  exertions  in  this  way, 
and,  therefore,  felt  disinclined  to  continue  those  kind  of  ef- 
forts ;  another  was,  that  they  felt  that  opr  library  had  now 
become  so  well  known,  that  all  those  who  took  any  interest 
in  sustaining  such  an  institution,  or  who  desired  to  enjoy  its 
advantages,  would,  of  their  own  accord,  seek  to  enroll  their 
names  as  members*  Still,  we  consider  the  former  policy  to 
be  the  true  one,  and  trust  that  in  this  respect  our  succes- 
sors may  far  excel  us  in  the  discharge  of  this  part  of  their 
duties,  for  in  their  faithful  discharge  depends  much  of  the 
progress  of  our  Association.  If  they  make  a  proper  effort 
in  this  way,  we  feel  confident  that  our  next  annual  report 
will  exhibit  a  list  of  full  1,000  members. 
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It  will  be  perceived  that  the'  number  of  withdrawals  has 
been  unusualy  large  the  past  year.  We  desire  to  say  a  few 
words  in  regard  to  it,  as  it  might  otherwise  have  a  very  de- 
pressing  influence  on  the  feelings  of  your  officers  as  well  as  on 
the  interests  of  the  Association.  Many  of  those  who  have 
withdrawn  are  engaged  in  active  business,  and  are  so  en- 
grossed with  its  cares,  that  they  cannot,  or  they  think  they 
cannot,  get  time  to  read.  They  have  rarely  visited  our 
rooms,  and  really  know  but  little  of  what  we  are  doing ; 
and,  in  consequence,  are  very  apt,  without  much  thought,  to 
refuse  to  pay  their  subscriptions  when  presented.  To  such 
we  would  say,  reflect  a  moment  on  the  subject,  and  consider 
that  if  you  do  not  personally  make  use  of  the  library,  there 
are  many  others  who  do ;  remember  that  it  is  a  public  good, 
a  public  benefit ;  that  the  money  is  carefully  invested  for  the 
good  of  all,  both  of  the  present  and  the  future;  and,  there- 
fore, that  all  should  freely  contribute  the  small  sum  requisite 
for  its  support.  Let  all  consider  it  as  a  part  of  their  public 
duties,  or  if  they  will,  public  charities,  and  then  they  will 
ever  be  ready  to  meet  its  annual  demands. 

Our  membership  account  stands  at  this  time  as  follows : 

43  Life  members, 
236  Clerks, 
240  Proprietors, 
185  Beneficiaries. 
So  that  the  present  number  of  our  Association  is  704.    At 
the  date  of  the  last  annual  report  the  number  of  Life  mem- 
bers was  31.    You  will,  therefore,  perceive  that  there  has 
been  a  large  increase  in  this  department  during  the  past 
year.    It  has  occurred  in  this  wise :  A  gentleman,  who  has 
the  credit  of  being  one  of  the  shrewdest  of  our  profession,  of 
extensive  means,  large  experience,  great  caution  and  uncom- 
mon sagacity,  after  carefully  watching  our  progress  from 
year  to  year,  and  after  having  become  satisfied  of  oar  stabil- 
ity and  perpetuity,  came  forward,  and  by  the  munificent 
donation  of  $600,  made   the  ^'important  addition  of  ten  life 
members  from  his  own  family.    The  name  of  this  warm 
friend  and  public  spirited  individual  is  James  Clemens,  Jr., 
Esq.,  and  we  take  great  pleasure  in  recording  his  name  and 
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the  deed.  This  act  is  significant  of  the  fact  that  the  affairs 
of  our  Association  have  been  so  managed  that  the  institution 
is  fast  winning  the  confidence  of  the  most  cool  and  calcu- 
lating minds.  It  is  unquestionably  true,  that  our  Library  is 
gaining  strength  daily.  It  never  before  had  so  many  warm 
and  enthusiastic  friends  as  it  now  has,  and  it  is  constantly 
adding  to  the  number.  All  classes  of  our  community  begin 
to  feel  its  necessity,  and  to  acknowledge  its  worth.  The  di- 
vine, the  expounder  of  the  laws,  the  practitioner  of  the  heal- 
ing art,  the  man  of  science,  the  merchant  and  the  artisan 
alike  consult  its  pages,  and  each  bear  willing  testimony  to 
the  many  rare  and  valuable  works  relating  to  their  several 
callings  which  are  found  upon  its  shelves.  Another  great 
source  of  satisfaction  to  us  is  the  fact,  (and  it  is  one  that 
speaks  well  as  to  our  perpetuity  and  usefulness)  that  although 
our  number  of  members  has  not  materially  increased,  yet  the 
number  of  readers,  and  the  number  of  volumes  read,  exceed 
that  of  any  previous  year.  There  has  been  this  year  7672 
volumes  issued  to  526  readers.  Its  advantages  will  soon 
become  so  apparent  that  few  will  be  willing  to  forego  them. 
We  venture  the  prediction,  that  before  it  doubles  its  present 
age,  its  list  of  active  members  will  number  2000.  If  our  ex- 
pectations be  realized,  and  each  shall  use  all  his  influence  in 
promoting  its  interests,  what  splendid  results  may  we  not 
anticipate  ? 

Then,  although  St.  Louis  may  never  become  the  recipi- 
ent of  an  imitator  of  Astor's  bounty,  whereby  he  may  hand 
down  his  name  to  a  grateful  posterity ;  yet  our  united  efforts 
will  secure  for  us  a  Library,  that,  to  say  the  least,  shall  not 
be  inferior  in  any  respect  to  that  which  is  to  bear  his  honored 
name  into  the  far-off  future.  Aye,  that  name  for  that  very 
act,  will  not  be  forgotten  so  long  as  civilization,  language 
and  books  exist — beyond  that,  none  would  care  for  posthu- 
mous  fame. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer,  which  you  have  just  heard 
read,  exhibits  the  true  condition  of  the  financial  affairs  of 
the  Association  on  the  3d  instant.  The  receipts  the  past 
year,  (including  the  valuation  of  the  Lyceum  books  $1,000) 
are  $6,225  40.    Expenditures,  $6,066  22;  to  which  add  the 
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amount  of  cash  on  hand,  subject  to  order  at  the  date  of  the 
last  annual  report,  $662  44,  and  there  will  remain  a  balance 
in  the  treasury  subject  to  order  of  $808  62 — to  this  add  the 
amount  of  cash  donated  to  building  fund  $1,015,  leaves  a 
cash  balance  in  the  treasury  of  $1,833  62.  The  total  value 
of  our  books  at  the  date  of  the  fifth  annual  report,  was  $8,- 
674  06.  Since  then,  we  have  expended  for  books  and  peri- 
odicals $1,468  16.  Those  presented  to  us  the  past  year  are 
valued  at  $229  76,  which  is  a  gain  in  books  for  the  year  of 
$1,697  91,  exclusive  of  those  acquired  from  the  Lyceum, 
which  are  valued  at  $1,000,  making  the  total  value  of  our 
books  at  this  time  $11,270  22— to  which  add  the  value  of  the 
other  property  belonging  to  the  Association,  $3,361  33,  and 
we  have  a  total  of  $14,621  35  as  the  present  value  of  our 
property,  making  a  net  gain  for  the  year  1851  of  $3,359  42. 
Our  insurance  is  as  follows : 

Tennessee  Marine  and  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  -  -  $3,000 
Delaware  Mutual  "  "  "  .  .  .  6,000 
St.  Louis  Insurance  Company,  •  •  -  -  2,000 
Memphis        "  " 1,000 


$11,000 

By  the  failure  of  the  Lexington  Insurance  Company  we 
were  obliged  to  take  out  another  policy,  so  that  our  insurance 
has  cost  us  more  than  it  otherwise  would.  We  have  paid 
$164  95  for  binding  the  past  year,  and  have  had  bound,  of 
periodicals,  117  volumes;  of  other  books,  113  volumes — to* 
gether,  230  volumes. 

Our  expenditure  for  rent  the  past  year  has,  as  we  antici- 
pated in  the  last  annual  report,  cost  us  more  than  that  of  any 
previous  year;  the  cause  of  which  we  then  alluded  to*  The 
account  stands  thus:  Paid  $900,  received  from  sub-tenants 
$500 ;  and  we  have  now  due  us,  which  we  suppose  to  be 
good,  $78.  Our  rent  has,  therefore,  cost  us  $322  for  the  year 
1851.  We  cannot  expect  any  decrease  for  the  ensuing  year, 
or  indeed  until  some  other  arrangement  than  the  present  one 
is  made,  which  we  trust  may  be  effected  by  the  time  our 
present  lease  expires. 
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We  have  also  farther  increased  oar  list  of  periodicals,  so 
that  we  now  have  in  all  59.  Believing  that  an  exhibit  of 
the  list  might,  perhaps,  induce  others  to  join  as,  and  thereby 
reap  the  advantages  of  associated  effort,  we  publish  it. 

American   Journal  of  the  Medical   Sciences ; 

American  Journal  of  Science  and  Arts ; 

American  Railroad  Journal ; 

American  Review,  a  Whig  Journal ; 

Appleton's  Mechanics9  Magazine,  and  Engineers9  Journal; 

Art  Journal ; 

Bankers'  Magazine,  and  Statistical  Register,  (Boston); 

Bankers'  Magazine  and  Journal  of  the  Money  Market ; 
(London); 

Bibliotheca  Sacra ; 

Blackwood's  Edinburgh  Magazine ; 

British  and  Foreign  Medico  Ghirurgical  Review ; 

British  Quarterly  Review ; 

Bronson's  Quarterly  Review ; 

Chambers'  Edinburgh  Review ; 

Christian  Examiner ; 

Christian  Remembrancer,  (London); 

Colburn's  United  Service  Magazine   and  Naval  and 

Military  Journal,  (London); 

Cultivator,  (Albany,  New  York); 

De  Bow's  Review  of  the  Southern  and  Western  States ; 

Dublin  University  Magazine ; 

Eclectic  Magazine  of  Foreign  Literature ; 

Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal ; 

Edinburgh  New  Philsophical  Journal ; 

Edinburgh  Review ; 

Examiner,  (London); 

Frazier's  Magazine  for  Town  &nd  Country  ; 

Gentlemen's  Magazine  and  Historical  Review ; 

Harper's  New  Monthly  Magazine ; 

Horticulturist,  (Downing's); 

Household  Words,  (Dickens'); 

Hunt's  Merchants'  Magazine; 

Illustrated  London  News ; 

International  Monthly  Magazine ; 
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Journal  of  the  Franklin  Institute ; 

Journal  of  the  Horticultural  Society  of  London ; 

Knickerbocker ; 
Law  Library; 

Law  Magazine,  ror  Quarterly  Reyiew  of  Jurisprudence ; 

Law  Reporter,  (Boston); 

Legal  Observer,  (London); 

Literary  World ; 

Littel's  Living  Age; 

London,  Edinburgh,  and  Dublin  Philosophical  Magazine; 

London  Medical  Gazette; 

New  Englander; 

North  American  Review ; 

North  British  Review ; 

Plough,  Loom  and  Anvil ; 

Punch,  or  the  London  Charivari ; 

Quarterly  Review,  (London); 

Rambler,  a  Catholic  Journal  and  Review ; 

Repertory  of  Patent  In ventions,  (London); 

Scientific  American ; 

Southern  Literary  Messenger ; 

Southern  Quarterly  Review ; 

Spirit  of  the  Missions ; 

United  States  Magazine  and  Democratic  Review ; 

Western  Journal ; 

Westminster  and  Foreign  Quarterly  Review. 
Now,  when  we  reflect  that  all  these  vast  stores  of  knowl- 
edge, embodying  the  thoughts  and  feelings  of  the  active 
thinking  minds  of  thousands  of  our  contemporaries,  are  alt 
placed  before  us  for  perusal  and  instruction,  together  with 
upwards  of  six  thousand  volumes  of  choice  books,  which 
number  is  constantly  increasing,  embracing  the  wisdom  of  the 
present  and  past  generations,  for  the  small  sum  of  five  dollars 
per  annum — or  if  filling  the  situation  of  a  clerk,  of  three,  after 
the  payment  of  the  initiation  fee— it  surely  seems  to  us  that 
all  those  in  whom  there  is  any  desire  for  mental  culture  and 
improvement  will  not  delay  to  join  us ;  and  by  so  doing,  not 
only  reap  a  great  personal  benefit,  but  at  the  same  time  as- 
sist in  building  up  a  public  library  worthy  the  rapid  increasing 
emporium  of  this  mighty  valley. 

2 


18 

At  the  time  oar  last  report  was  presented,  the  Rev.  Henry 
Giles  was  engaged  in  delivering  his  second  course  of  lectures, 
"Illustrative  of  Civilized  Man,"  before  you.  They  were  highly 
satisfactory  in  all  respects,  save  in  a  pecuniary  one.  In  this 
we  suffered  a  small  loss.  Our£receipts  for  that  course  were 
$388  05;  our  expenditures  $626  85 ;  leaving  a  deficiency  of 
$137  80.  But  as  we  had  ibade>a  clear  gain  on  the -first 
course  of  $978,  we  had  no  reason  to  complain,  especially  as 
pecuniary  gain  was  only  a  secondary  consideration  in  the 
minds  of  your  Board  when  instituting  these  lectures.  The 
cultivation  of  a  literary  taste  in  our  community,  of  notoriety 
for  our  library  in  the  public  mind,  and  a  desire  for  self-im- 
provement, were  the  chief  otgects  we  had  in  view*  In  all 
these  respects  we  feel  sure,  that  to  some  extent  we  have  been 
successful,  whilst,  the  moneyed  gain,  which  they  incidentally 
brought  us,  enabled  us  largely  to  increase  our  orders  for 
books,  which  are  now  upon  your  shelves. 

Encouraged  by  these  flattering  results,  the  present  Board, 
soon  after  entering  upon  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  in- 
structed their  lecture  committee,  to  invite  some  of  our  most 
distinguished  public  men  to  open  our  recent  course,  hoping  to 
be  able  to  secure  the  service  of  some  celebrated  lecturer  from 
abroad,  to  continue  the  same,  either  in  the  department  of 
science  or  literature.  Among  "our  public  men,  Messrs.  Clay, 
Wflbster,  Foote  and  Douglas  were  invited.  Unfortunately 
for  us,  neither  of  those  could  so  arrange  his  public  or  private 
business,  as  to  accept  our  invitation.  All  but  the  latter, 
however,  acknowledged,  in  the  most  flattering  manner,  our 
request,  and  expressed  in  the  most  friendly  terms  their  sincere 
regret  in  not  being  able  to  accede  to  our*  wishes,  and  there- 
by assist  us  in  the  worthy  object  we  had  in  view.  Nor  were 
we  more  successful  among  scientific  and  literary  lecturers, 
although  we  corresponded  with  a  large  number.  Previous 
engagements,  and  various  other  causes,  prevented  their  ac. 
ceptance  of  our  invitations.  As  the  time  for  arranging  our 
lectures  approached,  we  found  that  our  efforts  to  obtain 
lecturers  from  abroad,  had  resulted  in  an  entire  failure.  Un- 
willing, however,  "to  abandon  them,  we  came  to  the  wise 
conclusion  to  invite  some  of  our  own  distinguished  scholars 
and  speakers,  known  to  be  warm  friends  of  our  association, 
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to  lecture  for  us,  impressed  as  we  were  with  the  belief,  that 
in  this,  as1  in  many  other  things,  we  should  find  home  pro- 
duction equal,  if  not  superior,*to  the  imported  article.  The 
entire  success  of  oar  recent  coarse  abundantly  shows  that,  in 
this,  we  were  not  mistaken.  Oar  invitations  were  promptly 
responded  to,  these  gentlemen  generously  offering  us  the  aid 
of  their  abilities  in  carrying  into  execution  our  plans.  By 
their  timely  assistance  we  were  enabled  to  advertise  the  fol- 
lowing programme : 

Friday,  November  98— Introductory  Lecture,  by  Hon.  6. 
Treat. 

Thursday,  December  4 — Commerce,  as  connected  with  Civ* 
ilization,  Hon.  E.  D.  Baker. 

Thursday,  December  11 — The  City  of  St.  Louis — Incidents* 
of  its  History,  and  its  Prospects,  by  J.  A.  Kason,  Esq. 

Thursday,  December  18 — The  Higher  Lessons  of  Science, 
by  Rev.  S.  C.  Gassaway. 

Thursday,  December  23— The  Class  of  Merchants,  its  Civil 
and  Social  Influence,  and  the  Duties  by  its  Relations  to  Soc- 
iety, by  Hon.  Edward  Bates. 

Friday,  January  2 — The  Unity  of  the  Races  of  Men,  by 
Rev.  S.  J.  P.  Anderson. 

The  same  were  all  delivered  at  Wy man's  Hall,  except  that 
of  Mr.  Bates,  which,  owing  to  indisposition,  he  was  unable 
to  deliver  at  the  time  advertised.  He,  however,  assures  us 
that,  so  soon  as  he  is  able,  he  will  fulfil  his  engagement.  As 
there  is  a  very  great  desire  on  the  part  of  the  members  of  this- 
Association,  and  others,  to  hear  it,  we  trust  that  they  may 
soon  be  gratified.  The  present  Board,  however,  were  anxious 
to  close  the  course  during  their  administration,  so  air  to  be 
able  to  settle  their  accounts.  They,  therefore,  invited  Presi- 
dent Shannon,  of  the  State  University,  to  lecture  in  his  place. 
He  kindly  assented,  and  gave  us  an  interesting  lecture  on 
4<  Social  Progress." 

The  average  attendance  even  exceeded  that  of  last  season, 
and  far  exceeded  the  highest  anticipations  of  your  Board.  Is 
not  this  satisfactory  proof  that  a  taste  for  lectures  has  been 
created  in  our  community?  Whether  the  exertions  of  oar 
Association  and  the  influence  of  our  library  has  aided  in 
bringing  about  so  desirable  a  result,  or  whether  it  has  arisen 


80 

from  other  causes,  we  know  not ;  bat  we  are  well  pleased 
that  such  is  the  fact.  We  would  earnestly  recommend  to  our 
successors  to  spare  no  effort  within  their  means  to  cultivate 
and  increase  this  elevated  and  refined  taste..  We  cannot  but 
express  the  hope  that  they  may  be  as  fortunate  as  we  have 
been  in  securing  men  of  eminent  talents  for  the  next  course 
of  lectures.  Our  success  is  ample  guarantee  against  failure 
or  loss. 

Our  season  tickets  being  only  one  half  the  price  of  those 
•of  last  year,  (on  account  of  the  shortness  of  the  course,)  con- 
sequently, our  receipts  are  proportionately  less. 

The  entire  receipts  of  the  six  lectures  were. .$675  25 

Expenditures 205  65 

Leaving  a  net  gain  of. 469  60 

We  here  return  our  public  thanks  to  those  gentlemen  who 
Ihave  so  kindly  and  ably  assisted  us,  by  lecturing  for  us  during 
*the  past  year,  as  also  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  press,  who  have 
»at  all  times  manifested  their  interest  in  the  success  of  our 
Association.    Their  columns  have  ever  been  at  our  service, 
•and  their  pens  have  often  spoken  of  our  exertions  in  words  of 
.praise  and  encouragement.    Nor  would  we  neglect  to  award 
•  our  thanks  to  the  ladies  for  the  aid  which  they  have  given  us 
by  their  constant  attendance  at  our  lectures.    Their  attend- 
ance has  made  our  lectures  fashionable ;  and  as  fashion  is  the 
moulding  divinity  of  our  generation,  we  are  so  uncharitable 
.as  to  believe  that  it  has  induced  the  attendance  of  some 
whom  higher  motives  would  have  failed  to  influence.    Be 
-this  as  it  may,  we  are  rejoiced  that  something  has  impelled 
them,  as  we  are  sure  that  they,  as  well  as  we  have  been  im- 
proved.   EveKy  worthy  enterprise  needs  but  the  approving 
look,  the  winning  smile  of  female   loveliness,  to  insure  its 
success.    That  look  and  that  smile  have  been  ours.    May  the 
.affairs  of  this  Association  ever  be  so  conducted  as  to  retain 
them.    Our  fair  friends  are  extensive  readers  of  the  works 
upon  our  shelves;  and,  as  a  natural  consequence,  the  more 
.  they  read  the  stronger  their  friendship  for  our  institution .     In- 
dulgence  in  mental  improvement  leads  to  habitual  desire  for 
.farther  and  greater  attainments.    These  intellectual  pursuits 
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are  fit  employment  for  boon  of  leisure  from  the  eares  of  life, 
and  are  worthy  of  us  as  intelligent  beings,  who»e  destiny 
partakes  of  immortality. 

The  thanks  of  this  Association  are  due  to  the  following1 
gentlemen  for  their  kindness  in  presenting  to  us  many  valuable 
books  during  the  year  a—Henry  Mayo,  Hon.  Thomas  H.  Ben- 
ton, James  Green,  Daniel  Dana,  of  New  York;  George  T.  M. 
Davis,  of  Washington,  D.  C. ;  John  C.  Tevis,  H.  V.  Poor,  of 
New  York;  Hon.  J,  B.  Bowlin,  C.  G.  Helfenstein,  C.  R# 
Stinde,  James  M,  Douglass,  Jr.,  Wm.  Y.  Patch,  Robert  C. 
Clark,  Benjamin  D.  Boughey,  Robert  Scott,  Dr.  Thomas 
Houghan,  L.  Carr,  J.  Delafield,  Jr.,  Alfred  Vinton,  H.  T. 
Tomlinson,  Augustus  Leman,  S.  Y.  Paptn,  E.  D.  Apple  ton, 
Thomas  Ewbank,  of  Washington,  D.  C. ;  John  T.  Douglass ; 
Wm.  Wood,  of  Canandaigua,  N.  Y. 

The  Indian  Department,  through  the  Smithsonian  Institute, 
hare  donated  to  us  "  Schoolcraft's  History,  Condition  and 
prospects  of  the  Indian  Tribes  of  the  United  States." 

We  are  also  under  obligations  to  the  Mercantile  Library 
Association  of  New  York  for  a  copy  of  their  catalogue ;  and 
to  the  publishers  of  the  following  city  papers  for  files  of  the 
same,  viz :  Republican,  Intelligencer,  Union,  Times,  and  Or*, 
gan  and  Reveille. 

The  St.  Louis  Chamber  of  Commerce  have  also  shown  their 
friendly  feelings  towards  this  Association,  by  donating  us 
complete  files  of  the  London  Times,  and  Washington  Union 
and  Intelligencer,  which  favor  they  propose  to  continue  from 
year  to  year. 

To  your  first  President,  James  E.  Yeatman,  Esq.,  (whose 
zeal  for  your  success  is  unabated,)  you  are  indebted  for  Ken- 
dall's War  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  splendidly 
illustrated. 

That  celebrated  traveler,  F.  X.  Aubry,  Esq.,  well  known 
also  as  an  energetic  and  successful  Mexican  trader,  has  pre- 
sented a  case  of  beautiflilly  mounted  birds,  taken  from  our 
Western  prairies.  It  is  an  object  of  much  attention,  especially 
to  those  who  are  fond  of  ornithology. 

Through  the  attention  of  the  Hon*  H.  S.  Geyer,  Senator 
from  Missouri,  we  have  received  copies  of  several  of  the  early 
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Journals  of  Congress,  which  by  a  former  vote  of  that  body 
were  ordered  to  be  distributed  to  such  literary  institutions  as 
might  be  selected  by  the  representatives  from  the  various 
States.  We  have  assurances  that  we  shall  continue  to  be 
recipients  of  public  documents  from  that  quarter. 

In  conformity  with  article  3,  chapter  3d,  of  the  constitution, 
a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  George  R.  Robinson,  Jas. 
W.  Smith,  and  M.  V.  L.  McClelland,  were  appointed  to  ex- 
amine the  books  and  other  property  of  the  Association,  and 
report  thereon ;  which  report  you  will  find  duly  entered  upon 
our  records. 

Our  library  has  now  become  so  large  and  the  number  of 
readers  so  numerous,  that  the  labor  devolving  upon  this  com- 
mittee is  somewhat  arduous.  We  would,  therefore,  suggest 
to  our  successors  the  propriety  of  closing  the  library  some  two 
or  three  days,  for  the  purpose  of  making  this  examination. 

The  committee  would  thus  be  secure  from  those  constant 
interruptions  to  which  our  present  mode  subjects  them.  We 
feel  confident  that  examinations  made  in  this  way  would  be 
much  more  satisfactory  to  committees,  as  well  as  the  public, 
and  that  the  interests  of  the  Association  would  be  promoted 
thereby.  The  short  time  which  it  would  be  necessary  to 
close  the  library  for  that  purpose,  would  not  seriously  incom- 
mode any  one,  especially  if  a  few  days'  previous  notice  were 
given. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year,  the  Librarian  prepared  a 
supplement  to  our  catalogue,  containing  a  list  of  our  additions 
for  1850.  Nothing  which  we  could  state  within  the  limits 
of  this  report,  in  regard  tb  these  accessions,  would  so  fully 
impress  your  minds  with  the  wonderful  rapidity  of  the  in- 
crease of  books,  as  well  as  their  standard  character — nothing 
would  be  half  so  satisfactory  as  an  examination  of  that  sup- 
plement. It  speaks  for  itself.  It  will,  however,  give  those 
persons  who  have  not  seen  it  some  idea  on  these  points,  when 
we  state  that  the  alphabetical  catalogue  alone  occupies  sixty- 
four  closely  printed  octavo  pages;  the  classification  over 
thirty-seven  pages  more,  to  which  add  six  pages  for  a  list  of 
periodicals  and  other  matter ;  making  in  all  a  volume  of  one 
hundred  and  seven  pages,  as  the  additions  of  a  single  year ! 
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We  had  one  thousand  copies  of  this  supplement  printed, 
which  cost  us  $171.  We  had,  also,  some  one  hundred  and 
fifty  copies  bound  in  one  volume  with  the  old  catalogue. 
The  whole  cost  of  these  catalogues,  including  writing,  binding 
and  printing,  was  $229  40.  The  receipts  for  the  same  have 
thus  far  been  only  $28  45.  These  bound  copies  are  for 
sale  at  the  desk  of  the  Librarian,  at  seventy-five  cents  per 
copy;  as  also  the  supplementary  catalogue,  in  pamphlet 
form,  at  twenty  cents.  The  above  prices  are  merely  the 
net  cost  of  publishing,  and  as  they  place  before  you  at 
a  glance  the  contents  of  your  valuable  library,  we  would 
respectfully  urge  every  member  of  the  Association  to  procure 
a  copy.  They  would  thereby  benefit  themselves,  and  materi- 
ally lessen  the  expense  of  publication  to  the  Association.  Al- 
though the  expense  of  publishing  our  annual  supplement  to 
our  catalogue  makes  a  very  serious  inroad  upon  our  receipts, 
yet  the  advantages  are  so  manifest  that  we  unhesitatingly 
recommend  to  our  successors  its  continuance,  at  least  while 
our  yearly  additions  are  so  extensive. 

By  a  late  arrangement,  the  books  of  the  St.  Louis  Lyceum 
have  become  your  property. 

This  institution  was  established  some  fifteen  years  ago. 
The  object  of  its  founders,  as  appears  by  its  constitution,  was, 
"The  intellectual  improvement  of  its  members,  by  means  of 
debates,  essays  and  lectures."  For  several  years  it  was  pros- 
perous, during  which  time  was  purchased  of  the  "  St.  Louis 
Library  Company"  their  collection  of  books,  which  at  that 
time  amounted  to  some  two  thousand  volumes,  and  which 
constituted,  we  believe,  the  first  public  library  in  St.  Louis. — 
The  Lyceum  continued  to  prosper  for  several  years ;  but, 
from  causes  unknown  to  us,  it  was  at  last  overtaken  by  ad- 
versity. Their  resources,  became  exhausted,  and  the  number 
of  its  members  rapidly  diminished.  Still,  a  few  bold  and 
unyielding  spirits  clung  to  its  waning  fortunes,  with  a  per- 
severance worthy  the  noble  cause  in  which  they  were  en- 
gaged. They  cheerfully  gave  their  time  and  money  towards 
its  support.  By  their  manly  efforts,  it  maintained  a  precarious 
existence  until  the  present  season.  But  it  had  now  become 
so  feeble,  that  its  warmest  friends  were  disheartened.    They 
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finally  concluded  to  submit  to  a  fate  which  their  long  and  gal- 
lant efforts  could  not  avert*  Disdaining,  however,  to  dispose 
of  their  books  for  money,  and  to  appropriate  the  proceeds  to 
the  liquidation  of  their  liabilities,  they  generously  paid  the 
debts  of  the  Lyceum  from  their  own  pockets,  and  then  sought 
for  a  safe  repository  for  its  books,  where  they  might  still  be  of 
service  as  originally  contemplated.  Such  a  repository,  it 
seemed  to  them,  our  Association  offered.  They  opened  nego- 
tiations with  us  upon  the  subject,  which  finally  resulted  in  an 
arrangement,  by  which  their  entire  library,  with  its  records, 
were  transferred  to  us.  It  consisted  of  something  near  two 
thousand  volumes,  and  was  valued  by  the  Lyceum  at  $1,000. 
We  gave  to  each  of  its  members  (now  reduced  to  twenty) 
a  beneficiary  certificate  of  membership  for  ten  years.  These 
conditions  have  been  completed  by  both  contracting  parties. 
The  books  have  been  delivered  to  us,  and  will  soon  be  ar- 
ranged  and  placed  upon  our  shelves.  We  feel  confident  that 
this  arrangement  will  prove  beneficial  to  both  parties.  The 
former  property  of  the  Lyceum  will  be  carefully  preserved* 
and  the  acquisition  of  so  large  a  number  of  books,  and  of 
twenty  active,  stirring  members,  cannot  but  be  beneficial  to 
us.  We  also  acquire  the  records  of  the  first  chartered  literary 
institution  established  in  this  city,  as  we  believe,  and  become 
the  owners  of  the  books  of  its  first  public  library.  Many  of 
the  books  were  donated,  and  contain  the  signatures  of  their 
former  owners,  who  were  among  the  earliest  citizens  of  St 
Louis.  Several  of  them  have  already  passed  from  the  shores 
of  time  to  the  spirit  land.  The  memory  of  their  noble  deeds 
and  worthy  lives  shall  long  survive  them,  and  the  possession 
of  their  autographs  is  really  a  valuable  treasure. 

The  Board  would  here  bear  willing  testimony  to  the  faith- 
ful, and  efficient  manner  in  which  Mr.  Wm.  P.  Curtis,  our 
Librarian,  has  discharged  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  would 
cordially  recommend  to  the  consideration  of  our  successors  a 
continuance  of  his  services,  provided  the  same  can  be  se- 
cured. 

The  selection  of  books  to  be  purchased,  we  have  found  to 
be  one  of  the  most  difficult  and  responsible  duties  devolving 
upon  us.    To  it,  we  have  devoted  much  time  and  careful 
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thought,  and  although  we  may  not  in  every  instance  have 
chosen  wisely,  yet  we  have  endeavored  to  make  our  selec- 
tions so  as  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  the  Association, 
and  to  cater  to  the  diversified  tastes  of  its  numerous  readers* 
In  these  respects  we  trust  we  have  in  some  measure  suc- 
ceeded. As  heretofore  works  of  reference,  of  History,  of 
Commerce,  of  Biography,  of  Voyages  and  Travels,  of  Politi- 
cal Economy,  Poetry,  Science  and  the  useful  Arts,  comprise 
the  bulk  of  our  purchases ;  still  the  Critical  and  Miscellaneous 
departments,  as  also  that  of  Fiction  and  the  Fine  Arts,  have 
not  been  neglected.  We  ask  your  indulgence  while  we 
enumerate  some  of  the  most  valuable  additions  for  this  year. 
Do  not  imagine,  however,  that  we  design  to  read  our  whole 
catalogue  of  purchases.  The  following  list  is  made  almost  at 
random,  and  we  might  add  that  dozens  of  similar  character 
could  be  prepared : 

Annals  of  Congress,  6  vols.,  8vo. 

New  York  Review,  10  vols.,  8vo. 

Harris'  Portraits  of  Game  and  Wild  Animals  of  Southern 
Africa,  folio. 

Annals  of  Philosophy,  3  vols.,  8vo. 

Delafield's  Antiquities  of  America,  4to. 

Chesterfield's  Letters,  Mahan's  edition,  4  vols.,  8vo. 

Nare's  Life  and  Administration  of  Lord  Burghley,  3  vols., 
4to. 

Atlas  to  Tredgold's  work  on  the  Steam  Engine,  folio. 

Barr's  edition  of  Buffon's  Natural  History,  15  vols.,  32mo. 

Morton's  New  England  Memorial,  8vo. 

Andrew's  History  of  War  with  America,  4  vols.,  8vo, 

Barlow  on  the  strength  of  Timber,  8vo. 

Hamilton's  Gallery  of  British  Artists,  4  vols.,  12mo. 

Prior's  Goldsmith's  Works,  4  vols.,  12mo. 

Agassiz's  Lake  Superior,  8vo. 

Andrew's  Marine  Insurance,  2  vols.,  8vo. 

Bryan's  Dictionary  of  Painters,  8vo. 

Owen's  Hints  on  Public  Architecture,  4to. 

Neander's  Church  History,  3  vols.,  8vo. 

Bingham's  Antiquities  of  the  Church,  9  vols.,  8vo. 

Kitto's  Cyclopedia  of  Biblical  Literature,  2  vols.,  8vo. 


Dr.  N.  Lardner's  Theological  Works,  10  vols.,  8ro. 

Sir  U.  Price  on  the  Picturesque,  8vo. 

Humphrey's  Ancient  Coins  and  Medals,  4to. 

Coney's  Beauties  of  Continental  Architecture,  folio. 

Lappenberry's  England  under  the  Saxons. 

Carroll's  Historial  Collection  of  South  Carolina,  S  volumes, 

8vo. 
Brougham's  Speeches,  4  Vols.,  8vo. 
Symmon's  edition  of  Milton's  Prose  Works;  7  vols.,  8vo. 
Burton's  Cromwellian  Diary,  4  vols.,  8vo. 
Blackwood's  Magazine,  1817—1860,  68  vols.,  8vo. 
'  Bronson's  Quarterly  Review,  12  vols.,  8vo. 
Millenial  Harbinger,  1830—1860,  21  vols.,  12mo. 
Hays'  American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,  1827 — 1848, 

32  vols.,  8vo. 
Stith's  History  of  Virginia,  (1747,)  8vo; 

*  Barlow's  Encyclopedia  of  Machinery  and  Manufactures. 
Hope's  Costumes  of  the  Ancients,  2  vols.,  12mo. 
Chillingsworth's  Works,  3  Vols.,  8vo. 

Library  of  Useful  Knowledge,  33  vols.,  8vo. 

Dempsey  on  Railroads. 

Lawson's  History  on  Banking,  12mo. 

Latham's  Varieties  of  Man,  8vo. 

Kenrick's  Ancient  Egypt,  2  vols.,  8vo. 

Canfield's  Portraits,  3  vols.,  8vo. 

Murray's  Home  Books  for  Travelers,  13  vols.,  12mo. 

•  Kugler's  Italian  School  of  Painting,  2  vols.,  12mo. 
Hawksworth's  Voyages,  3  vols.,  4to. 

Watt's  Bibliotheca  Britanica,  4  vols.,  4to. 

Ritter's  Ancient  Philosophy,  4  vols.,  8vo. 

Penny  Magazine,  14  vols.,  imp.  8vo. 

Constable's  Miscellany,  81  vols.,  18mo« 

English  Edition  of  Dicken's  Works,  16  vols. 

London  Banker's  Magazine,  (complete  set,)  8  vols.,  8vo. 

The  total  number  of  volumes  belonging  to  the  Association, 
at  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report,  was  6,142.  We  have 
since  purchased  872,  and  have  had  presented  172,  so  that  we 
now  have  6,186  volumes;  independently  of  those  acquired  of 
the  Lyceum  Association,  of  which  we  estimate  that  not  more 
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than  1,000  volumes  will  be  an  actual  addition  to  our  Library, 
the  remainder  being  either  duplicates,  or  broken  sets,  unfit  for 
use ;  so  that  we  may  safely  say  that  we  now  have  over  7,000 
volumes. 

Surely  the  result  of  our  exertions  may  well  astonish  us. 
Who  so  sanguine,  at  the  commencement  of  our  enterprise, 
as  to  have  anticipated  such  brilliant  success  ?  Starting  from 
nothing  only  six  years  ago,  we  now  find  ourselves  possessed 
of  over  7,000  volumes  of  well  selected  books,  valued  at  $11,- 
270  22,  with  $1,823  62  of  cash  in  our  treasury,  and  other 
valuable  property,  amounting  in  all  to  a  total  of  $14,621  36. 
Yet  this  is  only  the  gain  in  a  pecuniary  view.  Who  shall  es- 
timate the  influence  for  good  which  the  perusal  of  these  thou- 
sands of  volumes  has  exerted  and  shall  continue  to  exert,  not 
only  in  time,  but  also  in  eternity,  upon  the  thousands  of  immor- 
tal spirits  who  shall  have  been  elevated  by  their  soul-stirring 
appeals  ?  For  these  wonderful  results  we  are  indebted  to  the 
high-toned  liberality  of  our  citizens,  which,  though  unostenta- 
tious is  like  the  rain  and  dew  of  heaven,  or  the  light  of  the  bles- 
sed sun,  falling  continually  upon  every  worthy  enterprise  or 
object.  Witness  this  year  the  $10,000  donated  towards  the  es- 
tablishment of  an  Institution  for  the  education  of  the  blind  — 
witness  the  large  sums  so  cheerfully  given  for  the  support  of 
the  Orphan  Asylums,  and  the  still  greater  sums  expended  in 
assisting  and  relieving  poverty  and  misfortune  in  their  mani- 
fold forms.  Well  may  we,  and  every  citizen  of  our  favored 
city,  feel  a  just  pride  in  the  noble  benevolences  of  its  people — 
for  though  silent,  they  yet  speak  in  trumpet  tones  of  the  vita- 
lity of  that  greatest  of  all  christian  virtues — Charity.  They 
tell  us  that  it  dwells  in  our  homes,  and  that  its  precepts  are 
taught  at  our  firesides. 

In  our  last  annual  report,  we  announced  to  you  the  pleas- 
ing fact,  that  our  reading  rooms  had  become  too  circumscrib- 
ed, in  consequence  of  the  large  increase  of  readers,  and  that 
we  had,  at  increased  expense,  greatly  enlarged  them.  Time 
has  since  demonstrated  the  wisdom  of  our  course ;  as  in  no 
other  year,  since  the  formation  of  our  Association,  has  there 
been  such  a  general  resort  to  our  rooms.  The  good  accom- 
plished in  this  way  we  feel  sure  is  worth,  (could  it  be  meas- 
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ured  by  the  medium  of  dollars  and  dimes)  ten  times  over,  all 
the  money  that  we  have  ever  expended  in  establishing  and 
supporting  it. 

In  this  connection  we  would  crave  the  privilege  to  offer  a 
few   thoughts  for  the  consideration  and  encouragement  of 
those  young  men  who  have  thus  made  our  Library  Rooms 
the  resort  of  their  leisure  hours.    We  would  urge  them  to 
contiuue  to  devote  those  hours  to  the  acquirement  of  know* 
ledge,  which  may  be  gathered  from  its  volumes— study  to  gain 
the  untold  wealth  of  wisdom,  for  that  is  a  species  of  wealth 
that  never  depreciates — that  all  the  changes  and  vicissitudes 
of  life  cannot  take  from  you.     Once  yours,  it  is  yours  forev- 
er.    Time   cannot  efface  it,  so  long  as  reason  retains  her 
throne.    Eternity  alone  can  only  suffice  to  unfold  the  extent 
of  its  priceless  worth.     Its  acquisition  will  bring  you  joy  in 
the  days  of  your  youth,  health  and  prosperity — its  possession 
will  cheer  your  hours  of  adversity  and  be  to  you  a  source  of 
consolation  when  the  elasticity  of  youth  shall  have  departed 
with  the  weight  of  increasing  years.     It  gives  to  its  possessor 
influence,  station,  power.    Yes,  it  is  itself  power.    Reflect 
upon  and  contrast  the  advantages  which  the  time,  thus  spent, 
yields,  with  that  spent  in  the  pursuit  of  the  fleeting  pleas- 
ures of  the  moment.     What  do  the  theatre,  the  ball  room,  or 
the  splendidly  furnished  halls,  dedicated  to  Bacchus,  offer  in 
comparison  ?  Nothing  !  absolutely  nothing.    Nay,  worse  than 
nothing !    The  pleasure  and  excitement  of  the  ball  room  and 
theatre  may  occasionally  be  indulged  in  without  detriment : 
those  of  the  latter,  ntwr.     Their  very  atmosphere  is  pesti- 
lential, and  as  fatal  to  moral  character  as  the  sirocco  to  hu- 
man life.    It  palsies — it  blasts  every  lofty  and  ennobling  emo- 
tion of  the  soul.    Shun  the  haunts  of  dissipation  as  you  would 
contagion. 

Steadily  pursue  the  course  that  you  have  begun.  Let  no- 
thing tempt  you  from  it;  it  leads  to  honor,  to  respectability 
in  this  life,  and  aids  us  in  preparing  for  that  higher  life  to 
which  we  are  all  rapidly  hastening.  The  superficial  fop  may 
sneer  at  your  choice ;  the  self- conceited  fool  may  happen  to 
distance  you,  in  reaping  the  emoluments  of  life.  If  such  is 
your  experience  do  not  despair;  in  due  time  you  shall  reap 
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the  reward  of  your  labor  and  toil,  and  shall  have  reason  to 
rejoice  in  the  wisdom  of  your  course.  Self-reliance,  self-cul- 
ture, and  an  humble  trust  in  God's  blessing  on  our  exertions, 
ever  has  been,  and  ever  will  be,  the  true  secret  of  all  hu- 
man success*    In  the  words  of  another : 

44  Lives  of  great  men  all  remind  us, 

We  may  make  our  lives  sublime, 
And  departing  leave  behind  us 

Footprints  in  the  sands  of  time." 

In  obedience  to  the  resolution  adopted  at  your  last  annual 
meeting,  your  Board  prepared  a  charter  for  the  Mercantile 
library  Hall  Company,  and  succeeded  in  getting  it  incorpo- 
rated by  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  approved  February 
17,1851.  We  obtained  subscribers  to  its  capital  stock  of 
some  $45,000.  The  company  accepted  of  said  charter  and 
organized  under  it.  It  then  proceeded  to  select  a  location  for 
a  library  Hall,  and  after  much  inquiry,  finally  purchased,  at 
the  corner  of  Fifth  and  Locust  streets,  a  site  deemed  very  eli- 
gible. It  also  proceeded  to  call  for  instalments  on  the  stock, 
to  the  amount  of  twenty-five  per  cent.,  most  of  which  have 
been  paid.  This  has  been  chiefly  applied  towards  the  pay- 
ment of  the  purchase  of  ground.  The  company  advertised  for 
plans  and  specifications  for  a  Library  Hall,  and  offered  pre- 
miums for  those  three  which  its  Board  of  Directors  might 
think  the  best.  Some  ten  or  twelve  plans  were  submitted, 
and  the  awards  finally  made.  .  A  plan  was  subsequently 
adopted.  A  description  of  it  recently  appeared  in  the  col- 
umns of  one  of  our  daily  papers,  under  the  signature  of 
u  Merchant."  As  many  of  you  may  not  have  seen  it,  and  as 
it  gives  not  only  a  description  of  the  style  of  architecture, 
but  also  of  the  general  arrangements  of  the  interior,  and 
the  purposes  to  which  the  building  will  probably  be  adapted, 
it  is  herewith  submitted  : 

Mercantile  Library  Hall. 

The  Directors  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Company 
have  adopted  for  the  Library  Building  a  design  by  Robert  S. 
Mitchell,  architect  of  this  city.  It  will  be  in  the  Italian  style 
of  architecture.    The  building  will  be  one  hundred  and  five 
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feet  on  Fifth  street,  by  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  on  Ltf- 
oust  street  It  will  be  four  stories  high.  The  principal  front 
is  on  Fifth  street.  The  first  story  wiil  be  open,  with  finely 
wrought  stone  and  iron  pillars,  raised  upon  a  chamfered  base 
and  crowned  with  a  deep  lintel  course,  and  plain,  bold  cor- 
nice, which  will  be  continued  round  the  Locust  street  front 
also.  The  angular  piers  are  to  be  formed  of  massive  blocks 
of  rusticated  ashlar,  and  the  intermediate  ones  finished  with 
neatly  moulded  caps.  The  entrances,  in  both  fronts,  are  dis- 
tinctly marked  by  highly  wrought  stone  columns.  This  sto- 
ry will  form  the  pedestal  or  basement  in  the  general  design. 

The  second  story  will  have  square  headed  windows,  stone 
dressings,  heavy  moulded  cornices,  with  relieved  trusses. 
"The  third  story  windows  will  have  circular  heads,  with 
moulded  architrave  and  impast,  and  will  sit  upon  a  bold, 
moulded  and  continuous  sill  or  string  course,  with  corbals 
under  the  jambs.  These  stories  are  to  be  relieved  at  the  an- 
gles with  channeled  or  rusticated  quoins,  and  crowned  with 
a  Vigaola  cornice,  perhaps  the  boldest  and  most  character- 
istic of  the  Italian  school.  This,  again,  is  to  be  surmounted 
by  a  plain  attic,  appropriately  finished  with  circular  headed 
windows,  arranged  in  couples,  and  recessed;  and  the  whole 
crowned  with  a  bold  blocking  course.  This  is  a  meagre  de- 
scription of  the  building  as  designed.  To  form  a  proper  con- 
ception of  it,  its  magnitude,  and  the  boldness  of  the  cutting 
most  be  taken  into  consideration,  as  well  as  the  play  of  col- 
ors— the  contrast  between  the  stone  dressings  and  the  deep 
red  of  pur  stock  brick,  with  which  the  fronts  are  to  be  faced. 

The  Italian  is  thought,  by  the  eminent  masters  of  the  pre- 
sent day,  to  he  the  style  most  applicable  to  street  architec- 
ture. Its  general  divisions  are  horizontal,  and  its  character 
that  of  rest  and  repose.  In  these  respects  it  seems  peculiar- 
ly applicable  to  the  present  undertaking.  The  proposed 
buildimr  will  be  one  of  the  plainest  of  its  style,  but  the  bold- 
ness of  its  detail,  and.  its  massive  proportions,  will  make  am* 
pie  amends  for  the  absence  of  that  excessive  ornament,  in 
which  the  style  usually  abounds,  whilst  the  ornament  actu- 
ally used,  is  of  the  most  chaste  and  classic  description. 

The  interior  will  be  arranged  with  a  view  to  substantial  con- 
struction and  convenience,  or  fitness  to  the  purposes  for  which 
it  is  intended.  The  first  story,  fourteen  feet  nigh,  will  be  appro- 

()riated  to  stores,  a  largo  refreshment  room,  or  ice  cream  sa- 
oon,  and  to  the  principal  entrances  to  the  apartments  above. 
The  stairway  from  Fifth  street,  will  be  eight  feet  four  inch- 
es wide,  and  that  from  Locust  street  six  feet  wide.    The  se- 
cond story,  twenty  feet  six  inches  in  height,  will  contain  the 
library  rooms  on  the  east,  eighty  by  sixty-four  feet,  subdivid- 
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ed  into  library  proper,  and  capacious,  well  lighted,  reading 
rooms,  and  a  lecture  room  at  the  west  end,  eighty  by  forty- 
four  feet,  with  convenient  retiring  rooms,  ticket  office,  &c. ; 
from  this  story,  two  stairways,  one  eight  feet  six  inches,  and 
the  other  five  feet  ^wide,  will  lead  to  the  third  story,  appro- 
priated to  the  Grand  Hall,  which  will  be  thirty-three  feet  six 
inches  high,  will  extend  one  hundred  ana  five  feet  in  length, 
by  eighty  in  width.  The  Hall  will  be  the  largest,  and  proba- 
bly the  finest  in  the  west. 

The  walls  are  to  be  relieved  with  pilasters  of  the  Corin- 
thian order,  and  an  appropriate  arcade  ;  their  base  raised  up- 
on a  wainscotted  zocco  to  the  height  of  the  window  stools. 
The  ceiling  is  to  be  coved  and  divided  into  compartments, 
and  decorated  in  the  finest  style  of  art.  Attached  to  this 
room  will  be  suits  of  dressing  and  retiring  rooms,  arranged 
with  every  convenience,  both  for  ladies  and  gentlemen,  with 
a  large  reception  room  or  parlor. 

Two  stairways,  one  five  feet  wide,  and  one  four  feet  wide, 
will  lead  from  this  story  to  the  fourth,  in  which  are  to  be  a 
considerable  number  of  small  rooms,  one  large  one,  fifty- 
three  feet  by  sixty-seven  feet,  which,  from  its  fitness' to  that 
use,  is  designed  as  a  Gallery  of  Arts.  For  the  former  pur- 
pose, it  will  be  equivalent  to  a  gallery  upwards  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  feet  in  length,  wherein  the  light  may  be  made 
to  fall  obliquely,  from  a  height  of  twenty-six  feet.  An  idea 
of  the  substantial  character  of  the  building  may  be  gained 
from  the  fact,  that  there  will  be  used  in  its  construction  near- 
ly two  millions  of  hard  and  red  brick.  In  all  parts,  it  is  to 
be  built  in  the  most  massive  and  durable  manner.  The  most 
approved  methods  of  warming  and  ventilation  will  be  em- 
ployed. Besides  accommodations  for  the  library,  rent  free, 
the  public  will  be  provided  with  halls,  much  more  spacious 
and  convenient  than  any  now  in  this  city. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  there  are  two  corridors  and  two 
stairways  of  ample  dimensions.  These  will  furnish  an  easy 
and  secure  means  of  egress  from  the  building,  so  that  great 
crowds  can  rapidly  reach  the  street,  in  case  of  a  panic  pro- 
duced by  an  alarm  of  fire. 

The  magnitude  of  this  undertaking  is  proportioned  to  the 
public  spirit  of  our  merchants,  and  to  the  future  greatness  of 
St.  Louis.  To  accomplish  it,  the  Directors  find  it  necessary 
to  obtain  additional  subscriptions.  Within  a  few  days  they 
will  call  upon  our  citizens  to  solicit  them. 

Let  all  extend  a  helping  hand  in  the  erection  of  an  edifice 
which  will  be  an  ornament  to  our  city — a  monument  of  our 
liberality — and  the  worthy  lodgment  of  a  library,  which  may 
be  expected  to  produce  the  richest  benefits  to  ourselves  and 
to  posterity.  MERCHANT. 
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At  the  time  of  the  organization  of  the  company,  it  was 
hoped  that  a  commencement  of  the  building  would  have  been 
made  the  past  season ;  but  so  much  time  was  consumed  in 
deciding  upon  a  plan,  that  it  was  thought  advisable  by  its 
Directors  to  defer  making  a  beginning  until  the  spring* 
Besides,  they  found  that  they  could  not  erect  a  building 
of  such  dimensions  and  of  such  a  character  as  was  desir- 
ed for  the  money  already  subscribed.  It  was,  therefore, 
decided  to  make  an  effort  to  increase  the  stock  to  $70  or 
$75,000.  That  effort  will  soon  be  made,  and  upon  its  suc- 
cess, in  a  great  measure,  depends  the  consummation  of  their 
enterprise.  The  members  of  this  Association  feel  the  live- 
liest interest  in  the  success  of  those  exertions.  They  cannot 
but  see  that  if  this  attempt  is  successful,  it  will  at  once  give 
us  a  permanent  home,  and  on  such  conditions  that  a  few 
years  would  make  us  the  sole  owners  of  the  building.  This, 
of  course,  is  a  result  most  devoutly  to  be  desired  by  all  our 
members,  and  by  every  friend  of  our  Association. 

The  writer  of  this  report  had  the  honor  to  be  selected  as 
one  of  the  directors  of  the  Library  Hall  Company.  He  has 
endeavored  to  scrutinize,  with  the  closest  attention,  all  their 
plans  and  estimates.  He  feels  the  utmost  confidence,  that  if 
the  plan  actually  adopted  be  carried  out,  it  will  yield  fully 
ten  per  cent,  on  the  investment.  The  subscriptions  made  to 
the  stock  are  upon  the  express  condition  that  all  over  six  per 
cent,  inures  to  the  benefit  of  this  Association.  The  difference 
of  four  per  cent,  gives  us  a  sinking  fund  that  will,  if  proper- 
ly managed,  in  a  few  years  enable  us  to  refund  to  the  original 
stockholders  their  principal  and  interest,  and  make  us  the 
owners  of  real  estate  worth  $100,000. 

We  shall,  at  the  same  time,  have  the  most  ample  accom- 
modations for  our  library,  without  paying  any  rent  whatever- 
The  building  will  also  supply  the  public  with  large  and  con- 
venient halls  for  public  speaking,  exhibitions,  &c. 

The  Legislature  was  exceedingly  liberal  towards  this  Asso- 
ciation, by  exempting  all  property  of  the  Library  Hail  Com- 
pany from  taxation,  so  long  as  any  portion  of  it  was  occu- 
pied by  us  as  a  public  library.  With  all  these  inducements 
we  cannot  but  hope  that  the  "  Hall  Company"  will  succeed 
securing  a  sufficient  amount  of  additional  stock  to  enable 
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them  to  carry  into  effect  this  noble  enterprise.  Merchants  of 
St.  Louis,  and  all  who  enjoy  her  wealth,  we  appeal  to  your 
generosity  and  your  pride  to  sustain  this  undertaking.  Shall 
it  ever  be  said,  that  after  we  had  commenced  so  noble  and 
praiseworthy  an  enterprise,  that  for  the  small  sum  of  $25  or 
$30,000  subscriptions  to  a  stock,  that  we  are  morally  certain 
will  always  pay  six  per  cent,  interest,  and,  consequently, 
will  ever  be  worth  its  par  value — that  for  the  want  of  this 
additional  subscription,  we  were  compelled  to  abandon  it, 
and  thereby  disappoint  the  high  expectations  we  had  raised 
by  our  previous  action  ? — that  for  such  a  cause  the  noble 
structure  we  have  designed  shall  fail  to  be  erected  ? — that 
this  temple  of  science,  which  would  be  the  fit  repository  for 
the  rich  legacy  of  mind,  shall  never  grace  our  city  ?  Shall 
so  small  a  consideration  defeat  the  efforts  of  your  Library 
Association,  and  blast  the  greenest  oasis  that  blooms  in  your 
busy  mart  of  trade  ?  No.  Perish  the  thought !  We  have 
too  much  faith  in  your  liberality,  intelligence,  enterprise  and 
desire  for  the  public  good,  to  believo  it. 

It  would  be  unworthy  your  past  history,  unworthy  the  city 
of  your  affections,  and  a  stigma  on  your  yet  untarnished 
fame.  This  enterprise  must  not  fail;  and  are  we  not  war- 
ranted in  saying  for  you,  that  it  shall  not?  If  such  be  your 
united  resolve,  it  ivill  not.  Let  that  resolution  be  calmly 
but  earnestly  taken,  and  we  may  consider  the  chief  obstacle 
to  its  accomplishment  removed.  Soon  shall  this  lofty  edifice 
greet  the  morning  sun.  In  this  quiet  retreat,  many  a  wea* 
ry  pilgrim  shall  seek  repose  from  the  stormy  scenes  of  life. 
Within  its  massive  walls  many  a  soul  shall  catch  the  vital 
spark  that  leads  to  the  fountain  of  all  Wisdom,  even  to  the 
foot  of  the  Throne  Eternal. 

By  a  reference  to  the  Treasurer's  report,  you  will  perceive 
that  the  increase  of  our  property,  the  past  year,  is  truly 
gratifying.  At  the  commencement,  it  was  valued  at  $11,- 
261  93 ;  and  it  is  now  valued  at  $14,621  35— making  a 
clear  gain  of  $3,335  42,  for  the  past  year,  nearly  doubling 
its  entire  property  in  two  years,  after  defraying  all  expen- 
ses.   We  are  clear  of  all  incumbrance,  as  we  owe  nothing. 
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It  has  ever  been  the  policy  of  this  Association,  thus  far,  to 
keep  clear  of  debt. 

This  we  believe  to  be  one  great  cause  of  its  unparalleled 
success.  At  any  rate,  we  trust  that  our  successors  may  stea- 
dily pursue  the  same  policy* 

finally,  we  now  return  to  you,  its  constituents,  the  trust 
which  your  confidence  reposed  in  us.  We  do  it  with  the 
pleasing  reflection,  that  you  will  select  others  to  watch  over 
and  guide  the  varied  interests  of  this  Association;  so  that 
its  future  may  ever  keep  pace  with  the  spirit  of  our  age, 
which  is  distinguished  as  the  age  of  progress.  Whether  we 
turn  our  vision  to  other  lands,  or  confine  it  to  our  own, 
facts  in  abundance  attest  its  superiority,  in  this  respect,  to 
all  of  its  predecessors.  Events  and  enterprises  of  the  most 
astounding  character,  affecting  the  political,  social  and  mo- 
ral condition  of  millions  of  our  race,  are  continually  being 
opened  to  our  view  or  starting  into  existence.  Afar  be- 
yond the  blue  ocean  wave,  we  see  the  great  heart  of  huma- 
nity uprising  and  struggling  with  the  iron  grasp  of  despot- 
ism, under  which  it  has  groaned  for  centuries.  And  al- 
though at  this  moment  despotism  may  seem  to  have  the  vic- 
tory, and  freedom's  sons  are  mourning  over  theircrushed 
hopes — although  one  of  her  noblest  spirits,  in  theperson  of 
Kossuth,  may  wander  in  exile  ;  and  others  in  the  persons  of 
O'Brien  and  his  associates,  may,  for  a  time,  have  to  submit 
ito  a  felon's  doom,  yet  the  triumphs  of  despotism  shall  be. 
)but  momentary.  The  love  of,  and  desire  for  freedom,  gains 
•strength  under  the  restraint  of  oppression.  Its  holy  aspira- 
tions cannot  be  thus  destroyed,  they  are  only  smothered. 
The  mutterings  of  discontent  in  the  hearts  of  millions  of 
.earth's  oppressed  children,  are  but  the  precurser  of  the  thun- 
derbolt that  shall  overwhelm  every  despotic  throne  in  Chris- 
tendom. Their  hour  of  release  and  of  freedom's  triumph,  is, 
iin  the  Providence  of  God,  approaching.  Our  eyes  may  not 
:see  it — our  ears  may  not  hear  its  lofty  and  exalting  shouts  of 
^deliverance — our  hearts  may  not  be  cheered  by  its  soul-stir- 
ring anthems  of  praise ;  but  if  we  are  not  to  be  thus  favor- 
ed, others  are ;  for,  as  sure  as  God  and  truth  exist,  freedom 
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for  man  and  for  all  men,  regulated  by  laws  of  their  own 
choice,  shall  yet  be  the  priceless  boon  of  our  race. 

But,  to  come  nearer  home,  even  to  our  own  beloved  city". 
Events  of  the  most  momentous  character,  affecting  both  its 
present  and  future  prosperity,  are  transpiring  around  and 
amongst  us.  The  Iron  Horse  is  coming — he  is  one  of  GocPs 
messengers — and  save  and  except  the  Saviour,  the  Bible  and 
the  Printing  Press,  he  is  to  do  more  for  man's  civilization  aad 
elevation  than  any  other  which  has  appeared  since  creation's 
early  dawn.  This  magnificent  valley  id  yet  to  be  the  thea- 
tre of  his  mightiest  efforts,  and  noblest  triumphs.  Its  vast 
fertile  plains  wilt  afford  ample  room  for  the  exercise  of  his 
tireless  energies.  Thousands  of  willing  hearts  and  brawny 
arms  are  smoothing  his  pathway  from  the  east.  Sooft  we 
shall  hear  the  clang  of  his  iron  hoof,  his  shrill  whistle,  arid  see 
his  white  hot  breath  as  he  nears  the  mighty  Father  of  Wa- 
ters. Missouri's  sons  have  caught  the  spirit  of  his  mission, 
and  are  now  preparing  the  iron  track,  to  speed  him  on  his 
way  towards  California's  Golden  Gates,  so  that  ere  long  he 
will  find  an  unobstructed  pathway  from  the  shores  of  the  At- 
lantic to  those  of  the  Pacific.  And  in  another  direction,  of 
almost  equal  importance  to  us,  from  the  shores  of  Hudson's 
Bay,  along  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  Mexican  Gulf, 
these  great  arteries  will  be  interwoven  with  a  net  work  of 
numberless  others  irr  almost  every  possible  direction.  As- 
tounding as  is  now  the  contemplation,  the  reality  is  rapidly 
approaching.  We  shall  soon  begin  to  look  upon  their  com- 
pletion as  a  necessity.  When  we  contemplate  these  coming 
events,  and  the  countless  millions  of  men  that  shall  dwell 
along  their  borders,  and  reflect  that  our  favored  city  is  so 
situated  as  to  become  the  very  heart  and  centre  of  all  these- 
mighty  movements,  the  mind  becomes  overwhelmed,  and  can 
fix  no  limits  to  its  future  destiny. 

Amid  all  these  vast  changes  in  the  material  worid,  the- 
world  of  mind  cannot  and  will  not  slumber.  Therefore  lefe 
us  strive  even  with  more  earnestness,  to  provide  food,  for  its 
nurture  and  growth.  To  educate  and  thereby  elevate  those- 
who  are  to  come  after  us,  so  that  they  may  be  prepared  to. 
"  act  well  their  part,"  as  merchants  and  as  men,  on.  this  ex- 
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panded  theatre  of  action.  Such  is  the  aim  and  tendency  of 
this  Association.  If  we  are  true  to  ourselves  and  to  it,  it 
will  not  fail  in  its  object.  Other  friends  will  arise  to  cherish 
it.  Other  hands  and  hearts  to  support  it,  long  after  the  si- 
lence of  centuries  shall  have  gathered  over  our  tombs.  Let 
us  do  well  our  part,  not  doubting  but  what  others  will  do 
theirs.  And  if  so,  may  we  not  with  confidence  anticipate 
that  the  Mercantile  Library  of  St.  Louis  will,  in  after  times, 
become  as  widely  and  favorably  known  in  the  world  of  let- 
ters, as  will  then  be  the  city  of  its  nativity  in  the  world  of 
Commerce,  Art  and  Manufactures?  Such  is  the  sincere 
wish  of  the  present  retiring  Board  of  Directors,  in  which  its 
every  true  friend  will  readily  join- 
On  behalf  of  the  Board. 

HUDSON  E.  BRIDGE,  President. 
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George  Erikine,- 
NY  J.  Eatonv 
Edwin  EhW 
Cyrus  Eby, 
Richard  S.  Elliott, 
Ben.  Farrar, 
Andrew  Fleming,  Jr,, 
Arcb^.  Gamhle, 

B.  I.  Gilman, 

W.  F.  Grossheider, 

H.  P.  Goodrich, 


Jes  Wood*,  Jr., 
Fred.  We.W>, 
E^  Wilmot, 
W.  H.  Whitehead, 
W.  H.  Waters, 
James  Wykeham, 
Thomas  Webster, 
Barrett  Williams,. 
Chas.  W.  Walter,. 
Henry  F.  Watson, 
Isaac  Wyman. 


Thoa.  T.  Gontt, 
S.  H,  Gardiner, 
A.  M.  Gardner, 
M.  L.  Gray, 
3riton  A.  Hill, 
Wm.  M.  Hough, 
Wm.  Haywood, 
R.  M.  Henning, 

R.  S.  Holmes, 

• »  . 

Thos.  Houghan, 
Nath'l  Holmes, 
James  Henry, 
F.  Henry, 
Geo.  F.  H#l, 
N.  L.  Hprpsby, 
T.  J.  Homerj 
A.  L.  Holniesy 
A,  Hotchkias, 
Henry  Hitchcock, 
T.  R.  E.  Harvey, 
S.  A..  Holmes, 
Oliver  A.  Hart, 
Samuel  Halght, 
Heber  A.  Hough, 
Chester  Harding,  Jr., 
Rich'd  P.  Johnston, 
Thomas  Jackson, 
Jno..  B.  Johnson, 
Charles  G.  Jones, 
Wm,  T.  Knapp, 
Wm.  C.  Kennett, 
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F.  Kretschmar, 
George  Kingsland, 
James  P.  Kirkwood, 
Henry  King, 
Z.  T.  Knott, 
John  M.  Krum, 
Isaac  H.  Keim, 
Lewis  F.  Lacy, 
£.  Long, 
John  Laughton, 
S.  Levering, 
P.  A.  Ladue, 
Abram  Litton, 
John  £.  Liggett, 
Moses  L.  Linton, 
L.  A.  Labeaume, 
J.  McNutt, 

C.  de  Montreville, 
H.  C.  Marthens, 
James  Meegan. 
Charles  Marlow, . 
A.  McDowell, 

'  J.  D.  Manny, 
Francis  McFaul, 

D.  S.  Morrison, 
R.  S.  Mitchell, 
Wm,  J.  Mackey, 
Thomas  Mc Martin, 
J.  B.  McDowell, 
R.  W.  McDaniel, 
Geo.  B.  Michael, 


W.  S.  McKee, 
J.  Magehan, 
A.  S.  Mitchell, 
Wm.  M.  McPherson, 
Wm.  L.  Nalley, 
Samuel  Nourse, 
J.  D.  Osborne, 
Thos.  O'Sullivan, 
Charles  Plagge, 
Charles  A.  Pope, 
Wm.  M.  Post, 
Pierre  M.  Papln, 
L.  F.  Payson, 
Geo.  P.  Plant, 
Jonathan  A.  Ross, 
John  Renfrew, 
W.  S.  Russell, 
Jos.  Ridgeway, 
A.  S.  Rutherfurd, 
Eben  Richards, 
A.  C.  Robertson, 
Charles  O.  Sheltou, 
T.  L.  Salisbury, 
W.  T.  Sherman, 
Chas.  Smith, 
John  B.  Sarpy, 
John  Shaw,  No.  2, 
Jas.  T.  Sweringen, 
John  R.  Shepley, 
Thos.  L.  Snead, 
Thos.  Stocksdale, 


J.  T.  Sullivan. 
Geo.  Shaffner, 
John  F.  Scott, 
John  Shobe, 
J.  N.  Starkweather, 
J.  W.  Skinner, 
J.  C.  P.  Smith, 
Geo.  Todd, 
J.  Throckmorton,. 
Albert  Todd, 
James  Taussig, 
Wm.  E.  Thorne, 
Frank.  W.  Vogdes, 
Stewart  Van  Vliet, 
P.  L.  Vandeventer, 
Chas.  T.  Wilgus, 
Daniel  T.  Wright, 
W.  E.  Weissenfels, 
John  G.  Wood, 
Wm.  Warder, 
Richard  J.  Waters, 
Asa  Wilgus, 
Wm.  T.  Welckcr, 
Edward  Wyman, 
John  S.  Watson, 
W.  S.  Wright, 
L  S.  Weston, 
J.  B.  Wilcox* 
J.  T.  Wise, 
Jas.  C.  Wright* 


Josiah  Dent, 
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John  A.  Dougherty,        Junius  Hall, 
Abbot  Lawrence. 

HONORARY  MEMBERS,  EX-OFFICIO. 

Senators  from  Missouri  in  United  "States  Congress, 
Representatives      "        "         "        "  " 
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Representatives   "  **  "        *'  •* 

President  of  the  Boston  Mercantile  Library  Association. 
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ANNUAL  MEETING. 


At  an  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Mercan- 
tile Library  Hall  Company,  held  at  the  rooms  of  the  St.  Louis 
Mercantile  Library  Association,  on  Monday  evening,  Janu- 
ary 19,  1852  : 

On  motion  of  Wayman  Crow,  Esq.,  J.  1L  Lucas,  Esq.,  was 
called  to  the  chair,  and  on  motion  of  H.  E.  Bridge,  Esq.,  C. 
K.  Dickson  and  S.  Humphreys  were  appointed  Secre- 
taries. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer  and  Auditing  Committee  were 
read  by  William  M.  Morrison,  Esq.,  and  approved. 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors  was  then  read  by  A. 
Vinton,  Esq.,  and, 

On  motion,  was  approved  and  ordered  to  be  printed 
in  the  daily  papers,  together  with  the  proceedings  of  this 
meeting. 

On  motion  of  Wm.  M.  Morrison,  Esq.,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  twenty-four  be  appointed 
by  the  Chair  to  solicit  subscriptions  to  the  stock  of  the  Mer- 
cantile Library  Hall  Company. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed : 

A.  Vinton,  H.  E.  Bridge,  R.  Campbell, 

A.  Abeles,  W.  H.  Belcher,  A.  B.  Chambers, 

J.  A.  Allen,  Jos.  Char  less,  Morris  Collins, 

J.  H.  Alexander,       Wayman  Crow,  J.  E.  Woodruff, 

John  How,  Wm.  M.  Morrison, 

Chas.  K.  Dickson,  Solon  Humphreys, 

J.  R.  Hammond,  I.  H.  Sturgeon, 

J.  B.  Sickles,  Jno.  T.  Douglass. 


C.  P.  Chouteau, 
Calvin  McClung, 
Hiram  Shaw, 
J.  E.  Yeatman, 
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The  stockholders  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Direc- 
tors for  the  ensuing  year,  which  resulted  in  the  election  of 
the  following  gentlemen : 

John  A.  Allen,  George  Collier,  Alfred  Vinton,  Conrad  R. 
Stinde,  J.  E.  Yeatman,  Hudson  £.  Bridge,  Wm.  M.  Morrison, 
H.  D.  Bacon,  and  Wayman  Crow. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  adjourned. 

J.  H.  LUCAS,  Chairman. 

C.  K.  Dickson,        7  gecPetarie8 
Solon  Humphreys,  $  &ecretane«- 


REPORT 


or 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


OF  TEE 


mier;ca;ntile  library  hall  company, 


OF  ST.  LOUIS,  TO  THE  STOCKHOLDERS. 


Gentlemen  :  Your  Company  was  incorporated  by  act  of" 
Assembly,  approved  February  17th,  1851,  and  was  organ- 
ized by  a  meeting  of  subscribers,  held  May  2d,  1851.  You 
then  instructed  the  Board  to  draft  a  Constitution  and  By- 
Laws,  and  to  report  them  at  a  called  meeting.  On  the  10th 
of  June  last,  the  Board  reported  the  Constitution  and  By- 
Laws  now  in  force,  of  which  a  printed  copy  is  herewith  sub- 
mitted. At  the  same  meeting  the  Board  was  ordered  to 
purchase  one  hundred  and  fifteen  feet  of  ground  on  the 
southwestern  corner  of  Locust  and  Fifth  streets,  running 
westwardly  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  feet  to  an  alley, 
as  a  site  for  a  Library  Hall.  These  instructions  have  been 
obeyed  by  the  purchase  from  Mr.  Alexander  Finley  of  fifty- 
seven  and  a  half  feet  of  ground  at  the  corner  of  Fifth  and 
Locust  streets,  for  the  sum  of  $13,600 ;  and  of  fifty-seven 
and  a  half  feet  next  adjoining,  for  $12,000.  This  last  named 
lot  is  claimed  by  Col.  Brant,  and  also  by  Mr.  Robertson, 
both  of  whom  have  executed  bonds  to  convey  their  title  to 
us  so  soon  as  it  shall  be  established  by  law,  we  paying  the 
purchase  money  to  the  successful  litigant. 

Having  obtained  a  site,  the  Board  turned  its  attention  to 
the  preparation  of  plans  for  a  Library  building.  They  found 
the  subject  complicated  by  many  difficulties,  and  by  much 
difference  of  opinion.    Had  it  been  a  question  simply  of 
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size,  of  cost,  of  revenue,  of  adaptation  for  a  Library,  of  in- 
terior arrangement,  or  of  architectural  taste;  had  it  been 
y  oneof  these,  we  could  not  long  have  hesitated.  But  to 
decide  all  these  questions,  and  to  combine  these  and  other 
equally  important  features  in  one  edifice,  your  Board  found 
to  be  a  task  of  extreme  difficulty.  Ordinarily,  architectural 
design  is  governed  by  unity  of  purpose.  In  churches,  we 
provide  solely  for  religious  worship ;  in  city  Halls,  for  muni- 
cipal officers;  in  theatres,  for  dramatic  representations;  in 
lecture  rooms,  for  speakers  and  their  audiences  ;  in  Libraries, 
for  books  and  their  readers.  But  in  designing  your  building, 
we  had  to  consider  how  we  could  provide  the  Library  Asso- 
ciation with  eligible,  spacious  and  attractive  apartments,  rent 
free ;  iiow  we  could  so  arrange  the  remainder  of  the  building 
that  its  revenue  should  annually  defray  the  cost  of  insurance, 
epairs  and  attendance,  and  still  pay  you  six  per  cent,  inter- 
est upon  your  whole  investment  for  ground  and  construction ; 
how  we  could  add  an  architectural  ornament  to  the  city; 
how  we  could  provide  for  public  assemblages,  larger  halls 
than  any  now  here,  and  finally,  how  all  could  be  accomplish- 
ed with  the  limited  means  at  our  disposal. 

That  we  might  act  with  enlightened  judgment,  we  adver- 
tised in  the  city  papers  for  plans  and  specifications  for  a 
Library  Building,  and  offered  premiums  of  $150  for  that 
plan,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  was  the  best ;  and 
$60  each,  for  those  three  plans,  which,  in  their  opinion,  were 
the  next  best.  At  the  request  of  architects  who  signified 
their  intention  to  draw  plans,  an  extension  of  the  time  orig- 
inally fixed  for  their  reception,  was  granted.  Eleven  plans 
were  offered,  by  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Andrews,  Barnett,  Edgart, 
Walsh,  Greenleaf,  Johnson,  Mitchell,  Pond,  Vogdes  and 
Wright,  all  of  whom  are,  or  were  until  lately,  residents  of 
St.  Louis.  Nearly  all  of  these  plans  possessed  a  high  degree 
of  merit,  and  gratified  the  Board  by  the  evidence  they  fur- 
nished that  we  had  amongst  us  so  many  skillful  draughtsmen, 
and  able  architects.  We  take  this  occasion  to  express  our 
acknowledgements  to  all  these  gentlemen  for  their  valuable 
services,  and  to  state,  in  justice  to  those  whose  plans  received 
no  premium,  that  the  fact  is  to  be  ascribed  to  no  want  of 
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talent  on  their  part,  bat  to  their  uncertainty  respecting  the 
kind  of  building  contemplated  by  the  Board. 

The  eleven  plans  tendered,  offered  such  a  variety  of  advan- 
tages, that  we  were  embarrassed  in  making  a  choice.  Some 
displayed  superior  knowledge  of  construction ;  and  some 
were  recommended  by  commodious  interior  arrangements ; 
jproe  excelled  in  grandeur  of  appearance,  and  some  in  ele- 
gance of  ornament ;  while  others  promised  to  unite  cheap- 
ness with  a  liberal  revenue.  None  of  the  plans,  however, 
fully  met  the  ideas  of  the  Board,  and  it  was  only  after  pro- 
longed consideration,  and  with  hesitancy,  that  the  premium 
of  $160  was  awarded  to  Mr.  Robert  S,  Mitchell,  and  the 
three  premiums  of  $60  each,  to  Messrs.  George  J.  Barnett, 
Charles  H.  Pond,  and  £.  Greenleaf. 

Unable  to  adopt  entirely  any  one  of  the  plans,  the  Board 
appointed  a  committee  of  three  of  their  own  members,  to 
whom  all  of  the  plans  were  referred,  with  instructions  to  pre- 
pare another,  which  should  unite,  in  a  greater  degree  than 
any  of  those  presented,  all  of  the  objects  of  the  Company. 
This  committee  had  the  subject  in  charge  for  several  weeks, 
obtained  the  aid  of  architects  and  mechanics,  and  at  length 
reported  two  plans,  which  underwent  critical  examination  by 
the  Board  at  numerous  meetings,  extending  through  several 
weeks.  On  the  2d  of  December  last,  one  of  these  plans  was 
adopted  by  the  Board,  and  is  that  herewith  submitted.  It 
was  drawn  by  Mr.  Robert  S.  Mitchell,  Architect,  and  is  for  a 
building  106  feet  on  Fifth  street,  by  127  feet  on  Locust  street, 
and  four  stories  high,  the  principal  front  on  Fifth  street. 
There  are  two  entrances ;  one  on  Fifth  street,  and  the  other 
on  Locust  street,  communicating  with  each  other  by  distinct 
corridors  of  ample  dimensions,  and  by  separate  flights  of 
stairs,  with  all  parts  of  the  house.    The  Fifth  street  stairs  are 

eight  feet  four  inches  wide,  and  start  from  a  vestibule  of . 

The  stairs  on  Locust  street  are  six  feet  wide,  and  lead  from 
and  to,  passages  of  fourteen  feet  in  width.  Assemblies  filling 
the  lecture  rooms  to  their  full  capacity,  can,  by  these  ample 
avenues,  securely  escape  from  the  building,  should  a  sudden 
alarm  cause  their  precipitate  retreat.  Both  of  these  principal 
entrances  are  embellished  by  cut  stone  columns,  with  foliated 
capitals. 
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There  are  cellars  beneath  the  whole  building.  On  the 
ground  floor  are  four  stores,  and  a  {large  refreshment  saloon 
with  appendages  adapting  it  for  furnishing  suppers  for  balls 
and  parties  when  necessary. 

In  the  second  story  is  a  lecture  room,  of  about  the  size  and 
proportions  of  the  largest  now  in  St.  Louis,  and  having  con- 
nected with  it,  a  ticket  office,  two  dressing  rooms  and  a  re- 
ception parlor.  On  this  floor  also,  are  the  library  and  read- 
ing rooms,  eighty  feet  on  Fifth  street,  by  sixty-four  feet  on 
Locust  street,  having  a  librarian's  room  attached.  The  Li- 
brary has  a  delightful  situation  at  the  corner  of  Fifth  and 
Locust  streets,  where  it  commands  abundance  of  light  and 
air,  and  an  extensive  view  along  both  streets.  These  advan- 
tages may  be  enjoyed  to  perfection  on  the  balconies  project- 
ing from  both  fronts.  The  second  story  is  so  arranged,  that 
it  may,  whenever  necessary,  at  a  small  expense,  be  entirely 
appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  Library,  as  one  vast  apart- 
ment of  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  feet  on  Locust  street, 
by  eighty  feet  on  Fifth  street,  and  yet  have  five  auxiliary 
rooms. 

In  the  third  story  is  a  grand  hall,  eighty  feet  on  Fifth  street, 
by  one  hundred  and  five  feet  on  Locust  street,  having  con- 
nected with  it,  a  ticket  office,  three  dressing  rooms,  a  recep- 
tion parlor,  and  several  other  apartments.  Its  decorations 
correspond  with  its  objects  and  magnitude,  and  are  bold, 
graceful  and  superb.  It  has  no  galleries,  yet  seats  upwards 
of  two  thousand  persons,  and  in  this  respect  supplies  what 
has  long  been  a  desideratum  bin  St.  Louis.  Its  capacity  is 
more  than  double  that  of  any  hall  in  the  city  now  used  for 
lectures  or  concerts.  As  our  population  augments,  the  need 
of  such  a  hall  will  be  increasingly  felt ;  and  we  confidently 
anticipate  that  no  slight  degree  of  popularity  will  attach  to 
the  Library  Building,  from  the  circumstance,  that  there,  many 
large  assemblages  will  convene,  for  which  all  other  halls  in 
St.  Louis  will  be  too  small.  In  the  fourth  story,  are  twenty 
lodging  rooms  and  an  apartment,  fifty  three  by  sixty-seven 
feet,  which  may  be  used  as  a  gallery  of  arts,  for  which  it  is 
well  adapted ;  or  as  a  society  room,  for  some  of  the  numerous 
asspciations  with  which  St.  Louis  abounds. 
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The  building  is  in  the  Italian  style  of  architecture,  with  a 
sparing,  but  judicious,  and  impressive,  use  of  ornament.  The 
lower  story  forms  the  basement  of  the  edifice,  and  on  Fifth 
street,  is  open,  with  iron  pillars  and  stone  columns.  These 
support  a  deep  lintel  course,  and  a  plain  cornice,  which  are 
carried  round  the  north  front.  The  piers  at  the  corners  of 
the  basement  consist  of  large  blocks  of  cut  stone.  The  win- 
dows in  the  second  story  have  square,  and  those  in  the  third 
story  circular,  heads,  and  all  have  spirited  stone  dressings. 

The  second  and  third  stories  form  the  principal  elevation, 
and  are  surmounted  by  a  conspicuous  bracketed  cornice,  and 
are  still  further  distinguished,  by  rusticated  quoin  stones  at 
the  angles.  The  fourth  story  is  an  attic,  and  the  whole  facade 
is  crowned  by  an  effective  blocking  course. 

Both  fronts  are  composed  mainly  of  stock  brick  and  cut 
stone.  These  materials  are  durable,  and  not  easily  discolor- 
ed. They  are  comparatively  inexpensive ;  they  contrast 
finely  with  each  other,  and  as  here  managed,  produce  the 
happiest  architectural  effect. 

It  is  the  wish  of  the  Board  to  commence  building  as  early 
next  spring  as  the  weather  will  permit.  They  have  made  no 
contracts  for  construction,  not  having  yet  obtained  the  nec- 
essary subscription  of  funds. 

Carefully  considered  estimates  of  the  cost  of  this  structure, 
place  the  amount  at  about  $70,000,  which,  with  the  cost 
of  the  ground,  will  make  $95,000,  or  say  in  round  figures, 
$100,000. 

The  amount  of  stock  now  subscribed,  is  upwards  of  ($50,- 
000)  fifty  thousand  dollars.  In  pursuance  of  your  vote  of 
June  10th,  we  'called  for  25  per  cent,  of  the  subscription,  of 
which  a  little  less  than  $10,000  has  been  paid,  the  Treasurer 
pressing  his  collection,  no  farther  than  was  actually  necessa- 
ry to  meet  the  wants  of  the  company.  The  receipts  and 
disbursements  you  have  learned  from  the  report  of  the 
Treasurer.  To  carry  out  the  enterprise  as  now  projected, 
will  require  an  additional  subscription  of  $50,000.  In  asking 
for  this  large  sum,  we  shall,  at  the  threshold,  be  met  by  the 
enquiry,  can  the  undertaking,  as  now  planned,  be  successfully 
executed  ?    To  which  we  answer  unhesitatingly,  yes,  it  can. 
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This  branch  of  the  subject  has  two  aspects,  and  we  will  look 
at  both.  First,  can  the  necessary  funds  foe  obtained;  and  sec- 
ondly, will  stockholders  certainly  receive  six  per  cent,  upon 
their  investment. 

We  look  chiefly  to  the  mercantile  community  for  money, 
and  they  are  a  wealthy,  prosperous  and  an  influential  class 
in  St.  Louis.  The  sum  we  lack  is  not  large,  when  considered 
with  reference  to  their  resources,  their  enterprise,  and  their 
public  spirit.  We  are  prepared  to  say  that  the  building,  as 
designed,  will  pay  the  cost  of  repairs,  insurance,  attendance, 
and  all  other  charges,  besides  six  per  cent,  per  annum  upon 
the  whole  investment  for  ground  and  building.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  by  act  of  Assembly,  and  in  the  words  of 
your  charter,  "  the  funds  of  the  corporation  are  exempted 
from  taxation, "  and  their  "  ground  and  building,  while  the 
same,  or  any  part  thereof,  shall  be  occupied  and  used  as  a 
public  library,  shall  not  be  subject  to  taxation.  "  We  be- 
lieve that  at  a  moderate  estimate,  inclusive  of  an  annual 
payment  of  $1,000  from  the  funds  of  the  Mercantile  Library 
Association,  that  10  per  cent,  of  your  capital  will  be  return- 
ed to  you  in  the  first  five  years;  15  per  cent,  in  the  nex  t  five 
years,  and  25  per  cent,  in  each  of  the  three  succeeding  peri- 
ods of  five  years ;  or  that  in  twenty-five  years  your  whole 
outlay  will  have  been  repaid,  besides  a  regular  annual  inter- 
est of  six  per  cent. 

What  a  result  your  munificence  will  then  have  accomplish- 
ed !  By  the  loan  of  money  upon  real  estate  security,  for 
which  you  will  hold  certificates  of  stock,  transferable  upon 
the  books  of  this  Company,  and  bearing  ag  interest  of  six 
per  cent.,  you  will  have  adorned  St.  Louis  with  one  of  its 
most  conspicuous  architectural  ornaments ;  you  will  have 
kept  the  Mercantile  Library  Association  rent  free  for  twenty- 
five  years  ;  you  will  have  endowed  that  most  important  and 
valuable  institution  with  real  estate  then  worth  considerably 
more  than  $100,000 ;  you  will  have  established  it  upon  a 
permanent  basis ;  having  secured  to  it  an  annual  income 
thenceforward  of  $10,000 ;  and  you  will  have  indissolubly 
connected    your  names  with    its    history.      That    history 
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is  already  creditable,  and   is  destined  to  be  splendid  and 
glorious. 

With  an  income  of  ten  thousand  dollars  a  year,  the  fruits 
of  your  bounty  and  wise  forecast,  added  to  a  revenue  of 
$6,000  more  from  its  own  membership,  it  will  then  be  a 
powerful  body,  the  favorite  and  the  pride  of  merchants,  me- 
chanics, professional  men  and  society  at  large.  Its  exist- 
ence will  add  a  new  charm  to  residence  here,  and  its  quiet 
and  gentle  influences  will  be  sweetly  felt  in  our  homes.  Its 
library  will  then  increase  in  a  ratio  exceeded  by  very  few  in 
this  country;  and  it  may  happen,  that  St.  Louis  will  become 
celebrated  for  its  great  library,  and  yet  more  famous  for  the 
intellectual  character  of  its  merchants,  who,  while  clerks, 
acquired  a  taste  for  reading,  and  habits  of  mental  culture, 
within  the  walls  you  are  now  called  upon  to  erect.  What 
an  illustrious  consummation  of  a  work  begun  only  six  years 
ago,  by  some  now  present. 

We  have  now  the  pleasure  of  announcing  an  instance  of 
princely  liberality  on  the  part  of  an  eminent  banker  of  this 
city,  of  which  it  is  hard  to  say  whether  it  confers  greater 
honor  upon  the  Mercantile  Library  Association,  for  whose 
benefit  it  is  intended,  or  upon  the  gentleman  whose  powerful 
assistance  it  has  so  opportunely  received.  Henry  D.  Bacon, 
Esq.,  has  authorized  us  to  state  that  he  will  take  stock  in  your 
Company  to  the  amount  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  if  the 
remainder  of  the  necessary  funds  are  obtained.  That  unpro- 
vided balance  is  thirty  thousand  dollars.  Incited  by  this  sig- 
nal example  of  public  spirit  and  benevolence,  there  can  no 
longer  remain  a  doubt  that  our  citizens  will  at  once  subscribe 
the  balance  of  the  un taken  stock.  When  informed  of  the 
precarious  situation  of  the  enterprise,  Mr.  Bacon  promptly 
came  to  the  rescue,  and  is  therefore  justly  entitled  to  the 
enviable  distinction  of  having  ensured  its  triumphant  success. 
Not  less  certainly  has  he  at  one  stride  taken  the  foremost 
rank  among  the  friends  and  benefactors  of  the  Mercantile 
Library  Association. 

Although  all  other  contributions  to  our  object  are  now 
quite  eclipsed  by  his  magnificent  subscription,  we  hope  the 
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eclat  that  mast  attend  so  shining  an  action,  will  produce  imi- 
tators of  his  precedent. 

May  there  be  many  competitors  in  the  generous  rivalry, 
emulous  of  his  example,  and  eager  to  share  the  renown  that 
follows  deeds  so  brillant  and  disinterested. 

Shall  this  undertaking  now  fail  for  want  of  thirty  thou- 
sand dollars  from  a  community  so  opulent  and  prosperous 
as  ours  ?  Forbid  it,  citizens  of  St  Louis !  Inscribe  your 
names  on  the  roll  of  the  early  patrons  of  the  Mercantile  Li- 
brary Association.  It  is  a  record  which  will  confer  upon 
yon  honorable  fame  as  long  as  you  live ;  which  dying,  you 
will  not  wish  to  blot!  which  will  reflect  lustre  upon  your 
descendants,  and  will  brighten  with  each  succeeding  year. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  on  behalf  of  the 
Directors. 

ALFRED  VINTON,  President. 

St.  Louis,  January  19,  1852. 
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TERMS    OF    MEMBERSHIP. 


[Extract  from  the  Constitution  of  the  St.  Louit  Mercantile  Library  Association.] 
CHAPTER  I,  Article  hi.  Any  person  engaged  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits may,  upon  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  become  a  mem- 
ber of  this  Association,  on  the  following  terms :  Subscribing  the  Con- 
stitution ;  and,  if  a  clerk,  paying  an  initiation  fee  of  two  dollars,  and  the 
further  sum  of  seventy-five  cents  quarterly  in  advance  ;  and,  if  in  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account,  paying  an  initiation  fee  of  five  dollars,  and  the 
farther  sum  of  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  semi-annually,  in  advance. 

Art.  v.  Persons  not  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  may,  upon  the 
approval  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  the  semi-annual  payment,  in 
advance,  of  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  become  beneficiary  members, 
entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  regular  membership,  excepting  the  right 
to  vote  and  hold  office. 

[Extract  from  Regulations  of  the  Library.'] 

Art.  i.  The  Library  and  Reading  Rooms  shall  be  open  every  day 
from  12  o'clock,  M.,  until  2  o'clock,  P.  M.;  from  3  o'clock,  P.  M.,  to  6 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  from  7  o'clock,  P.  M..  to  10  o'clock,  P.  M .,  except- 
ing Sundays,  the  Fourth  of  July,  Christmas,  and  New  Year. 

Art.  ii.  The  Librarian  shall  deliver  to  any  member  applying,  per- 
sonally, or  to  his  written  order,  one  volume,  if  it  be  a  folio,  or  quarto  ; 
and  one  book  or  set,  (not  exceeding  three  volumes,)  if  an  octavo,  a  duo- 
decimo, or  volume  of  less  size. 

Art.  xii.  Every  member  may  detain  each  book  or  set,  delivered 
aforesaid,  if  it  be  a  foli  j  or  quarto,  four  weeks ;  an  octavo,  three  weeks ; 
or  a  book,  or  a  set  of  less  size,  two  weeks ;  except  new  publications, 
which,  until  they  have  been  in  the  Library  two  months,  shall  not  be 
detained,  an  octavo  longer  than  two  weeks,  and  books  of  less  size,  one 
week,  and  which  shall  not  be  renewed.  No  book  shall  be  reserved  by 
the  Librarian  for  any  director  or  member. 

Art.  xih.  Any  member  who  shall  detain  a  book  or  set,  longer  than 
the  time  above  limited,  respectively,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  Libra- 
rian, for  every  day  a  volume  is  so  detained,  if  it  be  a  folio,  four  cents  ;  a 
quarto,  three  cents ;  an  octavo,  two  cents  ;  if  it  be  a  duodecimo,  or  smaller 
volume,  or  pamphlet,  one  cent ;  Provided,  always,  if  a  whole  set  be  taken 
out,  and  a  part  of  it  detained  longer  than  the  time  above  limited,  the  fine 
shall  be  exacted  for  each  book  not  returned ;  and  if  such  book  be  detained 
one  week  beyond  the  time  above  limited,  the  forfeiture  shall  be  double. 
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ANNUAL   MEETING. 


At  the  fifth  annual  meeting  of  the  St.  Louis  Mercantile  Li- 
brary Association,  held  at  Wyman's  Hall,  on  the  evening  of 
the  14th  inst.,  the  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Hudson  E. 
Bridge,  Esq.,  on  whose  motion  Luther  M.  Kennett,  Esq., 
Mayor  of  the  City,  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  on  motion  of 
A.  Vinton,  Geo.  R.  Robinson  and  W.  C.  Carr,  were  ap- 
pointed Secretaries. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting  were  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

Mr.  S.  C.  Stewart,  Treasurer  of  the  Association,  then  pre- 
sented his  report,  which  was  approved. 

The  report  of  the  Auditing  Committee  was  then  read,  sta- 
ting that  they  had  examined  the  Treasurer's  account  and 
vouchers,  and  found  the  same  to  be  correct. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Association  was  read  by  the  Presi- 
dent, and  on  motion  of  Geo.  K.  Budd,  was  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vinton,  seconded  by  Mr.  R.  P.  Perry,  the 
Board  of  Directors  were  instructed  to  print  one  thousand 
copies  of  the  report. 

Mr.  Alfred  Vinton  offered  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  our  thanks  are  due,  and  are  hereby  warmly 
given  to  Hudson  E.  Bridge,  Esq.,  for  the  diligence  and  energy 
which  he  has  displayed  as  President  of  the  Mercantile  Library 
Association  during  the  past  year. 

Resolved,  That  we  highly  value  the  labors  of  the  present 
Board  of  Directors,  and  thank  them  for  the  vigor,  prudence 
and  success  of  their  administration. 


After  a  few  eloquent  remarks  by  the  mover  of  the  resolu- 
tions, to  the  effect  that  he  would  be  far  from  offering  them  as 
a  mere  matter  of  form,  but  only  because  they  were  richly  de- 
served— they  were  ably  seconded  and  sustained  by  Mann  But- 
ler and  G.  K.  Budd,  Esqs. 

The  chairman  of  the  meeting  submitted  the  resolutions  with 
a  few  remarks,  stating  that,  when  a  little  more  than  five  years 
ago,  he  had  met  together  with  a  few  of  the  first  friends  of  this 
Association,  it  could  then  have  been  but  little  hoped  that  it 
should  so  rapidly  have  attained  its  present  success,  as  shown 
by  the  able  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors.     That  all  should 
feel  the  more  disposed  to  foster,  (as  the  speaker  should,)  to 
second  and  aid  in  carrying  out  the  suggestions  of  the  Presi- 
dent. 
The  resolutions  were  then  unanimously  adopted. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Butler,  Mr.  Budd's  notice,  given  at  the 
last  annual  meeting,  for  amendment  of  Article  — ,  Section  — , 
of  Constitution,  was  called  up  for  action. 

The  requirement  of  the  Constitution,  that  notice  of  a  pro- 
posed amendment  should  be  given  to  the  Board  one  month 
previous  to  the  annual  meeting,  not  having  been  complied  with, 
no  action  could  be  taken. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  M.  Morrison,  seconded  by  Mr.  R.  J. 
Lackland,  the  reports  of  the  Board  and  Treasurer,  were  or- 
dered to  be  printed  in  four  daily  newspapers,  the  Union,  Re- 
publican, Intelligencer  and  Times. 

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Budd,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Butler, 
that  the  Directors  of  this  Association  be  instructed  to  prepare 
a  charter  (or  the  "  Mercantile  Library  Association,"  and  to 
endeavor  to  procure  the  passage  of  the  same,  at  the  present 
session  of  the  Legislature. 
The  meeting  then  adjourned. 

LUTHER  M.  KENNETT,  Chairman. 

Geo.  R.  Robinson,      . 

w  n   n  \  Secretaries. 

Walter  C.  Carr, 


The  Treasurer  of  the  St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library 
Association  offers  papers,  marked  Nos.  1  to  4,  as  the  An- 
nual Report  of  its  financial  concerns,  for  the  year  ending  6th 
instant. 

S.  C.  STEWART,  Treasurer. 

St.  Louis,  January  14lA,  1851. 


[  NO  I.  ] 
CASH  ACCOUNT. 


DR. 

RECEIPTS. 

To  cash,  balance  Jan.  8, 
1850, 

Cash  received  from 
initiations, 

Life  Members, 

Proprietors, 

Clerks, 

Beneficiaries, 

Lectures, 

Rent, 

Fuel, 

Light,. 

Periodicals, 

Books, 

Building  Fund, 

Fines, . 

Cash  Donations, 

Debts  Receivable, 

Catalogues, 

To  balance,  cash  on  hand, 
From  which  deduct  sub- 
scription to  building 
fund, 

Leaving  a  balance  of,  sub- 
ject to  order, 


CR. 


dol's 

c. 

01 

425 

402  00 

100.00 

1,043  50 

67275 

57275 

1,738,00 

74840 

900 

n'oo 

83 

15  40 

1,012  00 

57  05 

1750 

2160 

165  30 

7,012*09 

1,664 

44 

1,012 

00 

652 

44 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

By  Lectures, 

Rent, 

Petty  Expenses, 

Furniture, 

Postage, 

Fuel, 

Lights, 

Transportation, 

Porter, 

Periodicals, 

Books, 

Librarian, 

Binding, 

Insurance, 

Newspapers,, 

Printing, 

Advertising, , 

Stationery, 

Gas  Fixtures, 

Catalogues, 

Dis't  and  Exchange, 

Profit  and  Loss, 

Balance, 


dol's. 


782 

910 
48 

326 
30 
45 

155 
37 
63 

304 
1,038 

600 

320 

115 
24 

100 
21 
12 
20 

371 

16 

10 

1,664 


7,012 


c. 

50 
85 
00 
75 
72 
06 
82 
45 
00 
84 
82 
00 
63 
89 
00 
50 
50 
30 
80 
80 
42 
00 
44 
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St.  Louis,  January  6th,  1851. 


S.  C.  STEWART,   Treasurer. 


8 

[  no.  n.  ] 

TRANSCRIPT  OF  TREASURER'S  LEDGER,  JAN.  6,  1851 


DEBTS. 

dol's.  c. 

i 

83125 

CREDITS. 

dol's. 

c. 

Stock  account, 

10,249 

93 

Periodical         **        

28  87 

Initiation  fees 

account, 

29 

00 

Book                  **        

6,361  41 

Proprietors' 

tt 

50 

00 

2,212  65 

Clerks' 

it 

38 

25 

Cash                  "        

1,664  44 

Beneficiaries' 

tt 

72 

50 

Gas  fixtures      **        

86  06 

Building  fund 

tt 

1,012 

00 

Catalogue  account, 

92  00 

175  00 

i 

11,451 

68 

ll,451!68j 

1 

^..  -n  -^^-v.*~ 


[  ho.  m.  ] 

PROFIT  AND  LOSS   ACCOUNT. 


DR. 

To  Win.  P.  Curtis, 

Debts  receivable, . 

Rent, 

Petty  expenses, 

Furniture, 

Postage, 

Fuel, 

Light, 

Porter, 

Librarian, 

Binding, 

Insurance, 

Printing, 

Advertising, 

Stationery, 

Gas  fixtures, 

Catalogue, 

Disc't  and  Exchange, 

Stock,  for  balance,  be- 
ing not  gain  from 
Jan.  8th,  1850,  to 
Jau.  6th,  1851,... 


dol's. 


c. 


00 


10 

7  00' 
70  45 
48  00! 
52  50! 


20 

36 

144 

63 

600 

214 

115 

100 

20 

12 

6 

137 

16 


2,923 


72 
06 
82( 
00 
00 
63' 
89; 
50, 

5i 

30 

14! 

50; 

42 


87 


4,601  ;30 


CR. 

By  Book  donation  acc't, 
Furniture  " 

Gas  fixtures         " 
Initiation  fees, 

Life  Members, 

Proprietors, 

Clerks, 

Beneficiaries, 

Lectures, 

Fines, 

Cash  donations,. 


dol's.  c. 


445  75 

32.00 

1000 

49000 

10000 

1,086  00 

699,75 

707.75 


955 150 
57.05 
1750 


4,601 


30 


[  NO.    IV.  ] 


DETAILED  STATEMENT  OF  STOCK  ACCOUNT. 


Cash  in  the  Treasurer's  hands, 

Books  bought,  valued  at 

Books  donated,  valued  at 

Total  value  of  books  on  hand, 

Periodicals,  valued  at 

Furniture,  valued  at 

Gas  fixtures,  valued  at 

Catalogues,  valued  at 

Due,   from  sundry  tenants,    rent,  up  to  January 
1st,  1851, 

From  which  deduct  subscriptions  paid  for  1851, 

Leaving  a  balance  at  this  date  of. 

Which  consists  of  stock  account, 

Building  fund  account, 


DOL'8. 


6,361 
2,212 


CI. 


41 
65 


8,574  06 


10,249  93 
1,012  00 


ll,26ll93 


DOL'f .     I  C8 


1,664  44 


8,574  06 
28  87 

83125 
86  06 

175  00 


92 


11,451 


00 


68 


189  75 


11,261 


93 


11, 261  "93 


The  undersigned  committee,  appointed  by  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Association, 
at  their  session  on  the  7th  instant,  to  audit  and  report  upon 
the  accounts  of  S.  C.  Stewart,  Treasurer  of  that  Association, 
for  the  year  ending  6th  instant,  beg  leave  to  report,  that  they  * 
have  attended  to  the  duty  assigned  them — have  examined  his 
accounts  of  receipts,  and  find  the  same  to  be  correct.  They 
have  compared  his  exhibit  of  expenditures  with  vouchers,  and 
find  the  same  to  be  truly  stated  by  him,  and  that  the  amount 
of  sixteen  hundred  sixty-four  dollars  forty-four  cents,  reported 
by  him  as  cash  on  hand,  is  the  proper  sum. 


JOHN  A.   ALLEN, 
GEO.  R.  ROBINSON, 
R.  H.  DAVIS, 

St.  Louis,  January  14th,  1851. 


Committee. 


REPORT. 


Fellow  Members  :  Since  we  were  last  assembled  on  a  simi- 
lar occasion,  another  year  has  marked  its  eourse  upon  the  dial 
of  time;  and  even  now,  its  shadow  is  fast  disappearing  in  that 
dark,  unrelenting  past,  in  which  lie  buried  so  many  thousands 
of  its  predecessors.  We  have  met  together  to-night  to  com- 
memorate the  fifth  anniversary  of  our  Association.  At  the 
request  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  I  now  proceed  to  lay  before 
you,  agreeably  to  constitutional  requirement,  their  proceedings 
for  the  past  year,  and  the  present  state  of  the  Association. — 
We  have  the  pleasure  of  congratulating  you  on  its  marked  suc- 
cess the  past  year. 

On  entering  upon  the  discharge  of  our  duties,  we  had  some 
misgivings,  whether  so  desirable  a  result  would  be  attained, 
arising  from  the  fact  that  the  most  energetic  efforts  had  been 
called  into  requisition,  during  the  previous  year,  by  its  then 
retiring  President,  and  the  able  Board  of  Directors  who  had 
been  associated  with  him,  and  that  those  efforts  had  met  with 
a  success  almost  unparalleled  in  the  infancy  of  any  similar  in- 
stitution. We,  therefore,  had  some  doubts,  some  misgivings, 
whether  you,  its  constituents,  would  be  disposed  to  continue 
to  give  so  kindly  an  ear  to  our  oft-repeated  calls,  or  whether 
you  would  not  consider  our  frequent  appeals  as  quite  too  bur- 
densome to  be  endured.     Add  to  this  the  fact,  that  our  com- 
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mercial  prospects,  even  in  the  early  part  of  the  past  year,  pre- 
sented a  gloomy  aspect,  as  it  thus  soon  became  apparent  to 
those  who  had  been  familiar  with  the  business  and  commerce 
of  our  city,  for  any  considerable  length  of  time,  that  there  was 
a  great  falling  off  in  the  receipts  of  all  the  leading  agricultural 
products,  from  that  of  the  several  preceding  years.  These  be- 
ing the  basis  of  our  commerce,  it  became  at  once  self-evident 
that  we  must  prepare  ourselves  for  a  corresponding  reduction 
in  all  departments  of  business.  The  immediate  disturbing 
cause  of  this  was,  unquestionably,  the  immense  emigration 
(which  were  numbered  by  tens  of  thousands,)  that  left  us  to  try 
the  vicissitudes  of  fortune  in  California's  golden  sands.  This 
emigration  was  mainly  taken  from  the  industrious  and  enter- 
prising, and,  consequently,  from  the  producing  classes.  There- 
fore, we  not  only  lost  the  products  of  their  industry,  but  the 
millions  of  wealth  which  they  took  with  them,  actually  ab- 
sorbing a  large  proportion  of  our  circulating  medium.  That 
such  a  state  of  things  could  be  otherwise  than  disastrous  to 
the  commerce  of  our  city,  was  evident  to  the  most  casual  ob- 
server. But  we  have  sustained  the  shock  nobly,  and  are  rap- 
idly recovering  from  its  effects.  The  skies  look  bright  for 
the  future.  The  wild  chimerical  hopes  of  these  modern  crusa- 
ders have,  in  most  cases,  vanished  into  thin  air.  Our  people 
are  again  conforming  their  ideas  to  the  steady  and  sure  re- 
wards of  patient  industry,  while  the  Munchausen  stories  of  the 
"big  lumps,"  and  the  veins  or  mountains  of  "gold-bearing 
quartz  rocks,"  have  lost  their  charms  and  can  delude  no  more. 
With  these  depressing  influences  operating  upon  our  com- 
merce and  commercial  pursuits,  we  had  strong  reasons  to  fear 
that  they  would  exert  a  corresponding  influence  upon  the  pro- 
gress of  our  Association.  Yet  we  have  the  pleasure  to  report 
to  vou  otherwise ;  and  it  now  seems  to  us  that  it  is  the  settled 
determination  of  its  patrons,  that  nothing  shall  stay  its  pro- 
gress— for  we  find  it  pursuing  the  even  tenor  of  its  way,  amid 
pestilence,  conflagration  and  commercial  embarrassment,  and 
like  the  mighty  river  which  rolls  its  never-ceasing  tide  along 
our  borders,  gathering  strength,  power  and  volume  from  sources 
innumerable. 
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At  the  last  annual  meeting  we  had  five  hundred  and  eighty- 
nine  members.  Of  these,  eight  have  been  removed  from  us 
by  death,  forty-four  have  left  the  city,  and  eighty-seven  have 
withdrawn,  reducing  our  number  to  four  hundred  and  fifty. — 
In  the  meantime,  however,  two  hundred  and  eight  have  joined 
us,  so  that  we  have  made  a  net  gain  of  sixty-nine  members 
within  the  past  year.     The  new  members  may  be  classed  thus: 

2  Life  Members, 
102  Clerks, 
37  Proprietors, 
67  Beneficiaries. 

Our  membership  account,  therefore,  now  stands  thus  : 

31  Life  Members, 
248  Clerks, 
220  Proprietors, 
159  Beneficiaries. 

Giving  us,  therefore,  at  this  time,  six  hundred  and  fifty-eight 
paying  members.  The  largest  increase,  as  will  be  perceived, 
is  in  that  of  clerks,  exactly  where  we  would  wish  it:  As  it 
shows,  that  those  for  whose  benefit  it  was  more  especially 
founded,  are  thus  rapidly  availing  themselves  of  its  advan- 
tages, and  that  they  now  outnumber,  for  the  first  time,  its  pro- 
prietors. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer  is  before  you,  and  exhibits  the 
true  condition  of  the  Library  on  the  6th  inst.  The  receipts  of 
the  Association,  the  past  year,  (building  fund  excepted,)  are 
$5,575  08.     Expenditures,  $5,347  65. 

To  which,  add  balance  received  from  our  predecessors, 
$425  01,  leaving  a  balance  in  the  Treasury,  subject  to  order, 
of  $652  44. 

The  receipts  exceed  those  of  1849,  by  the  sum  of  $868  14. 
The  amount  expended  in  1850,  exceeds  that  of  1849,  by 
$941  30.  The  total  value  of  our  property  at  the  date  of  the 
fourth  annual  report,  was,  $7,326  06;  including  $425  01 
cash  then  on  hand,  we  have  expended  for  books  and  periodi- 
cals, during  the  past  year,  $1,460  01.     Those  presented  du- 
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ring  the  same  period  have  been  valued  at  $445  75.  We 
have  expended  for  furniture  $306  25,  and  have  now  cash  on 
hand,  subject  to  order,  $652  44,  and  other  property  amount- 
ing to  $59  42,  which  gives  us  a  total  value  of  $10,249  93, 
(building  fund  excepted,)  which  is  a  gain  for  the  year  1850  of 
$2,949  93,  (exclusive  of  building  fund.)  We  are  insured  in 
the  following  offices,  the  amounts  specified : 

Tennessee  Marine  and  Fire  Insurance  Company,  $3,003 

Lexington  Fire  Insurance  and  Marine        "  3,000 

St.  Louis  "  "  2,000 

Memphis  "  "  1,000 


Total,      -  -  -  "  -  -    89,000 

The  expenditure  for  binding  the  past  year,  as  above  stated, 
has  been  $214  63,  and  we  have  had  bound  of  periodicals  195 
volumes,  and  of  other  books  120  volumes,  in  all  315  volumes. 

Our  rent  account  stands  thus:  Paid  $910  85;  received 
from  sub-tenants  $748  40 ;  and  have  now  due  us  for  rent 
$92;  so  that  our  rent  has  cost  us  but  $70  45  for  the  year- 
The  lease,  which  has  been  one  of  such  pecuniary  advantage  to 
the  Association,  has  just  expired  ;  and  the  present  Board  have 
taken  a  new  lease  of  the  premises  for  three  years.  Although 
the  terms  are  not  as  favorable  for  the  Association  as  the  former 
one,  yet  it  was  the  best  that  we  could  do.  And  when  we  take 
into  consideration,  the  fact  of  the  property  having  passed  out 
of  the  former  lessor's  hands,  and  the  great  increase  in  the  va- 
lue of  property  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  our  location, 
as  well  as  in  all  other  parts  of  the  city,  within  the  past  three 
years,  we  cannot  but  think  that  we  have  been  exceedingly  for- 
tunate in  securing  so  good  terms.  Indeed,  wre  are  aware,  that 
the  lessors  might  have  made  arrangements  with  other  parties, 
which  would  have  resulted  in  greater  pecuniary  gains  to  them- 
selves ;  but  their  friendly  feeling  toward  the  Association,  and 
their  desire  to  aid  in  promoting  its  interests,  prompted  them  to 
show  us  great  leniency,  for  which  they  are  entitled  to  your 
thanks. 
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We  have  increased  our  list  of  periodicals  16.  So  that  we 
now  have  22  British  and  27  American,  besides  three  daily  city 
papers — making  in  all  51.  Great  pains  have  been  taken  in  this 
department,  to  make  it  as  complete  as  our  limited  means  would 
allow,  and,  indeed,  we  find  that  the  tables  upon  which  this  in- 
tellectual repast  is  spread,  are  among  the  greatest  attractions 
of  our  rooms.  We  have,  also,  this  year  completed  the  full  setts 
of  the  following  periodicals : 

Knickerbocker  Magazine,        36  volumes,  including  1850. 
Christian  Examiner  49        "  " 


New  Englander,  8 


it  a  a 


Bibliotheca  Sacra,  7        "  l*  " 

U  it  ti 

it  it  ti 


Cultivator,  17 

Literary  World,  7 

A  policy,  which  we  trust  our  successors  may  pursue,  until  they 
have  secured  the  complete  setts  of  all  these  valuable  works. 

The  present  Board,  believing  that  a  course  of  lectures  would 
greatly  add  to  the  importance  and  usefulness  of  the  Associa- 
tion, besides  giving  it  greater  notoriety  in  the  public  mind,  de- 
termined to  make  one  more  decisive  move  in  that  direction, 
notwithstanding  our  past  efforts  in  that  line  had  so  often  re- 
sulted in  loss  and  disappointment.  To  insure  success  and  pop- 
ularity, we  decided  to  spare  no  means  within  our  reach,  to 
secure  the  best  talents  our  country  afforded.  They,  therefore, 
at  an  early  period  of  their  administration,  opened  a  correspon- 
dence, through  their  lecture  committee,  with  several  of  the 
most  eminent  lecturers  and  other  prominent  individuals,  in  re- 
gard to  lecturing  before  you.  Among  others,  the  Hon.  Tho- 
mas H.  Benton,  and  the  Rev.  Henry  Giles.  The  former,  in 
his  reply,  thus  compliments  the  Association,  with  regard  to  the 
worthy  objects  they  have  in  view : 

"I  shall  have  great  pleasure  in  complying  with  your  request, 
and  will  be  able  to  fix  the  precise  time  after  the  adjournment 
of  Congress.  I  deem  such  institution  to  be  an  object  of  great 
public  utility,  honorable  to  its  founders,  and  entitled  to  the  re 
spect  and  aid  of  the  community,  and  deem  myself  fortunate  to 
b  e  able  to  contribute  to  its  success." 
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These  sentiments  are  so  appropriate  and  just,  and  coming, 
as  they  do,  from  one  who  is  so  capable  of  appreciating  the  ben- 
efits, \ihich  it  is  destined  to  confer,  that  we  could  not  deprive 
ourselves  of  the  pleasure  of  laying  them  before  you,  as  we  con- 
sider them  alike  honorable  to  his  head  and  heart.  With  the 
latter  gentleman,  we  were  equally  fortunate  in  securing  his  in- 
valuable aid.  The  great  popularity  of  these  distinguished  in- 
dividuals, in  their  different  walks  of  life,  gave  at  once  great 
eclat  to  our  enterprise,  and  secured  the  rapid  sale  of  our  season 
tickets.  The  introductory  lecture  was  delivered  by  the  Hon. 
Thomas  H.  Benton,  at  Wyman's  Hall,  on  the  evening  of  the 
14th  of  November — the  speaker  selecting  for  his  subject,  "The 
Progress  of  the  Age."  So  large  and  intelligent  an  audience, 
composed  of  citizens  of  both  sexes,  was  probably  never  before 
assembled  in  this  city,  to  hear  a  lecture  on  any  subject.  He 
acquitted  himself  with  his  usual  ability,  and  greatly  to  the  en* 
tertainment  and  satisfaction  of  his  large  and  attentive  auditory. 
At  the  request  of  the  Lecture  Committee,  he  has  since  kindly 
furnished  us  a  copy  for  publication,  and  has,  by  that  means, 
afforded  to  thousands  the  pleasure  of  its  perusal,  besides  en- 
abling us  to  preserve  it  in  the  archives  of  our  Association,  both 
in  manuscript  and  print.  The  autograph  copy  will  be  carefully 
cherished,  and  will,  in  some  future  day,  when  death  shall  have 
removed  the  celebrated  author,  be  a  valued  relic  of  that  re- 
markable man — and  not  the  less  from  the  fact  of  its  having 
been  the  first,  and  as  yet  the  only  effort  of  the  kind,  in  his  long 
and  eventful  public  life. 

It  was  expected  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Giles  would  next  foMow 
with  his  course ;  but,  owing  to  an  unforeseen  detention  on 
his  way  here,  he  did  not  arrive  quite  so  soon  as  was  expected. 
The  Committee,  therefore?,  invited  the  Rev.  Wm  G.  Eliot, 
one  of  the  life  members  of  our  Association,  to  deliver 
the  Second  Lecture  of  the  Course,  to  which  he  kindly 
assented,  choosing  for  his  subject  "Rome,  with  a  description  of 
St.  Peters  and  the  Coliseum."  It  was  listened  to  with  profound 
attention,  and  evident  satisfaction,  by  a  very  large  and  bril- 
liant auditory.  The  speaker  evidently  enchained  the  thoughts 
of  his  hearers  and    transported    them  in  imagination,  by  his 
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graphic  and  life-like  descriptions,  (drawn  from  personal  obser- 
vation,)  to  the  "Eternal  City" — depicting,  as  with  the  pencil  of 
an  artist,  the  barbaric  scenes  of  blood,  of  the  ancient  Coliseum 
as  they  transpired  in  the  time  of  Trajan  and  Ignatius,  and  that 
more  modern  but  never-dying  monument  of  Michael  Angelo's 
genius,  the  Church  of  St.  Peters,  a  description  of  whose  magni- 
ficent proportions  and  wonderous  architecture,  has  employed 
the  pens  of  thousands,  and  will  continue  to  employ  those  of 
other  thousands,  long  after  Time,  in  his  silent  march,  shall  have 
crumbled  its  massive  columns  into  dust! 

Mr.  Giles,  whom  we  had  engaged  to  deliver  us  a  course  of  six 
lectures,  on  the  "Actual  and  Ideal  of  Life,"  illustrated  by  selec- 
tions from  Cervantes'  immortal  work  Don  Quixotte,  commenc- 
ed the  series  on  the  evening  of  the  29th  November,  and  closed 
them  on  the  evening  of  the  16th  December.  The  great  interest 
manifested  at  the  opening  of  his  series,  continued  unabated  to 
its  close.  The  large  and  uniform  attendance,  of  both  ladies  and 
gentlemen,  despite  the  unfavorable  state  of  the  weather,  which 
was,  on  some  of  the  evenings,  peculiarly  disagreeable,  was  cer- 
tainly strong,  emphatic  testimony,  that  he  i3  justly  entitled  to 
his  distinguished  reputation  as  a  most  accomplished  and  suc- 
cessful lecturer.  He  certainly  met  the  most  sanguine  expecta- 
tions of  your  Board,  and  we  cannot  but  hope,  that  his  lectures 
have,  and  will  continue  to  exert,  a  good  influence  in  promot- 
ing and  fostering  a  more  refined  and  literary  taste  in  our  com-  . 
munity — one  of  the  principal  objects  which  they  bad  in  view 
in  instituting  the  recent  course  of  lectures. 

The  ninth  lecture  of  the  course  was  delivered  by  the  Rev. 
Father  Smarius  of  the  St.  Louis  University.  Subject — "Pa- 
gan and  Christian  Families" — a  theme,  which,  from  his  tho- 
rough and  extensive  knowledge  of  history,  both  ancient  and 
modern,  he  was  peculiarly  well  adapted  to  illustrate  with  great 
perspicuity  and  distinctness.  The  contrast  which  he  drew 
between  Pagan  and  Christian  families — between  the  women  of 
Pagan  and  Christian  lands — was  so  forcible,  so  vivid,  so  start- 
ling, as  to  cause  many  a  heart  involuntarily  to  thank  its  Creator 
for  having  cast  their  lot  in  a  land  over  which  beams  the  glo- 
rious light  of  Christianity.     Its  resplendent  rays  serve  to  cheer 
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us  along  the  pathway  of  life,  and  enables  us  to  contemplate  its 
close  with  calmness  and  serenity.  Its  promises  of  immortality 
illuminate  the  darkness  of  the  tomb  with  an  unearthly  splen- 
dor. The  subject  was  one  which  necessarily  caused  the  speak- 
er to  traverse  an  immense  period  of  time,  and  could  not,  there- 
fore, well  be  condensed  into  the  brief  hour  ordinarily  appro- 
priated to  a  lecture  ;  yet,  notwithstanding  its  unusual  length, 
it  was  listened  to  with  marked  attention  by  his  large  audience, 
who,  at  its  close,  cheered  the  speaker  with  long  and  continued 
applause,  and  so  favorably  impressed  were  they,  both  with  his 
manner  and  matter,  that  there  is  a  very  general  desire  express- 
ed to  hear  him  again. 

For  the  tenth  lecture  of  the  course,  we  were  again  indebted 
to  the  kindness  of  the  Rev.  T.  M.  Post,  another  of  our 
life  members,  who  has  always  manifested  a  deep  interest 
in  the  success  and  prosperity  of  our  Association ;  and 
is,  therefore,  justly  classed  among  its  most  ardent  friends, 
as  he  has  so  freely  given  his  valuable  time  and  eminent 
talents  in  promoting  its  interests,  with  no  other  reward 
save  the  consciousness  of  having  labored  for  the  good  of 
his  fellow  men — which  is,  of  itself,  a  jewel  of  priceless  value  to 
all  the  truly  great  and  good.     His  subject — "The  Voices  of 

istory" — could  not  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  one  more 
capable  of  interpreting  its  solemn,  though  silent  teachings. 
With  an  unsparing  hand  and  an  unpitying  eye,  he  stripped  the 
veil  from  bigotry,  superstition,  intolerance  anduncharitableness, 
and  exposed  them  to  our  gaze  in  all  their  hideous  deformity ; 
and,  although  we  of  the  present,  who  are  so  apt  to  imagine 
that  we  live  in  the  very  focus  of  all  that  is  great  and  good,  and 
that  the  past  has  witnessed  nothing  like  it,  and  as  for  the  future, 
it  has  no  promise  that  can  equal  it,  may  have  had  our  vanity 
somewhat  humbled;  yet  all  must  have  felt,  as  the  speaker  so 
eloquently  interpreted  the  language  of  the  silent  voices  of  the 
past,  that  they  contained  the  very  essence  of  wisdom. 

The  eleventh  and  twelfth  lectures  of  our  course  were 
both  delivered  by  members  of  our  Association.  The  form- 
er by  the  Rev.  Williams  Homes,  a  life  member  of  our  As- 
sociation,   on  the    Obligations    of   Literary    Men;    and   we 
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are  sure  that  we  but  speak  the  sentiments  of  all  who 
heard  it,  when  we  say,  that  for  deep  thought  and  extensive 
research,  it  was  fully  equal  to  either  of  the  preceding  lectures 
of  our  course.  As  a  literary  production,  it  certainly  was 
creditable  to  its  author,  and  displayed  a  mind  deeply  imbued 
with  the  great-truths  of  Christianity,  and  fully  impressed  with 
the  importance,  the  necessity  of  our  gifted  writers  vivifying 
their  productions  with  its  life-giving  principles. 

The  twelfth  and  last  lecture  of  the  recent  course  was 
delivered  by  Dr.  R.  S.  Holmes,  one  of  our  Beneficiary 
members,  and  Professor  of  Physiology  in  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment of  the  St.  Louis  University,  on  the  Harmonies  in 
Nature.  A  subject  replete  wTith  thought  to  every  reflect- 
ing mind.  The  accomplished  scholar  soon  made  it  ap- 
parent to  all  those  within  the  hearing  of  his  voice,  that  it 
was  one  with  which  he  was  perfectly  familiar,  and  that  those 
harmonies  had  found,  in  his  cultivated  mind,  a  true  worship- 
per. The  breathless  silence  of  his  audience  must  have  been 
exceedingly  gratifying  to  the  speaker,  as  it  thereby  demonstrat- 
ed to  him  that  the  transcendant  beauty  of  those  harmonies  only 
needed  to  be  placed  before  them,  in  the  glowing  language  inspir- 
ed by  the  subject,  to  insure  the  homage  of  their  devotion.  His 
illustrations  of  the  coincidence  that  there  is  in  the  deductions 
of  Geology  and  the  teachings  of  Revelations,  were  most  happy. 

It  does  seem  to  us,  that  if  there  were  any  present  in  whose 
minds  there  were  doubts  upon  this  subject,  they  must  have 
had  them  dispelled.  We  do  not  pretend  to  give  even  a  faint 
outline  of  this  finished  production.  It  was  highly  instructive 
and  entertaining,  and,  as  a  whole,  faultless  in  all  its  parts. 

It  certainly  was  highly  gratifying  to  your  Board  to  be  able- 
to  close  our  first  successful  series  of  lectures,  with  an  essay  of 
such  sparkling  brilliancy. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Giles  made  known  to  us  in  the  early  part  of 
our  correspondence  with  him,  in  regard  to  the  delivery  of  his 
recent  course  of  Lectures  before  you,  that  he  was  then  engag- 
ed in  writing  another  series  of  lectures,  illustrative  of  Civilized 
Man,  which  he  desired  to  deliver  before  our  citizens,  during 
his  visit  here.  Your  committee  in  reply  promised  him  their  in- 
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fluence  in  furthering  his  enterprise.  After  his  arrival  here  and 
during  the  delivery  of  his  late  series  before  you,  it  was  made 
known  to  us  that  he  greatly  desired  to  deliver  them  before  our 
Association.  There  was  also  a  very  general  wish  expressed 
by  our  members,  when  it  became  known,  to  have  us  re-en" 
gage  him.  In  compliance  with  their  wishes  we  entered  into 
an  engagement  with  him  for  the  same — the  first  of  which  was 
delivered  in  this  Hall  last  evening.  And  although  not  as  flat- 
tering  in  point  of  pecuniary  gain  as  we  might  wish,  yet  the  at- 
tendance was  such  that  we  have  no  cause  for  regret  in  having 
made  the  re-engagement — and  we  are  satisfied  that  none  of 
our  members,  or  others,  will  ever  regret  the  time  devoted 
to  hearing  them. 

We  cannot  close  our  notice  of  the  recent  course  of  lectures* 
without  offering  you  our  congratulations  at  their  unexampled 
success — a  success  wholly  unanticipated  by  your  Board  at 
their  inception,  as  their  anticipations  have  been  more  than  re- 
alized in  every  respect.  They  have  resulted  in  good  to  the 
Association  in  numerous  ways.  They  have  given  it  popularity 
and  notoriety  in  the  public  mind,  and  have  thereby  caused  a 
decided  increase  to  our  members ;  whilst  they  have  brought  a 
net  gain  into  our  treasury  of  $972,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  fol- 
lowing statement : 

The  total  receipts  of  the  twelve  lectures  were     -    $1,754  00 
The  total  expense  of  the  same  were 782  00 


Leaving  a  clear  gain  of  -  -  -  -  $972  00 
And  we  cannot  but  express  the  hope  that  the  succeeding 
Board,  encouraged  by  our  success,  may  continue  to  give  its 
members  and  the  public  a  series  of  valuable  lectures  each  suc- 
ceeding year;  as  wnatever  reproach  may  have  heretofore  at- 
tached itself  to  the  citizens  of  St.  Louis,  as  wanting  taste 
wherewith  to  appreciate  literary  efforts,  is  now,  and  we  trust 
henceforth  ever  will  be  silenced,  as  their  uniform  attendance 
and  undivided  attention  during  our  recent  course,  must  con- 
vince even  the  most  sceptical  of  its  injustice.  To  those  gen- 
tlemen who  have  so  generously  given  their  time  and  talents  in 
preparing  and  delivering  lectures  before  you,  for  the  benefit  of 
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the  Association,  we  now  publicly  return  them  our  thanks,  to 
which  they  are  so  justly  entitled. 

The  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library  at  the  last  annual 
meeting  was  4,299.  There  have  since  been  added,  by  pur- 
chase, 701 ;  by  donation,  142. 

Total  number  now  on  your  shelves,  5,142  volumes,  which 
may  be  classified  as  follows  : 

94  folios, 
306  quartos, 
2,783  octavos, 
1,437  duodecimos, 
522  smaller. 


5,142 

The  following  gentlemen  have  laid  us  under  obligations  for 
donations  of  books  the  past  yea  :   Rev.  F.  J.  Clerc,  Hon.  T. 
H.  Benton,  Hon.  Win.  H.Seward,  ofN.  Y.,  Hon.  H.  S.Foote, 
of  Mississippi,  H.M.  Draper,  Thomaa  Houghan,  Alfred  Vinton, 
G.  T.  J\f.  Davis,  W.  D.  Skillman,  Mann'Butler,  Geo.  Todd, 
Hon.  J.  B.   Bowlin,  Samuel   Hawkins,   Jame3  E.  Yeatman, 
Theodore  Kimm,  W.  L.  Williams  and  Spencer  Smith.     And 
we  have  also  been  remembered  in  this  way  by  the  Boston  Mer- 
cantile Library  Association,  and  the  authorities  of  our  own 
city.     And  we  are  under  especial  obligations  to  the  Hon.  G. 
T.  M.  Davis,  of  Washington  city,  for  his  continued  exertions 
in  our  favor,  and  for  the  many  valuable  works  which  he  has, 
from  time  to  time,  sent  us  during  the  past  year,  which  has  far 
exceeded,  both  in  number  and  value,  those  received  from  our 
entire  Congressional  delegation.     Willis  L.  Williams,  Esq.,  is 
also  entitled  to  your  thanks  for  a  daguerrean  engraving  of  the 
Mansion  House  at  Mount  Vernon,  as  also  one  of  the  tomb  of 
Washington,  together  with  some  valuable  books.    Alfred  Vin- 
ton,  (my  immediate   predecessor,)  is  justly   entitled   to   the 
esteem  in  which  he  is  held  bv  the  members  of  this  Associa- 
tion,  for  his  untiring  zeal  and  liberality  in  promoting  its  suc- 
cess,   and  for   the    valuable  present  of  books  which  he  has 
made   us   within   the  past  year,  amounting    to   thirty-seven 
volumes. 
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In  addition  to  our  purchases  of  books  this  year,  we  have  also 
added  to  the  attractions  of  our  rooms,  one  of  Johnston's  ter- 
restrial thirty-inch  globes,  at  a  cost  of  something  over  $100, 
which  is  one  of  its  most  valuable,  as  well  as  useful  ornaments. 
Another  of  its  prominent  attractions  is  that  truly  great  work, 
Audubon's  Quadrupeds  of  America,  donated  us  by  your  first 
President,  J.  E.  Yeatman,  Esq.,  which  he  presented  to  the  As- 
sociation in  sheets,  just  previous  to  the  last  annual  meeting. 
The  same  has  since  been  strongly  and  durably  bound  in  three 
volumes,  at  a  cost  of  $24.  As  a  work  of  reference,  it  holds  a 
place  in  the  front  rank,  and  it  will  ever  continue  to  afford  in- 
struction and  amusement,  so  long  as  the  beauties  of  natnre 
exert  their  influence  over  the  human  heart. 

The  books  and  other  property  of  the  Association  were  faith- 
fully examined,  in  accordance  with  Art.  III.,  Chapt.  3d,  of  the 
Constitution,  by  a  committee  appointed  for  that  purpose, 
which  consisted  of  the  following  gentlemen  :  Messrs.  Stinde, 
Davis,  Van  Nostrand,  and  Robinson.  Their  report  you  will 
find  entered  upon  th8  records  of  the  Association. 

At  an  early  period  of  the  year,  the  1,000  copies  of  the  cata- 
logue, which  had  been  prepared  at  great  labor,  by  our  immedi- 
ate predecessors,  were  delivered  to  us,  a  portion  of  which  were 
bound;  and  we  now  have  600  copies  in  sheets,  which  are  valu- 
ed at  $175,  which  we  think  is  a  very  low  estimate.  They  will 
be  made  use  of  hereafter,  as  the  wants  of  the  Association  may 
require;  and  we  feel  confident  that  they  will  in  that  way  realize 
the  amount  at  which  they  are  valued.  Agreeable  to  a  resolu- 
tion passed  by  the  previous  Board  of  Directors,  each  member 
who  had  paid  up  his  current  dues  was  furnished  a  copy  of  it  on 
application  to  the  Librarian,  except  those  who  chose  volunta- 
rily to  pay  for  the  same.  These  voluntary  payments  have 
amounted  to  $43  50,  which  has  been  placed  to  the  credit  of 
catalogue  account.  The  cost  of  this  catalogue  to  the  Asso- 
ciation has  been  $250 ;  and  although  it  was  a  large  outlay  for 
the  Association,  yet  we  have  found  it  exceedingly  useful  to  us. 
Indeed,  it  has  now  become  indispensably  so ;  and  in  conformity 
with  the  recommendation  in  the  last  annual  report,  we  have 
directed  a  supplement  to  be  made  to  the  same  of  this  year's 


23 

additions,  which  will  soon  be  printed  for  the  use  of  our  mem- 
bers ;  and  we  would  recommend  to  our  successors,  that  they 
pursue  the  same  policy  at  the  close  of  each  succeeding  year,  as 
they  will  thereby,  at  small  expense,  keep  our  members  advised 
of  our  yearly  additions,  as  well  as  place  before  them  in  a  con- 
venient form  for  reference,  a  complete  directory  of  the  choice 
and  standard  works  to  be  found  upon  our  shelves.  The  pres- 
ent catalogue  is  highly  creditable  to  all  who  were  engaged 
either  in  its  compilation  or  mechanical  execution,  and  compares 
favorably  with  any  one  which  has  heretofore  been  issued  by 
any  similar  association  in  our  country. 

The  Board  were  so  fortunate  as  to  retain  the  services  of  Mr. 
Wm.  P.  Curtis,  as  Librarian,  whose  intimate  knowledge  of 
the  various  interests  of  the  Association,  has  greatly  contribu- 
ted to  its  usefulness  and  success.  And  fully  appreciating  his 
valuable  services,  they,  without  hesitation,  freely  met  the  views 
and  recommendations  of  the  previous  Board,  in  allowing  him 
an  increase  of  salary.  And  we  here  cannot  refrain  from  ex- 
pressing the  hope,  that  the  succeeding  Board  may  be  enabled 
to  secure  his  further  continuance  in  a  situation  which  he  fills 
with  so  much  credit  to  himself,  and  whose  influence  in  pro- 
moting the  further  growth  and  success  of  our  noble  institution, 
we  consider  of  much  importance. 

In  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  past  year,  we  have  been 
guided,  in  a  great  measure,  by  the  policy  of  .our  predecessors, 
and  have  exercised  our  best  judgment  in  making  the  most  ju- 
dicious selections  which  our  limited  means  would  allow.  They 
may  be  classified  thus  : 

Works  of  Science  and  Art,  -  -  208 

General  Literature,       ...  593 

Fiction,       -----  42 

By  which  you  will  perceive  that  our  outlay  for  works  of  fic- 
tion, has  been  exceedingly  small.  Among  our  most  valuable 
additions  for  the  past  year,  we  may  mention  the  following  : 

Encyclopedia  Metropolitana,  30  vols.,  4to. 

Martin's  British  Colonial  Library,  10  vols.,  12mo. 

Maxwell's  Life  of  Wellington,  3  vols.,  8vo. 

Chambers'  Eminent  Scotsmen,  3  vols.,  8vo. 
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Bell's  System  of  Geography,  6  vols.,  8vo. 

Pepys'  Diary,  6  vols.,  8vo. 

Brooke's  Winter  in  Lapland  and  Sweden,  4to. 

Francis'  Chronicles  and  Characters  of  the  Stock  Exchange, 
8vo. 

Gilbart's  Treatise  on  Banking,  2  vols.,  8vo. 

McCulloch's  edition  of  David  Ricardo's  Works,  2  vols.,  8vo. 

McCulloch's  Literature  of  Political  Economv,  8vo. 

Bartholomew's  Practical  Architecture,  8vo. 

Wilson  and  Bonaparte's  American  Ornithology,  3  vols.,  8vo. 

Gordon's  Steam  Engine,  8vo. 

Complete  series  Weale's  Rudimentary  Works  for  Beginners, 
40  vols.  12mo. 

Buchanan  on  Mill  Work,  with  Atlasses,  and  Rennie's   Ex- 
amples of  Tools,  2  vols.,  fol.,  and  2  vols.,  8vo. 

Turnbull  on  Strength  of  Beams  and  Timbers,  2  vols.,  8vo. 

Voyages  of  the  Beagle,  4  vols.,  8vo. 

Trotter  &  Allen's  Expedition  to  the  Niger,  2  vols.,  8vo. 

Ross's  Voyage  in  Search  of  a  N.  W.  Passage,  2  vols.,  4to. 

Franklin's  Voyages,  2  vols.,  4to. 

Evelyn's  Diary  and  Correspondence^  2  vols.,  8vo. 

Whewell's  Philosophy  of  the  Inductive  Sciences,  2  vols.,  8vo- 

Dennis'  Cities  and  Cemeteries  of  Etruria,  2  vols.,  8vo. 

Cotton  Mather's  Magnalia,  2  vols.,  8vo. 

Du  Pratz's  Louisiana,  1763,  2  vols.,  12mo. 

Tredgold's  Essay  on  Strength  of  Cast  Iron,  &c,  8vo. 

Hodgkinson's  Researches  on         do.,  8vo. 

Weisbach's  Mechanics,  2  vols.,  8vo. 

lmlay's  Description  of  Western  Territories  of  North  Ameri- 
ca, 1797,  8vo. 

Thomas'  Electrical  Experiments,  8vo. 

Noad's  Lectures  on  Electricity,  &c,  8vo. 

Alexander  Pope's  Works,  London,  8  vols.,  8vo. 

Pierer's  Universal  Lexicon,  35  vols.,  8vo. 

Documentary  History  of  New  York,  2  vols.,  8vo. 

Tyson's  Geology  and  Industrial  Resources  of  California,  8vo. 

Smith's  Dictionary  of  Greek  and  Roman  Biography  and  My- 
thology, 3  vols.,  8vo. 
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Memoirs  of  Mrs.  Fry,  Wesley,  of  the  American   Loyalists, 
of  the  two  Lees,  of  Drake,  Howe  and  Anson. 

Bell's  Anatomy  and  Philosophy  of  Expression,  8vo. 

Bradford's  History  of  Massachusetts,  3  vols.,  8vo. 

Yate  and  Moulton's  History  of  New  York,  2  vols.,  8vo. 

Moultrie's  Memoirs  of  the  American  Revolution,  2  vols.,  8vo. 

Dunlap's  Rise  and  Progress  of  the  Arts  of  Design  in  the 
United  States,  8vo. 

Gordon's  Rise,  Progress  and  Establishment  of  the  United 
States,  3  vols.,  8vo. 

QuecUet  on  the  Microscope,  8vo. 

Madden's  United  Irishmen,  7  vols.,  12mo. 

The  gratifying  increase  in  the  number  of  readers,  as  an- 
nounced in  the  last  annual  report,  and  the  deep  interest  mani- 
fested by  the  public  in  our  prosperity  aad  success,  remains, 
we  are  happy  to  inform  you,  unabated.  The  number  of  vol- 
umes taken  out  of  the  Library  ttfe  past  year,  by  its  members, 
is  6,456,  being  a  very  large  increase  on  the  previous  year, 
which  is  one  of  the  most  gratifying  results  of  our  labors,  as  it 
proves  conclusively,  that  the  members  of  our  Association  are 
not  members  merely  in  form,  but  because  they  appreciate  and 
use  the  intellectual  food  which  it  furnishes  them.  These  6,456 
volumes  have  been  issued  to  502  members.  Whilst  our  read- 
ing rooms  have  been  so  constantly  filled,  especially  during  the 
evenings,  by  the  younger  members  of  the  Association,  that  we 
found  it  indispensably  necessary  to  provide  more  room  for 
their  accommodation,  and  have,  therefore,  opened  another 
room  for  that  purpose,  thereby  adding  about  one-third  more 
space  to  that  department  than  what  we  have  heretofore  occu- 
pied. In  doing  this,  however,  we  have  increased  our  expen- 
diture for  rent  very  considerably.  This  room  had  been  occu- 
pied for  some  time  by  one  of  the  members  of  your  Board,  who, 
in  leaving  it,  with  commendable  liberality,  presented  us  with 
the  carpet  then  on  the  floor;  and  to  make  the  others  corres- 
pond with  it,  and  give  the  whole  a  more  home-like  and  cheer- 
ful appearance,  we  have  since  carpeted  the  other  rooms,  at  a 
cost  of  something  over  one  hundred  dollars.  In  thus  provi- 
ding a  pleasant  resort  for  all  who  might  be  disposed  to  avail 
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themselves  of  it,  we  felt  that  we  were  but  carrying  out  one 
of  the  chief  objects  which  the  founders  of  the  Association  had 
in  view  ;  and  that,  therefore,  you  would  readily  sanction  the 
outlay  for  so  desirable  a  purpose.  And  we  would  here  re- 
mark, that  we  are  convinced  that  great  good  is  accomplished 
by  our  reading-rooms ;  for  in  a  city  like  ours,  made  up  of  emi- 
grants, not  only  from  every  State  of  our  Union,  but  of  almost 
every  part  of  the  civilized  world — and  when  we  take  into  con- 
sideration the  fact,  that  a  large  proportion  of  this  emigration 
is  composed  of  young  men,  who  are  almost,  if  not  entirely, 
excluded  from  the  influence  of  home  and  the  associations  of 
early  years,  and  that,  as  man  is  by  his  very  nature,  constituted 
a  social  being,  he  will  seek  its  gratification,  and  that  unless 
we  make  some  provision  for  it,  either  by  providing  for  him 
lecture-rooms,  reading-rooms,  library- rooms,  or  other  places 
of  like  resort,  ho  is  very  apt  to  seek  it  in  places  whose 
associations  neither  improve  his  morals,  his  heart,  or  his 
purse. 

Of  the  great  utility  and  usefulness  of  library  and  reading- 
rooms,  to  young  men,  thus  situated,  the  writer  of  this  report 
is  happy  to  add,  that  he  can  speak  somewhat  from  personal 
experience.  Like  many  thousands  of  other  young  men,  of 
our  Eastern  and  Northern  States,  he  sought,  in  early  man- 
hood, a  Western  home.  For  several  years  he  resided  at  the 
capital  of  one  of  the  Western  States  of  our  confederacy,  in 
which  was  established,  for  the  use  of  its  official  guardians,  a 
library  and  reading-room.  He  was  so  fortunate  as  to  have 
granted  to  him  the  privilege  of  free  access  to  both.  He  does 
not  say  that  he  made  as  good  use  of  it  as  he  might  have  done  ; 
but  this  much  he  takes  pleasure  in  saying,  that  whatever  Jaste 
he  may  now  have  for  books,  or  whatever  desire  he  now  has 
for  the  success  of  our  and  similar  associations,  he  attributes, 
in  a  very  great  measure,  to  their  influence,  and  feels  sure  that 
the  time  spent  in  perusing  its  volumes,  has  exerted  a  marked 
influence,  for  good,  over  his  subsequent  life,  and  that  whatever 
of  worldly  success  has  followed  its  course,  may,  in  truth,  in  a 
great  measure,  be  referred  to  the  same  cause  ;  and  if,  in  thus 
speaking  of  his  experience,  it  shall  have  the  effect  to  stimulate 
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even  but  one  of  the  young  men  of  our  Association  to  greater 
diligence  in  cultivating  his  intellectual  faculties,  or  if  it  shall 
cause  one  young  man  to  make  choice  of  our  reading-rooms,  in 
which  to  pass  his  leisure  hours,  in  preference  to  spending 
them  within  the  halls  of  dissipation,  he  will  have,  in  some 
measure,  accomplished  the  object  he  had  in  view  in  thus  al- 
luding to  it. 

The  progress  of  our  Association,  the  past  year,  is  truly 
gratifying.  Its  course  is  onward,  still  onward.  A  bright* 
rich,  glorious  future  awaits  it.  But  the  great  desideratum,  to 
which  my  worthy  predecessor  called  your  earnest  attention, 
at  the  last  annual  meeting,  is  not  yet  acquired.  We  have  as 
yet  no  home  of  our  own  in  which  to  deposite  our  literary 
treasures;  no  imposing  edifice  to  point  at  with  laudable  pride, 
as  the  work  of  our  hands,  whose  fine  architectural  beauty  and 
massive  proportions,  would  but  be  typical  of  the  solid  achieve- 
ments of  intellect,  whether  illustrated  in  works  of  science,  of 
poetry,  or  prose,  which  would  adorn  its  inner  walls.  The 
suggestions  which  he  then  made,  as  to  the  means  of  creating 
a  building  fund,  have  not  met  with  that  hearty  co-operation 
which  was  then  hoped  for  or  anticipated.  Some  action  has, 
however,  taken  place  on  those  suggestions,  and  by  the  libe- 
rality of  a  very  few  of  your  number,  we  have  the  unspeakable 
pleasure  of  informing  you  that  there  is  now  in  our  hands,  the 
sum  of  $],012  in  cash,  which  has  been  donated  by  them,  as  a 
nucleus  to  a  building  fund.  And  here  we  cannot  refrain  from 
speaking  of  one  pleasing  incident,  in  connection  with  this  do- 
nation, which  is  this,  that  a  portion  of  it,  and,  probably,  in 
proportion  to  his  means,  a  larger  portion  of  it,  was  given, 
unsolicited,  by  a  young  man,  whose  name  is  registered  among 
the  clerks  of  our  Association.  The  writer  of  this  report,  has 
not  the  pleasure  of  his  personal  acquaintance,  but  he  ventures 
to  predict,  that  if  life  is  spared  that  young  man,  and  he  shall 
continue  to  be  actuated  by  such  noble  and  disinterested  im- 
pulses, that  he  is  destined  to  exert  a  marked  influence  among 
his  fellow-men,  and  to  rise  to  the  very  pinnacle  of  his  profes- 
sion ;  and  it  may  be,  enroll  his  name  high  in  the  records  of 
civic  fame,  by  his  generosity  in  promoting  all  those  worthy 
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objects  which  have  in  view  the  alleviation,  improvement  and 
welfare  of  his  race.  It  gives  us  peculiar  pleasure  in  placing 
this  worthy  action  on  record,  and  we  take  pride  in  numbering 
him  among  the  members  of  our  Association.  And,  although 
it  now  stands  an  isolated  case,  we  cannot  but  express  the  hope, 
that  his  example  may  stimulate  many  others  to  go  and  do 
likewise.  Now,  however  desirable  it  m  ightbe  for  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Association,  that  the  necessary  funds  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  suitable  building  for  their  accommodation  should  all 
be  raised  in  the  shape  of  donations ;  yet  we  confess,  at  pres- 
ent, we  see  but  little  prospect  of  accomplishing  it  with- 
in a  reasonable  length  of  time.  We  have,  therefore,  after 
mature  reflection,  concluded  to  recommend  another  plan  for 
your  consideration,  by  which  to  obtain  our  object,  and  which, 
we  are  happy  to  know,  meets  with  the  hearty  approval  of  at 
least  a  portion  of  the  active  members  of  our  Association.  It 
is,  to  endeavor  to  create  a  joint  stock  company,  which  might 
be  designated  as  the  Mercantile  Library  Hall  Association, 
with  a  capital  stock  of  50  or  $60,000,  to  be  divided  into  shares 
of  ten  dollars  each;  and  we  are  firmly  of  the  opinion,  that  the 
stock  can  and  will  be  taken,  and  that,  too,  mostly  by  the  mem- 
bers of  our  Association,  and  wre  believe,  that  we  may  calculate 
to  dispose  of  it,  somewhat  in  the  following  manner :  That 
there  can  be  found  ten  individuals  wrho  will  take  one  hundred 
shares  each,  making  $10,000.  That  there  are  thirty  others, 
who  will  take  fifty  shares  each,  making  the  further  sum  of 
$15,000,  and  that  there  are  seventy-five  others,  who  will  take 
twenty  shares  each,  giving  us  tfie  further  sum  of  $15,000. 
And  that  the  other  third,  would  readily  be  taken  by  those  who 
would  lake  from  one  to  five  or  ten  shares  each.  The  scheme, 
we  think  we  hear  you  say,  looks  plausible.  But  the  first  ques- 
tions that  are  propounded  in  this  utilitarian  age  are,  will  it 
pay  ?  Is  it  a  safe  investment?  And  are  we  therefore  justified 
in  making  so  large  an  outlay?  To  all  of  which  we  make  an- 
swer in  the  affirmative,  for  we  are  fully  persuaded,  that  as  an 
investment  it  will  ever  pay  a  handsome  dividend  to  its  share- 
holders. But  we  would  be  in  favor  of  the  stockholders  leasing 
the  whole  building  to  the  Library  Association,  they  agreeing 
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to  pay  six  per  cent,  on  the  whole  investment ;  and  that  all 
over  that  amount  which  they  might  receive,  should  be  set 
apart  as  a  sinking  fund  for  the  purchase  of  the  stock  of  the 
Hall  Association.  And  we  are  inclined  to  believe,  that  the 
surplus  thus  received,  would  in  the  course  of  twenty  or  twen- 
ty-five years,  be  sufficient  to  purchase  all  the  stock.  So  that 
at  the  end  of  that  time,  the  Library  Association  would,  with 
proper  management,  become  the  sole  owners  of  the  building, 
without  ever  having  had  to  pay  any  rent  whatever  for  that 
portion  which  they  might  occupy.  We  would  therefore  have 
a  clause  inserted  in  the  charter  of  the  building  association, 
that  would  make  it  obligatory  on  its  shareholders,  that  when- 
ever the  Library  Association  was  in  a  condition  to  purchase 
their  stock,  they  should  be  obliged  to  sell  it  at  its  face,  provid- 
ed its  holders  had  been  paid,  or  would  have  been  paid  if  ap- 
plied for,  the  annual  interest  of  six  per  cent.  And  if,  when 
notified  by  the  Library  Association,  of  their  ability  and  wish 
to  redeem  said  stock,  the  holders  thereof  shall  not  present  it 
within  six  months  after  such  public  notice,  it  shall  then  cease 
to  draw  interest,  and  if  not  presented  within  two  years  after 
such  public  notice  for  redemption,  all  right,  title  and  interest, 
of  its  holders  to  be  forfeited,  so  far  as  the  building  is  concerned. 
But  its  holders  might  at  all  times,  have  a  legal  claim  on  the 
Mercantile  Library  Association,  for  the  amount  of  the  same, 
with  interest  up  to  the  time  said  association  had  advertised 
their  ability  and  desire  to  redeem  the  same.  These  details  are, 
however,  but  crude,  and  might  be  much  better  arranged  by 
those  more  familiar  with  such  subjects. 

Should  our  suggestions  meet  with  your  approval,  no  time 
should  be  lost  in  taking  steps  to  secure  a  charter  at  the  pre- 
sent session  of  our  Legislature ;  and  so  soon  as  that  is  accom- 
plished, to  get  sufficient  of  the  stock  taken  to  secure  a  site  for 
the  building.  After  that  was  effected,  the  corporators  might 
proceed  with  the  erection  of  the  building,  at  such  time  as  in 
their  judgment  it  might  seem  advisable.  We  would  suggest, 
however,  that  the  instalments  on  the  stock  should  be  called 
for  in  such  sums  as  not  to  make  it  burthensome  to  any  one  to 
meet  them. 
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As  we  have  expressed  a  belief  that  it  would  be  a  paying  in- 
vestment, it  is  but  proper  that  we  should  give  you  some  data, 
on  which  that  opinion  is  founded.     The  annual  interest  on 

$60,000,  at  6  per  cent.,  is $3,600  00 

Add  for  insurance  on  $40,000,  and  repairs,  say    -  600  00 


and  you  have  a  total  of $4,200  00 

The  receipts  of  a  building  which  might  be  erected  with 
such  means,  might  be  anticipated  somewhat  in  the  following 
manner:  The  ground  floor  to  be  occupied  as  shops  or  stores, 
would  bring  an  income  of  say,  the  four  or  five  rooms,  $2,000. 
The  second  floor  to  be  finished  as  an  amphitheatre  for  the  pur- 
pose of  lectures,  concerts  and  exhibitions,  could  readily  be 
rented,  say  100  nights  during  the  year,  at  $25  per  night,  would 
be  $2,500.  The  third  story  to  be  appropriated  to  the  use  of 
the  Library.  The  fourth  and  fifth  stories  might  be  finished 
for  lodging  rooms,  which  would  always  be  desirable  to  young 
men  on  account  of  their  proximity  to  the  Library;  and  from 
this  source  we  might  reasonably  anticipate  from  $1,000  to 
$1,500,  say  the  latter  sum,  and  we  have  a  total  of  $6,000  as  the 
annual  receipts,  which  is  some  $1,800  over  the  annual  tax  for 
interest,  &c.  This,  we  believe,  is  a  plain  business  view  of  the 
matter,  and  that  the  estimated  receipts  as  above  stated,  would 
be  found  rather  under  than  over  the  actual  receipts. 

Such  being  the  case,  the  next  enquiry  is,  shall  we  erect  it  ? 
If  we  unitedly  resolve  that  we  will,  its  accomplishment  is 
sure  and  certain.  But  its  execution,  we  are  aware,  needs  a 
determination  that  knows  no  failure,  an  energy  that  no  obsta- 
cles can  intimidate,  a  perseverance  that  never  flags,  until  suc- 
cess has  crowned  its  efforts.  The  object  is  worthy  our  best 
exertions ;  it  would  be  a  living  monument  of  the  liberality  and 
foresight,  as  well  as  of  the  intelligence  of  the  present  mer- 
chants of  this  city,  and  would  do  much  to  promote  the  best 
interests  of  the  coming  generations,  that  are  so  soon  to  fill  our 
places  in  the  great  drama  of  human  life.  It  would  but  verify 
the  truth  of  all  history,  both  ancient  and  modern,  that  in  all 
great  undertakings — such  as  the  founding  of  those  noble  insti- 
tutions, whether  devoted  to  the  alleviation  of  human  suffer- 
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ing,  or  to  the  development  of  the  higher  faculties  of  our  nature 
— have  ever  found  their  most  devoted  patrons  among  the  mer- 
chants. '  There  is  no  fact  better  attested  in  the  history  of  the 
past,  than  this,  that  in  all  those  undertakings,  the  money  of  the 
merchants  has   been   the  most  relied  on ;  and  to  the  honor 
of  our  profession  be  it  spoken  that  our  contemporaries  are  not 
behind  those  of  any  previous  age,  in  their  magnificent  gifts 
for  these  purposes.     In  proof  of  which,  we  would  refer  you  to 
the  princely  donations  which  the  merchants  of  Boston,  and  of 
our  other  cities,  have  made  within   the  past  few  years.     In 
thus   distributing   a  portion  of  their   wealth,  they  distinctly 
show  us  that  they  have   discovered  its  true  use  and  value. 
Let  us  imitate  their  example,  and  share  with  them  the  proud 
consciousness  that  we,  too,  have  done  something  towards  im- 
proving the  condition  of  our  race,  and  that,  therefore,  we  have 
not  lived  altogether  in  vain.     May  these,  and  other  noble  im- 
pulses, inspire  us  to  action,  and  we  shall  soon  accomplish  the 
desirable  object  which  we  now  have  in  view,  and  which  will 
continue  to  be  productive  of  good,  long  after  we  shall   cease 
to  be  interested  in  earth  or  earthly  things. 

Our  past  success  as  an  Association  should  but  serve  to  en- 
courage us  to  greater  efforts  for  the  future.  A  little  more  * 
than  five  years  ago  it  had  no  existence.  At  first  its  friends 
were  few,  and  its  means  less.  In  the  short  space  of  time  that 
has  since  intervened,  we  find  that  it  has  secured  a  host  of 
friends,  and  has  accumulated  the  following  valuable  property, 
which  it  now  has  in  its  possession,  and  for  which  it  owes  noth- 
ing, viz : 

5,142  volumes  of  books,  valued  at  -  $8,574  06 

Office  and  reading-room  furniture,  book-cases,  &c,       831  25 
Cash  on  hand,  subject  to  order,        -  -  -     652  44 

Cash  on  hand,  donated  to  building  fund,  -         1,012  00 

And  other  property,  -  192  93 


$11,261  93 


The  past  year  has  witnessed  the  commencement,  by  our 
community  of  one  great  and   noble  enterprise,  worthy  of  us 
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as  a  Christian  people.  By  it,  a  great  and  pressing  public  want 
has  been  satisfied.  We  allude  to  the  founding  and  dedicating 
of  that  beautiful  citv  of  silence,  whose  sweet  musical  name 
(Bellefontaine)  will  soon  become  as  famous  and  familiar  as 
Mount  Auburn,  Laurel  Hill,  or  Greenwood — where  we  may 
calmly  repose,  when  '*  life's  fitful  fever  is  o'er."  And  here  it 
is  as  true  as  in  all  other  enterprises  which  ennobles  our  nature, 
that  it  is  to  the  enterprise  and  money  of  the  merchants  that 
we  are  indebted  for  its  success.  Without  their  hearty  co-ope- 
ration, those  beautiful  hills  and  dales  would  never  have  been 
thus  dedicated.  As  we  have,  therefore,  the  past  year,  so  suc- 
cessfully executed  this  noble  enterprise,  let  us  this  year  lay 
the  foundations  of  a  temple  which  is  to  be  dedicated  to  science 
and  literature  for  many  future  generations;  which  shall  at 
once  become  the  pride,  and  an  ornament  of  this  the  future 
emporium  of  this  great  valley,  if  not  of  the  world  !  And  in 
view  of  the  uncertainty  of  life,  and  its  fleetness,  let  us  resolve 
to  do  it  now,  for,  in  the  words  of  the  poet, 

• 

"  Life  is  not  a  time  of  dreaming, 

Standing  still  or  asking  when — 
Mere  resolves  or  worldly  seeming — 

Duty  calls  for  earnest  men." 

Yes,  let  us  act  as  though  we  were  in  earnest — as  those 
worthy  to  be  citizens  of  this  goodly  city — whose  future  is  rich 
with  promise.  A  bright,  enviable  destiny  awaits  it — as  the 
time  is  not  distant  when  from  one  to  two  hundred  millions  of 
our  race  will  find  their  homes  in  this,  the  most  fertile  valley 
that  a  Beneficent  Being  has  bestowed  upon  the  human  race. 
And  when  these  valleys  and  plains  shall  resound  with  the  hum 
of  the  ceaseless  industry  of  these  teeming  millions,  what  then 
will  be  the  bounds  of  our  city  ?  Who  so  bold  as  to  prescribe 
her  limits?  May  she  not  become  almost  an  island  city?  with 
the  mighty  restless  Missouri  for  its  northern,  the  magnificent 
Mississippi,  as  now,  its  eastern,  and  the  pure,  limpid,  beautiful 
Merrimack  its  southern  border.  Situated,  as  it  is,  in  the  very 
heart  of  this  valley,  and,  commercially  speaking,  in  the  very 
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centre  of  this  continent,  may  not  the  time  come  when  the  pul- 
sations of  her  commerce  shall  be  felt  from  Baffin's  Bay  to  the 
Mexican  Gulf,  and  vibrate  with  equal  intensity  along  the 
shores  of  the  placid  Pacific,  from  Panama  to  Prince  William's 
Sound.  The  ruins  of  the  ancient  cities  of  the  valley  of  the 
Nile  excite  our  wonder  and  admiration.  Yet  we  are  laying 
the  foundations  of  a  city,  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  that 
shall  as  far  excel  them  in  extent,  wealth  and  refinement,  as 
the  Mississippi  exceeds  in  volume  that  of  the  Nile — or  the 
Anglo-Saxon  and  Celtic  races  excel  in  energy  and  intellectual 
greatness  that  of  the  ancient  Copts.  These  hopes  and  expec- 
tations may  be  pronounced  wild  and  visionary.  But  if  those 
fratricidal  howls  for  disunion,  that  have  been  uttered  so  fierce- 
ly of  late,  both  by  northern  and  southern  maniacs,  shall  hence- 
forth and  forever  be  banished  from  the  thoughts  and  hearts  of 
men,  then  all  these  hopes  and  anticipations  may  be  more  than 
realized.  Dissolution  of  this  Confederacy!  The  very  thought 
is  treason.  And  to  desire  it,  it  seems  to  us,  must  be,  in  the 
judgment  of  every  well  balanced  mind,  a  crime  against  God 
and  humanity.  But  we  will  not,  for  a  moment,  anticipate 
such  an  event,  as  we  have  a  faith  as  abiding  as  the  universe, 
that  the  Star  Spangled  Banner  will  wave  its  gorgeous  folds  a 
thousand  years  hence,  as  now  they  wave,  over  a  free,  happy 
and  united  people.  And  it  is,  and  must  ever  be  the  sincere 
prayer  of  every  true  patriotic  heart,  that  that  symbol  of  our 
Union  may  ever  thus  continue  to  float  in  the  breezes  of 
heaven,  until  the  time  shall  come  when  the  angel  of  God  shall 
place  one  foot  upon  the  sea,  and  the  other  upon  the  land,  and 
swear  by  Him  that  liveth  forever,  that  time  shall  be  no  longer. 
In  conclusion,  we  would  say,  that  from  the  present  position 
of  our  Association,  we  may  safely  calculate,  that  its  continued 
progress  is  a  fixed  fact;  and  when  we  contemplate  the  future 
destiny  of  our  city,  and  its  commercial  greatness,  we  cannot 
but  think,  that  in  after  times,  its  Mercantile  Library  may  be- 
come as  world  renowned  as  that  of  Alexandria  of  old.  Let  us, 
therefore,  secure  the  honor  of  laying  the  foundations  of  its  first 
permanent  home;  and  with  a  full  assurance,  that  when  a  hun~ 
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dred  generations  of  men  shall  have  lived  and  died,  it  will  still 
survive  in  a  vigorous  and  green  old  age  :  and  that  its  treasures 
of  knowledge  will  then  be  perpetuated  in  buildings,  whose 
proportions  would — were  they  now  estimated — astonish  us  by 
their  very  magnitude,  and  whose  silent  teachings  will  have 
exerted  their  influence  for  good,  over  millions  of  human  hearts. 

On  behalf  of  the  Board, 

HUDSON  E.  BRIDGE,  President, 
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TEEMS  OP  MEMBERSHIP. 


[Extract  from  the  Conttitution  of  the  St.  Louit  Mercantile  Library  Association.] 

CHAPTER  I,  Article  hi. — Any  person  engaged  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits may,  upon  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  become  a  mem- 
ber of  this  Association,  on  the  following  terms :  Subscribing  the  Con- 
stitution ;  and,  if  a  clerk,  paying  an  initiation  fee  of  two  dollars,  and  the 
farther  sum  of  seventy-five  cents  quarterly  in  advance  ;  and,  if  in  business 
on  his  own  account,  paying  an  initiation  fee  of  five  dollars,  and  the  far- 
ther sum  of  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  semi-annually,  in  advance. 

Art.  y. — Persons  not  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  may,  upon  the 
approval  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  the  semiannual  payment,  in 
advance,  of  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  become  beneficiary  members, 
entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  regular  membership,  excepting  the  right 
to  vote  and  hold  office. 

[Extract  from  Regulations  of  the  Library.] 

Art.  i. — The  Library  and  Reading  Rooms  shall  be  open  every  day 
from  12  o'clock,  m.,  until  2  o'clock,  p.  m.  ;  from  3  o'clock,  p.  m.,  to  9 
o'clock,  p.  m.,  and  from  7  o'clock,  p.  m«,  to  10  o'clock,  p.  m.,  excepting 
Sundays,  the  Fourth  of  July,  Christmas,  and  New  Year. 

Art.  ii. — The  Librarian  shall  deliver  to  any  member  applying,  per- 
sonally, or  to  his  written  order ,  one  volume,  if  it  be  a  folio,  or  quarto  ; 
and  one  book  or  set,  (not  exceeding  three  volumes,)  if  an  octavo,  a  duo- 
decimo, or  volume  of  less  size. 

Art.  xii. — Every  member  may  detain  each  book  or  set,  delivered 
aforesaid,  if  it  be  a  folio  or  quarto,  four  weeks  ;  an  octavo,  three  weeks  ; 
or  a  book,  or  a  set  of  less  size,  two  weeks ;  except  new  publications, 
which,  until  they  have  been  in  the  Library  two  months,  shall  not  be 
detained  ;  an  octavo  longer  than  two  weeks,  and  books  of  less  size,  one 
week,  and  which  shall  not  be  renewed.  No  book  shall  be  reserved  by 
the  Librarian  for  any  Director  or  Member. 


Art.  xiii. — Any  member  who  shall  detain  a  book  or  set,  longer  than 
the  time  above  limited,  respectively,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  Libra- 
rian, for  every  day  a  volume  is  so  detained,  if  it  be  a  folio,  four  cents  ;  a 
quarto,  three  cents ;  an  octavo,  two  cents  ;  if  it  be  a  duodecimo,  or  smal- 
ler volume,  or  a  pamphlet,  one  cent ;  Provided,  always,  if  a  whole  set 
be  taken  out,  and  a  part  of  it  detained  longer  than  the  time  above  limi- 
ted, the  fine  shall  be  exacted  for  each  book  not  returned ;  and  if  such 
book  be  detained  one  week  beyond  the  time  above  limited,  the  forfeiture 
shall  be  double. 
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The  fdiirtn  annual  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  St.  Louis 
Mercantile  Library  Association,  was  held kat  the  Oddfellows' 
Hafi>  on  the  evening  of  the  8th  of  January,  1850. 
•''•  At  eight  o'clock,  thfe  meeting  was  called1  to  order  by  Alfred 
Vinton,  Esq.,  on  whose  motion  Geo'.  K.  Budd,  Esq.,  was  call- 
ed to  the  chair;  and,  on  motion  6f  WmVM.'jiforrison,  Esq.? 
R.  D.  Van  Nostrand  was  appointed  Secretary. 
•  TKe  chairman  then  called  for  the  fiscal  report  for  the  past 
year,  whichwas  reacT  by  Mr.  Wm.  H.'  Rice,  Treasurer,  and, 
on  motion,  was  adopted. 

The  Aiiclitor's  report  being  next  in  order,  was  then  read  by 
Mr.  Edward  Bacon,  Chairman  of  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means)  and,  on  motion,  was  adopted. 

The  Board' of  Direction  then  made  its  annual  report 
thrtfugh4  their  President,  Mr.  Alfred  Vinton,  Esq.  It  was  list- 
ened to  in  silent  admiration  and  approval,  and,  at  its  close, 
was  ehtfiu'siastibally  received  by  the  meeting,  with  many  elo- 
quent remarks  from  Mann  Butler,  Esq.,  and  others,  on  its 
adoption'. 

Oh  moti6n  o$  Mr.  Tevis,  it  was  unanimously 
1  Resolved,  As  a  testimonial  of  the  estimation  in  which  we 
hold  the  efforts  and  abilities  of  the  Board  of  Direction,  and 
tb*  ehable  a  greater  number  to  participate  in  the  pleasure 
with  Which  we  have  listened  to  their  annual  report,  that  the 
same  be  published  in  pamphlet  form,  and  the  Board  be  au. 
thorized  to  have  printed  as  many  copies  as  they  may  deem 
necessary. 

The  request  of  Col.  Chambers,  for  leave  to  publish  the  re- 
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port  in  the  St.  Louis  Republican,  was  acknowledged  as  a 
just  compliment,  and  readily  granted. 

George  K.  Budd,  Esq.,  then  vacating  the  chair  in  favor  of 
Col.  Chambers,  rose  and  announced  his  intention  to  propose, 
agreeably  to  constitutional  requirements,  an  amendment  of 
that  clause  in  the  constitution  restricting  the  number  of 
terms  for  which  any  one  member  can  be  elected  to  any  one 
office  consecutively ;  and,  after  further  remarks  explanatory 
of  his  views,  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  members  of  this  Associa- 
tion are  eminently  due,  and  are  hereby  cordially  tendered  to 
Alfred  Vinton,  Esq.,  for  the  zeal,  industry,  and  ability  display- 
ed by  him  during  his  terms  of  office  ;  and  we  regret  that  a 
constitutional  barrier  precludes  us  from  continuing  in  the 
Presidency  one  who  has  so  largely  contributed  to  the  welfare 
and  progress  of  the  institution. 

In  which  resolution,  the  meeting  most  heartily  concurred. 

On  motion  of  Mann  Butler,  Esq.,  the  chairman  then  ap- 
pointed a  committee,  consisting  of  Mann  Butler,  Esq.,  Alfred 
Vinton,  Esq.,  and  S.  A.  Ranlett,  Esq.,  to  draft  resolutions,  ex- 
pressive of  the  wish  of  the  meeting,  to  carry  out  the  plan  pro- 
posed in  the  annual  report,  of  establishing  a  building  fund. 

On  which  the  following  resolution,  being  the  report  of  the 
committee,  as  amended  by  Col.  Chambers,  was  offered  and 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  be  and  are  hereby 
instructed  to  take  immediate  measures  for  the  accumulation 
of  a  fund  to  be  called  the  Building  Fund,  subject  to  the  re- 
strictions mentioned  in  the  report  submitted  this  evening. 

On  motion  of  Hudson  E.  Bridge,  Esq.,  a  subscription  list 
was  then  prepared  for  the  purpose  of  affording  an  opportu- 
nity to  any  members  present,  who  might  feel  disposed  to 
contribute  to  the  immediate  furtherance  of  the  plan  propos- 
ed in  the  foregoing  resolution. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  adjourned. 

GEO.  K.  BUDD,  Chairman. 

R.  D.  Van  Nostrano,  Secretary. 


REPORT 


OP   THI 


BOARD   OF  DIRECTORS 


OF  THE 


ST.  LOUIS  MERCANTILE  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION, 

TO  THE  ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE  MEMBERS. 


Gentlemen  :  A  year  has  fled  since  you  last  assembled,  and 
you  are  brought  to  the  Fourth  Anniversary  of  the  St.  Louis 
Mercantile  Library  Association.  You  are  the  constituency 
of  that  Institution,  and  have  met  to  review  its  history,  and  to 
receive  an  account  of  its  present  condition  and  future  pros- 
pects. I  appear  before  you,  appointed  by  the  Board  of 
Directors  to  address  you  upon  topics  suitable  to  the  occasion, 
specially  instructed  to  "  Report  their  proceedings  for  the  last 
year,  and  the  state  of  the  Association,"  according  to  con- 
stitutional requirement,  and  to  give  full  information  con- 
cerning its  affairs. 

Before  entering  upon  these  details,  it  will  assist  your  judg- 
ment of  their  comparative  value,  to  consider,  for  a  moment, 
the  extraordinary  events  of  the  year  just  closed,  and  their 
bearing  upon  the  interests  of  the  Library. 

The  last  year  will  long  be  memorable  in  the  annals  of  St. 
Louis.  Hitherto  wonderful  for  her  surprising  increase  in 
population,  business,  and  wealth,  she  has  now  afforded  new 
cause  for  admiration  and  sympathy,  in  the  elastic  vigor  with 
which  she  has  already  nearly  recovered  from  calamities,  as 
disheartening,  as  they  seemed  overwhelming.  Such  a  com- 
plication of  disaster  and  woe  has  rarely  fallen  upon  any 
city  within  the  limits  of  a  single  year,  as  it  was  our  lot  to 
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encounter  in  1849.  Fire  then  devastated  our  streets,  and 
cholera  decimated  their  inhabitants.  Who,  that  witnessed 
it,  can  forget  the  resplendent  horrors  of  the  conflagration  of 
hundreds  of  buildings,  and  millions  of  property,  on  the  night 
of  17th  May  last  ?  Who  will  ever  forget  the  succeeding  pes- 
tilence —  the  frightful  havoc  of  human  life  —  the  suddenness 
of  death  —  the  perpetual  passage  of  funeral  trains — the 
"lamentation,  weeping  and  great  mourning,"  that  resounded 
in  our  dwellings,  reaching  a  climax  with  the  official  report 
of  180  interments  in  one  day,  and  an  average  daily  morta- 
lity, five  times  greater  than  that  of  the  week  ending  on  the 
24th  ultimo  ? 

It  is  with  reference  to  these  aggravated  afflictions,  these 
peculiarly  unfavorable  circumstances,  that  the  Board  ask 
you  to  regard  their  management  during  the  past  year.  A 
sinking  revenue,  a  waning  membership,  seemed  inevitable 
in  the  face  of  such  difficulties. 

We  have,  however,  the  happiness  to  report,  that  these 
gloomy  forebodings  were  not  realized,  and  that  the  Associa- 
tion is  now  in  a  most  flourishing  condition.  We  offer  you 
our  hearty  thanks  for  that  liberal  and  constant  support  which 
has  enabled  us  to  make  this  announcement.  You  need  no 
other  reward  than  the  fact  itself  presents,  and  the  enjoyment 
of  those  disinterested  emotions  which  swell  your  hearts. 

At  the  date  of  the  last  annual  meeting,  we  had  371  mem- 
bers. Since  then,  17  have  died,  18  have  left  the  city,  and  68 
have  withdrawn,  making  a  total  loss  of  94,  and  reducing  the 
list  to  278.  Since  then,  also,  we  have  added  311  new  mem- 
bers, making  a  net  gain,  for  the  year,  of  218. 

Of  the  new  members,  there  are  — 

8  Life  members. 
84  Proprietors. 
105  Clerks. 
114  Beneficiaries. 
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There  are  now  — 

30  Life  members, 
211  Proprietors, 
206  Clerks, 
142  Beneficiaries, 


589 
making  the  whole  number  of  members,  at  this  time,  689. 
Of  the  deaths,  10  are  known  to  have  been  of  cholera.  Of 
those  who  left  the  city,  7  are  known  to  have  gone  to  Cali- 
fornia. The  increase  of  members,  since  the  last  annual 
meeting,  is  59  per  cent,  of  the  then  whole  number.  The 
chief  increase  is  in  the  number  of  beneficiary  members. 
The  Library  is,  undoubtedly,  attracting  public  attention  and 
respect,  and  citizens,  not  in  mercantile  pursuits,  are  avail- 
ing themselves  of  its  advantages. 

The  smallest  increase,  of  those  not  life  members,  is  in  the 
number  of  proprietors,  precisely  where  we  ought  to  have 
had  the  largest.  Why  is  this,  and  why  have  the  58  members 
withdrawn  ?  Can  they  assign  a  reason  satisfactory  to  their 
consciences,  to  their  sense  of  duty  to  themselves  and  the  pub- 
lic ?  Are  their  intellectual  wants  all  supplied  ?  Are  their 
private  libraries  so  ample  that  they  need  no  other  aid  ?  Have 
they  no  city  pride  ?  Do  we  not  need  a  large  public  library, 
and  is  there  any  better  way  of  getting  it  than  the  union  of 
many  small  contributions  ?  We  commend  these  inquiries  to 
their  consideration,  and  hope  they  may  not  feel  self-convicted 
that  their  thirst  for  gold  is  more  intense  than  their  thirst  for 
knowledge.  Let  their  answer  be,  we  have  withdrawn  from 
inadvertence,  but  not  from  indifference,  and  will  renew  our 
subscriptions  without  delay.  Their  duty  will  not  even  then 
be  all  performed.  We  ask  their  frequent  presence  in  the 
reading  rooms,  to  cheer  and  animate  our  labors.  We  claim 
their  active  co-operation  in  efforts  to  procure  new  members, 
and  more  revenue,  and  to  extend  the  usefulness  of  the  Libra- 
ry to  circles  not  now  within  its  influence. 

The  Treasurer  has  reported  to  you  fully  upon  our  receipts 
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and  expenditures.  The  whole  receipts,  since  the  last  annual 
meeting,  have  been  $4,697  94,  which,  added  to  $133  42  on 
hand  at  that  time,  amounts  to  $4,831  36. 

Of  this  sum,  $4,406  35  has  been  expended  in  pursuance 
of  regular  appropriations,  made  from  time  to  time,  by  the 
Board,  and  there  is  now  on  hand,  in  cash,  $425  01. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  edition  of  the  Catalogue  ordered, 
will  cost  $250,  and  that  part  of  the  cash  balance  has  been 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  a  committee,  charged  with  the 
duty  of  superintending  its  preparation  and  publication.  We 
owe  nothing. 

From  the  origin  of  the  Library  until  now,  we  have  ex- 
pended, for  books,  $4,901  40.  Those  presented,  during  the 
same  period,  have  been  valued  at  $1,766  90,  and  these  two 
sums,  added  to  the  value  of  other  effects,  and  to  cash  now 
on  hand,  less  subscriptions  for  1850,  give,  as  the  value  of  all 
our  property,  $7,326  06,  which  is  a  gain  during  the  last 
year,  of  $2,692  41 . 

We  are  insured  by  three  companies,  out  of  this  city,  to 
amount  of  $6,000. 

The  augmented  outlay  for  furniture,  is  explained  by  the 
procurement  of  a  large  desk  and  book-case,  for  the  use  of 
the  Librarian,  by  the  erection  of  additional  shelving,  and 
the  furnishing  of  all  the  book-cases,  but  one,  with  wire 
doors,  for  the  security  of  the  books. 

Our  binding  account  is  $113  50,  for  which  we  have  had 
bound,  of  Periodicals —  /    8  folios, 

80  vols,  viz:    <    *  quarto, 

(71  octavos. 

.   /    2  quartos, 

And  of  other  books,  110  vols.,  viz  :  )  48  octavos, 

(  60  duodecimos. 

One  hundred  and  ninety  volumes  in  all. 

The  large  increase  of  volumes  and  readers,  easily  and 
naturally  explains  the  increased  expenditure.  The  more 
our  books  are  used  the  more  frequently  must  they  be  rebound. 
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For  rent  we  have  paid  $860,  and  have  received  from  un- 
der tenants,  $787  18,  and  have  due  to  us,  for  rent,  from  re- 
sponsible parties,  $28  60,  making  our  own  rent  $34  22,  to 
which  must  be  added,  $119  85  laid  out  for  repairs,  and  other- 
wise indispensably.  Our  lease  will  expire  January  1st, 
1851,  and  upon  the  next  Board  of  Directors  will  devolve  the 
task  of  its  renewal,  or  of  providing  other  accommodations 
for  the  Library.  You  will,  doubtless,  be  quite  ready  to  unite 
with  the  Board,  in  their  wish,  that  some  of  our  numerous 
opulent  citizens  would  relieve  themselves  of.  a  part  of  their 
superfluous  wealth,  and  signalize  their  public  spirit  and  lib- 
erality, by  erecting,  for  us,  a  capacious  and  suitable  build- 
ing, that  we  may  be  rent  free. 

We  would  excite  their  ambition  to  this  noble  deed,  by 
pointing  to  the  eminence  similarly  gained  by  many  now  liv- 
ing. We  would  remind  them  that  contemporaneous  fame 
and  posthumous  renown  have  been  earned,  not  only  by  sol. 
diers  and  statemen,  by  poets  and  artists,  by  scholars  and  phi- 
losophers, but  by  generous  citizens,  "  royal  merchants,"  and 
nature's  noblemen,  in  every  age.  The  richest  individual 
this  country  has  yet  seen,  has  bequeathed  his  name  to  the 
grateful  remembrance  of  posterity,  by  the  endowment  of  a 
public  library,  which  will  be  known  as  the  Astor  Library, 
when  many  successive  generations  of  merely  rich  men,  shall 
have  been  forgotten.  It  were  well  for  the  future  welfare 
and  glory  of  St.  Louis,  if  more  of  our  citizens  had  the  pub- 
lic spirit  and  grandeur  of  character  of  those  who  found  hos- 
pitals, universities,  and  libraries  —  who 

"  Bid  harbors  open,  public  ways  extend, 
Bid  templet,  worthier  of  the  God  ascend:" 

"  Whose  honors,  with  increase  of  ages,  grow, 
As  streams  roll  down,  enlarging  as  they  flow." 

Our  list  of  periodicals  comprises  13  of  British  and  23  of 
American  publication,  exclusive  of  two  city  daily  newspa- 
pers, adding  which,  makes  38  in  all.  It  comprehends  most 
of  the  best  critical,  literary,  scientific,  and  professional  jour- 
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nals  of  the  day,  published  in  the  English  language,  and  also, 
a  number  less  learned  and  more  popular.  All  the  numbers 
are  regularly  bound  in  volumes,  and  incorporated  with  the 
Library.  We  have  full  sets  of  twenty  of  these  works,  seven 
of  which  were  completed  in  the  last  year.  We  advise  an 
annual  continuance  of  this  policy,  until  the  needed  volumes 
of  all  the  best  periodicals  we  constantly  receive,  are  obtain- 
ed. The  early  accomplishment  of  this  object  is  important, 
because  the  longer  it  is  delayed  the  more  difficult  it  will  be- 
come to  procure  the  desired  volumes,  without  purchasing,  at 
the  same  time,  the  entire  series  to  which  they  belong,  in- 
cluding, of  course,  duplicates  of  those  we  annually  acquire 
by  subscription  and,  also,  because  of  their  increasing  scarci- 
ty and  cost  in  some  cases. 

Aware  of  the  wish  of  some  of  our  members,  that  we 
should  attempt  a  course  of  lectures,  we  invited  several  gen- 
tlemen to  address  us.  Of  these,  Professor  Post,  of  this  city, 
President  Lathrop,  of  the  State  University,  and  President 
Wentworth,  of  McKendree  College,  at  Lebanon,  Illinois, 
accepted  our  invitations.  Professor  Post  lectured  upon  "  An- 
cient Commerce,  and  President  Lathrop  upon  "  The  Revul- 
sions of  Commerce,"  their  Causes  and  Effects. "  President 
Wentworth  was  prevented  from  lecturing,  by  the  sudden 
occurrence  of  a  violent  storm,  at  the  house  appointed  for  his 
lecture,  and  his  necessary  and  previously  arranged  departure 
from  the  city  on  the  next  day. 

The  whole  receipts  of  the  two  lectures,  were  -  -  $127  50 
And  the  whole  expenses 39  45 


Leaving  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  Treasury  of  -     $88  05 
The  Board  desire  to  thank  the  lecturers,  publicly,  as  they 

have  already,  privately,  for  the  gratuitous  devotion  of  their 

abilities  to  the  service  of  the  Association. 

The  two  lectures  delivered,  were  instructive,  and  were 

worthy  of  the  reputations  of  their  distinguished  authors, 

and  of  the  attendance  of  more  crowded  auditories. 
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The  paucity  of  hearers,  upon  the  last  of  these  occasions, 
was  such,  that,  in  connection  with  the  declination  of  our 
invitation  by  other  gentlemen,  we  did  not  feel  encouraged  to 
enter  upon  a  more  extensive  scheme  of  lectures. 

Since  the  last  annual  meeting,  we  have  expended,  for 
books  and  periodicals,  $1,888  40,  as  follows,  viz  : 

For  33  folios, 
"     60  quartos, 
"  462  octavos, 
"  456  duodecimos, 
"     49  smaller, 


1,060 
In  all,  1,060  volumes. 

There  have  been  presented,  in  the  same  time,  470  volumes, 
valued  at  $714  68,  viz  : 

22  folios, 

30  quartos, 
140  octavos, 
167  duodecimos, 
111  smaller, 


470 

The  additions  to  the  Library,  in  the  last  twelve  months, 
including  books  bought  and  presented,  were  — 

55  folios, 

90  quartos, 
602  octavos, 
623  duodecimos, 
160  smaller, 


1,530 

In  all,  1,530  volumes.  Total  value,  $2,603  08.  The  num- 
ber of  volumes  now  belonging  to  the  Association,  is  4,299, 
as  follows,  viz : 
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66  folios, 
247  quartos, 
2,269  octavos, 
1,264  duodecimos, 
464  smaller, 


4,299 

We  are  under  obligations  for  books  donated  to  the  Libra- 
ry, since  the  last  Annual  Report,  to  Josiah  Spalding,  Edward 
Bates,  and  Mann  Butler,  Esqrs. ;  to  Messrs.  Charles  6.  Ram- 
sey, Luther  C.  Clark,  Henry  Shaw,  C.  R.  Stinde,  W.  D.  Skill- 
man,  Edward  Brooks,  S.  A.  Ranlett,  G.  C.  Barney,  G.  &  C. 
Merriam,  Rev.  Father  De  Smet,  and  our  late  and  much  la- 
mented fellow-member,  Mr.  John  Kercheval. 

The  Missouri  State  Bible  Society  presented  a  richly  bound 
quarto  Bible,  printed  by  the  American  Bible  Society,  and 
Mr.  R.  C.  McAllister,  a  superb  copy  of  the  Douay  Bible. 

The  American  Home  Missionary  Society  presented  to  us, 
in  fifteen  well  bound  volumes,  a  complete  series  of  their  Re- 
ports and  Journals,  and  the  American  Tract  Society  gave  us 
sixty-five  volumes,  which  we  were  permitted  to  choose  from 
among  their  numerous  publications,  thus  enabling  us  to 
select  works  that  suited  us  best,  and  to  avoid  those  of  which 
we  already  had  copies. 

To  the  influence  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bullard,  of  this  city,  we 
are  indebted  for  the  donations  made  by  these  two  Societies, 
and  for  that  made  by  the  Messrs.  Merriam.  We  are  also 
indebted  to  him  for  books  presented  by  himself. 

Hon.  Messrs.  Bowlin  and  Bay,  members  of  Congress  from 
Missouri,  and  G.  T.  M.  Davis,  Esq.,  late  of  this  city,  but  now 
resident  at  Washington,  D.  C,  have  sent  us  valuable  public 
documents.  Members  of  Congress  can  be  of  essential  ser- 
vice to  the  Association,  and  through  it  to  the  whole  mercan- 
tile class,  and  to  our  citizens  generally,  by  forwarding  to  it 
useful  public  documents,  including  separate  volumes  and 
bound  sets  of  those  printed  since  1789,  as  well  as  those  yet 
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to  be  published.  It  is  worthy  of  their  consideration  whether 
they  can  give  these  documents  a  better  destination — one 
where  they  can  be  consulted  and  read  by  a  larger  number  of 
those  for  whose  use,  in  part,  they  were  printed  at  the  pub- 
lic cost — the  people. 

Is  there  any  place  in  this  State,  always  open  to  the  public, 
where  these  costly  official  papers  will  be  seen,  by  greater 
numbers,  or  where  they  will  be  more  carefully  bound  and 
preserved  for  future  reference,  and  as  historical  data?  We 
know  of  none.  There  is  reason  to  believe,  that,  of  the  vast 
editions  of  these  public  documents,  annually  printed  at  the 
seat  of  the  general  government,  and  thence  distributed 
throughout  the  whole  country,  in  the  groaning  mails,  but  a 
small  proportion  survives,  unmutilated,  beyond  a  few  years. 
Immense  quantities  are  destroyed  as  waste  paper.  It  is 
thought  that  there  is  not,  in  Missouri,  open  to  the  public,  a 
complete  collection,  unless  it  possibly  be  in  the  State  Libra- 
ry at  Jefferson  City.  Yet,  these  volumes  contain  the  jour- 
nals of  both  houses  of  Congress  —  the  gathered  statistics  and 
information  upon  which  much  of  their  legislation  is  based  — 
departmental  reports,  including  those  of  subordinate  bureaus, 
and  legislative  projets,  accompanied  by  elaborate  reports 
from  committees.  They  often  afford  information  not  else- 
where to  be  found,  and  are  illustrated  by  maps,  charts, 
surveys,  and  drawings  of  great  value. 

We  venture  to  urge  members  of  Congress  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  procuring  for  us,  at  the  public  cost,  at  least  one  com- 
plete set  of  public  documents.  We  also  call  upon  those  who 
"  have  friends  at  court,"  to  assist  us  in  this  matter,  and  to 
press  it  upon  the  attention  of  senators  and  representatives 
from  Missouri,  who  will,  we  are  confident,  cordially  embrace 
this  favorable  opportunity  of  serving  a  numerous  body  of 
their  constituents. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce,  of  this  city,  is  entitled  to  your 
thanks,  or  its  munificence,  in  giving  to  us,  during  the  past 
year,  the  books  deposited  in  our  Library  at  its  origin.    These 
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books  form  a  valuable  addition  to  those  we  already  owned, 
and  include  some  of  indispensable  necessity,  such  as  the 
Encyclopedia  Brittanica,  in  twenty-one  quarto  volumes ;  Sto- 
ry's Commentaries  on  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States ; 
Kent's  Commentaries  on  American  Law,  and  several  works 
on  Mercantile  Law,  Political  Economy,  and  relative  subjects. 

The  sole  condition  attached  to  this  donation,  was,  that 
the  members  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  shall  have  free 
access,  when  required,  to  the  books  thus  given  —  a  stipula- 
tion to  which  your  Board  readily  acceded,  and  notified  the 
Chamber  accordingly,  of  their  grateful  acceptance  of  the  gift. 

Mr.  James  E.  Yeatman,  the  first  President  of  this  Associa- 
tion, has  evinced  his  continued  solicitude  for  its  prosperity, 
by  the  donation  of  a  copy  of  Audubon's  Quadrupeds  of  Ame- 
rica, illustrated  by  colored  plates,  exquisitely  executed.  It 
has  but  just  been  received,  and  is,  therefore,  not  included  in 
the  number  or  value  of  books  now  reported.  The  subscrip- 
tion cost  of  this  magnificent  work,  was,  as  we  learn,  three 
hundred  dollars,  a  sum  so  great,  as  to  put  it  beyond  our 
means.  We  are,  therefore,  the  more  indebted  to  the  gene- 
rous donor,  for  a  work  which  will  form  one  of  the  chief  at- 
tractions of  our  Library. 

The  examination  of  "  the  books  and  other  property  of  the 
Association,"  prescribed  by  article  3d,  chapter  3d,  of  the  con- 
stitution, was  carefully  and  laboriously  made,  in  November 
last,  by  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Stinde  and  McAl- 
lister, assisted  by  Mr.  S.  C.  Stewart,  a  member  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, not  in  the  Directory.  Their  report,  drawn  up  by 
Mr.  Stinde,  is  entered  upon  the  records  of  the  Board.  It  spe- 
cifies five  books  as  missing  since  the  last  examination,  and 
not  accounted  for.  The  discovery  of  a  larger  loss,  on  a  prior 
occasion,  led  the  Board  to  determine  to  provide  wire  doors  to 
the  book-cases,  and  as  soon  as  the  printed  catalogues  are 
ready  for  distribution,  to  have  all  the  books  locked  up, 
excepting  Encyclopedias,  Dictionaries,  Atlases,  and  other 
works,  indispensable  for  reference,  and,  thereafter,  to  hold 
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the  Librarian  responsible,  upon  his  official  bond,  for  the  safe 
keeping  of  the  books.  This  is,  in  fact,  nothing  more  than 
the  enforcement  of  regulations  instituted  at  the  foundation 
of  the  Library  —  nothing  beyond  what  any  rational  view  of 
its  management  would  suggest,  and  nothing  more  than  has 
been  found  necessary  in  other  libraries. 

The  Board  were  notified  by  the  Librarian  that  he  was  un- 
willing to  be  held  responsible  for  the  safe  custody  of  the 
books,  unless  he  was  enabled  to  enforce  the  original  regula- 
tion, that  "  he  shall  suffer  no  person,  except  members  of  the 
Board,  to  remove  a  book  from  its  place  in  the  Library,  with- 
out his  permission."  The  impression  had  been  deepening 
for  more  than  a  year,  that  measures  of  precaution  must  be 
taken,  and  the  Board  no  longer  hesitated  to  adopt  them. 
They  may  prove  slighly  inconvenient  to  those  members  who 
frequent  the  reading  rooms ;  but  we  appeal  to  their  sense  of 
justice,  and  to  their  common  interest  in  the  growth  and  secu- 
rity of  the  Library,  to  bear  with  them,  and  to  insist  upon 
their  rigid  execution. 

The  old  regulations  provide  that  the  "books  marked  in 
the  catalogue  as  books  of  reference,  with  an  asterisk,  and 
such  others  as  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  specially  designa- 
ted by  the  Board,  shall  not  be  taken  from  the  Library,  except 
by  special  permission  of  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Direction." 

A  late  resolution  of  the  Board  provides,  that  any  member 
who  has  complied  with  the  rules,  shall,  upon  application  to 
the  Librarian,  receive  for  examination  in  the  Reading 
Rooms,  any  book  in  the  Library ;  its  catalogue  number,  and 
the  name  of  the  person  to  whom  it  is  delivered,  being  first 
recorded  by  the  Librarian ;  such  person  to  be  held  accounta- 
ble for  the  value  of  the  book,  until  the  entry  so  made  is  can- 
celled. 

The  Board  also  ordered,  that  Encyclopedias,  Dictionaries 
and  Atlases  shall  not  be  locked  up,  but  shall  be  within  the 
reach  of  all  our  members,  without  the  intervention  of  the 
Librarian ;  and,  further,  that  the  use  of  the  Library  shall  con- 
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tinue  as  free  as  it  is  now,  until  the  printed  catalogues  are 
ready,  and  that  every  member,  who  pays  a  full  annual  sub- 
scription, for  the  current  year,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 9 
without  further  charge,  one  copy  of  the  Catalogue. 

The  catalogues  have  been  a  longer  time  uncompleted  than 
was  intended  at  the  last  annual  meeting.  No  one  can  feel 
a  deeper  regret,  or  more  impatience  on  this  account,  than 
some  of  those  concerned  in  their  compilation  and  publica- 
tion. Their  preparation  was  postponed  until  the  last  au- 
tumn, that  the  extensive  additions  of  books  to  the  Library, 
made  in  1849,  part  of  which  were  not  received  until  the 
fall,  might  be  embodied  in  them.  Since  the  work  was 
commenced,  it  has  been  pushed  with  energy,  but  has  proved 
to  be  a  more  tedious  and  laborious  undertaking  than  was 
contemplated.  The  Alphabetical  Catalogue  of  Authors  is 
entirely  printed,  and  the  Classified  Catalogues  of  Subjects  are 
now  in  press,  and  will  be  speedily  finished.  The  whole  will 
form  a  volume  of  about  three  hundred  pages,  and  in  a  month 
from  this  date,  probably,  will  be  laid  upon  your  tables.  None, 
but  those  who  have  participated  in  labors  of  this  sort,  will 
be  likely  to  realize  their  pains-taking  and  wearisome  nature. 

An  edition  of  one  thousand  copies  of  the  Catalogue  was 
ordered.  After  giving  every  present  member  of  the  Associa- 
tion one  copy,  there  will  remain  three  hundred  and  eleven 
copies  for  the  use  of  those  who  may  hereafter  become  mem- 
bers, and  for  other  purposes.  Several  years  will  probably 
elapse  before  it  will  be  necessary  to  print  another  full  cata- 
logue. We  recommend,  however,  that,  meanwhile,  an  an- 
nual supplement  be  printed,  of  the  yearly  additions  to  the 
Library,  alphabetically  arranged  by  authors,  with  a  continu- 
ation of  the  system  of  classification  of  subjects,  pursued  in 
the  catalogues  now  nearly  ready. 

The  Board,  with  pleasure,  avail  themselves  of  this  oppor- 
tunity to  recognize  the  assiduity  and  critical  skill  which  Mr. 
William  P.  Curtis,  our  Librarian,  devoted  to  the  prepara- 
tion of  these  catalogues.    He  has  also  earned  our  approba- 
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tion  by  his  obliging  and  gentlemanly  demeanor  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  general  duties. 

We  hope  that  services,  so  important  and  useful,  will  be 
duly  appreciated  by  our  successors,  and  that  the  next  Board 
will,  as  they  certainly  may,  with  propriety,  increase  his 
salary. 

It  has  been  stated  to  you,  that,  within  a  year  past,  we 
have  added  to  the  Library,  by  purchase,  one  thousand  and 
sixty  volumes,  but  nothing  has  been  said  of  their  character, 
or  of  the  principles  which  governed  us  in  their  choice.  Sensi- 
ble of  our  incompetency  to  the  adequate  performance  of 
this,  our  most  important  duty,  we.still  claim  to  have  attempt- 
ed its  discharge,  with  fidelity  and  care.  We  have  not  been 
content  to  collect  for  you  volumes  merely,  but  have  tried  to 
supply  you  with  substantial,  mental  food.  We  have  not 
dared  to  abuse  your  bounty,  by  the  purchase  of  immoral  or 
irreligious  books.  We  have  not  squandered  your  money  in 
buying  books  solely  for  their  age,  the  rarity  of  their  editions? 
the  beauty  of  their  typography,  or  the  splendor  of  their  illus- 
trations. We  have  not  wasted  it  upon  that  class  of  works,  of 
which  it  has  been  said  that  "  books  may  be  books,  although 
there  is  nothing  in  them ;"  and  we  have  endeavored  to 
avoid  those,  too,  of  more  distinctive  qualities,  but  which 
add  nothing  to  the  stock  of  general  knowledge,  unless  they 
were  recommended  by  excellence  of  arrangement  or  style. 

Nearly  three  thousand  years  ago,  it  was  said,  that,  "  of 
making  many  books,  there  is  no  end."  This  inspired  decla- 
ration now  receives  overwhelming  confirmation  by  the  per- 
petual appearance  of  works,  which  would  not  see  the  light, 
if  their  authors  were  any  thing  more  than  bookwrights.  In 
the  destruction  of  whole  libraries  of  such  literature,  scholars 
would  have  less  to  deplore,  while  a  knowledge  of  its  worth- 
lessness  remained,  than  they  have  that  the  productions  of 
some  single  minds  have  either  entirely  perished,  or  have 
descended  from  antiquity,  in  a  fragmentary  state.  We  felt 
no  perplexity  in  avoiding  these  objectionable  classes  of  books, 
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to  which  reference  has  been  made.  Our  real  difficulty  was* 
in  selecting  the  few  we  could  buy,  with  our  limited  funds, 
from  the  thousands  we  indisputably  need. 

An  analysis  of  our  purchases  will  show  that  our  selec- 
tions were  made  systematically.  Of  more  than  six  hundred' 
different  works,  bought  by  us,  in  1849,  the  following  is  as 

nearly  a  correct  classification  as  we  have  been  able  to  make  : 
Encyclopedias  and  Dictionaries,  28 

Commerce, 
Commercial  Law, 

Banking,  Finance,  and     [  -        -        -        -        43 

Political  Economy,         .J 

History, 73 

Biography, 48 

Voyages  and  Travels, 61 

Natural  History, 26 

Poetry, 36 

Miscellany  and    ) 
Criticism,  5 

Periodicals, 38 

Fiction, 120 

Science  and     ) 

Useful  Arts,      >  ------        93 

Fine  Arts, 10 

614 
We  are  far  from  supposing  that  we  have  made  the  best 
selections  under  these  various  heads.  We  have,  however, 
aimed  to  supply  as  many  deficiencies  in  the  Library  as  we 
could,  and  to  cater  for  a  variety  of  tastes.  The  numerical 
preponderance  in  the  above  list,  of  works  of  fiction,  arises 
from  the  facts,  that,  until  this  year,  scarcely  any  novels  were 
bought ;  th&t  the  present  Board  met  with  an  opportunity  of 
selecting  a  large  number  at  a  low  price,  (our  whole  purchas- 
es of  novels  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars;)  and,  final- 
ly, that  we  wished  to  accomplish  a  reasonable  degree  of 
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completeness  in   this  department,  before  we   printed  the 
Catalogues. 

It  is  presumed  that  but  few  purchases  of  novels  will  be 
found  necessary,  as,  besides  those  we  have  bought,  we  have 
a  much  larger  number,  that  have  been  presented.  Indeed, 
of  the  books  we  have  acquired  by  donation,  a  considerable 
proportion  are  works  of  fiction,  for  some  of  which,  we  may 
fairly  conclude  that  their  former  owners  had  little  use,  after 
a  single  perusal. 

The  length  to  which  this  report  has  already  been  extended, 
will  not  permit  us  to  name  more  than  a  few  titles,  as  speci- 
mens of  the  kind  of  books  we  have  bought.  Some  of  the 
most  useful  and  valuable  are — 

The  Penny  Cyclopedia,  27  volumes,  4to. 

Cyclopedia  of  Practical  Medicine,  4  volumes,  8vo. 

Tooke's  History  of  Prices  and  Circulation,  4  volumes,  8vo. 

Mills'  Political  Economy,  2  volumes,  8vo. 

Adam  Smith's  Works,  complete,  5  volumes,  8vo. 

Abbott  on  Shipping ;  Chitty  on  Bills. 

Francis'  History  of  Bank  of  England,  2  volumes,  8vo. 

Quinn  on  Banking  in  England. 

Doubleday's  Financial  History  of  England. 

Mills'  History  of  British  India,      ) 

Wilson's  Continuation  of  same,  5     9  volumes>  8vo- 

Lingard's  History  of  England,  14  volumes,  8vo. 

Histories  by  different  authors  of  seven  of  the  States  of  this 
Union. 

Adair's  History  of  the  Southern  Indians,  1  volume,  4 to. 

Coldens'  History  of  the  Five  Nations. 

Sparks'  Diplomatic  Correspondence  of  the  American  Re- 
volution, 12  volumes,  8vo. 

American  State  Papers,  21  volumes,  ) 

American  State  Archives,  7  volumes,)  28  volumes>  folio- 

Memoirs  of  Reed,  Pinckney,  Wilberforce,  Mackintosh,  John 
Knox,  and  Lord  Clive. 

Wellington's  Despatches  and  General  Orders,  14  vols.,  8vo. 
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Parry's  Arctic  Voyages,  6  volumes,  4to. 

Pike's  Expedition  to  the  Western  Territory  of  the  United 
States. 

Long's  Expedition  to  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

Long's  Expedition  to  the  Sources  of  the  Str  Peters  River. 

Salt's  Travels  in  Abyssinia ;  Ousley's  in  Persia ;  Methuen's 
in  Southern  Africa,  and  Mitchell's  in  Australia. 

Marsden's  Account  of  Sumatra ;  Polack's  Account  of  New 
Zealand,  and  Robertson's  of  Paraguay* 

Jardine's  Naturalist's  Library,  40  volumes,  12mo,  with  up- 
wards of  twelve  hundred  colored  plates. 

Aldine  Edition  of  the  British  Poets,  53  volumes,  12mo. 

Critical  Essays  of  Lord  Jeffrey,  in  4  volumes,  8vo. 
Do         do  of  Whipple,  in  2  volumes,  12mo. 

Oxford  Prize  Essays,  5  volumes,  12mo. 

Faraday's  Researches  in  Electricity. 

The  Bridgewater  Treatises,  on  the  Power,  Wisdom  and 
Goodness  of  God  as  Manifested  in  the  Creation,  7  vol- 
umes, 8vo. 

The  Cambridge  Course  of  Mathematics  and  Physics,  8 
volumes,  8vo.,  and  Prof.  Davies'  do,  in  16  volumes. 

Murchison's  Geology  of  Russia  and  the  Ural  Mountains,  2 
volumes,  4to. 

Darwin's  Account  of  Volcanic  Islands  and  the  Structure 
and  Distribution  of  Coral  Reefs. 

Rose's  and  Fresenius'  Treatises  on  Chemical  Analysis. 

Nichols'  Stellar  World  and  Norton's  Astronomy. 

Practical  Mechanics'  and  Engineers'  Magazine,  6  volumes, 
4to,  copiously  illustrated. 

Dunn's  and  Budge's  Works  on  Coal  Mines. 

Low's  Elements  of  Practical  Agriculture,  and  Colman's 
Account  of  European  Agriculture. 

Loudon's  Gardner's  Magazine,  8  volumes,  8vo. 

Flaxman's  Lectures  on  Sculpture. 

Lanzi's  History  of  Painting. 

Gwilt's  Encyclopedia  of  Architecture. 
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We  hope  to  be  excused  by  all  who  are  familiar  with  the 
Library,  for  the  rehearsal  of  so  long  a  Catalogue.  It  has 
been  given  for  the  information  of  those  who  seldom  honor  us 
by  their  presence,  and  to  enable  them  to  test  the  character  of 
our  purchases.  Will  they  not  be  tempted  by  such  books  to 
visit  the  Library  frequently,  and  to  become  its  active  friends  ? 

The  list  just  read  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  the  most 
powerful  argument  they  can  address  to  the  public,  in  favor 
of  the  Library,  especially  when  taken  in  connection  with  the 
fact,  that  it  is  no  more  than  a  fair  specimen  of  upwards  of  one 
thousand  volumes,  bought  in  1849,  and  now  on  your  shelves. 

You  will  be  ready  to  enquire  if  the  members  of  the  Asso- 
ciation have  appreciated  the  rich  provision  made  for  them  ? 
Have  they  read  more  than  heretofore  ?  Since  the  last  annual 
meeting,  4,743  volumes  have  been  issued  to  412  members,  for 
which  3,663  entries  were  made  in  the  register.  As  compar- 
ed with  1848,  this  is  an  increase  of  readers  of  sixty  per  cent., 
and,  as  compared  with  1847,  an  increase  of  more  than  three 
hundred  per  cent. 

The  number  of  books  delivered  is  fifty-eight  per  cent,  more 
than  in  1848,  and  nearly  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  per 
cent  more  than  in  1847.  The  excess  over  1846,  the  first 
year  of  the  existence  of  the  Association,  is  much  larger. 
These  statistics  are  truly  encouraging.  They  show  a  regu- 
lar and  rapid  increase  of  readers  and  of  reading. 

While  this  shall  continue,  the  Library  is  safe,  and  will  flour- 
ish, for  a  love  of  reading  grows  by  what  it  feeds  upon,  and 
strengthens  by  indulgence,  and  the  warmest,  steadiest  friends 
of  the  library  will  ever  be  seen  among  those  in  whom  this  love 
has  acquired  the  force  of  insatiable  desire.  But  we  are  able  to 
add  another  fact,  which  gives  a  higher  value  to  the  rest.  It 
was  observed,  that,  of  the  books  issued  in  1849,  for  perusal, 
there  was  an  enlarged  proportion  of  works  of  a  useful  and 
instructive  sort.  This  is  progress  in  the  right  direction  — 
affords  pleasing  ev  idence  of  the  growing  usefulness  of  the 
Association,  and,  while  uninterrupted,  will  warrant  a  conjfi- 
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dent  prediction  of  the  happiest  effects  on  the  mercantile  com- 
munity, and  on  society  in  general.  While  gratified  that  read- 
ers are  multiplying,  we  are  not  contented  with  their  actual 
number.  It  is  far  below  what  it  ought  to  be,  and  far  below, 
what  we  hope,  another  year,  it  will  be.  When  we  consider 
the  magnitude  of  the  Library ;  that  its  contents  are  of  a 
choice,  yet  miscellaneous  kind,  carefully  adapted  to  a  diver- 
sity of  tastes :  that  it  is  the  only  important  public  library  in 
a  city  of  seventy  thousand  inhabitants ;  that  upwards  of  six 
hundred  persons  are  entitled  to  its  use,  as  members,  and  pro- 
bably twice  as  many  more  as  relatives  of  members ;  when 
we  reflect  upon  all  this,  in  connection  with  the  fact,  that  less 
than  five  thousand  volumes  have  been  issued,  in  a  period  of 
twelve  months,  or,  less  than  ten  volumes  per  annum  to  each 
subscriber,  or,  counting  those  members  of  their  families,  who 
should  be  readers,  less  than  an  average  of  four  volumes  to 
each,  we  cannot  but  perceive,  that  the  privileges  of  the  Li- 
brary are  neglected,  and  that  it  fails  to  accomplish  all  the 
good  of  which  it  is  capable.  Our  consolation,  under  this 
saddening  conviction  is,  that  time  will  render,  more  and 
more  conspicuous,  the  substantial  advantages  this  Associa- 
tion offers  to  the  public,  and  that  the  Library,  if  well  man- 
aged, will  certainly  gain  new  friends  and  more  readers.  We 
therefore  look,  with  unhesitating  confidence,  to  that  not  far 
distant  period,  when  many  of  the  citizens  of  St.  Louis,  now 
withholding  from  us  their  aid,  will  be  as  eager  to  participate 
in  the  benefits  of  the  Library,  as  we  now  are  that  they 
should  unite  their  contributions  and  their  efforts  to  our  own. 
Are  not  these  glowing  anticipations  justified  by  the  actual 
results  of  the  year  just  closed  ?  These  are  recapitulated  in 
the  statement,  in  round  numbers,  that  the  new  numbers  are 
four-fifths  of  the  whole  number  at  this  time  last  year,  and 
that,  after  deducting  all  losses  by  deaths,  removals  and  with- 
drawals, there  still  remains  a  clear  gain  of  three-fifths  upon 
the  last  annual  report ;  that  the  cash  receipts  of  1849  are 
$1,900  more  than  those  of  1848 ;  that  the  present  cash  bal- 
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ance  is  nearly  three  hundred  dollars  more  than  at  the  last 
annual  meeting;  that  we  are  entirely  out  of  debt;  that  we 
have  disbursed  for  books,  periodicals,  and  binding,  one  thou- 
sand dollars,  more  than  was  expended  upon  the  same  ac- 
counts last  year  ;  and,  lastly,  that  the  additions  to  the  Libra- 
ry in  1849,  exceed  those  of  1848,  by  more  than  one  thousand 
voumes. 

Allow  us,  gentlemen,  to  congratulate  you  upon  these  aus- 
picious results,  so  decisive  of  the  solid  prosperity  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, and  to  press  them  upon  your  attention,  as  an  incite- 
ment to  still  higher  attempts.  We  still  lack  one  grand  desi- 
deratum, one  element  of  strength,  of  union,  of  success,  of  sta- 
bility, nay,  of  perpetuity.  We  are  still  without  a  home,  a 
resting  place,  a  location  of  our  own,  central  and  convenient. 
We  have  no  secure  depository  for  our  literary  treasures. 

If  a  library  building  is  not  provided  for  us  by  citizens  of 
colossal  fortunes,  to  whom  the  enterprise  would  bring  no 
loss  of  ease,  of  luxury,  or  of  splendor,  we  must  turn  from 
them  to  those  of  smaller  means,  but  larger  hearts,  whose 
unostentatious  alms  are  not  wrung  from  hoards  of  over- 
grown wealth,  but  are  the  spontaneous  product  of  benevo- 
lence, and  are  measured  by  a  regard  to  the  necessities  of  the 
object,  rather  than  by  their  own  pecuniary  interests.  Happi- 
ly we  have  many  such  amongst  us,  who 

"  Have  a  tear  for  pity,  and  a  hand 
Open  as  day  to  melting  charity." 

Their  ready  and  earnest  sympathies  with  the  distresses,  and 
the  mental  and  moral  wants  of  mankind,  are  the  perennial 
fountain  from  which  flows  that  stream  of  beneficence  for 
which  St.  Louis  deserves  celebrity.  We  but  express  the 
opinion  of  those  best  acquainted  with  the  facts,  when  we 
assert,  that  the  contributions  of  the  people  of  St.  Louis,  for 
five  years  past,  to  public  and  private  charities,  when  viewed 
In  relation  to  their  means,  will  compare,  favorably,  with  those 
of  any  other  city,  though  they  may  not  have  been  so  exten- 
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sively  emblazoned.  We  acknowledge,  with  gratitude,  that 
this  Association  has  largely  shared  in  the  generosity  of  this 
community.  It  has  contributed  to  our  treasury,  within  a 
year,  nearly  four  thousand  dollars,  a  sum  which,  considering 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  cannot  but  surprise  you  by  its 
magnitude.  We  must,  however,  appeal  to  this  liberality 
once  more,  and  not  only  ask  every  member  of  the  Associa- 
tion to  continue  his  annual  subscription,  but  to  make  a  new 
one  towards  a  Library  Building.  We  propose  to  you,  that 
there  shall  be  opened  upon  the  treasurer's  books,  an  account, 
to  be  called  the  Building  Fund  Account,  to  which  shall  be 
credited  all  the  collections  that  can  be  annually  realized  by 
purely  voluntary  donations  for  that  specific  object.  Let  this 
fund  be  annually  invested  for  revenue,  in  the  names  of  trus- 
tees, be  held  sacred,  and  not  in  any  case  be  diverted  from  its 
appropriate  purpose.  Let  every  clerk,  merchant,  beneficia- 
ry and  life  member  connected  with  the  Association,  and  our 
citizens  generally,  be  annually  invited  by  twelve  efficient 
district  committees,  each  headed  by  a  member  of  your  Board 
of  Directors,  to  subscribe  what  they  choose  towards  it.  Let 
the  Board  of  Directors  be  instructed  to  use  all  legitimate 
means  for  the  increase  of  this  fund,  and  to  report  its  amount, 
sources,  and  mode  of  investment  at  each  annual  meeting. 
Let  them  also  be  required  to  abstain  from  any  purchases  of 
ground,  or  contracts  for  building,  until  ordered  to  do  so  by  a 
general  meeting  of  the  Association,  convened  upon  special 
notice,  with  ample  publicity  of  its  object.  The  ancients  had 
a  maxim,  that  the  Gods  help  those  who  help  themselves. 
Let  us  first  help  ourselves,  and  then  call  upon  others  for 
their  aid.  If  we  make  an  effort  worthy  of  the  object,  we  may 
expect,  without  fear  of  disappointment,  that  we  shall  be  as- 
sisted by  handsome  subscriptions  from  prosperous  merchants, 
and  wealthy  townsmen,  while  they  are  still  among  us,  and 
that,  when  they  have  departed,  we  shall  have  reason  to  extol 
their  munificence  by  finding  the  Association  remembered  in 
their  wills.    We  may,  by  such  legacies,  attain  a  consumma- 
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tion  of  our  plans,  long  before  we  could  do  so  by  our  unaided 
efforts. 

Pardon  us,  while  we  trouble  you  with  a  few  figures,  illus- 
trative of  the  ease  with  which,  unassisted,  externally,  we 
can  obtain  for  the  Association  the  advantages  of  a  library 
building. 

The  number  of  members,  and  their  class,  has  been  already 
reported.    Let  us  suppose,  that,  one  half  only,  of  the  total 
number,  help  us  in  the  execution  of  this  project,  and  that 
One  half  of  the  life  members  pay,  annually,  ten  dollars 
each.  The  half  of  their  number  is  fifteen.  This  would 

give  us  the  sum  of $150 

That  one-fourth  of  the  whole  number  of  proprietors  pay, 

besides  annual  dues,  ten  dollars  each.  Fifty  being  one 

quarter  of  the  whole  number,  this  would  amount  to     500 

That  another  quarter  of  the  proprietors  would  pay  to 

this  use,  each,  five  dollars.    This  makes  the  further 

sum  of 250 

That  one-fourth  of  the  clerks  pay,  each,  three  dollars, 
and  another  fourth  of  their  number  pay,  each,  half 
that  sum.   The  two  would  amount  to  225 

And  that  seventy-five,  or  four  more  than  half  the  pre- 
sent number  of  beneficiary  members  pay,  each,  five 
dollars,  amounting  to 375 


$1,500 

These  united  contributions,  over  and  above  the  annual 
dues,  foot  up  a  grand  total  of  ($1500)  fifteen  hundred  dol- 
lars. The  scheme  persisted  in  for  ten  years,  will,  with  six 
per  cent,  interest,  upon  annual  accumulations  of  fifteen  hun- 
dred dollars,  result  in  the  amount  of  nineteen  thousand  dol- 
lars, without  compounding  the  interest,  a  sum  all-sufficient 
for  the  purpose.  Ten  years  is  but  a  point  in  the  history  of 
St.  Louis,  and  we  are,  or  ought  to  be,  providing  not  for  our- 
selves only,  but  for  posterity  also. 
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Will  this  plan  be  called  impracticable  or  Utopian  ?  Can 
it  be  justly  characterized  as  visionary  or  absurd  ?  Is  it  not 
rather  rational,  entirely  practicable,  and  even  easy  of  execu- 
tion ?  What  more  does  it  require  than  united  effort  on  the 
part  of  a  portion  only  of  our  members,  and  such  inflexible 
determination  on  the  part  of  officers  as  shall  know  no  such 
word  as  fail.  It  may  be  carried  through  triumphantly,  with- 
out interfering  at  all  with  the  regular  and  even  accelerated 
addition  of  members  to  the  Association,  and  of  books  to  the 
Library. 

For  its  final  and  complete  success,  it  is  essential  that  your 
officers  should  devote  themselves  to  its  accomplishment,  with 
a  zeal  which  shall  suffer  no  abatement,  until  their  end  is 
attained.  They  must  not  supinely  fold  their  arms  in  inglo- 
rious ease,  and  wait  for  others  to  do  the  work.  They  must 
work  themselves.  They  must  start  the  necessary  machine- 
ry, and  vigilantly  watch  its  operation.  They  must  scorn  to 
accept  the  honors  of  office,  without  a  diligent  and  thorough 
discharge  of  official  duties.  In  short,  they  must  be  faithful 
to  their  trust,  untiring  in  exertion,  animated  by  a  high-soul- 
ed  devotion  to  the  public  good,  and  resolved  that,  let  others 
do  as  they  may,  they  will  deserve  "  golden  opinions  from  all 
sorts  of  people." 

Gentlemen,  the  execution  of  the  plan  we  propose,  is  wor- 
thy of  your  abilities,  and  your  ambition.  It  opens  to  you  a 
career  of  usefulness  and  of  honorable  distinction.  Who  will 
enter  upon  it,  and  show  himself  equal  to  the  occasion  ?  Who 
will  prove  himself  a  public  benefactor,  by  illustrious  actions 
the  consequences  of  which  shall  survive  beyond  the  tomb,  and 
the  lustre  of  which  shall  brighten  with  the  lapse  of  time  ? 
Whose  monument  shall  be  the  edifice  his  philanthropy  has 
reared?  Whose  epitaph  shall  be  written  in  the  affections  of 
those  who  soon  will  follow  us,  and  be  re-inscribed  on  the 
hearts  of  merchants  and  clerks,  who  hereafter  shall 
walk  the  streets  of  this  destined  Metropolis  of  the  New 
World? 
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Whose  eulogium  shall  be  fitly  pronounced  in  the  beautiful 
language  of  an  American  poet : 

u  Peace  to  the  just  man's  memory, — let  it  grow 
Greener  with  years,  and  blossom  through  the  flight 
Of  ages  ;  let  the  mimic  canvas  show 
His  calm  benevolent  features  ;  let  the  light 
Stream  on  his  deeds  of  love,  that  shunned  the  sight 
Of  all  but  heaven,  and  in  the  book  of  fame, 
The  glorious  record  of  his  virtues  write, 
And  hold  it  up  to  men,  and  bid  them  claim 
A  palm  like  his,  and  catch  from  him  the  hallowed  flame." 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  on  behalf  of  the 

Board  of  Directors. 

ALFRED  VINTON,  President. 

St.  Louis,  January  8th,  1850. 


TREASUBER'S  REPORT. 


The  Treasurer  of  the  St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Asso- 
ciation submits  the  following  report  of  the  fiscal  affairs  of 
the  institution  for  the  past  year,  the  particulars  of  which  are 
embraced  in  the  annexed  statement,  viz  : 

First — Account  Current,  showing  the  receipts  and  expen- 
ditures and  balance  of  cash  on  hand — marked  A. 

Second — Balance  Sheet,  exhibiting  the  present  condition  of 
the  Treasurer's  books — marked  JB. 

Third — A  transcript  of  profit  and  loss  account,  as  shown 
on  books  of  Treasurer — marked  C. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  H.  RICE,  Treasurer. 

St.  Louis,  January  8th,  1850. 
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